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ver 14 months ago, we
began this mission in
Arkansas in armories all
across the state like Lit-
tle Rock, Benton, Newport, Russell-
ville and Searcy—*‘our own back-
yard.” And, we fired our weapons
at Camp Robinson, crawled
through the mud at Fort Chaffee
after numerous days of non-stop
rain, and ultimately, back to our
armories to bid our farewells.

Many of you rolled out of your ar-
mory—your town—in the early
morning hours at the beginning of
the New Year as you hugged your
wife, child, parents, brothers and
sisters—your family—for the last
time in a long time. As you
boarded the buses, you made
one last ditched effort to show
your loved one you cared with a
wave that would stay in your mind
for the next several months until
you saw them again.

There can be no doubt that the
training that we endured for
nearly six long months in both Ar-
kansas and Mississippi was hard,
but compared to leaving family
behind | think you’ll agree that the
training was the easy part. Now, |
would like to spend time focused
on your accomplishments during
this deployment, and the time
you’ve spent with your ’Bowie’
family.

As your Brigade commander, | couldn’t be

more proud of the accomplishments that have
resulted from your dedication to this mission.

The 39th Infantry Brigade Combat Team commanders and command sergeants
major pose for a photograph in April while training in Kuwait.

And, I’'m confident in saying that the 39t Bri-
gade—and the Bowie knife—is well known
throughout theater. Soldiers recognize the
Bowie patch that you now wear on your right
shoulder as a combat veteran. It’s recognized
as a symbol of excellence, and as I’'ve heard
general officers phrase it here in Baghdad—a
quite professionalism. We go about our jobs
with pride, and we get it done with hard work.
As a commander, | can’t ask for any more than
that, and | take ‘quite professionalism’ as a
huge compliment.

We don’t have to tell everyone how good this
Brigade is, because we do it with our actions.
But, this comes as no surprise to me after my
time in the Brigade; hard work and dedication is
just something we’ve come to expect from one
another; not just in the 39th, but all of Arkansas.

Since arriving in theater, we’ve been sent in
many different directions and have done many
different missions. In fact, our missions are as
varied as the locations in which we serve—Al
Asad, Tallil, Taji, Baghdad and the surrounding
areas.

We’ve provided convoy security, manned tow-
ers and gates (force protection) while also serv-
ing in mayor cell operations in some locations.
I’ve seen numerous accomplishments first hand
here on Victory Base Complex where we’ve not
only done our job, but we’ve made security
here better for those that will follow. It’s a com-
mon theme that | see everyone following—
leave it better than you received it.

| look at the mission in Al Asad as a prime exam-
ple of dedication to mission. It’s amazing to

think that after just eight months in country, the
battalion has racked up well over two million
miles on the road. Day in and day out, 2nd Bat-
talion is rolling a convoy down the road that
stretches out some 50 miles at times. Just stop
for a moment and imagine the challenges that
a 50-mile convoy can provide when you’re task
with securing it—nothing short of amazing.
These teams are providing security to the very
supplies that keep the military fueled, fed and
supplied in general. And, the risk is evident
when you consider also that these supply routes
are a 700-mile journey roundtrip.

The same mission holds true for the CAV and
the 206t Field Artillery Regiment. Their routes
vary in length; however, the focus has to be just
as intense as they run similar convoy security
missions. Since March, Lt. Col. Darrell Daniels,
and his ‘Lead the Way’ Regiment have logged
more than 700 missions and equaled 2nd Battal-
ion’s two million mile mark. Lt. Col. Damon
Cluck’s Soldiers have much shorter convoy mis-
sions, yet, equally dangerous as they’ve spent a
lot of time in Sadr City, which we all know has
been a hot spot for terrorist activity. Waiting
while trucks unload concrete barriers for eight
hours in that area of Baghdad is challenging.

In addition to the convoy missions, the 217t in
Tallil and 206t in Taji have served as mayor cell
operations which bring on a whole new set of
challenges. Each of which has been handled
with ‘quite professionalism’ by each organiza-
tion.

And of course, I’ve had the luxury of going out
on several missions here in Baghdad with 1st Bat-
talion as they own a large part of the tower and






gate security on VBC. I’ve joined the troops
on patrols in the village of Makasib, and I’ve
dealt directly with several of the sheiks at vari-
ous tribal meetings and meals. We’ve dedi-
cated schools, soccer fields, opened veteri-
nary clinics, built greenhouses and we’ve
worked closely with the Iraqi Army and other
international military organizations. We’ve
brought good things to the people of Iraq,
and | see the biggest positive today being the
fact that we’re allowing the Iraqis to solve
their problems—our role is more advisory.

From my view today, improvements in this
country are evident. You can be proud of
your role in those improvements; not only this
time but during the last deployment.

Our Charlie Company has run the VBC Joint
Visitor Bureau hotel and have served as the
personal security detail for entertainers like the
‘American Soldier’ himself—Toby Keith—as
well as the president-elect of the United
States—Barrack Obama—before he was the
president-elect. You probably never
thought—or at least | didn’t—that an infantry
company would be running a hotel, but that
just goes to show you the variety in the mis-
sions we’ve had. But again, important missions
nonetheless.

| would be remiss if | didn’t take time to recog-
nize my battalion commanders in whom |
have placed much confidence— Lt. Col(s).
Damon Cluck, Darrell Daniels, Brad Cox, Jim
Treece, Mickey Stewart. A strong leadership
team was critical to success as we went our
separate ways after Kuwait, and each—
along with the support of their sergeants ma-
jor—has proven they were up to the chal-
lenge. Additionally, a personal word of thanks
to our deputy commander— Col. Kirk Van-
Pelt—as well as Command Sgt. Maj. Steven
Veazey for their leadership and friendship.

The list is long when talking about the accom-
plishments of this Brigade, and | don’t want to
rehash the things that you’ll actually see for
yourself in this book. It’s true that a picture is
worth a thousand words, and | think these pic-
tures will help tell the story on what you’ve ac-
complished since October of last year. It will
take you from the early stages of saying
goodbye to your family at the armory, to train-
ing at Camp Robinson and Fort Chaffee, the
winter days and nights at Shelby, the dust-
filed days in Kuwait and then on to your spe-
cific location where you’ve called home the
last eight months.

While your face may not be seen anywhere in
this book, if you will back up just a little and
widen your perspective what you will see is a
team—Bowie Team. It’s that perspective that
has made us successful on this deployment.
Each of us pulling our own weight and always
looking out for the other guy or gal that’s
watching your back. You’ve been in the mili-
tary long enough to know that some of the
best bonds you’ll ever develop in your lifetime
will happen here with those wearing the same
clothes as you—Soldiers, Bowie Team Soldiers.

And with that said, I’d ask that you keep our
two fallen Soldiers from this deployment and
their families in your prayers. Sgt. 1st Class An-
thony Woodham and Spc. James “Jimmy”
Clay served their country with honor, and their
family as well as their ‘Bowie family’ is hurting
today. Never forget these Soldiers, never.

I hope this book will help you realize the great
amount of pride you should have for having
been on this deployment with your brothers
and sisters, friends and neighbors and your
fellow combat veterans. You have made this
deployment a success. You have kept your
‘Bowie’ buddy safe while out on missions. You
have sacrificed being away from your family.
But, “we” have served our country well. We
are Bowie Team!

The rest of our team—our families, our employ-
ers—are awaiting our safe return to the States.
They have stood by us throughout this deploy-
ment, and their sacrifices have been as great
as our own. They have simply served in a dif-
ferent location. Your spouse may have been
on the front lines of her own handling the kids,
the bills and managing all the other issues that
families are challenged with, and they’ve
done it well. | encourage you to thank them
for that support. Your reintegration back into
your family is the next most important mission
of your life once this one is complete.

It would appear I’ve written about a picture
and a half, or roughly 1,500 words, in putting
this message together—a little longer than my
norm. But, | could go on and on about the
integral role each of you has played in mak-
ing this Brigade successful in this, our second
deployment to Iraq. May God bless each and
every one of you and keep you safe as you
go forward. And now, I’ll leave you to visual
words that make up this book—enjoy! Bowie
Team!

owle Team





When we initially started hearing the rum-
blings of a potential second deployment
for the 39t Brigade back in 2007, we im-
mediately knew we had a serious chal-
lenge ahead of us. We did not, however,
have any doubts in your ability to success-
fully accomplish this mission.

The Brigade's success during the first tour in Iraq
from 2004 to 2005 no doubt played a role in the
National Guard Bureau's decision to call the 39t as
the first National Guard brigade combat team to
return for a second tour.

Roughly half of the Soldiers in the 39t had honora-

bly served on the brigade's first deployment to Iraq.

Now you were being asked to set your lives aside
once again. Some of you have answered that call
three or more times. But even for our first time
‘deployers,” you endured a great sactifice. You
said goodbye to your families, friends and civilian
employers as you stepped up to serve. Many of
you walked away from your college education,
and some of you left behind personally owned
small businesses for the honor of wearing the uni-
form in support of our nation.

| salute you for your service and the sacrifice en-
dured as a result of it.

Yours was not the only sacrifice however. The
Families and employers that you had to leave be-

hind are true patriots as well. We can't thank them
enough for their support over the years, and their
continued support as we face the future.

As we prepared the 39t for this most recent de-
ployment, the biggest question we faced was how
we would fully man the force. With over 8,500 Ar-
kansas Guardsmen having served on deployments
already over the previous six years, it was quickly
realized that this latest call for 3,200 more Arkan-
sans was about 1,000 shy of what the 39t had de-
ployable at that time. Thisled us to a 'Joint Force
Arkansas' deployment - primarily made up of the
39t Brigade - augmented with professional Soldiers
from all four corners of the state. Truly great Arkan-
sas Soldiers from each major subordinate com-
mand in the state rounded out the Bowie Team to
answer the call to duty.

We are extremely proud of each member of this
team as is Governor Beebe and the entire State of
Arkansas.

In return for your service, we pledge our continued
support. Our troops are not led into combat to
fight alone. They shouldn't be left alone to fight the
challenges resulting from combat and operational
stress. Help us to help you. It takes a Warrior to
stand up and serve in time of war. It takes an even
stronger Warrior to stand up and admit they need
help as a result of it.

You have served us; now help us to serve you. Wel-
come home Bowie Team." Job well done.

The mission—Some days,
the mission is full of intense
and dangerous opera-
tions, protecting each
other as you carry out or-
ders. But often, the mis-
sion means long days of
inactivity and waiting and
that gives you more time
to think about your friends
and family back home.
Fortunately, you can
communicate with your
loved ones from halfway
around the world in ways
that soldiers in previous
wars never could, but |
know it can still be frustrat-
ing not to be there your-
self. | hope you can take
comfort in remembering
that while you carry out
your mission, we are committed to
helping your families back home.

Some of you have now served multiple tours in Iraq,
and you bring that extra experience with you on
your current mission. | want you to know that the
support efforts for your families back home are also
building on previous experience. That experience
is making it simpler to direct families to better-
coordinated services and resources that can best
assist them. This is
where my office
can help. When
your families con-
tact us, we are
able to provide
advice and direct
them to the assis-
tance they need.
Arkansans are gen-
erous people who
support military
families in our small
state where large
deployments have
a significant im-
pact on all of us.

What | told you at Camp Shelby in March still holds
true, that if you take care of the mission; we’ll take
care of your families. | continue to receive mission
updates from General Wofford, and he tells me
that his recent visit to Iraq reinforced what we’ve
known for a long time: Our victories are won at the
squad and platoon level of our Guard. | will
proudly put the professionalism and dedication of
Arkansas’s soldiers up against any other state in
America. On those long days of waiting in the de-
sert, know that
all Arkansans
take pride in
your service
and feel a
deep appre-
ciation for
what it takes to
complete your
mission and
return safely
home.






COMMAND SGT MAJ STEVENVEAZEY

s the Brigade command ser-

geant major, I’ve spent nearly

15 months of throwing chal-

lenges your way. And these
challenges you’ve repeatedly met, and
in most cases, exceeded. But today, |
provide you with one last challenge for
this deployment—a deployment that will
be complete by the time you read my
words.

The ‘Bowie Brigade’ has received every kind of
accolade possible for our work here in Iraq. And,
you have spent countless hours manning the
towers and entry control points of our bases.
You’ve driven across mile after mile of highway
bringing safety to those that bring us life sustain-
ing supplies. You’ve run mayor cells and morale
welfare and recreation activities. But today, | ask
you to reach deep within yourself and find the
pride that our Soldiers are known for and remem-
ber our fallen.

That’s it. My challenge to you is remembrance of
our fallen Soldiers that we lost during this deploy-
ment. Our mission success here in Iraq will always
come with a caveat that says, ‘the 39t Brigade
lost two Soldiers during the deployment.” You’ll
hear that every time this deployment is the topic
of discussion, whether it’s on television or in the

local coffee shop of small-town Arkansas over
bacon and eggs.

But, | want you to remember their names—Sgt. 1st
Class Anthony Woodham and Spc. James
“Jimmy” Clay. They were two Soldiers, Watrriors
and Bowie Team members that did not die in
vain; instead, they gave their life in defense of
this great country of ours. They deserve every ac-
colade that can be bestowed upon a Soldier
and that includes remembrance by their fellow
Soldiers. And while we all have different religious
faiths, | personally feel the best accolade that |
can bestow on these Soldiers is that of prayer.

And for those of you that worked closely with
these Soldiers over the past year, | know your
heart is hurting even today. | encourage you to
seek help for that pain and know that talking
through those issues will be much better for you
than holding it inside as the pain will only get
worse. You know | take a lot of pride in the words
‘Bowie Team,” and to me it’s more than some-
thing we say—it’s about being a military family.
And, we have to look out for each other even
when we’ve finished this deployment, because
we will be working together again.

Words just never seem to be enough to express
my feelings of pride and what it means to be a
part of this team. | thank God for all of my Sol-

diers and non-commissioned officers who have

been the glue that have held this Bri-
gade together throughout this deploy-
ment. As | said earlier, I’ve challenged
you throughout, and you’ve risen to the
top—and I’ve seen that daily.

While we’ve been spread apart across
theater, I’'m well aware of the accom-
plishments you’ve made as my ser-
geants major have kept me well in-
formed. You can rest assured that it’s
difficult as the command sergeant ma-
jor of the Brigade to be so far away
from his flock; however, the confidence
| have in my sergeants major is untar-
nished. They have made it their mission
in life to take care of their troops and
thatis all | can ask for out of them.

I’ve been out on numerous patrols with

the Soldiers in 1st Battalion, and I’'ve
seen the professionalism on a regular basis. Our
training in Arkansas and at Camp Shelby paid
off as we well expected it would. | can stillimag-
ine those freezing temperatures at Shelby as we
were running the mounted combat patrol lanes.
There was snow and ice falling at one point, and
it was hard to get motivated about training on
those days. But, the secret to my motivation lies
within each of you. It is so encouraging to see a
young troop get so excited about training, and
it is that excitement that feeds this Brigade day
in and day out.

And while I’'m strolling down memory lane, |
can’t help but wander back to the night the tor-
nado hit the barracks at Shelby where our 1st
Battalion guys called home. | knew on that night
that this Brigade was ready to go into a combat
zone and complete any mission given to us. That
night was the true meaning of ‘Bowie Team’
with guys putting themselves in harm’s way to
help their brothers. | can remember the adrena-
line and fear that ran through my body worried
that we had suffered a catastrophe before we
even really got started.

But, God was waving his protective hand over us
then as he has throughout this deployment.

That night was our ‘final exam’ for the training,
and we passed with honors, and I’m convinced
we’ve never looked back from that moment on.
It’s not enough to say thank-you. In fact, I'm

convinced | don’t know what reward is great
enough for the service and sacrifice that you’ve
given, that your family has given. And just like
you, | long for the day that | return to my home
and my family. But just as | long to be with my
family, | will always long to be back with my
Bowie family. And that next time we meet, we
will only be in a drill status at our local armory as
opposed to active duty in the desert. But, the
challenge to each of us to be professional Sol-
diers doesn’t change just because we put on the
uniform one weekend a month. We always have
to focus on professionalism.

And, we focus on being professional Soldiers to
honor those two gentlemen, those two ‘Bowie
Team’ members that | asked you not to forget.
Have you forgotten? Never forgotten—Bowie
Team!






he tip of the Bowie knife—
the pride and symbol of
the Arkansas Army Na-

tional Guard’s 39t Infantry Bri-

gade Combat Team—is a little

sharper today as

yet another sig-

nificant event in

the Brigade’s his-

tory draws to a

close as we

complete this

deployment in

support of Op-

eration Iraq

Freedom. History

will show that the

Soldiers of the

39t have a long-

standing tradi-

tion to excel-

lence and the

current genera-

tion of ‘Bowie’

Soldiers has ele-

vated this stan-

dard to yet an-

other level as to-

day’s enemy is

not well identified and there are

no front lines. Today’s fight takes

place on a 360-degree battle-

field, and in many cases the bat-

tle is won with information. None-

theless, Soldiers are the key to

any fight.

The Brigade is the largest major subordinate
command within the state of Arkansas and is
headquartered in Little Rock. Battalion head-
guarters are located across the state in Conway,
Malvern, Searcy, Warren, Russellville and Hazen.
In addition to the federal mobilizations that have
been a highlight in recent years, the Brigade has
responded to local emergencies such as floods,

tornadoes, forest fires, ice storms and have par-
ticipated in numerous searches for missing per-
sons.

A quick look into history will show that on July 18,
1917—some 91 years ago—the 39t Infantry Divi-
sion came into being when the unit designation
was given to National Guardsmen from Louisi-
ana, Mississippi and Arkansas. On August 3, 1917,
the unit organized for training at Camp Beaure-

gard, La. and was designated as the 39t Divi-
sion. After several reorganizations and participat-
ing in various capacities in World War | and World
War Il, the 39th Divisional Headquarters was re-
constituted, organized and federally recognized
on September 30, 1946 in Louisiana and re-
organized again on August 26, 1947 in Arkansas.
The Division was desighated as the “Delta Divi-

sion.”

