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IN THE NEWS B'y MSgt. Bob H iskell Krisak in a recent paper, "The 2 1 st Cen-
National GuardBureau. tury Technical Training Environment,"

Research has shown that, for certainW OM EW S contora, figures that the U.S. types of information, approximately 42
Army, and the National Guard, uses percent is forgotten after 20 minutes," he

DV 35 or,40 wheeled and tracked ve- stated. That memory loss jumps to 66
hicles on a regular basis from the fairly percent after,24 hours and 98, percent"TO
basic 8umvee to se'lf- added.Fivi&Page 3 propelled howit after a month, Kri
zers to high-tech Abrams tanks. "This interactive technology should

It's all expensive. It's allbuilt towith- enable full-time and part-time soldiers toalso guaranteed their freedom," stand the- rigors of rough terrain. But be more proficient," said Lacontora.isa phrasefroma letter written sometimes it breaks. People who believe the new mentoringby.a retired nurse that Vaught Waitingforth I p0ople whocan trouble- system could be used for all kinds ofsaid will be'etched into--one of 'Shoot and'then rt.\-Ihe problems could thin-s, including fixing the family carthe memarial's glass panels. z, c, I . "
mean time-consuming and- downright faster and for less, moneyj are payingHowever, women forced to dangerous delays': on futtire battlefields. attention.le;Tve the service becausethey Furthermore, expecting today's mainte- The institute will test and validate thewere pregnant or because they - nance people, to know how to fix every system to prove that it does ,"at it'swere not needed following kind of vehicle., each with its own elec- 'intended to do, said engaging;,.,St ephenboth world wars were denied -ir ed mak can be Tricamo, the dean 6fengine'eomc of computeriz, eup ring. A dozenthe recognition, they deserved, expecting too much.- Photo by MSgt. Beb Haskell NJIT people helped develop the concept.Vaught added. Lacontora, a majorin the New Jersey RT'FOLKS - Maj. John "You can credit the Guard with being"I want every woman to, feet Anny Guard, and some of his new-found Lacontora (left) and Stephen the source of the original concept,"as if she is part of that iriem ' 07 industrial and'academicfaends are de- Tricamo discuss ways to work Tricamo said. "But we've all recoanizedrial when she Avalks in there,,
vising a portable uter system that is smarter, not harder.comp the potentilal value of this device."added Vaught, who paid some intended to help just about anybody fix It is currently being applied, with off--28major military dues during just about anyt4iing that won't run, through simulation?" proposed the ord- the-shelf hardware, to the Humvee, theyears in the Air Force before, Operation Sinart Force is the Army nance officer who has been working on basic four-wheelvehicle that has replacedretiring in 1985. Guard's program for talkifig a military this project for two years. "We don't have the venerable Jeep.She was the first woman to mechanic or a crew member through any enough time and money to train systems It will, for example, show someonemak e an operational deploy- conceivable problem and getting the engineers. We need a device to interface with only a basic knowledge of electron-merit with a Strategic Air equipment on the road again the first time with the soldiers." ics the entire ignition system and how toCommand bomber wing in' -they fix it. Hughes Aircraft, General It will resolve many problems. check the glow-plugs and, if necessary.1966-61, and the me" s she 'Motors and the New Jersey Institute -of Between 20 and 40 percent of the me- repair or replace the starter.received-as one of the few Air Q10LY are o the p q.-E=,1.a chanical problerns afflicting inilitaryand "The Rurnvee i, a ,n6d te,4 vehicle.

-Vvew
Vietnam have made her one of lion for six months. paire'd the firsttime, Lacontora estimated. lot of them," Lacontora. said. "It won't-this country's most decorated The Mentis computer, that features a That means they have to be fixed again. cost us a lot of money to test and provemilitary women. thin display board and a Pentium-based That costs millions of dollars each year. this system." That could be finished in aThe nine civilian and, power pack that can be worn like an Experi , once is no longer considered the year, he added.military women described as. oversize Walkinan, talks to you and shows best teacher. The fact that equipment is Once the computerized maintenancetrailblazers for the Ariny you what to look for and what to do about being I built better means that the same system is applied to Humvees, he added,National Guard were intro- it. It can also be used as a training device. things do not always go wrong, noted it would only be a matter of time andduced by, Col' Julia Cleckley, Getting it right the first time is one of Col. 4, Ronald Krisak, former commander money to apply it to far more complexchief of the A'nny Gu I a.rd's _the main objecti'ves, explained Lacontora of the Army Guard's Training-and Train-
Personnel Division. who is pursuing a master's degree in ing Technology Battle Lab at Fort Dix, pieces of equipment, such as the Abrams.

