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Gov. Blagojevich answers Indiana governor’s

request for emergency response assistance 
More than 300 Illinois National Guardsmen to deploy to Indianapolis area under Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) agreement
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. - Gov. Rod Blagojevich is sending selected elements of the Illinois National Guard to Indiana in response to an Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) request from Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels.  Daniels made the request for Illinois Guard forces to assist in the massive emergency response effort now underway in and around Indianapolis.  The Illinois National Guard forces are part of a multi-state regional response in the wake of a suspected nuclear explosion in that city earlier today.

Approximately 300 Illinois Army and Air National Guard personnel have been notified by the Joint Force Headquarters in Springfield to report to their armories and prepare to deploy to Indiana to help in the initial emergency response effort in and around Indianapolis.  As peacetime commander-in-chief of the Illinois National Guard, Gov. Blagojevich is calling up the Guardsmen initially in a State Active Duty status.  It is expected that once the President declares this an incident of national significance the Illinois Guard forces will transition to a Title 32 Active Duty status.  Under Title 32, the Illinois Guard forces would remain under the control of the governor, but receive federal funding.
Gov. Blagojevich is sending elements of the following Illinois National Guard critical response capabilities to Indiana:

· Joint Force Headquarters – Illinois (JFHQ-IL), Springfield, Ill.

· Joint Task Force Illinois (JTF-IL)

· 5th Civil Support Team (CST), Bartonville, Ill.

· Chemical Biological Radiological Nuclear High-Explosive (CBRNE) Enhanced Response Force Package (CERFP)

· Reconnaissance and Aerial Interdiction Detachment (RAID), Decatur, Ill.
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The Illinois CERFP is comprised of personnel from the following Illinois Army and Air National Guard units:
· 44th Chemical Battalion, Macomb, Ill.

· 445th Chemical Company, East St. Louis, Ill.
· 444th Chemical Company, Monmouth, Ill.

· 135th Chemical Company, Machesney Park, Ill.

· Illinois Air Guard medical personnel from the 126th Air Refueling Wing, Scott AFB, 182nd Airlift Wing, Peoria, and 183rd Fighter Wing, Springfield

“Like everyone, I was shocked and horrified by the cowardly attack on our neighbors in Indiana,” said Blagojevich.  “We will do whatever we can to help the citizens of Indiana in this time of trouble, as I am sure they would do for us if a similar catastrophe were to take place here in Illinois.  We stand united as Americans and Midwesterners in responding to this catastrophic humanitarian crisis.”
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