Twenty years later, the Division would face re-
organization again when it was designated as
the 39t Infantry Brigade (Separate) on Decem-
ber 1, 1967. The Brigade participated in extra
training from May 1968 to September 1969. The
training was for selected Reserve Component
forces to increase their readiness.

In 1967, the 39t Infantry Brigade was approved
to wear the “Bowie Knife” as part of the uniform
for general and field grade officers, sergeants
major, chief warrant officers 4, and the brigade
commander's aide de camp. The knife was
adopted in memory of the famous version of the
Bowie knife or “Arkansas Toothpick” designed by
Jim Bowie and presented to Arkansas blacksmith
James Black in the form of a
carved wooden model in De-
cember 1939. James Black
made the knife with some im-
proved modifications for Jim
Bowie, who made the knife
famous in later military opera-
tions. Wearing the Bowie knife
is now part of the tradition of
the 39t Infantry Brigade. In
1969, the Department of the
Army designated the 39t In-
fantry Brigade or ‘the Arkan-
sas Brigade.”

Since its’ organization, the
39t Infantry Brigade has un-
dergone several minor reor-
ganizations to increase its ef-
fectiveness and modernize its
force structure to meet Na-
tional Defense requirements.
In 1973, the Brigade was affili-
ated with the 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault) for the
purpose of training and a
greater emphasis on combat
readiness. In 1994, the unit
was designated as one of
only 15 enhanced brigades in
the nation, to be manned,
equipped and trained to a
high level of readiness to re-
spond rapidly to the call of
the president. The 39t Infantry
Brigade (Separate) was selected as one of the
light enhanced brigades to “stand up” the ac-
tive component, reserve component (AC/RC)
integrated division. It became part of the 7t In-
fantry Division in 1999.

In 1999, the ‘Bowie’ Brigade also mobilized and
deployed three infantry companies in support of
Operation Southern Watch in the Kingdom and
Kuwait. In 1999 and 2000, the Brigade mobilized






and deployed two anti-armor companies in sup-
port of operation SFOR 9 in Bosnia.

Since the September 11, 2001 attacks on the
World Trade Center and Pentagon, units from the
Army National Guard were called to active duty
in support of the War on Terrorism. The 2nd Battal-
ion, 153rd Infantry Regiment, 39th Separate In-
fantry Brigade, was among the units mobilized
and deployed. The 529 Soldiers in the task force
performed peacekeeping operations along the
Gulf of Agaba in the Sinai Peninsula from Eilat,
Israel to Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt where the base
of operations (South Camp) is located. Addi-
tional personnel were selected from the 39th's
Military Police Platoon in Little Rock; the 39th's
239th Engineers Detachment 1 at Booneville; 3rd
Battalion, 153rd's Company C at Dumas and De-
tachment at McGhee; and 3rd Battalion, 153rd's
headquarters at Warren and detachment at
Monticello. The nearly 550 members of the 2nd
Battalion, 153rd Infantry were the first pure-Guard
unit to take part in the Multinational Force and
Observers, or MFO, mission on the Sinai Peninsula.

The Army announced on July 26, 2003 that it had
alerted two U.S. Army National Guard Enhanced
Separate Brigades that may participate in the
Army unit rotation plan for Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. The units were the 30th Infantry Brigade
from North Carolina and the 39th Infantry Bri-
gade from Arkansas. The 39th Infantry Brigade
was augmented with an infantry battalion from
the 41st Infantry Brigade of Oregon.

The 39t Infantry Brigade deployed to Fort Hood,
Texas, to begin their mobilization train-up with the
1st Cavalry Division. The brigade then deployed
to Fort Polk, Louisiana in January 2004, and was
validated during its Rehearsal Exercise at JRTC.
The 39t deployed to Camp Taji and Baghdad,
Iraq in late March, and remained in this theater
of operations as part of the 1st Cavalry Division for
one year, then redeployed through Fort Sill, Okla.
in late March and April 2005.

On July 21, 2004 Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said at a Pentagon news conference
that the Defense Department does not plan on
extending any reserve component service mem-
ber beyond the 24-month limit. At issue were
about 400 Soldiers of the 39th Brigade Combat
Team of the Arkansas National Guard. The 2nd

Battalion, 153rd Infantry served on peacekeep-
ing duty in the Sinai beginning in October 2001.
The unit was now is serving with the 1st Cavalry
Division in Baghdad. The Soldiers would go over
24 cumulative months of active duty beginning
in November, officials said. The brigade, how-
ever, was not due to rotate back to the United
States until March. No other units in any service
bumped up against this time limit.

The 39t Infantry Brigade returned from OIF Il in
April 2005, and immediately began transforming
as one of the first Modular National Guard Infan-
try Brigade Combat Teams. In September 2005,
the 39t IBCT was called to a security and hu-
manitarian mission in New Orleans, La. after Hurri-
cane Katrina. The 1-151 Cavalry Squadron, made
up of companies from 1st and 2nd Battalion, 153rd
Infantry Regiment of the 39t IBCT was one of the
first responders in Operation Katrina, where Sol-
diers assisted with the evacuation of survivors of
the storm who took shelter in the New Orleans
Dome and Community Center. Once this was
completed the 39t IBCT Headquarters deployed
to command and control operations in the New
Orleans, St. Bernard, and Plaguemines Parishes
through November. The 2-1534 Infantry Regi-
ment took over control of operations in St. Ber-
nard Parish in October, and the 39t IBCT Head-
quarters returned to Arkansas in November. The
2/153d returned to Arkansas in December, but
many Soldiers of the Bowie Brigade remained in
Louisiana as part of Task Force Arkansas through
February 2006.

In June 2006 the 39t IBCT was called upon to
send Soldiers to New Mexico in support of Opera-
tion Jumpstart as part of the Southwest Border
Patrol mission. Charlie Company, 1-1531 Infantry
Regiment deployed to New Mexico a month
later and remained until December 2006 when
they rotated with the 39t's 1st Battery, 206% Field
Artillery. Various members of the 39th remained
on duty in support of this mission until its conclu-
sion in July 2008.

Fast forward to October 1, 2007—‘Bowie Brigade’
Soldiers report to their local armories located
across the state to begin training in preparation
for the federal deployment that would occur on
2 January 2008 for a one-year mobilization. From
October through the end of the year, the Bri-

gade would train at three separate locations—
local armories, Camp Joseph T. Robinson in Little
Rock and Fort Chaffee Maneuver Training Center
near Fort Smith. The significance of the training is
that the Arkansas National Guard had made a
decision to do something that hadn’t been done
before—train a brigade-sized element for mobili-
zation. Part of the onus to undertake such a ven-
ture was based on the fact that the 39t Brigade
had over 1,600 combat veterans from the previ-
ous deployment to Iraq and felt they could train
their own—in their own backyard. This would pro-
vide excellent training on familiar grounds, but it
also allowed these citizen Soldiers a ‘family-
friendly’ mobilization giving them more time with
their families before heading off to Camp Shelby,
Miss.

With in-state training done in mid-December,
troops were allowed to take one last break to be
with Family before boarding buses

around the state and heading out

for Mississippi. A National Guard

facility, Camp Shelby offered the

troops a taste of ‘theater immer-

sion training’ which provided real-

istic training based on actual

events occurring on the battlefield

in Iraq. At the time, the realism in-

jected into the scenarios was hard

to distinguish from the real thing. In

late March, the Brigade would

once again board Soldiers onto

busses for transport to Atlanta and

ultimately Kuwait for more training.

Once in Kuwait, Soldiers spent ap-
proximately two weeks training
before moving forward to their
home for the next eight months—
either Al Asad, Taji, Tallil or Bagh-
dad. The brigade's headquarters
element —commanded by Caol.
Kendall Penn - along with the 1st
Battalion, 1539 Infantry Regi-
ment— commanded by Lt. Col.
Brad Cox— were stationed in
Baghdad. The 1st Battery, 206t
Field Artillery— commanded by Lt.
Col. Damon Cluck—went to Taji,
along with the deputy com-
mander of the Brigade, Col. Kirk
Van Pelt. The 1st Squadron, 151st

Cavalry—commanded by Lt. Col. Darrell
Daniels—and the 217th Brigade Support Battal-
ion—commanded by Lt. Col. James Treece—
went to Tallil. The 2nd Battalion, 153 Infantry
Regiment—led by Lt. Col. Mickey Stewart—set up
shop in Al Asad. The missions of the 39t were as
varied as the locations in which they served to
include base defense, convoy security as well as
serving in mayor cell functions.

The Brigade's first wave of Soldiers returned to
American soil via Gulfport, Miss., heading back to
Camp Shelby for demobilization activities, on No-
vember 25th, 2008. Company A, 1st Battalion,
151st Cavalry led the way for the Brigade, with
the remaining units returning throughout the fol-
lowing month.
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Story/Photographs by Cpt. ‘Chris’ Heathscott

he 39t Brigade Combat Team

began FY04 with the mobiliza-

tion of its entire force on Oc-

tober 12, 2003, for an 18-
month mobilization in support of
Operation Iraqi Free-

ing Center at Fort Polk, La. As the 39t pushed through
the fast pace environment of the exercise, they also
realized the benefits of mobilization through the Rapid
Fielding Initiative. Despite claims of the inadequacies
of equipment, the buildup of nhew equipment to pre-
pare the 39th for the deployment actually brought
the Brigade’s preparedness to a higher level than
their active component counterparts.

The 39th Brigade conducted a Transfer of Authority
with the 1st Brigade of the 1st Armored Division and
assumed full responsibility of their new area of opera-
tions on April 24, 2004. Along with the 3,000 Arkan-
sans, 700 Oregonians and 500 Soldiers from eight
other states, the Brigade also conducts operations
with the support of its two subordinate battalions of
Iraqi National Guard (ING) Soldiers. The Brigade trains

dom Il. On November
1st, 2003, the final
group of Soldiers de-
parted Arkansas and
arrived at Fort Hood,
Texas, to link up with
the rest of the Brigade
for their pre-
deployment training.
As well as preparing
Soldiers to deploy per-
sonally through re-
cords and insurance
updates, legal assis-
tance, medical
checkups and inocu-
lations, time at Fort
Hood also provided
an intensive training
program in order to
prepare them profes-
sionally. Although not
all inclusive, the train-
ing effort at Fort Hood
consisted of common tasks, Com-
bat Life Saver, Force Protection,
Close Quarters Combat, Motorized
Convoy Lanes, Route Clearance
Lanes and Urban Operations Lanes
training.

Following the three-month train up at Fort Hood, the
Brigade moved on to put their training to the test in a
Mission Rehearsal Exercise at the Joint Readiness Train-

Having successfully completed their pre-mobilization
training, most of the Soldiers of the 39t wrapped up
two weeks of leave time and boarded airlines
headed for their next stop at Camp New York, Kuwait.
The final Soldiers arrived in Kuwait on March 26, 2004,
five days after the 1st Battalion, 206t Field Artillery led
the way for the 1st Cavalry Division as the first combat
battalion north of Baghdad. The Brigade fell in on
their equipment while in Kuwait and made their final
preparations before moving north into combat opera-
tions, with the last convoy of Soldiers arriving at Camp
Cooke, Iraq, on April 16th, 2004.

the Soldiers and mentors the leaders of the 301t and
307t ING Battalions to support Brigade operations and
prepare them to conduct future operations of their
own. The 39t also has an active duty battalion from
the 1st Cavalry Division, and a Macedonian Special
Forces platoon within its task organization.

During the 2004 Fiscal Year the 39t Brigade con-
ducted 380 Civil Military Operations projects amount-
ing to over $16 million in spending towards the future
of ragq. These projects were focused to improve the
Sewer, Water, Electricity, Academics, Trash and Other
(SWEAT-O) areas of need the Brigade’s Area of Op-
erations. Funding for the projects came from confis-

cated monies from the former regime until the Transfer
of Authority to the Interim Iraqi Government on June
28, 2004, at which time appropriated funds became
the source of project funding.

The highlight of the brigade’s mobilization was the first
successful democratic elections held in Iraq since
1944. More than 70 percent of the registered Iraqi vot-
ers turned out to cast their ballots despite insurgent
threats and attacks.

At the conclusion of the deployment the advanced
party of the 39t returned to the United States via Fort
Sill, Okla. in late February 2005, with 13 flights of the
main body returning throughout the month of March.
The majority of Soldiers were released from active
duty on in April 2005.

The Brigade suffered its share of tragedies while per-
forming combat, stabilization and security operations
during the deployment. The 39th suffered the loss of 16
Arkansas Soldiers, during the deployment. The 39th
suffered the loss of 17 more Soldiers that were at-
tached to the Brigade, for a total of 33 Fallen Soldiers
during the deployment.

The State of Arkansas hosted a Welcome Home Cele-
bration on May 21, 2005 at War Memorial Stadium.
Nearly 18,000 patriots gathered to pay tribute to all of
Arkansas’ returning service members. Several cities
within the state also paid tribute to their local heroes.

Overall, the team earned two Silver Stars, more than
300 Bronze Star Medals, plus more than 30 Bronze Star
Medals with valor. Over 300 of the Brigade’s Soldiers
earned the Purple Heart during deployment as a re-
sult of wounds received in combat.

Recent Deployment History

The 39t Brigade mobilized nearly 2700 Soldiers in sup-
port of Operation Iraqgi Freedom Il from October
2003 to April 2005.

Over 600 Soldiers deployed to the Sinai Peninsula in
support of the Multi-Force and Observers mission
from October 2001 to October 2002.

About 170 of the 39t's Soldiers deployed to Bosnia in
2001 for about a six month mobilization in support
of Operation Joint Forge.

The brigade deployed over 400 Soldiers to Saudi Ara-
bia / Kuwait in 1999 for about a five month mobili-
zation in support of Operation Southern Watch.
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While on middle-eastern soil during the first deployment, the ‘Bowie Brigade’
set a standard and made history for the Brigade— this standard of excellence
has continued through the current deployment. This photographic depiction
of this ‘Bowie Tradition’ is made up of images captured by the previous public
affairs officer for the Brigade— Cpt. ‘Chris” Heathscott — while in Iraq. Cpt.
Heathscott now serves as the State Public Affairs Officer at Camp Joseph T.
Robinson in Little Rock. Also contributing to these images were Cpl. Benjamin
Cossel and Staff Sgt. Rebecca-Mae Bruns, who were on the PAO staff during
the deployment— they were from Ohio and Oregon, respectively.
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Another chapter has closed on the historic ‘Bowie Brigade’ — the 39th Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team of the Arkansas Army National Guard — as Soldiers reunited
with family at the end of November and throughout December 2008 after a de-
ployment that began at armories all across the state on October 1, 2007. Prior to
this formation, the commander— Col. Kendall Penn— would forge a plan to lead
3,000 plus Soldiers back to the war-torn country of rag— a country that many Bri-
gade Soldiers had only left behind just over two years earlier. In fact, over half of
the Brigade were combat veterans as a result of the 2003-2005 deployment, in
which, one year was spent ‘boots on the ground’ in Irag. This plan would start with
training and that training would take place in a very familiar place— ‘our own
backyard.” With so many combat veterans on the Bowie Team, Penn, along with
his deputy— Col. Kirk VanPelt— and the Adjutant General for the
Arkansas National Guard— Maj. Gen. William Wofford—were de-
termined that Arkansas Soldiers could train Arkansas Soldiers in Ar-
kansas. This decision would ultimately provide the Brigade Soldiers
with excellent training as well as a ‘family friendly’ deployment as
Soldiers could spend extra time with their loved ones. On October
1, the Brigade began the first day of what would ultimately be al-
most 15 months on active duty. The first training period would be
under Title 32 orders— the Governor retained control of the 39th
while the funding was provided by the federal government—and
would last through the end of the year. Training was conducted
at the numerous armories that the 39th Brigade maintained
around the state in addition to Camp Joseph T. Robinson in North
Little Rock and the Fort Chaffee Training Maneuver Center in Fort
Smith. The intent for the next three months was to focus on indi-
vidual Watrrior Training Tasks— and there were 40 of them with nu-
merous sub-tasks that had to be completed— to prepare the Bri-
gade for collective training at Camp Shelby in Hattiesburg, Missis-
sippi. As expected, the Soldiers of Bowie Team excelled in their
training as combat veterans showed great leadership in training
those that didn’t deploy during the last trip to Iraq. Shortly after
the New Year holiday, the Brigade loaded buses from the local

armories, waved good-bye to loved
ones and headed south after being
federally mobilized. (Continued
back cover)

Infantry Bri ade Combat Team






Upon arrival in Mississippi, the leadership of the 39th Brigade would quickly realize
that the training plan in Arkansas had been very successful as Soldiers were well
prepared for the collective training they would encounter at Shelby. The realism of
the training they faced at Shelby— Theater Immersion Training— was modeled af-
ter real-world scenarios and events that were happening in Iraq in real time. Often-
times, the training was so real Soldiers would be required to take a step back to re-
alize it was a training event. Braving the cold weather of January and February,
along with a tornado that struck a barracks full of sleeping Soldiers, the 39th Bri-
gade completed training with rave reviews from the leadership of 1st Army. Late in
March, the Brigade would move on to Kuwait for additional training and then their
final stop— Iraq. But the locations in which the Brigade would serve would vary— Al
Asad, Tallil, Taji and Baghdad. The mission set for each, however, would basically
be the same— convoy security and force protection. It was a very different mission
than the combat veterans of the last deployment had faced, nonetheless, it was a
very challenging mission. And, one thing remained the same— loss of life. And
while the number of deaths varied greatly, the impact was the same. Sixteen Sol-
diers would lose their life in 2004-2005 and two would suffer the same fate on this
deployment— Sgt. 1st Class Anthony Woodham and Sgt. James “Jimmy” Clay.
With that said, this book is dedicated to the memory of all 18 Soldiers that lost their
lives fighting for the Bowie Brigade. It’s with much sadness that we bid these Soldier
farewell from the battlefield, yet, we find much happiness in knowing they are in a
better place today and will never be forgotten by their Bowie Team family. In
documenting the Brigade’s activities throughout this deployment, | have had the
benefit of meeting numerous Soldiers— both officer and enlisted— and have
watched the progress from

individual training to collec-

tive training to actual move-

ment on the battlefield that is

Iraq. And while today’s Iraq is

much different than the com-

bat veterans of 2004-2005 wit-

nessed, it is still dangerous

and a very volatile place that

requires much focus in order

to keep Soldiers safe as they

put themselves in harm’s way

daily. It has been my privilege

to serve with you— my privi-

lege to have been a part of

something much larger than

myself. Bowie Team!