That is when it may pay big dividends,were: Elizabeth systems engineering at the New Jersey N.J. Therefore, people who have to fix because a tot can go wrong with the manyMcIntosh, the Joint Staff's Institute of Technology in Newark. them may not encounter the same prob- computer systems that talk to each otherdeputy director-,' Jenny Ladew, "If war-fighters can achieve first-round lems often enough to become experts. to make the Army's primary battle tanksArmy Guard. security man- hits through simulation, why can't mam-' Relying on lessons learned in a class- move and shoot. Finding a problem in aager, Carol Reese, annual tenance people achieve first-round fixes room is also not productive, maintained hurry, and fixing it fast, could save lives.training program analyst; Col.
Denise-Baken, policy and
communications office chief,
Capt. Amelia Calder, environ-
mentat staff officer; CW04,

AV nVJ1Depl PATRIOTsViki Murray, military person-
net technician; CW02 Phyllis

With engines running, aWinton, federal recognition 1 7 Patriot launching stasection supervisor; SGM
Wendy Velez, enlisted tours tion, blelonging. to the
chief, and Spd. Brandi Cline, Alabama Army Guard's

1,st:Battalion 203rd Air.administrative NCOfor the
Defense Artillery, isdriv-Future Forces Integration
en off -a C-SA at Maxwellbranch.

"I commend you on the AFS, Ala. Thirty one air
def nd with thejourney that you have trav-
263rd 8 and 'D Batterieseled," Cleckley toldthe nine. practic6d - 0"hot I ads','She also reminded all of the everal times durin

women at the ceremony: s g a
recent eXercise"There is work still to do."

y of the-Atabania N L'tidnal Guard
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TEXAS'TOIL Texas
Army Guard Sgt. Clifford
Frank, a flight engineer,
checks the landing gear

fo a Sherpa C-23B (far
left) prior to takeoff.

"N"

Burk-ley started flyinz in
1965, at age 17, spending four't"t 
years as an enlisted man in the7
Air Force, before going ton, -ivilian helicopterwork as a'c
pilot for the Maryland State
Police. While there, he joined

It's not fast or pretty, butTexas aviators say the Maryland Army National
Guard and becarne an aviator.

In 1990, Maryland receivedthe Sherpa passed the'test during their the Sherpa mission, and
Barkley was the firstin line tofirst humanitarian mission overseas pilot the aii-craft. Since then,

Photos by Spc. Aaron Reed he has logged more than 2,600
hours in a C-23B cockpit. A

and; eye' -do'ct(i i g. to. Soto he was one of a handful of Sherpase, Honduras. XCanoAi rBa pilots who served in southwest Asia during
There, the team from Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm.W in n e a - o Brooks Armv Medical The five National Guard Sherpas flew parts

Centefand. flie-41st'Cotn-
and passengers into forward areas of northern

bat Sqpportkospital' both Saudi Arabia, and into Kuwait and southern
'in Houston, A Iraq. Over a, five month period, Sherpa crews

Texa. , ,rw more, than 500 flew more than 500 missions, tallying over
patient,, LILIT 11" their two- 1,400 flight hours -- hauling niore than 800.0001-h W IN G S wac e'k '0'7dt e ps1,aoy"ment, per., pounds of cargo and 400 passengers -- in a
forming'surgeryan more primitive and demanding combat environment.By Spe. Aaron Reed than 100 of them., at the Gulf deployment was

Texas National Guard Lt, Col. -(Pr.) 'Wendell important to Sherpa aviators for several rea-
Bauman, an Air Forcedoc- Solis.

