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Hondupas NO& Guapd amigos -k
following the September terror of Hurri-

Gone for HolidayS: cane Georges made the public affairs
people's deployment emotionally as well .A

Puerto Rico joins other as physically challenging. AR
"All of us left families who were still .. ..........units r reliefigperationfo recovering from that storm," said Rios

whose detachment had spent over three
By MSgt. Bob 11aske __ yeeks, intoMid-October, d almk weU 0

Rico Army- and- Air Guardraernbersand
-what state militia members, turned out for that

else is -naw! emergency. A_
It was business as usual for Less than a month later, the public

memben of the Puerto Rico Army Na- affairs soldiers left for Honduras on three
, 41tional. Guard's 113th Public Affairs De- days notice. J

tachment who served for nearly, a month "As bad as things were in Puerto Rico,
in Honduras, El, Salvador and Nicaragua it was much worse in.Honduras. We never
while most of their Ameti-

4?can- cousins celebrated
Thanksgiving.

Those nine men and -7.11 -:4k,". N,
women commanded by Maj.
Jose Rios were the first Army A--t,
-Go=dimitsent 4011-WIP 01eir,
Latin American neighbors
dealwiththeNovemberdev-
astation of Hurricane Mitch.

it had been barely three
years since many of those
Guard soldiers had sacrificed -A
their Christmas season, that
Puerto Ricans celebrate well Photo by MSgt. Bob Haskell
into January, to join the first THE RIG14T PRICE - Mgt. Maria CottoAmerican rotation of Joint Price uertoOterb superintendent of the P 'Am
Endeavor peacekeeping Rico Air tlUard 156th Airlift Wing's aerial port 'T
troops sent into Bosnia in squadron, supervises the palletization of
December 1995. relief supplies headed to Honduras.

This year's deployment,
part of the National Guard's Operation imagined it could be so bad," reported
Amigos disaster relief effort, involved Ri6s after returning to San Juan on Dec. 4. 77 7 7
coveringmilitary relief missions and help- Entire banana plantations covered in
ing U.S. public affairs officials process mud, 144,000 destroyed houses, and ov-.
and coordinate visits by civilian journal- 14,000 refugees made for lasting unpres-
ists. They reported on the cataclysmic sions.
effects of the five-day storm that killed By December's first week, Army and

T
11,000 people and wiped out entire towns Air National Guard troops from Puerto
during the deadliest hurricane season on Rico to California were doing all they A14MVIN A I S v -;TM!111TFFW _erecord. could to rush food, water and equipm nt Z , =_ _i, SOThe fact that their families and friends to Central Americans who could not cope
back in Puerto Rico were struggling to
put their lives and homes back in order See PUERTO RICO, Page 11
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Photos by MSgt. askell 4.,

CHALLENGED -- Whether 4
on a basketball court (above)
or doing pushups during the X,
triathlon competition, at-risk
teens did themselves proud.

WO

A
4.1At-risk teens

get chance to

ghofta-Se'their 'T .4,
;A-turnabouts P::. .7

............

to a e e
By MSgt. Bob Haskell -lanced to his left. Wrong. There was no graphed drill and ceremonies co eti- awards ceremony by the jubilation of the
National Guard Bureau one to look at. The honor ouard judges tion is considered the highlight of each winning teams and by the long, disap-

pounced, and Aaron Avery of Kennett, tournament begun in Maryland in the fall pointed faces of those who thought they

A aron Avery had neverknown such Mo., was declared the winner. of 1996. should have won but didn't.

,2t.Vir tensity, such scrutiny, during He had hit the winning home run in the "Basketball is fine, but this is the real . Host Maryland won the overall drill
is 17 years, bottom of the ninth. He had sunk the deal," said Army Guard Col. Richard and ceremony trophy, the biggest of the