Maj. Craig Heathscott
Brigade Public Affairs Officer
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Community Commitment: North Dakota
National Guard members mix with civilian flood-
fighting volunteers; packing the floor of the
Fargo Dome in an effort to fill sandbags used to
block the rising waters of the Red River, Fargo,
N.D., March 24. (Photo by Senior Master Sgt.
David H. Lipp)






VIEW FROM THE TOP

Comments from North Dakota National Guard Leadership

Thank-you for being there

'The winter of 2008-2009 saw record snowfall which led to
record flooding all across North Dakota. From our largest cities
to our rural communities, North Dakota Citizen-Soldiers and
Citizen-Airmen were there, responding in record numbers,
working shoulder to shoulder with fellow North Dakotans to
stem the rising waters. From Fargo to Lisbon, Valley City to
Kindred, Bismarck to Burlington, Guardsmen stepped up in
record numbers to help protect lives as well as homes,
businesses and infrastructure.

The list of accomplishments is truly impressive and everyone
greatly contributed to our extremely successful flood fight.
Guard members filled, transported and emplaced sandbags,
patrolled countless miles of dikes, manned traffic control points,
and pumped water. They constructed earthen dikes, repaired
roads and buried dead cattle helping protect citizens from the
spread of disease. Guard members employed new flood
fighting tools and technology, erecting HESCO barriers and
Rapid Deployment Flood Walls (RDFW) as well as emplacing
giant one-ton sandbag by air and heavy equipment. When an
ice jam caused the waters of the Missouri River to threaten the
Bismarck-Mandan area, you assisted contractors in destroying
the jam by drilling holes in the ice and preparing the demoli-
tion charges not once, but twice.

Guard members also ran produced electrical power with
portable generators, helped organizing civilian volunteers, and
manned quick reaction forces, reacting at a moments notice to
breeches in the levies and dikes. Everywhere our soldiers and
airmen were on duty, they were greeted with respect and were
greatly appreciated by the folks that benefited from your efforts

They assisted with evacuations, patrolled in bridge boats, and
provided security. They flew over 100,000 flight miles in
helicopters and fixed wing aircraft, transporting key
personnel and equipment, providing critical aerial
reconnaissance of flooded areas and salted rivers to promote
melting in ice gridlocked areas.

Dozens of Guard members worked behind the scenes
processing Soldiers and Airmen for duty, arranging lodging,
preparing meals, tracking personnel, transporting equipment,
serving as liaison to civil authorities, and planning and
executing operations. Soldiers and Airmen contributing in a
hundred ways not easily visible to the public. The leadership
exhibited at every level was clearly visible and instrumental in
your achievements and mission success.

From right to left Kevin Baumgard, of the Army Corp. of Engineers
St. Paul district office, points out flood fighting issues and concerns
to North Dakota adjutant general Maj. Gen. David Sprynczynatyk,
North Dakota Governor John Hoeven, and U.S. Congressman Earl
Pomeroy April 13, as they stand on top of a levee built along the
Sheyenne River, on the N.D. highway 27 bridge in downtown
Lisbon, N.D.

Gov. John Hoeven & Maj. Gen. David A. Sprynczynatyk
North Dakota National Guard
Commander in Chief and Adjutant General

The eyes of the Nation were on North Dakota during many
of the days this fight, often featured on national news and in
foreign countries. You responded in record numbers, ready
to assist your neighbors and communities as the first military
responders. North Dakota served as a beacon to all Americans
demonstrating that success against overwhelming odds is
possible with hard work, cooperation and ‘can-do’ spirit.

Your Families, Employers, Universities and Colleges stood
beside you in your fight. Their efforts were an important
component of your success and should be acknowledged and
thanked whenever possible.

As your Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant General, we are
extremely proud of all of our Citizen-Soldiers and Citizen-
Airmen. The North Dakota National Guard has again proven,
that it is a great military organization, highly skilled and
motivated.

When your state and community called on you, you were
ready, responding with over 2,000 Guardsmen, bringing all of
your energy to the fight.

You have lived up to the National Guard motto, “Always
Ready, Always There”.

Thank-you for being there when your communities and the
people of North Dakota needed you the most.

CLAodtsririd

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp
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Story by Staff Sgt. Billie Jo Lorius
116th Public Affairs Detachment

t’s been a year for the record books. After a winter that

left in its wake heaps of snow that covered much of North

Dakota, Mother Nature next turned to spring flooding in

an attempt to dissolve the resolve of the state’s inhabitants.

Rising waters began plaguing much of the state by

mid-March. But, even before the ice began to melt and the
rivers swelled, the North Dakota National Guard was working in
partnership with the Department of Emergency Services (DES)
and other state agencies to prepare for the worst. Plans were
drawn up, forces were readied weeks in advance and the N.D.
National Guard stood ready to engage the flood fight.

“Based on the amount of snow the state received over the
winter months, we knew that when it melted, we needed to be
ready with equipment, people and fortitude to take on any flood-
ing that the state might incur,” said Lt. Col. Jon Erickson, N.D.

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

National Guard deputy operations officer — director of military
support.

'The strategic planning and readiness paid off. The Guard was
first called upon March 21 and immediately set up a 24/7 Joint
Operations Center (JOC) in Bismarck to create a central
command post where needs could be assessed and missions
assigned to areas in need of assistance.

About 200 Soldiers and Airmen immediately began working
hand-in-hand with citizen responders to fill millions of sandbags.
Based on the river crest predictions by the National Weather
Service, Fargo was an area that needed miles of dikes to protect
the city or face imminent flooding with the potential to wash
away a good portion of the city.

Soon after, flood threats began popping up all over North
Dakota’s map. It seemed no city was off limits. To create a smooth
operation, with the Guard able to respond statewide to the
flooding, 24-hour flood operations were established in Minot,
Fargo, Valley City as well as in Bismarck.
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Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Area of Operations - East was based at
the Armed Forces  Reserve Center in
Fargo, with a second operations center in
the Valley City Armory. Area of
Operations - East coordinated and
managed the Guard's flood-fighting
support in the following counties:
Pembina, Walsh, Grand Forks, Trail, Cass,
Richland, Steele, Ransom, Sargent,
LaMoure and Dickey.

Area of Operations - West was based at
the Minot Armed Forces Reserve Center

with an operations center also in Bismarck.

Area of Operations - West managed

the remainder of the state. The Military
Service Center in Bismarck, with direct
connections to Family Assistance Cen-
ters around the state, supported military
members and their families affected by the
flood.

“One thing I've learned is you don't take
knives to a gun fight and you don’t fight
floods without the Guard,” said Dr. Tim
Mahoney, Fargo deputy mayor.

Fighting the Flood

As momentum gained in the flood fight
and the water kept rising, Soldiers and
Airmen volunteered to help their fellow
neighbors and citizens. Guardsmen
assisted in filling sandbags and placed
them around homes, churches and schools
in an effort to stop the intensifying flood
from threatening life and property.

On March 22, the first Guard-assisted
evacuation happened as Black Hawk
helicopters evacuated two families at Car-
son and New Leipzig. Homeowners also
were stranded in Linton, and the Guard

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Left, Staff Sgt. Wayne Baumbach, of the 119th Communications Flight, wades out of flood water after checking the safety of a
rural civilian resident April 1 near Harwood, N. Dak. Baumbach was part of a quick response force team tasked with checking on
rural civilian residents in a flood ravaged area along the Red River on the North Dakota — Minnesota border. Right, Guardsmen
respond to a farm southeast of Kindred to deliver sandbags for ring-diking.

reacted with 20 Soldiers to
evacuate homeowners.

Two days later, a Presidential Disaster
Declaration was signed signifying that
the entire state was under an emergency.
Guardsmen continued their operations
with 50 Guardsmen responding to the
Bismarck and Mandan flood situation on
the nearby Missouri River. Over the course
of two days, the Guardsmen assisted with
ice demolition operations to break up an
ice jam that was causing flooding in south-
western North Dakota.

At the same time, 400 more Guardsmen
reported to Fargo to help additional areas
of the city. By March 27, there were more
than 1,300 Guardsmen in Fargo as the
Red River crested at 40.6 feet and the city
ordered a partial evacuation.

As the water rose, so did the steadfast
commitment of Soldiers and Airmen
throughout the state. The Guard was now
fully engulfed in flood fighting operations
with specific specialties to respond where
and when needed. There were Soldiers
and Airmen who operated equipment;
bulldozers and heavy machinery needed
to move dirt and build dikes in strategic
areas. The N.D. National Guard partnered
with communities to face the water and
win.

The N.D. National Guard’s Unit
Ministry Team and military chaplains
were also available in Valley City, Lisbon
and Fargo. The teams gave spiritual sup-

port, conducted morale and welfare checks
and provided counseling to individuals

in need. There were Soldiers and Airmen
who cooked and served meals, and troops
who captured video, photographs and
stories about what the Guard was doing to
placate the flood. Everyone had a job and
rolled up their sleeves, resolute to
accomplish the task on hand.

Also vital to the Guard’s flood fighting
offense were the Quick Reaction Force
(QRF) teams, who responded to dike leaks
or breaches.

As April began, the QRF's were placed
where the Guard determined the biggest
threats were located. The biggest flood
threat areas were in Harwood, Oxbow/
Hickson, Kindred, Fargo and West Fargo.
Eight minutes was the average response
time for the QRFs to move from the
staging area to the site of a leak, breach
or other need. These teams allowed the
Guard to be ready with the appropriate
personnel with the equipment to get the
job done. Major breaches or dike leaks that
the QRF teams were called to respond to
include:

*  March 27 — Responded to a major
dike breach in Fargo, reacting
quickly to keep the area secure

*  March 31 — Overland flood threat
near Kindred caused by the Shey-
enne River

*  April 12 — Major breach in Valley
City
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At the peak of the flood fighting efforts
on March 31, the Guard has responded
with more than 2,400 National Guards-
men; and was supported by Guardsmen
from six other states to include Minnesota,
Wisconsin, South Dakota, Montana, Iowa
and Missouri as well as assistance from the
U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Air Force and U.S.
Army.

By mid-April, the Guard had assisted
with dike patrols, evacuating residents,
transport and placing; providing traffic
control points, and presence patrols;
aviation support to include
reconnaissance and ice salting to promote
melting; providing and operating water
pumps, breaking ice jams and performing
others missions as required.

By April 8, the Guard had ramped up
its presence in Valley City and Lisbon.
Some of the action in western North
Dakota was getting a reprieve, and all
eyes were on Valley City. On April 13, the
National Guard responded to the second
breach in Valley City as a Black Hawk
UH-60 helicopter placed 20 one-ton
sandbags to stop the water.

'The continued flooding in Valley City
resulted in a failure of the main sewer
system on April 17. Following
instructions of city officials to conserve
water, the 119th Civil Engineer Squadron
(CES) was called in to set up portable
showers, further contributing to Guards-
men’s needs while on flood duty.

“Considering the fact that we are oper-
ating in an environment with no function-
ing sewer system, limited water supply, and
few creature comforts, the ability to get
a hot shower in a clean well-functioning
facility is invaluable,” said Capt. JoDee
Aubol-Haining, a company commander in
the 231st BSB.

During the flood fight, a toll-free hot-
line was established to assist with
questions. Numerous businesses provided
food and beverages to support Guard
members working around the clock in

FIGHTING THE
FLOOD OF 2009:

A TIMELINE OF
EVENTS

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Spc. lan Schmidt, left, pries sandbags loose from a frozen pile of snow and passes them along a human chain to Spc. Shane Saari,
both of the 164th Engineer Battalion, to build sandbag dikes March 25 in Fargo, N.D. Coverage from national media outlets often
noted the resilience and optimism show by communities during the flood fight. The National Guard was just one of the
components included in a massive effort to stave off the waters of the Red River, as well as areas across the state.

North Dakota to fight the flood.

“We were able to sustain a long,
sometimes daunting mission, because of
the teamwork and community effort that
went into the flood fighting efforts,” said

Maj. Gen. David A. Sprynczynatyk, N.D.

National Guard adjutant general. “This
was a partnership with

to dissipate, the state now undergoes its
clean up efforts and steps back to tally the
toll of the flood-ravaged communities.
One thing is for sure, the people of North
Dakota will mark this year down in the
history books and tell stories of its
significance for years to come.

communities, state and
federal agencies that
was coupled with the
resilience of the people
of North Dakota to
commit to fighting
this flood together. The
flooding was harsh and
the damage it caused
will leave a lasting
mark, but as a whole,
our efforts were
successful to minimize

the loss of life, limb and

property.”
As the waters begin

March 21 —

. Joint Operation Center
establishes 24/7 operations in
Bismarck, N.D.

200 Soldiers and Airmen work
with citizens to fill millions of
sandbags in Fargo

March 22 —

. JTJF-East established in Fargo
- 24/7 operations
Black Hawk helicopter
evacuates two families in
Carson and New Leipzig
20 Soldiers respond to Linton,
N.D., to evacuate stranded
homeowners
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Guardsmen Fight
Floods From Above

By Sqt. Ann Knudson
Joint Force Headquarters

viation played an essential role in flood opera-
tions this spring in North Dakota. Airplanes
and helicopters moved people and equip-
ment swiftly to where they were needed.
Helicopters airlifted people from flooded
homes and took explosives experts out to blow up ice
dams. They enabled the N.D. National Guard and civil
authorities to inspect and photograph dikes and floods
from above.

Remotely-controlled Predators provided real-time
persistent surveillance; fed directly to the Joint
Operations Center (JOC). Helicopters lifted and
placed giant sandbags to plug eroding dikes and
spillways, and may have saved two dams from
failure near Kathryn and LaMoure.

March 25 —
. 816th and 818th Engineer

March 24 - : Companies along with the
. Presidential Disaster Declaration for 112th Aviation Battalion are

entire state

put on state active duty
Bismarck/Mandan flood emergency

- 50 Guardsmen report to support March 25-26 —

sandbag operations . Demolitions expert detonates

4000 additional Guardsmen report ice jam on the Missouri

to Fargo River in Bismarck - River level
recedes from 16 ft. to 14 ft.

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

A National Guard CH-47 Chinook helicopter emplaces
several one-ton sandbags on the spillway of the Clausen
Springs Dam near Kathryn, N.D. April 15. The one-ton
sandbags were lowered and positioned into a place on the
dam spillway to divert over-flowing water away from an
eroding area of the dam, caused by high water levels.

March 27 —

. Fargo orders partial
evacuation - Red River crests
at 40.6 ft in Fargo
QRF responds to major dike
breach in Fargo
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Soldiers from the 188th Engineer, based out of Wahpeton, look
on as a UH-60 Black Hawk slingloads a 1-ton sandbag at Clausen
Springs Dam in Barnes county April 16 .

Sgt. Jill Fischer

The N.D. National Guard’s aviation
assets consist of smaller scout helicopters
(OH-58s), larger Black Hawks (UH-60s)
and small fixed wing planes (C21s and a
C12).They were augmented by 17 Black
Hawks and ten Chinooks (CH-47) from
the National Guards of Montana, South
Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, and Wisconsin,
and from the active Army at Ft. Riley,
Kan.

Also joining the flood fight were seven
orange Dolphins (HH-65) from the
Coast Guard in Louisiana and Michigan,
a couple of twin-engine Hueys (UH-1N)
from the Minot Air Force Base, and an
aircraft maintenance team (AVCRAD)
from Missouri. Out-of-state aircraft were
crewed and staffed by their own personnel.

All together, the military aviators racked
up more flying in six weeks of floods than
North Dakota normally does in a year:
385 missions, almost 1000 flight hours and
over 100,000 gallons of fuel.

In addition, the Civil Air Patrol (CAP)

flew five airplanes in 134 sorties, totaling

March 31—

324 hours, with some help from two Min-
nesota and two South Dakota planes. The
CAP captured 6,235 images, accessible at
http://tinyurl.com/cap09flood and http://
tinyurl.com/nd09flood.

“Our airplanes flew out of Bismarck,
Fargo, Grand Forks, Dickinson and Minot.
We flew and observed conditions from
west to east, which includes the Souris
(Mouse) River, Little Missouri River,
Knife River, Heart River, Missouri River,
Cannonball River, James River, Cheyenne
River, Red River and all tributaries to
each,” said Maj. Darrel Pittman, CAP air
operations branch director, who was sta-
tioned in the State Emergency Operations
Center. “Most of our 300 members put in
a lot of hours in addition to their normal
work duties to help in the effort. 'm very
proud of our volunteer members.”

'The Predators belong to the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection Office of Air
and Marine Operations. They flew over 30
hours and used 735 gallons of fuel. “Our
synthetic aperture radar took radar images

of rivers, which provided information on
ice jams, dikes and critical infrastructure,”
said John Priddy, deputy director of air
operations.