entralcasting didafinejob: adetermined crew of tor on toahto Brooks as "It documented to the Army that the Guard
aviators -- combat veterans all -- and a pioneering assistant chief of surgery was capable," he added. "It also demonstrated

e1c -- "Zh9 that,and comfort to the people of a third worldcpuntpy-- 0 on 'S"E R'FECT 7Athe W04 Steve,said ibe cla0orio-fliglit kina-of tfti g. 'WVdidn't have one major me-
flight line, a boxy little airplane in. Army gray. A crait" the Slwi:pu sa ed his team, Sa'MpsOn, airci 'CoM&10h-. chanical breakdown.-
Peterson'sFie03uide toAirplanes charitably describes a lot , of h eadachos.. der,, says-,thd' Sherpa is a The Army noticed. Several Guard states areas "bizarre-looking." .1f we didn't get the proven, performer. slatedto receive 36 Sherpas to support joint

The visuals were sturmirig: a "rosy-fingere& dawnat' clearance-to fly over and'inulti- service operations around the world.
the southerli'-extroinity of Texas; a snow-capped Mt. Mexico, we would have lost a day," Bauman said, "and 'It's not pretty,, and it's not fast. But much like its
Citlaltptl in the distance, an -d'"Pit-stops in one tropical because of weight restrictions and the cost of flying Hitnalayan n aniesake, the C-23B is reliable. Its four-ton
paradise after another. commercially, I would have had to drop two members payload also offers a strong hauling capability. Plus, true

But the script ... that would have to be" rewritten, frorn tw team." to its antecedents as a commuter airliner, it's relatively
because the moment of high drama, the cn' .sis; imme at the, The .Sherpa &4 ered the medical team to Honduras econornical to operate.th arva 'commercial. flight.very beginning. just40 ininutcN lalei But the, aircraft's greatest selling point may be the

It was 4 a.m. at the Raytheon oporation§'bailding at 'This ha , been a vor good:7ride, inuch-betteT, than 1, 'people who fly it. The experience Burkley brings to the
San Antonio International Airport when CWO4-' Steye expected." he said. "Ibopewecani berepe'atcust6mers.", unit as both a helicopter and fixod-wing pilot is typical.Sampson broke the bad news. 0,n -ked fullAc ordingtoSainli ' 'thes Adistinctpossibility. Sampson, wh16 for more than two decades woi

"I'm sorry to have to tell you this, butwe maypothe -We're talking to the 'Operational Support A. irlift time as the fdcillty instructor pilot and instrument exam-
going," he informed the -crew. "We still donthave'our' Command right now about taking on'the CentralAmer- iuer.,4t the Gullrd's Martindale Army Air Field in San
country clearance for Mexico. ica routes full-time," he said. -",Geographically, ifjust Antonio, has to ed more than 14,000 flying hours.

Sampson, the aircraft commander, went back- to the makes sense." Theyouthful gi-andfatherearned his "Screaming Eagle"
phone with -a Mexico City number in hand. Three rnin- The Austin-basM unit isquickly developing the -first- shoulder patch flying UH_ I and OH-6 helicopters for the
utes later, he emerged smiling. hand experience thaf make the flights _ solith safer and 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam in 1969. In rnid-

"I woke him up at home," he said of aw.unnamed more efficient. 1996,hespent-five'weeksllyin C-12s in Bosnia sup-
embassy employee. "We're cleared." At ori( fuetstop, the airc raft-was inet by armed M xj- porting the NATO peacekeeping effort.

The trip was a first for Sampson, co-pilot CW0 Doi), can Marines. Each stop along the way' presented.differeat Foi- his part, flight engineer Frank- can recall an earlyBurkley and flight engineer Sgt. Clifford- Frank, all pi qcedures for.buying fuel; and 'sometimes aJanguage carceras an AirForcecrew chief in southeast Asiadurine,
members of the Texas Army Guard'84j tachmeut 2- harrier to overcome,_ -He said the Sherpa is a lot easier to
Company H, 17 1 st Aviation. "Idon't know- hbwmuiL hljustpiiid these gUYs," Frank maintain than the old C- 121 Super Constellations he cut

"We've flown as far west as Las Vegas and a:,, far north shrugged atthe Veracruz, airport, -as he struggled prepa7 his teeth on.
as Fort Drum, N.Y., but this is our first aussion outside itig-a prje fakeoff weight and balance sheet that required "This really is a great airplane," Frank said, monitor-
the continental U.S.," Sampson said'. him to convert liters to pounds.-',1t was either $300 or ing in-flight fuel consumption from the flight deck.

