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r is tire roost ilUficult parl of the- day.
N S I E ---ECUADOR "I've had to team to li,.,teii very carefully for nuances

and w(-irds I'm not used to heftr'n-,- tie said. "PCTU'S
liatiect of Spani ,h is different 1hin Chite's, which is

diftcrent frOM FC1.1,001-'s. And for Brazil. like us,

Spani.,-.,,h is a second latiguage."r to th Or-liz latighin0v credit,, his parents foi- his knowledge
of Spallish.

CARING HANDS, - PFC Veronica "I learned tire I'll"Lld-C when I wa, a VOLIngstcrand we

Acosta 'cleans a wound at. a Vietnam vet wOuld.vi ;itnrvgratl( -r : nts in F'uerto Rico," he ;ai d,

treatment site in Selize. 1st Ltr "My 1110111 i Ll"t wanted iric out of the house, so she told
Col. victor:

Dale Weaver (opposite, left) rile to go out,,ide and a wittr the kids there."

checks Lydia Vasquez's throat. That sink-or-swim inti-OdUCliOll to Spanish made his
Ortiz left fori-nal studics of tile larioua-e a breeze, ( -lix said. It was

But for every patient that couldn't be J 3G L E One ofthe rca ons the 52 year-6ld colonel got his current

helped, there were many more who were. civilian life to job. Fluency in Sparikh was one ol tire criteria for the

At one treatment site, two-year-old MOMEP posting. Caiididates for theJob also had to he

Roseanne Reban came in with a fever of serve in South cuador isa h ng way Arirly War Colle _ e ,.racluates and brigade commanders.

106 degrees. from Viettrair), but al- Accordin.u to Col. Frederick Abl, U.S. Ariny South's"PIC E most three decade,,,, after deputy chiel'of staff for operations, the post-Cold
Rushed to the frojit of the line America

Veronica Acosta wasted no time. She ser -ing thereas a young fire drawdown of active component forces also reduced the

gave the little girl Tylenol, then sponge- direchon officer, Col. Victor NI, pool of candidates, qualified for the MOMEP coinnialld.

-, By Spe. Ortiz has rot urned to tile jun gle, "There %vcre on[ si%'cliullified 0-6s oil active duty."
bathed *her with cool water. I I -

After the bath, Acosta dressed little Aaron Reed The IUSh rainfOreSt OfISOUth- he 1-01)017t0d. "Five were in rrtid-assigninent and one \?,as
Tc.vas National ern Ecuador looks intich tire about to retire. So \vc e\panded the search to include

Roseanne; and cradled the sleeping child ("nard saine w,, that of Southeast Asia. colonels in the Ndtion I Guard and Arniv Rc,;erve.
for two- hours, taking her temperature
every'15 mixi: I iites., Ortiz ,aid, but the distance as it has beconie inore commonplace for tile

"'She'll be okay now," Acosta said qui- between the two places is inliTien -se, Arnry to Call upon reserve coinporient units in speciali/ed
It's a distance treasured in timcands I Jet& like civil affairs, public affairs and military Ili s-

etly, indicating that the infant's tempera- a fTa ry7" Abt added, "vx likewise frequently need individti-
ture had dropped to 97.5 degrees. gile peace ratherilian firing artillery shells at the to

enemy; it's the distance between a young inan, fre.sh out' als with special skills to augment active duty rsonnol."
rbis is what, makes it worthwhile," L - I I pe

-he added, "to help a child who needs it." of college and officer basic course, and a middle-aged One ski[I not in the joh description, but, vhich Ortiz

At the pharmacy -- the final station -- husband and father of two, high school counselor and believes has been invaluable to hini, is his expericoce as

patients needing prescri pti o n s filled were citizeii-soldier. a hi(,h chool counselor foi- the South San Antonio

greeted by Lt. Col. Richard Sanchez. No Ortiz, the Texas Anny, Guard's 49th Armored Division Indepepcient School District.,

stranger to -Central Artillery cOrninaric1q, wa-s t oped "Niv experience as an educalor has helped nic in