A very useful innovation in the flood
fight was the one-ton sandbag, lifted and
placed by Black Hawks and Chinooks. For
example, at 2 a.m. on Sunday, March 29, a
Fargo dike broke and Oak Grove School
went under. A secondary dike limited the
water’s spread, but the break needed to be
plugged. At noon, a North Dakota UH-60
(Blackhawk) helicopter with a cargo hook
started lowering one-ton sandbags into the
breach.

“The Emergency Operations Center
told us roughly where to go and there was
a Quick Reaction Force on the ground
with an FM radio that helped us place
them exactly. The crew chief, in back,
directed the flight crew how to move the
chopper, and the QRF told us when to
release,” said Chief Warrant Officer Five
Monte Myers, the aircraft commander.
'The co-pilot was Maj. Paul Helten, his

April1—

Military presence peaks at

March 29 —
. Dike breach at Oak Grove
School in Fargo. 1,380 Guards-

men in Fargo and 1,937 total
throughout the state.

states.

more than 2,400 - Number
includes N.D. Guardsmen and
Guardsmen from six other

Guard follows Red River north
to Grand Forks, Pembina and
Drayton

April 3 —

QRF responds to overland

flood threat near Kindred

(Sheyenne River)
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Number of Guard personnel
on title 10 orders drops below
1,000






crew chief was Sgt. Monte Weiand, and Staff Sgt. Eric Heupel was
crew.

Since the flood began, the aviators had been thinking about the
potential for dike breaches and worked to figure out what they
could do about it.

“A Minnesota pilot, Maj. Greg Fix, told us about doing some-
thing similar to what had been done on the levees after Katrina,”
said Myers. “We modified it and made it work.”

'The aircrew got feedbags rated for 2,200 pounds from an eleva-
tor, then filled them half full to weigh 2,000 pounds each. Sand is
heavier than grain, so half a bag’s worth of sand made a one-ton
load. They rigged a cable system with a 50’line and a remote re-
lease and then practiced lifting, lowering and releasing, just in case.

“You can't drop them, or theyd break,” said Myers. “You hover
and lower them gently, and then release.”

When the call came, they were ready, and placed eleven one-ton Senior Master S, David . Lipp
sandbags in an hour and a half. Spc. Zach Landis, of the 832nd Aviation Medical Detachment, makes adjustments to river ice
“We basically built a dike system ” said Myers salting equipment as it is attached to a UH-60 Black Hawk aircraft March 29, north of West
5 5

Th db al di Vall Fargo, N.D. The salt was lifted off the ground using a sling load and delivered onto ice jams in
& ST SANEIRATE TG AL sEe: J e, Ve the Sheyenne River in an effort to remove blockage of the river flow.

City and other places. The most significant uses were at two dams:
Clausen Springs dam, near Kathryn, and Lake LaMoure dam, on and heavy machinery pushed rock into the spillways to slow the

Cottonwood Creek near the city of LaMoure. Both dams filled erosion.

until water flowed over their emergency spillways. Both spillways After several days of work, both dams were saved. 519 one-
started eroding, threatening the integrity of the dams, and the ton sandbags were used on the spillways, 108 at Clausen Springs
town of Kathryn was evacuated. Black Hawks placed one-ton and 411 at LaMoure. 559 were used altogether, the equivalent of
sandbags, Chinooks placed both sandbags and pallets of riprap, about 30,000 ordinary sandbags.

Predator pilot Jonathon Johnson, an air interdic-
tion agent for the U.S. Customs and Border Protection, left, pilots
a Predator aircraft in the ground control station for the Predator
B unmanned aerial systems (UAS) April 3, at the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection UAS operations center at the Grand Forks Air
Force Base, N.D., as UAS instructor pilot Bob Concannon operates
the sensor controls. The U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Predator was a new high tech tool being used to help in flood fight
planning for the first time in North Dakota. The Predator flew and
observed flood dangers from the Garrison Dam on the Missouri
River, on an easterly pattern over the North Dakota towns of
Jamestown, Valley City, Wahpeton, Fargo and Grand Forks. It
transmited imagery to technicians who were able to forward
the information to city administrators tasked with planning
and maintaining local flood fights. The imagery collected by the
Predator was used for positioning of N.D. National Guard flood
fighting personnel and resources in North Dakota at the request of
the local authorities and in coordination with N.D. National Guard
leadership. Ice jams could be seen from the predator as they col-
lected on rivers causing potential flooding.

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

April8 — April 12—

. Significant Guard presence . QRF team responds to major
begins in Valley City/ Lishon breach in Valley City
(Sheyenne River) '

April 13 —

April 10— . Black Hawk places 20 1-ton

. 70 Guardsmen report to sanbags in response to second
Minot/Burlington - Flood breach in Valley City April 14 —
preparations increase in Interstate 94 closed from «  24/7 Operations Center
Souris River Basin Bismarck to Jamestown - Road established in Valley City (450
flooded East of Fargo Soldier and Airmen on duty)
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April 18 —

Story and photos by Sgt. Jonathan Haugen
Joint Force Headquarters

At noon on March 23,2009, the Burleigh county emergency
manager issued a civil emergency message advising Fox Island
residents in south Bismarck to voluntarily evacuate the area due
to rapidly rising water of the Missouri River. More voluntary
evacuation orders would eventually follow for other parts of the
city. An aerial reconnaissance determined that the major cause
of the flooding was a massive ice jam on the River about 11 miles
downstream.

“We knew the problem was an ice jam near Fort Lincoln State
Park,” said Maj. Gen. David Sprynczynatyk, adjutant general for
the North Dakota National Guard. “The ice was acting like a
dam causing the river to back up and overflow its banks.”
Emergency officials began checking into possible solutions to
solve the ice jam in order to get the water flowing again. Hy-
draulic excavators (HYEX) were considered but their limited
reach would not be able to break up ice in the center of the river.
Demolition was determined to be the best course of action.

The North Dakota Department of Emergency Services hired
Advanced Explosives Demolition (AED) from Idaho to breakup
the ice jam. Lisa Kelly, of AED, said the company has blasted ice
jams in other states, but more often uses explosives to bring down
high-rise buildings, smokestacks and bridges.

On March 25, AED, assisted by 20 members of the North Dakota
Army National, went to work drilling holes with ice augers, prep-
ping and placing explosive charges. Military demolition materials
were secured from Camp Grafton’s ammunition supply point and
Black Hawk helicopters transported the contractors and Guards-
men to the ice jam along with their equipment. There were two

Explosions on the Missouri
River March 25.

April 20 —

Joint Task Force - East is . 1-ton sandbag mission con-
released from direct support cludes on Cottonwood Creek
to the city of Fargo. Heavy Dam in LaMoure after 272
bags were placed by a UH-60
Black Hawk helicopter.

QRFs remain on standby at
the 119th Wing.

Pulling the plug

Guardsmen Assist With lce Jam
Demolition on Missouri River

Staff Sgt. Shawn Lehde, of the Joint Force Headquarters, perpares explosives
at the edge of the Missouri River March 25.

blasts, one at about 3 p.m. and later, a second blast at about
11 p.m. when it was determined that the jam was not suf-
ficiently destroyed.

“We drilled about 140 holes for the day blast spaced about
15 — 20 feet apart,” according to Capt. Doug Larsen, officer-
in-charge of the team. "We drilled 100 holes for the night
blast, reducing the hole spacing to about 10 feet.”

Opverall, about 300 pounds of Composition 4 explosive, or
‘C-4’as it is commonly called by the military and 4800 feet
of detonation cord was used for the mission.

“About half our team consisted of experienced combat
engineers used to handling and executing demolition mis-
sions,” said Master Sgt. Dennis Beck. “This operation was
tough but extremely satisfying because we helped serve our
community.”

‘The most difficult and hazardous part of the operation was
venturing out on the ice, in order to drill holes for the de-
molition charges in frigid weather conditions.

“We had to work carefully on top of the ice, hoping that
the jam didn’t break away and sweep us under the water,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Marvin Beck. “Everyone was tethered
together and safety was paramount”.

On March 26, as the team prepared for a third blasting
mission, officials announced that the demolition efforts were
successful because the river started to successful flow under
and over the ice jam, rapidly lowering the water.

Over the next few days, Black Hawk helicopters spread
about 35,000 tons of a ‘sand-salt’ mixture to help promote
melting.

April 23 —

. 339 Guardsmen in Jamestown
ready to respond to dike
breaches and emergency
evacuations. Dike patrols
and sandbagging operations
continue 24/7.
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MORE THAN A

LICKR

N.D. National Guard Official Online Sites
www.ndguard.com

www.119wg.ang.af.mil
www.youtube.com/ndnationalguard

F

By Sgt. Amy Wieser Willson
Joint Force Headquarters

We'’re all a-Twitter about getting a little
Face(book) time with You(Tube).

The N.D. National Guard now has an
official Facebook page for sharing in-
formation, YouTube and Flickr sites for
posting videos and photos, respectively,

and a Twitter account
N.D. Guard

www.flickr.com/photos/ndguard
www.twitter.com/ndnationalguard
www.facebook.com, search Pages for “North Dakota National Guard”

for Information

for sharing links and
. . exchanging short bits
Begins Using o
New Media

of information. The
Guard’s Public Affairs
During Flood

Office launched these
social media tools just
before flood opera-
tions began. It’s a new
way to conduct infor-
mation engagement,
allowing the Guard
to communicate many of the same things,
just in a slightly different manner.

“We all receive information and news
from a number of avenues in today’s global
information environment. The social media
sites your National Guard is utilizing are
an immediate way to communicate the
dazzling things done every day by North
Dakota Soldiers and Airmen. Check them
out, share them and help spread the word,
the North Dakota National Guard is what
others benchmark themselves against,” said
Capt. Dan Murphy, public information of-

Engagement

ficer for the North Dakota National Guard.

Plans had been made to implement
new media tools before the flood, and the
stepped up operations simply offered the
Guard more avenues to showcase it’s ef-
forts during the massive call-ups.

During the flood, Maj. Gen. David
Sprynczynatyk, N.D. National Guard ad-

April 26 —

. 815th Eng. Co. and 191st Mili-
tary Police Co. are released
from state active duty in
Valley City. Soldiers volunteer
to continue in flood fight.

jutant general, took advantage of another
new media tool for information engage-
ment, and entered the blogosphere, con-
ducting a teleconference with a number of
military and civilian bloggers.

“Today was the first time that a Na-
tional Guard adjutant general has directly
engaged bloggers to tell our story in a
homeland defense mission,” said Jack Har-
rison, the director of public affairs at the
National Guard Bureau, after the April 2
interviews.

Sprynczynatyk took questions from
the phone and social media sites, such as
Twitter, as he talked about flood response
efforts. He embraced the roundtable as
another opportunity to “get the word out.”

“It's important that we use these
tools to communicate with our publics,”
Sprynczynatyk said later. “As a responsive,
change-centric force, we need to under-
stand that this is not a fad but a new way
of doing business in our technology-based
society."

According to Lindy Kyzer, who works
for the U.S. Army’s Office of the Chief of
Public Affairs and coordinated the blogger
interviews, several hundred live listeners
typically participate. Afterward, interviews

May —

are posted to iTunes, where they may be
downloaded.

'The North Dakota Guard’s other social
networking sites continued to gain a
broader following as the flood increased
interest in Soldiers’and Airmen’s activities.
More than 100 “fans” were on Facebook
and more than 150 “followers” on Twit-
ter after just the first few weeks online.
Numbers have since climbed to about 200
fans and more than 400 followers, and the
views on YouTube and Flickr are quickly
approaching the 10,000 mark.

“As with any progressive organization,
we must stay current and relevant in the
way we communicate not only to our
Soldiers and Airmen, but also to the public
at large,” said Capt. Penny Ripperger,
119th Wing public affairs officer. “Us-
ing social media effectively is a way that
we can bridge that gap and communicate
with the younger generation and hopefully
inspire and connect with those people who
are thinking about joining the National
Guard. Communicating through social
media is quickly becoming the norm;
whether we like it or not, we need to lead
the way in the military or we will be left

behind.”

The Sixty-First Legislative Assembly of North

Dakota signs a senate concurrent resolution
recognizing and requesting the Governor to

proclaim June 14, 2009, as a day of recogni-
tion to express appreciation for the great and
noble effort to fight and dlean up after the
floods during the spring of 2009.
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THIS IS WHAT | JOINED THE GUARD FOR. @ ¥
— Pfc. Mlitch Strand, Minot, a member of the 957th Engineers it. I
who coaches the Sawyer High School boys’ basketball team spir

In recent months, | have visited with your Soldiers in the war zone in Iraqg and | have
visited with them as they patrolled the dikes during a flood fight in Fargo. It makes me
so proudto know that their service makes such a difference for our state and country."

— U.S. Sen. Byron Dorgan

From left to right, Kevin Baumgard, of the U.S. Army ¢
Sprynczynatyk, N.D. Gov. John Hoeven, and ex-Lishon

Pfc. Curtis Schestler, of the 2-285th Aviation Assault
Battalion, left, and Staff Sgt. Bryan Hensel, of the 119th

Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, walk flood levees “It's kind of fun because we're managing our own are:
gotten personal because we don’t want to leave this s
— Spc. Joshua Klundt, Jamestown, a member of the 817th En

who patrolled dikes in Fargo, Valley City

Jamestown, N.D. May 16.

Spc. Joshua Klundt,
of the 817th Engineer
Company (Sappers),
carries a roll of plastic
for use in sandbag
dike building April 8
in Valley City, N.D.,

as Valley City State
University students pile
the sandbags in place
behind him.

ederal coordinating

‘ ojﬁcer, FEMA

ny time with him and he was already growing
thinking that | needed to be doing what | wz
| kept telling myself what a great story this
Senior Airman Dominic Ste.Marie, 119th Wing, wh
as born five weeks premature and admitted fo the neo
te.Marie continued to volunteer for flood duty, going betw:
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re is no alternative in this fight but victory. We have got to win
believe we will win it, and it is because of the extraordinary

it of the people of this community.”

— U.S. Sen. Kent Conrad

S - e 7 g

“One of my inspiring moments
came when we asked the churches of West
Fargo to provide snacks for the troops. ...
Within minutes, a stream of baked goods
began to appear. ... Many times, when
chaplains visit in the field they take food for
the troops. During flood ops 09, the troops
were so well supplied that they offered us
food wherever we went. It's a great example
of community support and generosity.”

— Chaplain (Lt. Col.) John Flowers

e N.D. National Guard we hold in tremendous
esteem and its because whenever we need them,
they're always there. It doesn’t matter if it is a
war in Iraq, Afghanistan, or any place else in the
world, or whether its a flood, tornado or blizzard,

or anything at home — or both at the same time. 3
— N.D. Gowv. John Hoeven

orps of Engineers' St. Paul district office, North Dakota Adjutant General Maj. Gen. David
mayor Morrie Saxerud discuss Sheyenne River flood operations in Lisbon, N.D., on April 13.

, but it’s
pot.”

gineer Company
and Jamestown

ally. I had my first child and I hadn’t spent
and changing, but at the same time | kept
1s doing to help out with flood efforts.
would be for him when he got older."

) became a father March 14 (His son, Rylan Alan
natal intensive care unit at MeritCare in Fargo.
en his wife and son's side and the sandbagging line.)

@ We are very proud to have many of
these men and women as our students
at NDSU. (The university) does a num-
ber of things to support and assist our
Guard Soldiers who are called to duty.”
— Prakash Mathew,

vice president for student affairs at
NDSU (about 160 NDSU students serve in
the National Guard)

& Jhey, along with other members of
the Guard, were the backbone in
helping a number of North Dakota
communities cope with rising waters.”
— Peter Johnson, executive associate
vice president for university relations

at UND (speaking on the more than
125 UND students in the National
Guard)

Capt. Grant Larson,

"The N.D. Nati
was an integrs
Cass Count

County's tim
— Cass C






Story and photos by Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp
119th Wing

Uniforms blurred together as military members worked
jointly with various government agencies to assist civilians and
boost morale during the spring flood fight of 2009.

“We need to be visible out here to reassure the public that
we’re helping them,” Says Fargo city police officer Christopher
Potter, as he patrols the flood levees along drain 27 in Fargo,
N.D. with Spc. Cody Renner, of the 957 Multi-role Bridge
Company.

“Fear caused by stress is a concern during a disaster. You
can tell that civilians are reassured when they see police officers
and military members keeping an eye on the flood levees and
neighborhoods,” adds Potter.

The National Guard presence has been apparent across the
state of North Dakota as National Guard members have been
checking levees, directing traffic, walking through neighbor-
hoods and visiting stranded homeowners isolated by flood
water.

Joint government agency emergency operation centers
(EOCs) sprang up in various locations around the state provid-
ing the means for civilians to ask for help when the water came
knocking on their door.

“We have been ready to respond to flood emergencies in the
EOCs, and ready to direct National Guard assets into action to
help civilians threatened by flood water,” says Capt. Grant Lar-
son, of the 119th Maintenance Squadron, who has been working
in the Cass County EOC.

“This joint operations arrangement should serve as a model
for emergency centers around the country in future disasters,”
said Justo “Tito” Hernandez, a federal coordinating officer with
FEMA.

Fr i [
; Above, From left to right Chaplaln Lt. -CoI John Flowers, of the 1 19th '- -

Wing, makes a morale visit to Sgt. Marty Myers._an‘d Spc. John Frey,

both of the 153rd FSC based in South Dakota, as they monitor a ﬂood

dike for leaks along the Red River, Fargo,.N D.

“The assistance the National Guard provided in the air and on
the ground was critical in winning this fight,” adds Hernandez.

National Guard personnel have also been dispatched regular-
ly to visit civilians isolated by water who may want to evacuate
their home, but have been unable to do so.

“We’ve been making regular visits to homeowners who can’t
get in and out from their property because of the high water,”
said Staff Sgt. William Griffin, of the 136th Combat Sustain-
ment Support Battalion as he steps out of a high mobility
multipurpose wheeled vehicle (Humvee) after navigating a road
flooded by water from the Sheyenne River April 15, near Fort
Ransom, N.D.