The unit rolled-out their first C-23B Sherpa last Sep- $3,000. The Nevertheless, Burkley said piloting the Sherpa is more
tember, with a second scheduled for deliw' in August. In additiont h ctive duty doctors to San' business th - full,

With a requirement to fly each aircraft 35 hours a Antonio' AN Sherpa' crew. ost of their spring "We fly this airplane pretty conservatively," lie said.
month, and the possibility of getting" approval for 20 flying helicopter, parts an passengers t6l]Upango AB in "Everything's pretty regimented. We do our best to
additional hours for high priority missions, Sherpa. pilots El Salvador, wt) re a texas ATmy Gpaid'Black Hawk minimize the sqrprises.11
and flight engineers stay busy. unit was supporting OperationNew Horizons, 98. Judging from the response of this Sherpa unit's early

The Texas detachment's maiden overseas nussion was While SGcfi-m ksioilsare typical, Burkley n6ted he and customers, don't be surpri sed if this aviation detachment
to deliver an active Army and Air Force team of surgeons his-f elloA crcwis 'not. spends more lime in the air than on the ground.
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JR., DCMUS"d i ri I agement Me/Phers of towa's 18, fll Fi hler Wing re-
jourricyvmul with tl)oAl iska.Air--Ciltft4-,il,'. ,I-N ceptly resent-( d iti iNkardiii-Sj6tixlin-dPai'aiiied-
Air R i"ttqfinLr Witia atEielso ri ics In for it', effor-ts in tr iniwl Incurlhers,-of thelelect of"Aed hissutw' , An -i 6arl Sk,)ux Ciiv-baseO uoit

Born-iff Failbartks ot-Yupic (A aqkan'hativ,&) The alliance be-c-nui four vears a2o whcn the
6ennan wid-butch M4e'0. 4 rjleJ U S. Air Force be,_,an requirino that,,\ir Guard
life a;'ouIl0 threei,, cars a _,o Medical technicians be n, V

ationall -rei-,istered as_lasKnNa1ion4J Guard 46 oqs Cha 10 J01- f: ENI T, .A emergoicy medical technicians oi
Program -w,,ith Three The Pt*ograIII, started by the 185th', NlSgt.

N trds, "'evel-al certi 15 ate, Sie e Hopkim, had one kii-two 185th medical
Ahio schooldiplutria 1rom th6-,Q!ojV stty() professi omds riding with Siouxiand par micdics

X1a,,,ha-AtichoraL)Q. The (I it 17111 veckend drills.aintic higgh,,
schobl i,, d at helpiog Cho6l'dirop 00ts. -jrst Air Guard unit, in the nat'One of the 1 1011 to

le 14 develop a partner hip with a local ambul nce
Ma N, 1,995 md has for hil - t. service. the 1830i's medical NUadron has 16
Nv oil and Offbase. Hecoac es youth-basker EMTS tssi,,Iled.
halt: collect" QInned the fai rbanKs F I cid

B;tnk,,,-donates t(- y ;,fo childrorl'alt Chris The-11fichigan Ariky Guard's ent-ironmental
partiCiJIAWN in ChUrCl) activitics.and )-mmits scctioTl'rQc6vcLd the Naiional Guard Bureau Em I-
people into the Ail, Guafd. ronniental Stew4rdsfiip Award receri -cC011IlIZ_

(lie he st stat c/territory cj)N, iron mental

.Hrigliteii.itigtliedavof ,-( iiitgcaiteer.patientv 91vu u
ty scemla distant rlioug t to -so ic; but Fcr The a% ar-(, d Nvas ffesontcd at the annual NGB

CA4S t, HIKIN Fox, the Perimylvuqi i Air arW'L,-, NqiortatEu\ ironniciltal -NVfji: shop held in Little
selfi(v c -klisted adviso1% a. ledut, it triew W Roc , A]

rill nd 4 YW "This aw ,ird is spccial beca6ise Michigm w,,t,,,
F0% rcoentN, delivered ricarly -1,000'Air Outard CJCCtc f based out om prown performance tather

It; e shi6v M cdici I'Venier%, 111all oil a SUbIllittCd noo'hiation," ,,aid N-ficlik-an's
Caocej- N%,ard and to cterari, at lht ,Lehanotn U Col. Tibor Lanczy, chief of"constrLIC6011 itld-

mfjtyy \ ledicat e'jj 1,, x. .. .... Jacilities.
Jh I gct ILW Nk I F(),\,l hAdNot!4U, ', LtVidc ILI "Oft144L 41N o on jte'L MIM771 7i -onnyc'MTT77V' 77coll, Intl

uIll [s. S( , bo: 1) es 0 - will", ti 1fWVcreCJuu-v[I)eI)ts and prt)Aidirig good tcward-
Ing.

