Oregon and Bangladesh with Nepal

THE SPP: PROVEN SUCCESS

e Inits 20th year, SPP partnerships continue to
build linkages and provide a stabilizing pres-
ence with partner militaries, as well as encour-
age closer relations across all levels of society.
¢ A third of current SPP partnerships, repre-
senting four Combatant Commands, are pro-
viding thousands of troops in Afghanistan. This
success has been supported, and often en-
abled, by the National Guard through enduring
military-to-military relationships forged
through the SPP.

e Over two-thirds of SPP partner countries cur-
rently provide thousands of troops and military
experts for United Nations peacekeeping ef-
forts. These critical partner-country deploy-
ments reduce pressure on U.S. forces world-
wide and hedge against the need for more di-
rect and costly U.S. military involvement in fu-

ture contingencies.
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SPP VALUE ADDED:
o Supports U.S. and partner country objectives

o Provides innovative high-impact, low-cost secu-
rity engagements with a small footprint

o Develops enduring relationships, collaboration,

and sustained access to enhance security needs

SPP SECURITY ENGAGEMENTS

Program partners e
engage in a broad ;
range of security co-
operation activities
to include homeland
defense/security,
disaster response,
consequence man-
agement, border/
port/aviation secu-

rity, combat medical, |

defense reform, and

=%

interagency coopera- :
tion. Michigan and Liberia

Front Cover: Minnesota and Croatia

The community-based nature of the National Guard
provides personnel stability that results in a high level
of unit integrity and experience. The shared civil/
military work force also provides broad skill sets that
are ideal for fostering long-term relationships and
developing trust with partner countries. All activities
are coordinated through the Combatant Commanders,
U.S. Ambassadors’ country teams, and other agencies
as appropriate to ensure National Guard cooperation is
tailored to meet U.S. and international partners’ objec-

tives.
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The National Guard: Security We Can Afford

State

Partnership
Program

Enhancing
International
Security and Defense
through
Enduring National Guard
Relationships



NATIONAL GUARD’s STATE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

Bolstering Combatant Commands ° Interoperability with U.S. forces
o Defense reform and military modernization

with activities that advance: , partnership capacity to meet 21st Century security challenges

64 State Partnerships ... and counting
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