Chaplain, Lt. Col. John Flowers, of the 119th Wing, is sup-
porting the troops who support the civilians.

“Chaplains call it ‘ministry.of presence.” It means being
there with soldiers and airmen as a visible reminder of God's
love and care. We are one of the teams that can circulate around
the field and make sure the troops have everything they need,”
said Flowers.

“Airmen and soldiers are very open with us about morale
issues. We can lend a listening ear and allow them to vent their
frustrations. Often times we can help them see why a certain
decision or policy was made,” adds Flowers.

"The North Dakota National Guard was an intrical part of
the Cass County team and a major reason for our success dur- & .
ing the flood of 2009. Their professionalism and pridein the '
performance of their duties was something that stood out and
was noticed by all. It was a privilege to serve with them during
Cass County's time of crisis!" said Cass County Sheriff Paul D.
Laney.

“The theme of this flood was neighbors helping neighbors,”
said Dr. Tim Mahoney, Vice-Mayor of Fargo.

Welfare visits by joint government agencies were a big part of
neighbors helping neighbors during the spring flood fight of
20009.

gt-WllTlam (jnfﬁn, of the 136th ombat Sustainment Support Battalion (De!
ives a high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicle (Humvee) on a road flooded

.the'Sheyenne River April 15, Fort Rans: , N.D.-Griffin and Spc.Jessica Sandberg,
r " "Quartermaster Battalion (Rugby, N. D.), are making a welfaré.visit. to a ruraI civilia

his-home, which is surrounded by the flood wa”ter Te =
i o
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Right, Staff Sgt. Wayne Baumbach, of the 119th
Communications Flight, and Cass County

Sherriff's deputy Dan Korsmo, evacuate Juan
Munoz, of Milwaukee, Wisc. from a house in a rural
Harwood, N.Dak. neighborhood April 1. Munoz has
been helping his parents protect their house from
rising flood water along the Red River on the North
Dakota - Minnesota border. They are part of a quick
response force team tasked with checking on rural
civilian residents in the flood ravaged area.

Background photo, Cass County Sherriff's office deputys and U.S Fish and Wildlife
personnel manuever an airboat over a flooded road near Davenport, N.D. as they bring
{ ed residents who are cut off by the water.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY
SENIOR MASTER SGT. DAVID H. LIPP
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When people come to the aid.

heartwarming and touching sigl
try to prevent a disaster it is equz

has been a challenge of historic |

Flood levels reached all-
time high levels throughout
the state of North Dakota in
the spring of 2009.

Every North Dakota
county except one was
declared a federal disaster
area this spring, but through
the challenges that the
floods brought, our spirit has
shown through.

Sometimes it takes a
disaster to bring a community
ABOVE Volunteer sandbaggers stand knee deep in floodwater as they transfer sandbags from the bucket of a front-end loader to a together, and b}’ community, I
rural Cass County farm house southeast of Kindred, N.D., on April 21. mean a region.
RIGHT Senior Airman Nathanael Baardson, a 119th Civil Engineer Squadron firefighter, passes a sandbag to build a dike near the Red For a few weeks in March and April

River in Fargo on March 25.

people in areas affected by flooding
W Sgt._Adam.Gehlhar, left, passes a sandag o Sgt. 1 Class Gal:y r_l:_er_g, both of t 817th Engineer Company, as they create a focused on one common goal — fight-

L evee bein along the Sheyenne River in Valle: ' N.D., on April 8. i.n'th_eJNat'er.
— e

= BELO
~ human chain moving sandbags from a pallet to a temporary
— — =

- - | “My perception is that the crime rate

ing the flood fight in

all differences were

> just ked fOI'

: age and even loss'o
in at least two flood-related deaths in
Pakota. Itsduststhat-a can-do

—

. p.and prevail,
even for people who had lost, or were
losing, their personal battles.

It didiitieven’seetn to phase Fargo

M’Christoﬁ
R— he and his family had been evacuate

[~ from their south Moorhead home as
#— he walked the flood levees protecting
Fargo.

Despite difficult conditions people
were working hard — and smiling.






of others in a time of disaster itis a
t. When people come together to
Uly inspiring. The spring of 2009
yroportions in North Dakota.

Along with grunts and groans,
joking and laughter could be heard
all around the state in places such as
“Sandbag Central,” the FargoDome,
the Valley City Winter Show Arena
and the Ransom County Fair Grounds.
The chuckles could be heard in the hu-
man sandbagging chains in backyards
— late at night — in near blizzard con-
ditions. The freezing conditions made
the sandbags feel like 30-40 pound fro-
zen turkeys, requiring sandbaggers to
throw them on the ground to break the
sand loose before piling them securely
in place in the darkness.

Volunteers from surrounding towns
and cities — with no personal stake in
the flood fight — rode hours on buses
to join sandbaggers. Men and women
in their 60s and 70s shoveled sand into
bags held by children that were 10 and
11 years old. They passed the sandbags
to hoards of high school and college
students. Truck drivers worked tire-
lessly, hauling them to neighborhood
streets and alleys around the clock.
People in uniform stood side-by-side
with civilians for a common goal. The
time of day became irrelevant.

Surprising statements came from
unlikely places, as a ninth grade girl
from Fargo South High Campus 2,

who was sandbagging April 9 could be
heard saying, “I don't care what anyone
says, this is fun,” then adding a slightly
embarrassed giggle.

When sandbagging was called off in
Fargo because the levees were complete
people were saying, what do we do now?

Reporters from national media
outlets seemed disappointed to find
cheerful people
working hard
at fighting the
flood in the
Fargo-Moor-
head area, rather
than the despair
that they were
expecting. What
they found
were self-reliant
people coming
together to cre-
ate a force that
would not accept
defeat.

“T have count-
less stories of re-
porters asking us
for more drama
... more tragedy
... because the
reporters had

The joy of youth is apparent as Fargo South High School ninth-graders pass sandbags along
a human chain April 9 in a north Fargo neighborhood near El Zagel Golf Course.

trouble finding it
not only in our military, but also in the
civilians fighting the flood,” said Capt.
Penny Ripperger, the 119th Wing
public affairs officer.

There were strong community and
government leaders guiding the fight.
Leaders and people seasoned by a harsh
climate, making tough decisions — and
tough people meeting a challenge with
a rare spirit.

'The post-flood slogans and t-shirts
are entertaining, including my personal
favorite — “United We Sand.”

Experiencing the culture of volun-
teerism and camaraderie during the
flood fight was truly inspirational — to
the point of goose bumps.

Senior Airman Trisha K. McDonald, of the 119th Services Flight, carries sandbags to pile
on pallets March 24 at the FargoDome.

Sgt. Gina M. Deibel hefts sandbags onto pallets at the Fargo city garage on March 23.
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7 hile deployed in Iraq, Spc. Ryan
L. Karsky got accustomed to the
towering Hesco barriers that
ringed his base.

These large modular steel baskets, lined
with a fine meshy material, held compacted
desert sand, gravel and chunks of concrete.
They served as an effective shield against
hostile fire and shrapnel.

rising Red River and many of south Fargo’s
most flood-prone neighborhoods.

“I saw them all the time in Iraq,” Karsky
said, “but I never ever thought we'd be using
them to fight a flood. I thought we'd be over
here throwing sandbags.”

NEW SINCE 1997
Sandbag dikes were the protection of
choice back in 1997, the last time the Red

id

l

Master Sgt. Shane Kosen, of the 119th Logistics Readiness Squadron, maneuvers a forklift into place to remove pallets of HESCO barriers
from a flatbed truck March 24, at the North Dakota Air National Guard, Fargo, N.D. The sections of Hesco are being unloaded so they can be

Now, back home in North Dakota, Karsky,
a member of the 817th Engineer Company
of the North Dakota Army National Guard,

+ has found a different use for the trusty barri-

ers. He was among about 50 Guard Soldiers

| and Airmen constructing miles of Hesco
| barriers along low-lying parts of Fargo, which

was dealing with major flooding.
'The Hescos were all that stood between the

" linked together and filled with sand to create a flood barrier from the rising waters of the Red River.

River seriously threatened the Fargo area
and before many of the citizen-Soldiers and
citizen-Airmen working the dike lines today
were even members of the Guard.

1st Sgt. Curtis W. Kaseman, also of the
817th, is one Soldier who remembers the
1997 flood fight well. And as a Veteran of the
war in Iraq, he’s another Soldier who learned
to appreciate the Hescos for the protection

they provided him in a combat zone.
Kaseman, of Jamestown, said the Hesco
barriers in Iraq were much larger, sometimes
as high as 20 feet, compared to the three-
feet-tall versions that were used in Fargo. The
emplaced barriers were lined with plastic to
help hold back the impending wall of water.
“They are not new technology as far
as fighting floods is concerned, but they
definitely are new around here since 1997,”
Kaseman said.

DUAL PURPOSE

In fact, Hesco Inc. representatives say that
the barriers actually were designed primarily
for flood control and to impede hillside ero-
sion. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan opened
up a new market for the company.

Hesco Inc. is based in Hammond, La., just
north of New Orleans and Lake Pontchar-
train, another area of the country that is
accustomed to massive flooding.

What makes their barriers so beneficial is
the speed at which they can be constructed
compared to traditional sandbag efforts.
Company specifications claim that what
would take a crew more than 70 hours to do
with sandbags can be done in 30 minutes
with Hesco barriers.

STATEWIDE RESPONSE

On a March day, Spc. Brett M. Steele and
Karsky, both of whom live and work in the
Bismarck area, quickly cleared a path and
laid down a plastic base ahead of the rest of
their crew that was setting up and filling the
Hescos.

For them and the other Soldiers of the
Jamestown-based 817th, it was a race against
the clock and the swelling river. The unit has
been placed on active duty orders and sent to
Fargo to fight the flood.

They join more than 800 North Dakota
Guard Soldiers and Airmen, most of whom
volunteered, for the statewide flood-fighting
efforts. All were working alongside civilian

Story by Sgt. 1st Class Dayld Dodds / 116th Public Affairs Detachment + Photos by Semor Master Sgt David H Llpp/ 1 19th ng
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contractors, businesses and homeowners to
hold the high ground.

Before his unit was activated, Steele already
was a Guard volunteer involved in flood fight-
ing in central North Dakota, near Beulah. He
said it was hard to just pick up and leave.

“But, this is where we need to be now,”
Steele said. “My only hesitation in all of this
is that I had to move from one spot in need
to another one.”

FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS

Spc. Jordan J. Nygaard, Jamestown, also
with the 817th, was amazed by the rapid-fire
pace of the dike work going on around him.
The Soldiers kept the Hesco assembly line
humming;, as a parade of dump trucks supplied
fresh clay and dirt to the site near Fargo’s
Lindenwood Park. A fleet of Bobcat loaders,
driven by civilian contractors, filled the Hescos
as quickly as they were set up.

“It’s kind of intriguing to see nine Bob-

cat loaders working so
quickly within a dis-
tance of one city block,”
Nygaard said. “There’s a
lot of moving parts. You
have to watch out.”

Gary Boatman, a
Fargo resident whose
mother lives near
Lindenwood Park, was in
the area and saw the work
being done by the Guard.
He wanted to help, so he
brought his own Bob-
cat loader to the fight,
complete with a crude

TOP Spc. Loyal Good, right, and Spc. Andrew Gustafson, both of the 815th Engineer Company,
assemble Hesco barriers on April 15 for temporary flood levees in Lisbon, N.D.

BOTTOM Spc. Joshua Klundt, of the 817th, sets up a Hesco barrier to form a levee along Fifth Steet

South in Fargo on March 24.

cardboard sign that read,
“Tell me what to do!”
“It’s not just these

neighborhoods that appreciate what the
Guard is doing for us — it’s the whole city of
Fargo,” Boatman said, between hauling loads.

THE NORTHERN FRONT

On Fargo’s north side, flood fighting also
was in full effect between 14th and 15th
Avenue North.

Because of the terrain in the area, Hesco
barriers could not be used, according to 1st Lt.
John W. Peyerl, a volunteer from 136nd Com-
bat Service Support Battalion in Grand Forks.

Peyerl said about a 130 Guard Soldiers and \
Airmen were forming a chain to move sand-
bags and place them about two feet high.

“They're a little sore out there today, but
don't think any of them are sorry they signed up
for this,” Peyerl said. “This is what they want to
be doing and they are out having a good time.”

Staff Sgt. Elliot Steinbrink, with the North
Dakota Air Guard’s 119th Wing, had a little

more on his mind than some of the other

volunteers on the sandbag line who had come *

from other parts of the state. His home is
only blocks away from the river.

“It makes me nervous, but everyone
needs the help, not just me,” Steinbrink said.
“When you're working as a National Guards-
men, it means something. People recognize
that and it feels good.”






Right, Spc. Elizabeth Feliciano,
of the 132nd Quartermasters
Company, a Psychology major
at North Dakota State Uni-
versity, reviews in-processing
information being explained
by Master Sgt. Jennifer
Kraiter, of the 119th Mission
Support Flight, Mar. 23, at the
Armed Forces Reserve Center,
Fargo, N.D. Feliciano was
planning attending college
classes and joining the flood
fight with the North Dakota
Army National Guard later in
the week, but when dasses
were canceled she changed
her plans and volunteered to
join the fight early.

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp
Above,Staff Sgt. Alvin Anhorn, of the 191st Military Police
Company, positions a hose used to remove water with a pump
near a temporary flood levee along the Sheyenne River in
Lisbon, N.D. The water is seapage from a minor leak in the
levee and is being pumped back into the river.

Senior Master Sqt. David H. Lipp

Above, the flood clock on
the scoreboard is ticking as
Spc. Jarred Munoz, of the
818th Engineer Company,
kneeling, and Spc. Joshua
Bechtle, of the 957 Multi-
role Bridge Company, with
shovel, join with civilian

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

flood-fighting volunteers Above, a N.D. Army National Guard soldier adjusts a pump
who pack the floor of the hose March 27, as it pumps water from a backyard in south
Fargo Dome in an effort to Fargo over a sandbag levee and into drain 27. The soldier
fill sandbags, Fargo, N.D., is part of a quick response force team responding to an
March 24. emergency in the Oak Creek neighborhood of Fargo.

Left, N. D. adjutant general Maj. Gen. David Sprynczynatyk
joins the flood fighting effort with North Dakota National
Guard members Airman 1st Class Paul Bartron, of the 119th
Security Forces Squadron, left, and Staff Sgt. Mark Lewis, of
the 119th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, March 21, at the
Fargo, N.D. city garage.

Tech. Sgt. Bradly Schneider
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Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp
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Above Staff Sgt. Jamie Frankl, of

the 219th Security Forces Squadron,
directs trafficallowing flood - ——
fighting dump truckstopass
thfgugl;-in_tfi'edion_ﬁuring the
morning rush hour March 24, Fargo, -
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Upper right, Staff Sgt. Mathew
Mitzel, throws sandba m an
earthen dike to Staff Sgt. Derek
Hjelseth, in a Zodiac raft, for place-
ment next to a failing permanent
flood wall at Oak Grove High School
March 30, Fargo, N.D. Both soldiers
are members of the 957 Multi-role
Bridge Company. The sandbags are

being placed into the water mext
to reinforce leaking sections of the
flood wall.

Background photo, a flood water measuring stick
pokes up from the water behind a a sandbag
levee March 27 along drain 27 in south Fargo,
N.D. The levees are built to have one foot of
freeboard above flood water level predictions

by the National Weather Service. Army Corp of
Engineers and city engineers monitor the levees
to make sure that they meet the required height
to hold back the flood water. This stick is good
for 42 feet at a time when the National Weather
Service was predicting between 42 and 43 feet.

Senior Master Sqt. David H. Lipp

T

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

“ Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Above, from left to right Staff Sgt. Ryan Sherman,
of the 119th Logistics Readiness Squadron,
Airman 1st Class Kristen Thomsen, of the 119th
Student Flight, and Airman 1st Class Jeremiah
Johnson, of the 119th Civil Engineer Squadron,
pick up trash as they monitor flood levees, which
are holding back the flood waters of the Red
River, Fargo, N.D. March 30. They are also walking
through the flood troubled neighborhoods in
order to present a community presence for the
military to help reassure the residents.

Left, South Dakota Army National Guard
soldiers activated for the flood fight in
North Dakota, bunk in the North Dakota
Air National Guard motorpool garage
March 23, Fargo, N.D.





Below, North Dakota
National Guard Soldiers
sandbag a house on the
banks of the Des Lacs
River in Burlington, N.D.,
on Easter Sunday, April 12.
The Soldiers came from
the Headquarters Head-
quarters Company and
Forward Support Company
of the 164th Engineer Bat-
talion, Minot; the 957th
Multi-Role Bridge Com-
pany, Bismarck, and the
818th Engineer Company
(Sapper), Williston.

Right, Spc. James
Burhans and Staff
Sgt. Jamie Hyatt,
of the 164th
Engineer Battal-
ion, help Sandra
Boe, owner of
the Minot KOA,
down froma N.D.
National Guard
five-ton truck
April 14. Spc.
Jeremy Thorne
stands by at right,
and the owner’s
brother, Bob
Tyson, gets ready
to hand down
their pets and
belongings.

Senior Master Sqt. David H. Lipp,

Above, The FargoDome floor is covered with pallets of sandbags March 31,

Fargo, N.D.

Sgt. Ann Knudson,

Sgt. Ann Knudson,

Right, Master Sgt. Eric Johnson, of the 119th Wing, passes a sandbag along a human
chain as he stands knee-deep in flood water in rural Cass County, southeast of
Kindred, N.D. Photo by Senior Master Sqt. David H. Lipp, 119th Wing

Left, soldiers and airmen of

the North Dakota National
Guard pass sandbags along a
human chain to build sandbag
flood levees March 25, near El
Zagel Golf Course, Fargo, N.D.
Among the N.D. National Guard
members in the line are Senior
Airman Brandon Miller, left,
and Tech. Sgt. Robert Robinson,
in sunglasses. Both of them are
in the 119th Wing.