"This entive prJeci m4de me, qwd bNGm , arcinleinbcr,".
s ,tid Fox, who -is "I tradi tiorial Guardmember and N't Cien. F. Gordon Stump, Michioan's ad ju-
owus an a4tornotive repair shop 'J'k-pek'v jhe Wid", taw gi 11Q.taL also reco ,ncd the support ind com-

IppreOate,flic hatsY4 I - :'
VIC pljal)Ce ct Q L ery Guardmciva)er and e 0 ;ccitreaflv bii-hfc g facility-tied up sonic people that- really ye located in cverv armor and trainin

acr ,sJb ,
_'w

Uvst car,, the \k ol vk:rinc State-run Calilp

gia s, Yark kckalleNGe 'Aii.Wemv re-,-Gior, 'G I aN1ido received (tic -prestigious NGB Eaolc
ceived Colporate jf'jrtrqi)),the eoi-ia Award for cfwironmentalr uafitv at a larLc- non-
P(m r er,(_ om hejj, th eUt'll)j 'j'Corn- n1clu" -tj al it), u-dlation, and then placed third in thec,,, check fol )oo to I fl e"s Ven same catc-ort$16 Amw witic.

a _( ld atoiaf Gu d spousore4 rm, in
p 'k I at

Fort Ste YI'ull Ga, A New Fork Air 61tard rescue crem, saved a
Fred Willliamssemor vice presidew of the 45-veorold 1L,;hennan from the cold waters oft'

Geor6a. Power Company, Pre'sented the- d mation Moridics, I Met recently,
to Gov. Sell Miller. dutim-, "National Guard Dav" The fisheri-nan was immediately transported toa JIc ,late capit6l.,Miller thelf J- tre-ercrnonie!,; t I (,-I Brookliaven Mertiorial Hospital in Patchol.'Lle.
sented the check- 1( maj, Accord Gt), William Bland Jr,_ ji-ig Wan on-boat'd pararescueman. the

rNrjVor appearedG&64 'ia s Adjutant 6elleral,-L SU to be suffering front hypother-
- M, , 14y first trip to You th ChatleNGc made a mia.

Itupres, Iotl (,)IIwe - said lkilliam,,,; kvho M a j. KevinMciz the 106th Rescue Wing'S
was among iriany prominent. busi ueN ,-i:!oVcr0-, supeiA sor.offl\ aid

-j, Timn N -that the Coast Guard
_4,

ment, duclttional. and comrrnmit_ , leaders who had requested the rescue sincjL the into was im-1 4 ale force )Xu) ( f 40 mpb.fiaNe th cNouth ChatteNGe Acade.iv p&,sablo due of ovei

camputs over thepast car, t'The wind had forced hi , hoat onto the sand
ChalleNGe i,, a, 22 -week Fesidontial prog-ratil slid he had been out there for two how--s," Metzfor at-ri, -youth operated, by ational

-the K, -eported:
Oluar& The Peach Suite" s Youtb.01alleNGe pro-, On board the unit's H11 60 Pavehw, k heticop-
-ram i., one ol' 15'. imilar programs operated by -c Maj. Michael Noyes-pilot, Capt. Chris
theNationat Guard nationwit: e, Sjqpc its beeill- -pilot-. TS- . Williji-ii CurminghI 

L3001Gcor2i-a 

v 
11)

Il'i n a, m0re, t lan oWlis h, r and two pararetscuemen, SMS- v'Timo-
gra uatod from the pit mun.-o thN Malloyand IS.gt. Stc en Cluff.

TUL ON GUA"12- Apiil 1998



L]

4' EYE ON DRUGS
Puerto Rico's Sgt.
Timoteo De Jesus
(far left photo) fixes'
his gaze on a hous.
ing project. Spcs.
Francisco La Luz
(rear) and Carlos
Machuca unload

A packages at a cus
toms warehouse.

Bobby Quinones, a se-
nior inspector. "Four or

71 five agents work here
with the Guardsmen.
That lets us keep more
guys on the street."

