CNGB Message to TAGs

7 May 2004 *
The events of the past week have clearly focused the world on the duties, honor and responsibilities of the American Armed Forces.  I ask you to reflect upon the solemn obligations that each of us, as American Soldiers and Airmen, has to our states, our nation and to those with whom we serve.  We are entrusted with the lives of America's sons and daughters--to train them, to lead them and to act as their role models. 

You have heard me say, "when you call out the Guard, you call out America."  You call out all of America--its values, its beliefs, its spirit.  They are the very values the National Guard helped to create in the fashioning of this great democracy; they are the values for which the Guard and our fellow service members have shed their blood; and, they are the values that give us the moral high ground on the field of battle.  Indeed, they are the values we have sworn to defend. 

The honor of a Soldier or Airman is never negotiable.  Their values must transcend time and circumstance; their performance of duty, no matter the difficulty, must be accomplished with honor and distinction; and their responsibilities to the Constitution and each other fulfilled in the highest traditions of the American spirit. 
I ask each of you to review with all those for whom you are responsible their solemn obligation to each other, their service and our great nation.
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*message written in the wake of the Iraqi prisoner abuse scandal
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