Below, Senior Airman
Christopher Haroldson, of the
119th Avionics Squadron, left,
hands a sandbag to Spc. Ross
Brumely, of the 188th Engineer
Company, as they place the
sandbags on a temporary levee
April 7, Fargo, N.D. in prepara-
tion for a second crest of the
Red River.

Tech. Sgt. Bradly Schneider

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp





Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Right, water runs into the 'glory
hole' emergency spillway at the
Jamestown Reservoir April 27,
Jamestown, N.D. Itis the first
time that the water level of the
Jamestown Reservoir has risen
high enough to flow into the
glory hole.

Left photo, Pfc. Curtis Schestler,
of the 2-285th Aviation Assault
Battalion, right, and Staff Sgt.
Bryan Hensel, of the 119th
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron,
walk along a flood levee May
16, on the bank of the James
River, Jamestown, N.D. They are
monitoring the levee for possible
leaks or areas where breaches
may occur, so that repairs can be
done before damage gets too
severe,

Below, Airman 1st Class Jens
Gylland, of the 119th Security
Forces Squadron, moves a road
barrier in place to restrict vehicle
access at a traffic control point

in south Fargo March 27. Taffic
control points help dump trucks
to better access levee areas by
limiting traffic.

Sgt. Ann Knudson,

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

Sgt. Ann Knudson

Above right, a N.D. Army National Guard
dump truck dumps a load of clay on top of
water bubbling up from the sewer manholes
on North Dakota Highway 27 near the bridge
crossing the Sheyenne River, near the center
of Lisbon, N.D. April 15.

Above, "Boots on the ground" had a slightly different meaning in Burlington, where North Dakota
National Guard Soldiers sweated on Easter Sunday, April 11, to get two more houses sandbagged
against the rising Des Lacs River. The Soldiers came from the164th Engineer Battalion, Minot; the
957th Multi-Role Bridge Company, Bismarck, and the 818th Engineer Company (Sapper), Williston.

Left, Spc. Kevin Gemar, right, and Spc. Cole Tucker, both of the 231st Brigade Support Battalion's
Company B, monitor a flood levee along the Sheyenne River in Valley City, N.D. April 22.
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Eight members of the 188th Army Band have the unique chance to use ceremonial M-1 rifles as musical instruments
during the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestra’s rendition of Peter llych Tchaikowsky's 1812 Overture April 25 and
26, during a free community concert celebration commemorating the end of the 2009 spring flooding of the Red
River at the FargoDome, Fargo, N.D.

The 1812 Overture is a musical depiction of the War of 1812 between the United States of America and the British
Empire, which is sometimes called the second war for independence. The M-1 rifles are being used as percussion
instruments to add drama during the climactic ending.

"We were thrilled to have the ND National Guard provide the live artillery fire during the Fargo-Moorhead
Symphony Orchestra's performance of Tchaikovsky's famous "1812 Overture" at our post-flood community
celebration concerts. When we were quickly making plans for this performance, | came up with the idea not
knowing if it would be feasible, or even possible, on such short notice. | am so honored that everyone involved went
above and beyond the call of duty - when they had way more important matters to attend to - to make this happen.
Our audiences were enthralled with both the team's performance as well as Maj. Gen. Sprynczynatyk's address
(left). Kudos to the talented members of the 188th Army Band - for musicians, they wield a mean rifle! On behalf
of the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestra and the entire region, our sincere thanks for your participation in this
concert and for ALL you do. You are all an inspiration." Said Linda Coates, Executive Director of the Fargo-Moorhead
Symphony Orchestra.
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he Nebraska Army National Guard simply couldn’t do its mission without the hundreds of professional noncommissioned officers that make up its
ranks. From the command sergeants major who are responsible for looking out for the morale and welfare of their troops, to the supply sergeants who

makes sure that Soldiers have the equipment they need, to the medical sergeants who maintain Soldiers’ health and treat their wounds, to the drill
sergeants who ensure that Soldiers start their careers on the right foot, the Nebraska Army National Guard depends on the quality and professionalism of its NCOs
to make sure that the hard jobs get done right the first time. They literally are the backbone of the Army.
As part of the Army’s continuing Year of the NCO observance, the Prairie Soldier spotlights the work that Nebraska Army National Guard NCOs do on a daily
basis to ensure that the Nebraska Army National Guard is ready, trained and capable to do its mission.

Following In his
father’s footsteps

mNebraska Army Guard
first sergeant filling same

role in same unit as father

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

teve Harris is a busy man with a
lot on his mind.

As the first sergeant for the
1075th Medium Truck Company,
which is split between York and Co-
lumbus, his drill weekends literally
keep him hopping.

One moment he’s confirming to see
if his Soldiers’ rations are ready and in
place. The next he’s talking with one of
his platoon sergeants about the prog-
ress of the weekend'’s training. Then
he’s on his cell phone, checking on the
location of one of the unit’s convoys.

Along the way, he chats with his Sol-
diers who are also busy at work. How's
college going? How’s your family? Have
you filled out this or that paperwork
yet? When are you going to reenlist?

It's about caring, says Harris dur-
ing a rare break at the end of his May
drill. It's about caring for your Soldiers
by giving them the right training, the
right counseling and more importantly,
the time to help them become the best
they possibly can be.

It's also about being honest with
them about what the future holds.

“Don’t try to pull anything over on
them,” Harris says about his leader-
ship philosophy. “Be honest and upfront
with them. | believe right there, that is
the key. You instill their trust and they
will follow you.”

“Take care of your Soldiers,” he adds,
“and they will take care of you.”

For most Soldiers in Harris’ posi-
tion, such a philosophy is built up over
time, the result of countless mentoring
sessions with noncommissioned officers
they've served with over their careers.

In a way, Harris is no different. He,
too, says his philosophy was developed
by watching and learning from the
sergeants he’s worked for since enlist-
ing into the Nebraska Army National
Guard in 1980. Not the least of which
was a first sergeant who early on
helped teach Harris the value of caring
for Soldiers and mentoring them for
the future.

That first sergeant was Harris’
father, Jack R. Harris, who served as
the senior sergeant for the York, Neb.,
company from 1984 until his retire-

2009

YEAR OF PHE

1st Sgt. (Ret.) Jack R. Harris
Hometown: Fairmont, Neb.
Job Title: Retired First Sergeant,
York, Neb.
Years of Service: 23
Family: Wife: Loris K.Harris; Sons:
Jeff, Doug, Dave, Steve, Mike.

1st Sgt. Steven T. Harris
Hometown: York, Neb.

Job Title:First Sergeant, 1057th
Transportation Company
(Columbus, York)

Years of Service: 29
Family: Wife: Barb J. Harris; Sons:
Andrew, Cory.

ment in 1989.

The same community where Harris
also now serves as first sergeant.

“I learned everything I know from
him,” said Harris, who is responsible
for approximately 180 1075th Soldiers.
“If it wasn't for him, | don't know if |
would've got to this spot.”

Jack Harris' military career began in
1954 when he joined the Air Force as an
aircraft mechanic. The son of a fighter
pilot who won a Silver Star in the
Pacific during World War 11 and fought
again during the Korean War, Jack said
military service was already coursing
through his veins when he began a ca-
reer that would take him from Detroit,
Mich., to Alaska and finally York, Neb.

“There’s a lot of military background
in our family,” said Jack, whose uncle
served and died in Vietnam when his
special operations unit was ambushed.

Jack served in the Air Force until
1964. After moving to central Ne-
braska, he decided to enlist into York’s
Company A, 67th Support Battalion,
in 1976 to complete his military career
and earn a retirement.

Serving with the Nebraska Army
Guard for 13 years, Harris moved
steadily up the ranks in the unit, which
was responsible for providing grocer-
ies, fuel and ammunition for the rest
of Nebraska's 67th Infantry Brigade
(Mechanized). He also helped recruit
many of the members York’s current
Detachment 1, 1075th Medium Truck
Co., including four of Jack’s sons. Steve,
the youngest of the four, was the last to

Photo by Maj. Kevin Hynes

Like Father, Like Son: Retired 1st Sgt. Jack Harris and his son, 1st Sgt. Steve Harris,
show off their first sergeant stripes while standing in the motorpool at the York armory.
Both Soldiers served as first sergeant in York, Neb., Jack Harris for Company A and B,
67th Support Battlion, and Steve for the 1075th Transportation Company, which also

includes Soldiers based in Columbus.

join in 1980.

Jack said his son was pretty much
like any other new Soldier.

“He was apprehensive,” Jack said.

“I think they all were. You don’t know
what’s going to happen at basic train-
ing. You don't know what to expect.”

Harris said it was difficult being both
a young Soldier and the son of his unit’s
senior sergeant. “Through my eyes |
honestly have to say that he was harder
on me than anybody else because he
didn’'t want me to fail,” Harris said. “It
was hard not only as a young Soldier,
but as his son. Sitting there with dad
saying, "You are going to do this or else,’
is hard for a son to follow.”

“You're like, "You're family, what the
heck are you doing?™” he added, laugh-
ing. “It's hard enough being young and
not knowing anything about the mili-
tary. It becomes, ‘I guess | have to follow
along because you're the first sergeant.”

Jack said all of his sons became good
Soldiers. The older three, however, had
other career goals they wanted to pur-
sue, so they left the Guard.

Not Steve, though. “I could see that
he was taking an interest,” Jack said.
“He’s a Soldier... a Soldier’s Soldier.”

Harris said serving in a unit with his
father helped him develop a better un-
derstanding of the military and himself.

“As time went on, | grew,” said Har-
ris, who, along with the rest of his Co-
lumbus and York unit, deployed to Iraq
for a year-long mission in 2004. “I got to
understand why | was serving. It wasn't
for myself...it was for my country and
other people... to serve for them.”

Jack said the unit he helped lead
in the late 1980s was different from

the one his son now helps lead. Back
then, as the primary support unit for

a Nebraska infantry brigade, Soldiers
from York spent much of their drills
and annual training “out in the field”
setting up bivouac sites where they
helped distribute food, ammunition and
petroleum products to the rest of the
brigade.

Still, his duties as a first sergeant
weren't that much different than the
ones his son now has.

“My biggest worry was personnel,
making sure they were taken care of,
especially in the field; making sure
they got their rations, everything like
that,” Jack said.

It wasn't just a part-time job, either.

“I was up here (at the York armory)
every day even though | wasn't a
full-timer,” he said, adding that his
philosophy was pretty simple: “If you
didn't take care of your people, the job
wouldn’t get done.”

Jack said he also quickly learned
that he couldn’t do it alone. He needed
to trust the NCOs under him to do
their jobs well. “When | was the first
sergeant | tried to give people the
authority and then held them account-
able,” he said. “There was no way that
I could have my finger on everything,
but I put people in place where they
could tell me what was going on.”

“I had a good bunch of people,” he
said. “My NCOs were good.”

Probably the best part of the job,
Jack said, was the times he got to
spend working one-on-one with the
individual Soldiers.

“Mentoring to me was probably the

See FIRST SERGEANTS on 10.





10 Patriots in Stripes
Helping people find
right path driving
Wayne-area recruiter

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

ale Alexander Jr. faced

D a difficult decision.
About two years

ago Alexander, who had
recently returned home from
Iraq after serving a year in
the Middle East as a platoon
sergeant with the Nebraska
Army National Guard’s 189th
Transportation Company, was
approached by Sgt. 1st Class
Brad Wieland about becoming
a recruiter for the company’s
detachment in Wayne.

Wieland, who had served as
the Wayne recruiter for more
than two decades, was about
to retire from the Guard and
thought Alexander would be a
good fit to replace him.

Alexander, who had re-
cently been promoted into an
office career as a northeastern
Nebraska probation officer,
wasn't sure, though.

Could he step away from a
career where he was responsi-
ble for helping troubled youth
find a different path? Was he
recruiter material?

He just didn’'t know.

Wieland, ever the recruiter,
finally got Alexander to prom-
ise to at least consider the
possibility.

“I decided I'd take a serious
look at it. (I) did some soul-
searching and realized that |
wouldn’t be where I'm at today
without the experiences and
schooling and everything that
the Guard has done for me,”
said Alexander, a native of
Emerson, Neb., who had served
in the Wayne unit since joining
the Nebraska Army National
Guard in December 1987.

Alexander said he sud-
denly realized that becoming
a recruiter similar to the work
he did as a 16-year veteran
probation officer: helping
young adults find what inter-
ests them and giving them an
opportunity to pursue their
dreams.

“Basically, all I want to do is
see these kids become produc-
tive people in their communi-
ties and not be a burden on
the community,” he said. “To
get them headed into the right
direction.”

In December 2007 Alex-
ander formally became the
recruiter for Detachment 1,
189th Trans. Co. Since then,
he has logged nearly 28,000
miles in his official car while

Sgt. 1st Class DaleT.
Alexander Jr.
Hometown: Emerson, Neb.
Job Title: Recruiting and
Retention Sergeant,
Detachment 1, 189th
Transportation Company
(Wayne, Neb.)
Years of Service: 21
Family: Wife: Stacey
Alexander; Daughters:
Jordan, Jacie.

making weekly visits to 19
high schools spread across

a wide swath of northeast
Nebraska ranging from West
Point to Wynot, from South
Sioux City, Emerson and Ban-
croft to U.S. Highway 81.

Alexander said a typi-
cal day usually starts at the
Wayne armory. He then points
his car north or south and
begins the work of finding
people interested in joining
the Nebraska Army National
Guard, visiting school guid-
ance counselors, recently
enlisted recruits and people
looking for more information
about the Nebraska Guard.

He quickly learned that it's
a tough, tough job.

Days often extend well into
the night, which often means
missing one of his two daugh-
ters’ school activities. It also
means relentlessly maintain-
ing a positive attitude in the
face of adversity.

“You have to be able to take
‘no’ for an answer and not be
devastated,” he said. “I think
for some people, for some re-
cruiters, hearing ‘no’ over and
over again is very discourag-
ing. But you have to come at
it with the thought process
that the military is not for
everybody.”

“Those kids have plans of
their own,” he said.

Alexander credits Wieland
with helping him get started
on the right foot. “I learned a
lot of my stuff from Wieland,”
he said, adding that the
veteran recruiter gave him
several pieces of advice that
he carries with him each day.

The first is that he's re-
sponsible for making sure the
Wayne detachment and the
189th Trans. Co., as a whole,
are staffed with good, quality

FIRST SERGEANTS continued from page 9.
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On The Road In Search Of Tomorrow’s Guardsmen: Sgt. 1st Class Dale Alexander, recruiting and
retention sergeant for Detachment 1, 189th Transportation Company, poses in his staff car along aroad near
Wayne, Neb. Since becoming a recruiter in December 2007 he has logged nearly 28,000 miles in his car.

Soldiers who want to make
an impact on the organiza-
tion’s mission. The second is
that before enlisting any new
Soldier he has to talk to the
parents first.

“One of the guidelines he
had for himself was, you will
not enlist someone until you
meet the parents,” Alexander
said. “It's a good philosophy
because then you go over it
again with Mom and Dad and
they have a full understand-
ing of what their child is
about do.”

“And they ask a lot of the
hard questions that kids don't
ask,” he added.

For example, questions
about deployments always
come up. Alexander said he's
always honest any questions
he receives.

“I go over the good and the
bad,” he said. “I talk about my
experiences in lraq.”

He said he always makes
sure the potential recruit and
his or her parents realize that
deployments are now a very
real part of a Guard Soldier’s

“Basically, all |
want to do is see
these kids become
productive people in
their communities
and not be a burden
on the community. To
get them headed into

the right direction.”

— Sgt. 1st Class
Dale Alexander

commitment.

“They can’t join the mili-
tary thinking that they will
not be deployed,” he said. “It's
going to happen. That’s the
mindset that they need to
come in with.”

“And if they’'re not com-
fortable with being deployed
then that’s okay because the
military isn’t for everyone,” he
added.

Honesty, he said, is ex-
tremely important.

“If you B.S. them, they are

going to at some point say, ‘I
don't think | want to do this,”
he said.

Since becoming the re-
cruiter for Wayne, Alexander
has enjoyed considerable
success. His unit is currently
over-strength, which means
he has relatively few positions
to offer to people interested in
joining his detachment.

He also recorded a rare feat
when he enlisted a total of 12
seniors from nearby Wakefield
Community School’s graduat-
ing class into the Guard, the
largest amount of recruits by
both number and percentage
from a single high school class
in Nebraska this year.

He said he’s also learned
that he loves the challenges of
being a recruiter.

“I love this job,” he said. “I
like the social aspect of this
job. I think that's what I liked
about probation — always
meeting new people.”

“I work with my mind and
my mouth,” Alexander said.
“That's just the way I've al-
ways been.”

thing that I looked forward
to doing the most,” he said.
“If | saw a troop in trouble, |
tried to him out. Sometimes
| failed, but most times |
achieved it.”

His son said after returning
from Iraq he began thinking
more about his future and
his career in the Guard. He
also started dreaming about
someday becoming a first
sergeant in the same unit his
father had once served as the
top sergeant.

In April 2008 that dream
became a reality. After learn-
ing that he'd been selected to
become first sergeant for the
1075th, Harris said his first
thoughts were of his father.

“It was overwhelming for
me. It was like, ‘I finally caught
up to him,” he said with a
sparkle in his eyes. “I don't
know if I'll ever surpass him,
but I finally caught up to him.”

“I was just so excited and
thrilled. I couldn’t wait to call
him and tell him. I just wanted
to hear his voice and listen to
his response.”

His response?

“He called me ‘Top’ right
away and said, ‘That's just
outstanding.”

Jack said he too felt over-
whelmed knowing that his son
had just become first sergeant
of the unit that still meant so
much to him.