-1tiod 01", 
people, Dtliz sai4. "Fin r

Arm W, 10 c ommLandjhc U.S, c6n,_ undeyKtanding, more paticilt. Won't blo v up easily."he 4ihas been, eill'tj I the -1talyi
Workino with live di ffeforit forei"ll

qri medic I al triksions 
Tilititaries those

in I flonduras, Guate- Mission. ftuadcirand-Perti. or traits have come in handy, he said, "You hQVC LO under-

niala and Costa Rica. MOMEP. stand that people do thin'-, differently here," 01-LiZ Oh-
In. January, the Ca, serve([. "Diplornacy i a new lan.-Lia.ge I've learned."

enjoy coming to stroville,

Central America," he Texas, native as'Sffll, Cd command Oilil also has irripressed Inam, of the 21 soldiers
-i iuncd to the NIONIEP.

and bis place as the wnior Airier - als
said, "and helping to "Col. Ortiz iakes great care ofthe soldiers,".said SLt,
provide medical care Call ob" erver -- ]or six itionths.

to the people in these 11 s almost a crime l'o -ol paid Michael Youri-, a satellite coninrunications operator
much ftin as I in -Ind Signal Corripam at Fort Clayton,

isolated areas where )r huviiw fifOul the 25

medicine is rarely Y. bore," Orlizsaid triatter-o *-factly. Pariania, "He's like i father fi--ure. He call I)C tOL11211, but
But it's also work- The NIOMEP tie honestly Cal-es about its.

available. 21
force include,, inore than it hundred dirtN

"One thing I will "And lie's the first 0-6 1' c over who octs

never forget is the sOlcliers front the four nations (Bra- with tire -uy,,," he idded, "He realiy leads b- exaniple."

gratitude of the Yll. Argentiria. Chile and the With a saii1c. Ottiz related a recent incident,

peopleL" Sanchez United States) -uarantecing the "I was bored to death one day, so I decided to do "onic

added. "The children ccmc fire betvveen Peru and inaintenance on iny Explorer. I was otil thereclick:kil)L,

come by just to give EcuadoT. the fluid lc ,ek -- the oil %,,as low" the bLitter) le ck were

us a hug and say A,,,.the U.S. continocrit coin- I(m. I wa , under the hoodibst ha im:, a hall.

'thanks' for being niarlder, Ortiz repre, cnts US. "I turn around. and lhcrc' ; a circle offleople behind

herc." :46 interest,, on the cstaelo inavor, or file, jUNI 11apill"," Orti/ confintled. "They had rievcr seen

T -uck driver Israel oelleral staff, 'Ind also scrves as the a colonel -cttin- hi,, hands dirtN under the hood ofa car."
The fix foi-

1-ibili[y, fol 
-di,

Chi transported the M-4. with respon., the lono-standing holder spu f e be t,,\ ce it

11 h medical sup- ns ind air Ecuador, od Peru does not appcar to be so casy. Peace
travel to and front the. remote talks in Pvlay did not lead to the hoped-for ti . 11 a

plies and equipment juriggle bcadqUal-tel-S in Patuca, sillal I U.S, contingent is expected to reiuain at Patuca, al
from site to site.

A proud man, Chi L Photo by Aaron Reed Pctlador. least for the near-l'uture.

said he was concerned about people com- L Col. Victor -SitGn(_,, on the i_,clieralslaff is the After 180 days, Ortiz said he will ICZI\'e ECLlador this

ingto his country and pitying the Belizean Ortiz hiogest challen-c," Ortiz., aid inonth 'Arith a 'sense, of appreciation He's also ea,,er to

people. I learned that coming return to lik, Lone Star artillery divi,,ion.

"Sure, we don7t have the things that up. That'.,, out- broad and )Lntff, But representing U.S. "This has been a fantasic experience," Ortiz said. "BLIt

many people I n other countri o t pically intercsts I thirrk, as long "is t make good. level-headed I will not go back to Texas and sav. I've done that

have," he ob-,,crved. "But we are it hard- decisions. I'll be okay.- (NIONIEP), so evervLhin- that follow's is less than thaL,

working- people. We believe in family. Ortiz said that because Spanish is the official lalt uage lily allillc ' is ycar will be ruy

"We do the best we can with what little Of the operation, the daily I-wo-hour estado maN oi- firsi 'Warfiphter' a, DivArtv coniniander. I'm lookino

we've been given," Chi added, "and that inecting presided oN er by a Brazilian three-star goricral forward to it."

is all anyone can do."
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