The Guardmembers
understand this is seri-
oVs business.

"We know we areTaking back the dealing with profession-
als. This is not the ar-
dener trying to sneak
somethine, by us," said
Air Guard TSgt. JorgeSTRuLETS *-i 'A -7, Hernandez, who helps

Photos by MSgt. Bob Haskell Custon),, arents moni-

he loaded ma a- to help. t .heir neigh- torthc thowandsofpas-
Despite sengers who land at San Juan's interna-

zinc locked- into bors bail out from a tiorial airport every day.
T he M- 16 rifle flood or to prevent They have also learned to live with thethreats, slung, over Timoteo De looters from tearing risks of their jobs that many have been
Jesus I s ri ght shoul der as up their town. On e' -Ling for four or fiv'e years so theyto their he'stood in the middle of hundred thirty-four can support their families on an island
a hard scrabble neighbor- Army Guardmem- now where the unemployment rate, was 13.4V e s hood i n Puerto Rico indi- bers are serving on ercent in 1.996.

receive ter neca s ui: n6tPuerto, National Guard training 1ba-ptbjeckandfqw 1hre tenifig their safety and the welfareof
exercise. others like it, for the their families.Sgt. De Jesus Van a lot long haul to help po-, 71,R i C o's," One Guardsman, who asked not to be
of other Army GuarO- lice'rmintainlaw and- identified, said his windshield was
members prominent in order in their own smashed by rocks thrown at his car as heG u a r thcir -camouflage uni- CURBING BUSINESS - Spc. Gregario Jorge watchbackyards. es Was driving home after midnight aboutAnother 125 machine for illegal narcotics being shippedhave _ _e6ii A con an X-ray three years ago.digs in from Venezuela.stant presence since the Army and Air "If you stop, they will kill you," he said.
final days of December, Guardmem hers are But the Guardsmen accept the risksagainst in the Las Palmas Hous- -working with U.S. Customs and:'orher total confiscatigns, because they can serve their people while
ing Project, where 1,400 federal and state law enforeemetit.a'gen- "Dru-deals'Ad turf wars and murders ho Iding down good-paying jobs whered r a g people live in 42 concrete cies- to search for drugs being flown and in the night have made parts of the Dela- the average annual income is under
apartment buildings out- shipped into Puerto Rico in packages and ware-'sized commonwealth dangerous $8,000. One sergeant said he makes aboutdealors side the capital city of on passengers. plac'es to live, said Army Guard Lt. Col. $1,300 more per month than he did as a
San Juan. They know it is a risky way to earn a Manuel Brillon-Rodriguez, commander hotel financial controller.

By MSgt. The 40-member Army living, Guardmembers explained, because of the task force that has woi ked in the Others, including people with college
National Guard-security the people who deal in the multimillion- public housing projects since 1993. degrees, are happy to be employed. There

Haskell unit assigned to that dollar drug trade know who they are and "We are helping to rebuild confidence are.200 names on a waiting list.
project man six guard 'where they live. in the local police," Brillon-Rodriguez "A lot of people-didn't have jobs, soNational posts and help the Puerto' 1 Illegal drugs are the root of the expAained. "Public housing people sel-. they work for the task force," explainedGuard Rican State Police keep commonwealth's crime problein. An es- dom respect law enforcers. They don't SSgt. Angel Labiera, 54, who signed onBureau the peace in what is a timated seven tons of cocaine pour into respect anything, even each other." in 1993 after the electronics company
unique National Guard, Puerto Rico each month, said Air Guard Customs agents clearly respect the where he was a machinist broke up. "I am

mission for this nation. Lt. Col. Orlando Gonzalez, Puerto Rico's Guard workers. blessed. I have a family to maintain."
A force of 300 state police and Na- counterdrug coordinator. The island, has -"Without the National Guard, we would Meanwhile, they are doing their bit to

tional Guard troops moved in to clean up become the crossroads for drugs being not be able to dothis," said Inspector Juan slow the tide of dangerous and illegal
the neighboiliood on Dec. 29. Police ar- sinuggled from Columbia, The Washing- Huxtado at a seaport warehouse where as drugs that flow through their island.
rested 22 re.sidents for narcotics viola- ton Post reported recently., many as 15 Guafdmembers help X-ray or , The problem will not go away as long
tions and confiscated 10 vehicles while After getting around customs, explained open the parcels in two or three cargo as there is a demand, noted Army Guard
National Guard troops sealed the perim- Gonzalez, nearly 90 percent of the drugs containers from such places as Columbia, Maj. Maria Rodriguez.
eter and watched their backs, go unchecked to U.S. cities alongtheEast Panama and Venezuela. "We have to focus on our children,