“I get shivers up and down

my spine that my son has be-
come the first sergeant that |
used to be in,” he said, adding:
“I didn’t say anything to any-
body, but I was tickled pink. |
was totally excited. | was hop-
ing it would happen because

I knew he was first sergeant
material.”

Harris agrees that the
1075th is a different unit than
the one his father oversaw in
the 1980s — not better, just dif-
ferent.

“l wouldn't say it's a better
Guard, but rather a different
Guard in the aspect that we're
going all different directions
whereas back when he was
the first sergeant we were all
together training,” Harris said.

He said convoy missions,
training support requests and
preparing for the unit's home-
land defense mission often
takes up much of the compa-
ny’s drill weekend and annual
training. “The Soldiers accom-
plish everything 100 percent.
They'll do whatever we throw
at them.”

“What they don't always
accomplish is taking care of
themselves, to be blunt,” he
added, saying that getting
his Soldiers to maintain their
physical fitness and personal
training, completing military
schools on time and ensuring
that they are administratively
ready, is a constant worry.

Taking care of Soldiers is a

philosophy he carries with him
to each and every drill, Harris
said. It's something that he
learned from his father that is
still as valid today as it was 20
years ago.

“This man here taught me
everything | know today as far
as taking care of your Soldiers,
knowing where they're at,
accountability, making sure
they're fed, making sure that
they're getting paid because
they've got families at home
who are depending on them,”
said Harris.

“Come out and guide them
in the right direction,” he
added, “and those Soldiers, if
you take care of, they'll come
back and take care of you.”
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Soaring Job: Sgt. Beth
Ramsey, a UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter crew
chief with the Lincoln-
based Company C,
2-135th General Support
Aviation Battalion, stands
next to one of the helicop-
ter she and other unitcrew
chiefs are responsible for

maintaining.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon

Helicopter crew chief
loves job that keeps
her away from desk

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon

Staff Photojournalist

Iways the first one to the air-
Acraft and last one to leave it.
Responsible for the main-
tenance and up-keep of a medical
evacuation UH-60 Black Hawk he-
licopter, a crew chief’s job is never
truly complete.

Lives literally depend on the
medevac helicopter being ready to
fly at a moment’s notice.

Sgt. Beth Ramsey is one such
crew chief. A member of Company
C, 2-135th General Support Avia-
tion Battalion in Lincoln, Neb., this
nine-year veteran was once an
unlikely candidate for the position,
let alone the military.

The daughter of “hippies,”
Ramsey said she always had the
desire to join the military and do
something completely different
than anything she could do as a
normal citizen.

“When I picked the job, | wanted
it to be something that I'd never do
in the civilian world,” said Ramsey.
“l wanted it to be something com-
pletely separate, something that
I would never do, something that
only the military could give me the
option to do. So | became an aircraft
mechanic.”

As an aircraft mechanic,
Ramsey’s military job is quite a
departure from her civilian career
goals. She graduated from Doane
College in Crete, Neb., May 17, with
a degree in Environmental Science
and hopes to work outdoors as a
field biologist.

Although Ramsey’s military and
civilian careers may take different
paths, the reasoning behind her
choices is the same.

“Me and offices don't get along,”
said Ramsey. “I just like being out
there and getting my hands dirty.”

As far as the Black Hawk heli-
copter is concerned, “I can't get near
the aircraft without getting my
hands dirty,” she added.

Mechanics new to the Army start
as general mechanics, but aspire to
become crew chiefs, said Ramsey.
Crew chiefs must possess many

Sgt. Beth Ramsey
Hometown: Lincoln, Neb.
Job Title: UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter crew chief, Company C,
2-135th General Support Aviation
Battalion, (Lincoln, Neb.)
Years of Service: 9
Family: Single

skills that only come with hard
work and experience, thus it's typi-
cally a job reserved only for noncom-
missioned officers.

“It's an NCO role simply be-
cause you have a lot of responsibil-
ity as a crew chief,” said Ramsey.
“It does take a lot of leadership. It
takes a lot of responsibility to be in
charge of this multi-million-dollar
aircraft and keep it up and run-
ning.”

“Also, during medevac missions
you need to be able to keep your
head,” she added. “Some situations
get hairy and you need to have that
leadership role of being able to take
charge of the situation.”

Ramsey received first-hand expe-
rience with those hairy situations
when she deployed to Kosovo in
2003-04 and then to Iraq as a crew
chief from 2006-07.

Working as a crew chief instilled
a strong sense of pride and owner-
ship, said Ramsey. It wouldn’t be
the same sense of pride and joy if
she worked behind a desk in an
office.

That sense of pride shows in the
work Ramsey and the rest of the
medevac teams have accomplished.

“We don't just save U.S. Soldiers,
we don’t just save Iraqi soldiers,”
said Ramsey.

“We moved a lot of Iraqi civilians.
We are doing good over there and |
think we have some good stories as
far as improving the quality of life
of the civilians, not just the Sol-
diers.”

Photo by Mark Roland

Proud Beat: Sgt. Darrin Fulford, an assistant platoon sergeant with the Omaha-based
402nd Military Police Battalion, stands next to the American and his unit’s colors dur-
ing a recent drill weekend. Fulford joined the Guard shortly after the Sept. 11, 2001,

terrorist attacks.

Military police sergeant
says life experiences help
him become good leader

By Mark Roland

Unit Public Affairs Representative

he attacks on the World Trade
I Center activated patriotism in
many Americans.

For Sgt. Darrin Fulford the feel-
ings were enough to cause him to
pursue a career in the military.

Fulford was born in North Chicago,
11l. and raised in Milwaukee, Wisc.
His abilities in football and track
at Alexander Hamilton High School
earned him a scholarship to Mankato
State University in Minnesota.

Later Fulford transferred to Wayne
State College in Nebraska where he
earned bachelor of Science degree in
Broadcast Communication Arts in
1990.

After the 2001 attacks, Fulford
began talking with his wife about
joining the Army. He also discussed
the idea with recruiters from the
National Guard.

“9/11 became the emphasis for me
to join the Army. After 9/11, a few
years later the Army raised the age
limit (to join the service), so | enlisted
into the Army on April 27, 2005.”

Fulford was 39 when he enlisted. A
week later he turned 40. A week after
that he left for basic training at Fort
Jackson, S.C.

“At basic training | was older than
the battalion commander and ev-
eryone,” Fulford said. “The first four
weeks were really the toughest. With
my age | had to get into the routine of
getting up and the running.”

“It was different, but it was one
hell of an experience,” he added.

When Fulford completed supply
technician advanced individual train-
ing and returned to the 267th Main-
tenance Company he had no idea how
fast his military career would take
off. Five months later he was trans-
ferred to the 867th Quartermaster
Battalion and deployed to Irag.

Fulford was quickly able to apply
his civilian experience to his new
military position.

“When | was in Iraq | was the
(Unit Level Logistics System) clerk in
the supply room. When | took it over
it was in such disarray that | thought
‘Holy cow!" I fell back on my civilian
employment (experience) knowing
that things are supposed to be in or-
der. Using what | know from my work
on a civilian job, I used a lot of those
skills to get that room in order.”

Sgt. Darrin Fulford
Hometown: Milwaukee, Wisc.
Job Title: Assistant platoon
sergeant, 402nd Military Police
Battalion, (Omaha, Neb.)
Years of Service: 4
Family: Wife: Christine Fulford;
Children: Andrew, Ashley, Noel,
Kaleb, Lucas

Much of the strength Fulford had
during the deployment came from his
wife Christine, whom he refers to as
his ‘hero.

“She had to fight the battles back
here,” he said.

“l always told her that her job was
way harder than my job. | was gone
15 to 18 months without her love,
support, courage and selflessness...
because she gave up her husband up
to the military. That's a big commit-
ment on both our hands, but a bigger
commitment for her than it is for me.”

When the unit returned from its
deployment, it was re-designated as
the 402nd Military Police Battalion.
Fulford quickly jumped at the op-
portunity to become a Military Police
officer.

Last September Fulford deployed
to Louisiana for hurricane relief
support duties where he applied his
new training while assisting local law
enforcement protect civilians.

After returning from Louisiana
Fulford was selected to become an as-
sistant platoon sergeant.

“What an NCO brings to the Army
is knowledge and experience,” he
said. “I always looked up to the NCOs
and | always wondered what type of
responsibilities they inherited. When
you have to perform that job, now you
can see the difficulties they have to go
through.”

Fulford knows the importance of
the role of an NCO in the military
and constantly applies himself to ac-
complishing the mission.

“The NCOs lead the way. | truly
believe in that,” he said. “When NCOs
are tasked with a duty, we get the job

See MILITARY POLICEMAN on 12.
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Sergeant

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

hen Boyd Navratil
Wjoined the Nebraska
National Guard 27

years ago, he joined to serve
his country, learn a new
specialty as a logistician and
make a little extra cash.

What he didn’'t know at
the time was that he was on
a road that would eventually
take him to an Active Guard
and Reserve (AGR) full-time
position with the Nebraska
Army National Guard where
he recently became the senior
logistical noncommissioned
officer in the state.

As the logistical sergeant
major for the Nebraska Army
National Guard, Navratil is
now responsible for ensuring
the state’s Soldiers have the
tools, equipment and supplies
they need to accomplish any
mission.

That means he currently
oversees logistical support and
services for approximately
3,800 Nebraska Army Nation-
al Guard Soldiers.

“It goes all the way from
equipping our Soldiers with
clothing to the major end items
like trucks, helicopters, weapon
systems, communication sys-
tems and everything in be-
tween including rations, ammo
and fuel. If the Soldiers need it,
it's logistics.” said Navratil.

“I believe there’s a lot of
reward and gratitude when
you look back after a success-
ful training event, mission,
or mobilization knowing it
couldn’t have happened with-
out the Quartermaster Soldier,”
he added. “Logisticians are
usually the first in and the last
out in supporting the force and
victory. This requires Soldiers
who are committed, resource-
ful and innovative in providing
100 percent Soldier support.”

Today’s Army National
Guard logisticians are part of
a long line of Quartermaster
Soldiers that stretches back to
the earliest days of the Army
when Gen. George Washington
appointed the first Continental
Army quartermaster in 1775.

Today’s logisticians are
responsible for a huge array
of missions ranging from unit
supply operations to such fields
as food services, petroleum op-
erations, laundry services and
grave registration.

For Navratil, a 46-year-old
native of Crete, Neb., who now
lives in Lincoln with his wife
Sanda and their daughter
Alaia, 17, and son Seth, 14, the
opportunity to learn a trade
“on someone else’s dime” and
working with numbers and
accounting are what initially

mayjor strives to keep Soldiers supplied

Sgt. Maj. Boyd L. Navratil
Hometown: Crete, Neb.
Job Title: State Logisitics

Sergeant Major
Joint Force Headquarters
(Lincoln, Neb.)
Years of Service: 27
Family: Wife: Sanda
Navratil; Children: Alaia,
Seth

drew his interest when he
joined the Nebraska National
Guard 27 years ago as a sup-
ply specialist.

“Inventory management
and accounting for equipment
seemed like a natural fit out
of high school and one year of
college,” he said. “When you're
19-years-old and looking to
join the military, you look at
yourself and make a decision
based upon strengths and
interest. This career field ap-
pealed to me 27 years ago and
it still does today.”

“I really wasn't mechani-
cally inclined — and I'm still
not today — so logistics was one
avenue | could go,” he said.

Navratil started his AGR
career January 1986 in the
Nebraska Army National
Guard in the state’s Class IX
warehouse.

Navratil initially worked
in a variety of logistical jobs,
primarily in the state Property
Book Office, before transfer-
ring to the 209th Regiment
(Regional Training Institute)
at Camp Ashland to serve as
the Senior Logistics NCO for
the National Guard school
house in 2000.

While there Navratil and
his team of supply special-
ists struck gold, winning the
prestigious U.S. Army Chief
of Staff Supply Excellence
Award five consecutive years
from 2002-06 after taking the
runner-up award in 2001.

Navratil also spent a year in
Afghanistan when he deployed
with the 209th RTI to help es-
tablish a training program for
the new Afghanistan National
Army.

He said the experience
he received in Afghanistan
was probably one of the most
defining periods of his military
career.

“True colors of an individual
are shown during a mobiliza-
tion,” he said. “The technical
and tactical proficiency along
with the capability to execute
any given task in those condi-
tions separates the weak from
the strong.”
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Ensuring Soldiers Have What They Need: Sgt. Maj. Boyd Navratil conducts an inventory of unit sup-
plies and equipment at the Penterman Armory in Lincoln, Neb. As the state logistics sergeant major,
Navratil is responsible for overseeing logistical support and services for 3,800 Nebraska Army National

Guard Soldiers.

“I was outside my comfort
zone, just like most others. I've
never been a patient person
or a person who got overly
excited about transition,”
he added. “That deployment
taught me more about pa-
tience and transition than I'd
gotten in my entire military
career,” he said.

Probably more influential,
however, were the words of ad-
vice Navratil's father, a retired
Air Guard sergeant, gave him
earlier in his career.

“I give my dad a lot of credit
for the advice he gave very
early in my military career:
‘Do your job. Do it well. Have a
great work ethic. Take care of
the service member regardless
of rank and people will recog-
nize your efforts and poten-
tial,” Navratil said. “I hope
that is the case for why and
where I'm at today. I've tried
to do my job to the best of my
abilities no matter what job |
was assigned.”

That's especially impor-
tant in the logistics field, said
Navratil. “We are a service-
oriented branch and if we need
to measure our logistician’s
success, ask our greatest cus-
tomer... the Soldier.”

Customer satisfaction, he

MILITARY POLICEMAN continued from page 11.

added, is a must.

“We are stewards of all gov-
ernment resources and actively
practice supply economy and
discipline,” he said. “We must
maintain 100 percent account-
ability of all resources at all
times.”

“Some people have called me
anal-(retentive) while fulfill-
ing my duties. In this field it's
called attention to detail,” he
said. “Two critical skills sets to
succeeding are attention to de-
tail and organizational skills...
if you lack in either you're not
going to succeed.”

As the new state logistics
sergeant major, Navratil is
now responsible for developing
a state-wide team of logisti-
cians capable of equipping and
sustaining the transformation
of the operational force.

Navratil said it's a huge
challenge, but one he’s ready to
tackle.

“We need to understand that
we're in this together,” Navratil
said. “In this state, with 40-plus
units, our success will be mea-
sured by the level of logistical
readiness at the unit level.”

Navratil said he hopes to ac-
complish this by working hard
to establish new standardiza-
tions based primarily on the

Army’s Command Supply Dis-
cipline Program while helping
reinvigorate the Army Chief
of Staff Supply Excellence
Award for those individuals
and units that “like to compete
and separate themselves from
their peers for extraordinary
efforts that serve as examples
to all others.”

He also is looking to de-
velop more state-wide training
designed to not only develop
standardization, but also state-
wide team building.

In achieving a professional
milestone, Navratil said he’s
amazed at how far he’s come.
He’s also realistic that he did
not achieve his present rank
on his own.

“l didn’t do it myself,” he
said. “I have a great faith in
God. I've (also) been truly
blessed having the best logisti-
cians in the Nebraska Army
National Guard to mentor,
coach, and challenge me in
my professional development.
They always showed me what
right looks like with high regu-
latory standards.”

“The unsung hero making
this military milestone is my
family — they provided the
support, encouragement and
purpose.”

done correctly and get it done within
the time constraints.”

Fulford said he also believes an-
other responsibility of an NCO is to
develop subordinate Soldiers.

“The NCO has to mentor the lower
enlisted Soldiers. That within itself is
a major job. Lower enlisted (Soldiers)
learn by watching the NCOs. Part of
the NCO's job is to task out duties
and responsibilities in order to get
the job done, but you also have to talk
to the lower enlisted to let them know
whether they did the job correctly or
they did the job incorrectly,” he said.
“You have to guide them, too.”

“When you're passing down respon-
sibilities (you're) preparing them for
an NCO position, to become a leader,”

Fulford added.

“As an NCO, if you do not task
down those responsibilities to lower
enlisted, or give them a sense of be-
ing, sense of responsibility, a sense
that they are worth something, you as
an NCO are not doing your job.”

The function of the chain of com-
mand that the Army uses is one of
the components of the military life
that Fulford tries to most apply in his
civilian career.

“In my civilian job I am a lab tech-
nician. | have a team leader and a
supervisor. If | have a problem | take
it to the lead person and I let the lead
person take it to the supervisor,” he
said.

“l try to instill that in (my fellow

technicians). It's a systematic way
that things should run. It's so effi-
cient that it’s difficult for me not to
bring it over to the civilian world and
apply it,” he said.

Getting his co-workers to un-
derstand why the military chain of
command system works well, said
Fulford, is often a challenge.

“They are not in the military, so
they don’t understand a chain of com-
mand,” he said.

“A lead person is trying their best
to take care of their people like an
NCO takes care of (Soldiers). When
you have something and you jump
over the lead person and take it
straight to the supervisor, when the
supervisor comes to the lead person

and says ‘What about this?’ that lead
person has no clue. I just think it is
so unfair that the lead person has no
idea what is going on.”

Solving problems, he said, is simply
part of being a good leader. “That is one
of the major jobs of an NCO... putting
out fires and making sure that Soldiers
have what they need,” said Fulford.
“One of the biggest parts of my day is
making sure that everyone is present,
making sure that everyone has every-
thing that they need and taking care of
personal issues that they have.”