The member of the drill team from the winning foul shot with a second to play. Young, the Maryland academy's deputy prizes, after being judged best in the
Missouri National Guard's new Youth He had won the intense knock-out drill director, on the morning that the snap- inspection and exhibition drill competi-
ChafleNGe Program -stood statue still be- that the 200 others had also started a little pily uniformed teams tookthefloor. "Drill tions and second in standard drill.
side a competitor from Illinois in an Ab- earlier before they had been eliminated c '' Otition is the everitin which,6very7, That 14-member team was coached for
erdeen Proving Ground recreation center because they had turned the wrong way or one wants to kick, butt," up to four hours a day for nearly a m onth
on the Maryland shore of Chesapeake hesitated or flinched. The twice-yearly22-weekChalleNGe by Army Guard PFC Dorian Franklin,
Bay during. November's first Thursday The other team members from acadenuies give troubled young men and 19, who went through Maryland's
afternoon, Missouri' s Sbow-Me ChalleNGe carried women ages 16-18 a chance to grow up Freestate ChalleNGe Academy in the

They were the center of attention for a Avery from the fl oor oii thei r houlders as inbasic trai ningstyledatpiospher& They spring of 1997. He had been expelled
couple of hundred other teenagers and 19 a hero of the, Natimial Gltnird's fifth Na-' have all ClUit or been thrown out of high from high school during his senior year
members of the Air Force's elite honor tional ChalleNGe Invitational Tourna- school without graduating. They get the' for fighting, Franklin explained.
guard from Washington, D.C. A sergeant ment. chance to earn equivalency diplomas. "This program changed my life all the
majorbegan barking rmlitary-commWs. Nine of the 20 states with National They cannothave done time, but many of way around. I'm trying to do something
The young man who made the slightest Guard Youth ChalleNGe Programs for them have donedrugs. with my life and help other people do the
wrong move would lose. The other would troubled teens sent teams to what may be Competing in a ChalleNGe tourna- same thing," explained Franklin who got
win. the best kept, competitive secret in the ment is considered a privilege. "It's the plenty of satisfaction by coaching the

They snapped to attention, presented country. Boys and girls basketball tour- last chance you get to win anything like Maryland team to victory.
arms andabout-faced flawlessly for a few naments and triathlons of, pushups, sit- high school stuff," observed Maryland "They've been practicing too hard
dramatic minutes. Then, on "dress-right- ups and two-mile runs were part of the cadet newspaper reporter JohnDavis. early in the morning . and during lunch
DRESS," the Illinois contender, Gerardo week's competition, The intensity of the competition was for them 'not to take it," he said.
Marrero, extended his fight arm and But a full day of carefully choreo- refl cted during the Friday morning "This is a once in a lifetime opportunity

THE ON-GuAm
December 1998



THRILL of N 'S I D E H A L L E N' G E
VICTORY
Maryland teens
(left and below) Ric ard Yaung has O C Witi

'Marylaboand belau,, C Mar,
celebrate their y
drill team's iv0n-tr" S a,9 oubted teen
winning perfor- agaiust New Jersey d JJJc 1 'jal

mance. chanoe-A hiLP Fort Dix-0 ac 'Ve As With Dthe'T stdiderit&,Attefiding
traditional scJw6lis throijohoill
Am- Ca ,Young of'served, t1le
ChalleNGe cadets i6lished the_he-

I.- b CC agaul I I cir
rin g111-9 pe er ,, -- to fi d but how theirayad,

.......... enues stood up, apinsfyth'erS.
-Vhere should heOgT411)of tile tv s jpggetberiT JY,

ourig[M E hi -SUin-, a doetor teAt 50 i-pUl a 1* ,.in otp aujzali6nal mail.genre
By _N1SgC- Bob'"ask("11L _ througliA!"Itionfil Gl cTiekfr, h, -kfedt tt lwss injusttic b.

ibltig hw faAN -en -1 S,
11 the o a.

arv Ow, N6_,%v_-thC the]- ofthesc iavita-
onal in men[, _)nderS bowLtoil' it',5g tiou f, Ihe st his baby _r6W. events,41 Ton rn soN pa,

Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell 1,2 vo'ars belvpe wi the wave 6t the
for these young people," pointed out re- directs the National Guard Bureau's Youth tionj] Gu4rd Col. "R icha d ' ouiig. filture,-s it will allcome out f)till and e s the
tired Air Guard Col. Vernon Sevier, the Program that has produced 14,607 Avotidet, bow ei-craonie-s wa
Maryland academys, director, because ChalleNGe ggraduates across the country ifv'the wash* Inain event whi n New Yo CW

of rnhn icl11 _ -and Vit- iia i6iithe cadets attend the academies one time. during its first five years. Jic is, a bear Jersey red Ma
"The fellowship and the comradeship "I hope all of you leave here with cadet$ arih land for the fiTst invitatiOTILaL Us- ,Rl

is more important than competing for the better understanding of yourselves Freestate QialleNde Acad&m'y kotball w4s-a §i&sliow intended to- ZU
trophies," he added. "The fact that they Padilla said, "I hope that as adults you where Young is occupy the,
try so hard and get along so well proves give somethi iiL, back to some young man the depury dir- cadetswh, p

J
"Coming here is a-hig, big deal," said, stance yoU l'OUIld VOLU-SCIV6S." ualcllinll"

Guard Maj, Joel Potts, comman- The cadets' maturity impressed SSgt. T, )Car y cornpe'ti-N tion s fc)r! tc ims -Mdaift of the 100 Reginald New- girls skethalt ,_
cadets at Okla- ton, leader of ortroubled tournameilts, a 'T,

..........
homa's Thunder- the detail from teenagers from triathlon of
bird Youth Acad- 'the Air Force National pushup's'sit-upsHonor Guard QU a rd, S 2 0 s I a te and two-mile,emy whose team Jl
traveled the far- thatpracticesup Clial]eN(;e Pro- runs, for both
thest to the tour- to eight hours a gianis around sexes, as well asthe countr -c d drill Coin-nament, The day, y. co

v, adeteam rode 1,400 "Isawalotof The Novem- petition ti),
miles during 25 intensity and bCr tourtianient dii, iall's
hours on a com- Was n artled prop,"Olendedic ati on'. Col. Richard Young
mercial bus. They accom- "Thuriderarna7' the tournarneut

"Eighty-five plished a lot in in honor of the Vietnain War vet- returned to Marvlaird. Nine reams,
wanted to dome. eran and former Special Forces. includina Oklahoma and Illinois.
We're down to of time," New- soldier who ha been involved in showed up.
32," added Potts ton said. "When the Mary4and academy since ii But more states wilt be inter-
of the tough, se- they made mis- opened in .1993. ested, Young predicted, if they
lection process. takes, most of tocal school officials could not believe the competition is fair for
"They had to be, the cadets kept or I'vouldrx(it schedule contests all comers:

ed eorripetitioni,4 the k
'Drill and cerem' rues i the key,approved by five their compo- 141h -the youth academies, Young S

_e.department explained and he could riot onn And cosure. It makes I 
-_

heads. One nega- me take my job With the Junior Rqkr e Of- :hee ph_ ed,"Andvve're'ff11, to det st act vi--, A,tive vote, one question about them, and a little :_ficei' Tralflinfy Corps, &ri is tz)d'n, errmneL ine T)emore seriously. -L - - 1 1
they didn't make the trip." Aaron Avery made it clear he has be- '441WTIKC sLablished * hSChool$ ties 111,of th

"The fact I get to represent my acad- gun taking himself seriously after 14 w 'So '6ttug oichestrawd the"firs-t "Is"baseballee" , '' L L -:, I I - Aemy makes me so proud to be here," said in the Show-Me program. onat Tourna- thfu ba4ketbal][Tf -doWt thow ' 1w, A
'states to', - -MScott Clark, Oklahoma's cadet company "I needed some discipline in my life went at the Army, ,. ',,Abzrdceh -said 'That* s,'up W th6- K'.

commander. "Ibe cadets who are here said Avery after winning the knock-out 'arid, d
may not be the best basketball players or contest. "Now I'm thinking about going 6Oing kop tr
marchers at the academy, but these are into the Marines."
the cadets who tried the hardest. These discipline he demonstrated when It wa -A fo, i l step, he They"te.th-eimpolti,berdeen recreation &06 " -0', " unP-add&C"They-re_,Ii e fflyare the cadets with heart." the heat was on at the A I, b cause cadets fr, qil _ qL"w k"When yo atf&New -1 cm-, Itad pla -)asand ddughtorsur body tires, it's your heart centerindicated he had come a lot ftirther
that counts," Joseph Padilla told the 422 than the distance from Missouri to Mary-
a -dets who competed in Maryland. He land.

TU ON GuARD
December 1998
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