"This makes -a lot of difference," said Coast. The rest remains on the island. More than 55,006 containers have been when they are 7 and 8 years old, to reduce
the New York-born De Jesus."'Ibese kids In 1997 alone, 3.5 tons of cocaine were inspected since 1989. That, however, is the demand for drugs," she insisted.
can play outside, and people can sleep at seized in the Port of San Juan, said Cus- less than 10 percent of the total. Until the demand is erased, members
night without baving to worry'about the torns supervisor Hector Alvino. Of all "If we have doubts about what is in the of the Puerto Rico Natioual Guard are
place being shot up." U.S. ports of entry, San Juan was No. 3 in cont. C, amers, We send them here and check conunitted to making life uncomfortable

This is not emergency temporary duty heroin and No. 4 in cocaine in last year's 100 percent of the contents," explained for the drug-dealing adults.
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nis
T he Guard and 'the Spanis',h-Aulterican War

men mustered into the Army for two with more qualified officers.

'ye rs. A total of, 194,National Guard The biggest problem facing the en
units s6ved in this. d teV o lu n t e r in g ,-, peno . Allexcep listed ranks was the poor condition of
one, the Ist 'U.S. Volunteer Cavalry their uniforms and equipment, much of

-pown as the "Rough Rid- as worn out or obsolete. Most
(commonly k which w'

tz,ers") bore their state name in their des- states hadadopted the Army field uni-
ignation. form prior to the war. but with the rapid

-In the U.S. Army of 1898 units were influx of new men filling each company
segregatedby race, with African-Arneri- to wartime strength, these items soonin DRO V,."-,.E,.I cans serving in one of four regiments. ran ouf. This left some of the men
With one exception, the states followed arrivingat their training camps without

hen the ArriQrican battle cruiser:U.S.S. Maine this pattern with 1heir National Guard uniforms. Within days, however, the
exploded and sank in Cuba'sHavana Harbor units.'In 1898, 16 states had separate new men usually received their cloth-
on the eveving -of Feb. 15, 1898, it was the black commands, ranging from single 14 D-Miff-oky. ing issue, Obsolete and broken equip-

final spark that ignited the long simmering conflict companies to complete regifments com- merit was replaced as quickly as pos
between the Spanish government and the American manded by black officers. Eight, states sible, with manufacturers working
people over the issue of Cuban independence. accepted black soldiers for federal ser '_Ahny.GLtwd Ijisto4an around the clock to produce the goods

The, explosion, at the tirne blamed on Spanish sabo- vice, they were: Alabama, Mw 14nd,,, and ship them to the camps.
tage, killed 266 sailors and mitr.iged the nation. The calls' 14diana, Kansas, Massachusetts No-rdli, Life in the camps was what it has
for war were heard eveiA. \,hcrc, from city streets anid Carolina, Ohio and Virginia. Of these,. always been -- troops spending almost
town meetings to the halls of Congress-, only Massachusetts incoTporated white- and black sol- aU of their time drilling, marching, learning the proper

But why would the U.S. become involved in helping diers in a single organization- Comliany L of the 6th handling and care of t eir weapons and equipment and
the Cubans to gain their freedom fromcolonial rule?. '.Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. - other soldier tasks. Target practice and bayonet drills

Spain maintained-asizable army in Cuba and used this By early May the troops were moving to their armories became regular activities.
force in an attempt to quell the freedommovement. Some and preparing to leave, for active-dutY.- After a unit was To toughen up the troops, units conducted distance

I I . 4 u-
of their actions were brutal and were -termed "a rod ties m stered into federal service, usually at a inake-shift route-step marches and cross-country field exercises.
by the "yellow press" (the tabloids of the d4y), Their camp in the statelcaoi.tal, it was moved to one of the Within weeks men from all walks of life were becoming
reports were often em betlished and -ev en fabricated to traimpg camps located in South, fiese camps allowed soldiers in the true sense of the word, gaining confidence
outrage the American public. Publishers like William 'qdi&k r deployment by sea for- operations in Cuba and -in themselves and their tonifades.

aAjALQ&Q Ir-A t-_-._,., " -

flood of misinformation and half-truills, ne(i .1(4n wVch troo S, depft Xed t6,tille :acquirm-g- its fffstmayaz1ne-&d ,b4-:ac n n
mpel y arrang "Called the Kinag-Jorgensen. However, almost all of theco 'd the Cithan his s _t,U.S., intervention to aj Nriny'bf I these camps 64 Zn-a am sites wit 1 railroad accessibility being one of the deter- Guard units comin- on active duty were still aimed withFinIttly, ttherequest6fPttsidentV ,'illiam

Congress declared -iA '4gainst Spain Ap ril 221- 1898 :' outdated 45 calibre, single shot breech-load-
wittithe(yoalofwinning Cube iiitidepend e. Within" ing Springfield rifles, commonly known as a
days wordarri-vo-d-rron) hal fw i\,around'the world of "trapdoor" (because the breech flips up to
Commodore Geol ',quir3k. and decisive allow a new round to be chambered). Some
naval victory over the Spanish fleet in Muila Har- Guard units were issued the newer weapons
bor, the Philippines (also a Spanish colony). rior to their deployment overseas. All Ameri -

6 p
The word of Dewey's victory added more energy. can armsstiil fired bullets using black powder,

to the great wave of excitement already runnin which created clouds of gray smoke revealing
through the country about the war. When America the, firer's position. The Spanish Army, by
entered the war the U.S. Army numberedonly 28,000 contrast used smoke-less powder.
men, most of whom were scattered in forts and Guard artillery also was obsolete. Almost all
camps in the West. There were so many volunteers of the guns dated from the Civil War, with
that the Army quickly filled the ranks of the existing some still smoothbore, muzzle loaders. Like
regiments to about 34,000, still too few men to the rifles, they also fired black powder rounds,
invade Cuba and Puerto Rico (another Spanish leaving large clouds of thick smoke after each
colony), secure the Philippine Islands and protect discharge. Some states had added Gatling guns
the U.S. from a possible invasion. to their inventory, though many of these were

On Ap ril 22, President McKinley called upon'the poorly maintained. Those Guard artillery units
state uovernors to raise 125,000 'men for overseas Photo courtesy National Archives deploying overseas were issued modern rifled
service. These units consisted of infantry regiments, OFF TO WAR -Troops with Company K, 9th Massachusetts 3.2-inch, breechloading field pieces firing brass
artillery batteries and cavalry troop,,.:Tb-ey were Yolunteer Infantry leave for a training camp from Clinton, encased shells.
desionated as "volunteer" units to distinguish them Mass., in 1898 for service in the Spanish-American War,,. While the troops underwent their first days
from re-ular Army regiments. All of the regimental of Army, training, they began to faH prey to the
officers were appointed by the governor, while all gen- mining factors for location. Because few structures ex- greatest threat they fa ed in the war; not Spanish bullets,
eral officers were appointed by the president. Subse- isted, troops were housed in tents. but water and insect-bome diseases such as malaria,
quent calls by the president raised an additional 58,000 As the troops began serious training in preparation for typhoid and typhus. Far more men died from illness than
men bringing the entire number of volunteers to 182,687, combat, a number of problems became apparent. Many in combat. For- example, New York ' had 436 men die in
most of them serving in state- aised units. of the Guard officers, all appointed by the state gover- service, only 15 of whom were killed in action.

The majorityof themenfilling these rankswere drawn nors, lacked sufficient qualifications and experience to By early June many of the regiments in the East coast
from existing National Guard units in the several states. properly train the men under their command. This was camps werecompletely equipped, trained and ready to
Unlike today, Guardsmen could not.be mobilized for true from lieutenants to colonels. With a lot of help from go to Cuba. At the same time, Guard units were preparing
overseas duty, they were only state soldiers and had to their regular Army advisors most were able to gain an to sail fromSan Francisco for the Philippines. The men
volunteer for service out of the country. With the popu- acceptable level of competence, though soing were so we're eager to get into the action. For some the "great
larity of this war, wholeregiments of enthusiastic Guards- bad that their advisors recommended they be replaced adventure" wasabout to begin.
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