“The most rewarding part of the
day is to see a smile on my Soldiers’
faces at the end of the drill weekend
when it's time to go. It's nice to know
that the Soldiers are taken care of.”
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he Nebraska Army National Guard /@

simply couldn’t do its mission

without the hundreds of profes-
sional noncommissioned officers that make up its
ranks. From the command sergeants major who
are responsible for looking out for the morale and
welfare of their troops, to the supply sergeants
who makes sure that Soldiers have the equipment
they need, to the medical sergeants who main-
tain Soldiers’ health and treat their wounds, to
the drill sergeants who ensure that Soldiers start

their careers on the right foot, the Nebraska Army
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National Guard depends on the quality and professionalism of its NCOs to make sure that the hard jobs get done right the first time. They literally are the backbone

of the Army.

As part of the Army’s continuing Year of the NCO observance, the Prairie Soldier spotlights the work that Nebraska Army National Guard NCOs do on a daily
basis to ensure that the Nebraska Army National Guard is ready, trained and capable to do its mission.

Getting Guardsmen
started on right foot

Kearney sergeant helps new recruits
blossom into professional Soldiers

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

ew people ever forget
Ftheir first drill sergeant

or the memory of seeing
that “Smokey the Bear” hat for
the first time.

Often, too, memories of that
drill sergeant are accompa-
nied by some pretty traumatic
thoughts about whatit waslike
during those first few days and
weeks of military service.

“It’s an intimidating factor
for a lot of new Soldiers,” Staff
Sgt.Troy S. Lewis said recently,
smiling as recalled his own
memories of basic training
some 10 years earlier.

Backin 1999, Lewis had just
graduated from Pleasanton
High School in Pleasanton, Neb.
A new member of a Nebraska
Army Guard armor unit based
in Kearney, Neb., Lewis later
realized he really wasn’t ready
for the rigors of basic training.

“When I got to basic train-
ing, I had no idea of what rank
structure was. I didn’t know
anything,” he said.

That’s not the case anymore
in today’s Nebraska Army
Guard.

Once aperson enlistsintothe
organization,they are assigned
to one of five regional Recruit
Sustainment Program sites
across Nebraska where they
then spend their drill week-
ends learning various different
skills and essentially how to
be a Soldier up until the time
they graduate from Advance
Individual Training and are
sent to their units.

When Lewis joined the
Guard, though, RSP didn’t ex-
ist. Instead, individual units
were responsible for getting
their enlistees ready for basic
training and AIT, with varying
levels of success.

“When I first enlisted — and
it’s nothing bad on the unit...
they were a Combat Arms unit
and were busy with their mis-
sion — so I was kind oflearning,
but off to the side,” Lewis said.

“I never really received
any instruction on how to do
anything.”

Today, Lewisis doing his best
to make sure his experience
isn’t repeated by the newest
generation of Guardsmen.

He’sadrill sergeant assigned
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Drill Sgt. (Staff Sgt.)
Troy L. Lewis
Hometown: Kearney, Neb.
Job Title: Drill Sergeant,
Recruit Sustainment
Program, Kearney, Neb.
Years of Service: 10-and-
half
Family: Wife: Angie Lewis;
Son: Talyn

to the Kearney, Neb., RSP site
where he oversees approximate-
ly 70 new enlistees and a cadre
of six part-time instructors.

It’s a huge job.

“Basically, from the time Sol-
diers enlist, we take over their
paperwork, their training, any
medicalissues,anylegalissues,”
said Lewis, a native of Kearney.

“What we’re trying to do is
make the transition from civil-
ian life to military life as easy
as possible.”

According to Lewis, who said
heneverimagined he would one
day wear a drill sergeant hat
back when he attended basic
training, his march tobecoming
a drill sergeant actually began
shortly after graduating from
AIT as a motor transportation
specialist.

He soon became a recruiter
assistant where he helped local
recruiters transport prospective
enlistees to and from meetings
and appointments.

“Basically, it was pretty low
level stuff)” he said.

Lewis, whose cousin was a
Nebraska Army Guardrecruiter
when he enlisted, soon began
learning more and more about
recruiting, like how to fill out the
volumes of paperwork required
during the “prospect” to “enlist-
ment” phases.

“I wanted to become a re-
cruiter,” he said.

That changed when Lewis’
unit, then known as Company
B, 735th Main Support Bat-
talion, was mobilized in April
2003 for what would become a
16-month deployment to Ku-
wait in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

When Lewis returned, the
recruiter he’d worked for earlier

Photo by Maj. Kevin Hynes

Guiding Influence: Drill Sgt. (Staff Sgt.) Troy S. Lewis oversees an Army Physical Fitness Test for new
members of the Nebraska Army National Guard during a June weekend drill at the Recruit Sustainment

Program in Kearney, Neb.

had been reassigned to help
build the newly conceived RSP
in Nebraska. Sgt. 1st Class
Chad Bruce soon contacted
Lewis.

“He askedifit was something
that I would like to come and
check out,” Lewis said. “He
thought I might be good at it.”

Lewis’ firstimpressions were
anything but good, though.

“I went and did it and did
not like it,” he said. “It was a
completely different pace than
I was used to.”

However, after a few more
drill weekends, Lewis said he
realized that he had a knack
for working with newly enlisted
Soldiers.

“It turned out that I enjoyed
what I was doing,” he said. “I
just had not had the chance to
work with Soldiers who had
not been to basic training yet.”

Working with the new en-
listees, Lewis soon realized he
needed to do more and to learn
more so that he could better
prepare the young Guardsmen.

“I realized that I had been
to basic training eight-and-a-
half years ago. So, I'm trying
to tell these new Soldiers what
basictrainingislike today from
eight-and-a-halfyears ago,” he
said.

In order to do a better job,
Lewis applied for drill sergeant
school. On Jan. 1, 2006, he left
for nine weeks of drill sergeant
training at Fort Benning, Ga.

“They call it basic training
on steroids,” Lewis said, “which
it was.”

“As an NCO

with 76 eyes
on you on a
drill weekend,
you have to be
on the top of
your game.”

— Drill Sgt. (Staff Sgt.)
Troy Lewis

While at the school, Lewis
said he had to learn how to
“strictly instruct,” how to coun-
sel, how to give classes on a
myriad of military subjects by
memorization. He also spent
weeks out on various ranges,
actually teaching initial entry
Soldiers a variety of skills.

“The hands-on experience
down there was amazing,” said
Lewis, who added that he’s
never enjoyed public speaking.

Lewis said he also learned
about the importance of being
a professional and committed
noncommissioned officer.

“As an NCO, we’re not only
instructing them on what to
do, we’re doing it with them,”
he said during a brief break
during a rainy June drill morn-
ing, taking an occasional look

behind his shoulder as a group
of about a dozen RSP Soldiers
took a physical fitness test in
the Kearney readiness center’s
physical fitness room. “If we
don’t know what we’re doing,
we're training them wrong.”

“As an NCO with 76 eyes on
youonadrill weekend, youhave
to be on the top of your game,”
Lewis added.

That means often having
to take the extra step to give
new recruits the counseling,
the training and the time they
need toreach their own personal
goals.

Sometimes it also means
giving some encouragement
and motivation to recruits who
need it. Other times it means
spending extra time helping
new Soldiers maintain their
physical fitness.

“We get them where they
need to be,” he said as he pre-
pared to go on a rainy run with
therecruits taking their PT test.

Since returning to Kearney
as a drill sergeant, Lewis said
he’slearned that heloves watch-
ing scared recruits blossom into
confident and skilled Soldiers
within a matter of a few short
months.

“The experience and just see-
ing Soldiers who come in here
who some people might think
that they don’t have a chance
and six months later they come
back from basic training and
AIT with certificates of appre-
ciation, honor graduates and
numerous other things... it’s
just tremendous.”
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LifesavingTools: Sgt. Andrew Jarvis, a health care technician with the
313th Medical Company in Lincoln, sits by some of the tools of his

trade in an Army ambulance. Jarvis put his civilian employment

Keeping calm
under pressure

Medical sergeant
says skills from
civilian experience
help in often chaotic
military climate

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Staff Photojournalist

hesonofaregisterednurse
I he was always intrigued
by medicine, so becoming
a paramedic was an easy choice.
When he decided to join the
Nebraska National Guard, there
was only one job he would settle
for — health care technician.
Sgt. Andrew Jarvis, a Bel-
levue, Neb., native with the
Lincoln-based 313th Medical
Company, joined the Nebraska
Army National Guard as a
health care technician to put
the skills he has learned in his
civilian employment to use for

Sgt. Andrew Jarvis
Hometown: Bellevue, Neb.
Job Title: Health Care
Technician, Lincoln, Neb.
Years of Service: Three
Family: Single

the military.

Atraditional Guardsman for
three years, Jarvis has worked
as a critical care paramedic for
Rural Metro Ambulance for four
years and Bellevue Fire and
Rescue for 10.

That civilian experience
has allowed him to keep his
lifesaving skills current and
very valuable to the Nebraska
National Guard.

“I wanted to do a job that
I do all the time,” said Jarvis.

See MEDIC on 18.

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

hen Jennifer Bakker
decided to join the
Nebraska Army Na-

tional Guard five years ago,
she enlisted with one simple
goal in mind: she wanted to
help people.

Today, as an aviation op-
erations sergeant assigned to
Grand Island’s Headquarters
and Headquarters Company,
1st Battalion, 376th Aviation
(Security and Support,) Bak-
ker is still assisting people —
both as a Guardsmen and in
her civilian career.

“I joined because I like
helping people,” said Bakker
recently in June while sitting
near her battalion’s Tactical
Operations Center at Camp
Ashland, Neb., where Soldiers
from her battalion were prac-
ticing for a potential hurricane
relief mission. “In my civilian
side, I help people find new
jobs. In the Guard, I'm in a
security and support battalion
where we get to go help people
who have basically went from
normal everyday life to winds
and water destroying their
everyday lives.”

“We get to help them
through one of possibly the
most horrible times of their
lives,” she added. “They may
never know who are, but we
gettobethat asset that brings
them water, that brings them
the support that they need.”

Bakker,who grew upin Lin-
coln before moving to Grand
Island, originally joined the
Guard’s Troop F, 1-167th Cav-
alry, as a helicopter refueling
specialist. When the battalion
reorganized a few years ago,
she decided to accept a new
job as an aviation operations
specialist.

Typically, when the bat-
talion operates in a field
environment, Bakker spends
most of her time working in
the organization’s Tactical
Operations Center, more com-
monly referred to as a TOC.
There, teams of aviation and
operations specialists work
around the clock keeping track
of such things as the progress
of the different ground and
aerial missions, where bat-
talion personnel are located at,
how communications are flow-

Grand Island aviation sergeant
loves helping others in need

Nerve Center Sergeant: Sgt. Jennifer Bakker sits in the 1-376th
Aviation’s tactical operations center where she and other aviation
operations specialists keep track of the on-going missions as well
as the locations of battalion personnel and equipment during their
annual training at Camp Ashland, Neb.
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Sgt. Jennifer Bakker
Hometown: Lincoln, Neb.
Job Title: Aviation
Operations Sergeant,
Grand Island, Neb.
Years of Service: Six
Family: Engaged

ingthroughoutthe organization.

It’s a big job. And it’s also an
extremely important job, said
Bakker.

“We let the battalion com-
mander know what his aircraft
are doing,” said Bakker, while
showing off the various systems
that the TOC personnel use to
give their commander the infor-
mation he needs to make quick,
informed decisions.

For instance, there are radio
logs that are constantly updated.
Computers also keep track of
information coming and going.
Additionally, unit helicopters
and vehicle missions are tracked
on a huge map.

“(The information) all comes
back to us so that when the
battalion commander comes in
and goes,'Where are my people?’
‘Where are they at? ‘What’s go-
ing on? we have it all displayed
for him and are ready to go.”

AsaTOC sergeant, Bakkeris
responsible for making sure that
the younger Soldiers receive the
training and the hands-on expe-

riencetheyneed todotheirjobs.

The same goals, she added,
that her battalion leaders
hoped to accomplish during
this year’s annual training at
Camp Ashland, Neb.

“Wehelp them to prepare for
those missions,”she said.“Right
now, it’s a lot of learning... it’s
taking the missions and saying,
‘Okay, how would we play this
out if it was real?”

“It’s about picking up on our
strengths and making sure that
those weaknesses that we do
have become strengths.”

In a nutshell, she said, it’s
what being anoncommissioned
officer is all about.

“An NCO is important be-
cause they are aleader. Without
leadership, nothing would get
done,” Bakker said.

“An NCO has a vital role to
not only make sure that the
tasks that are done are com-
pleted successfully, but also
to make sure that the people
they are overseeing are okay,”
she added.

“There are a lot of things
that happen when youre in
the military that aren’t just
job-related. Evenifitsjustthree
weeks down in Louisiana or
you're deployed overseas, you
areresponsible for making sure
that your Soldiers are doing
well physically, emotionally
and mentally.”

Taking care of people. For
Sgt. Jennifer Bakker it’s more
than just a slogan.

It’s a way of life.

Brigade intelligence sergeant says code must be part of leaders’ lives

By Spc. Koan Nissen

Staff Writer

or more than 200 years,
Fthe missions of the Unit-
ed States Army have been

diligently executed by profes-
sionals of a time-honored corps
known as the backbone of the
Army.

Staff Sgt. Lucas Smith is one
of those professionals.

Oneneed onlylook at Smith’s
resume and leadership style to
truly appreciate what the Army
expects from its leaders.

Smith, who deployed to Bos-
niain 2002, returned to Nebras-
ka in 2003 only to volunteer for
another overseas deployment
a little over a year later. There
was never any doubt that he’d
volunteer to deploy again, he
said, adding:“We stick together.”

Formerly a cavalry scout,
Smith is now a senior intel-

Staff Sgt. Lucas Smith-
Hometown:
Wood River, Neb.

Job Title: Senior Intelligence
Sergeant, Lincoln, Neb.
Years of Service:
11-and-half
Family: Single

ligence sergeant in Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Troop,
1-134th Cavalry (Reconnais-
sance and Surveillance.)
Havingfirst served asa scout,
Smith says, “I know what the
guys up front need to know. I
know both sides of the picture.”
Among his many titles, one
might call Smith a Soldier’s

Photo by Capt. Andrew Nelson

Map Training: Staff Sgt. Lucas Smith stands next to a map showing
the intelligence overlays he prepares as an intelligence sergeant for
the 1-134th Cavalry (Reconnaissance and Surveillance.)

Soldier. He regularly puts the
needs of his people above his
own and can be found encour-
aging subordinates to do better
and perform at their best. “I

always make sure my people
know what the maximums are.”

Originally from Wood River,
Neb., the 29-year-old staff ser-
geant now calls Lincoln home.

For Smith, the NCO creed
is more than just a motto to be
recited;it’s a way of life. He said
he discovered the true meaning
of being an NCO through two
deployments.

In spring 2005, Smith de-
ployed to Ramadi, Iraq, and
served as the Hum-Vee gunner
for the commander of the 2nd
Brigade, 28th Infantry Division,
Pennsylvania National Guard.
He and many others in Troop A,
1-167th Cavalry, had recently
returned from Bosnia and did
not have to go overseas again.

They went anyway.

“We couldn’t let our younger
guys go without us,” Smith said.
“We're a family.”

The NCO Creed says all Sol-
diers are entitled to outstanding
leadership and NCOs are tasked
to provide it, putting the needs
oftheir Soldiers above their own.

Words like “teach,” “train”

See SMITH on 18.
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Warrant officer workshop builds upon successes

work and coordination required to

conduct a warrant officer call might
possibly be too much to accomplish, yet
at the end of the day when all is done,
after all the briefings, shared experiences,
networking and positive feedback, you
know it was all worthwhile.

On July 18, 76 warrant officers and
11 warrant officer candidates attended a
Warrant Officer Call Workshop at Camp
Ashland for warrant officer professional
development.

Brig. Gen. William Kuehn provided
command guidance and presented a
State Legion of Merit to Chief Warrant
Officer 4 Robert Hansel and an Army
Commendation Medal to Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Tollie Yoder. Several other chiefs
were presented with General Kuehn’s
coin for excellent performance.

S ometimesitseemsthatallthehard

All of us in
the Warrant Of-
ficer Corps thank
General Kuehn
for his almost 40
years of leader-
ship, his exem-
plary service, his support of Nebraska’s
warrant officers and we wish him well
in retirement.

Command Sgt. Maj. Richard Burch
also attended the workshop and he
talked about the “Year of the NCO” as
well as new information on the “Quality
Boots Indicators” initiative. I commend
Command Sergeant Major Burch for his
outstanding leadership of Nebraska’s
noncommissioned officers and I support
the deserved recognition of NCOs in the
Nebraska Army National Guard.

Fifteen different chiefs briefed a full

Veteran, significant other support
groups form across Nebraska

ellowship groups have formed in
Nebraska to help veterans and
their spouses resolve issues re-

lated to combat stress and readjustment
from trauma while on active duty

The goal of the group is to help indi-
viduals cope more effectively with a wide
range of issues including: family and
relationship discord, depression, anxiety,
anger, guilt, impulse control, decision
making, styles of communications and
self-medication.

The group is also designed to assist
members in coping with the impact of
the combat experience and understand-
ing how the war currently affects their
lives while also providing them with an
opportunity tointeract with, support and
learn from one another.

The discussion of issues, situations,
and experiences are held strictly con-
fidential.

The following support groups are
hosted by the Lincoln and Omaha Vet
Center. For more information contact
the appropriate Vet Center. (L) Lincoln
— (402) 476-9736, (O) Omaha — (402)
346-6735

Beatrice, Neb., (L): 1st & 3rd Tues-
day, 6:30 p.m., Southeast Community
College, Adams Hall,

Geneva, Neb., (L): 1st & 3rd Thurs-
day, 7 p.m., Library;

VA Update

By Bonnie Bessler
Transition Assistance Advisor

Hastings, Neb., (L): 2nd & 4th Tues-
day,6 p.m.,Crossroads Mission (702 West
14th Street);

Holdrege, Neb., (L): 2nd & 4th
Thursday, 7:30 p.m., TierOne (4th and
Burlington);

Kearney, Neb., (L): 2nd & 4th
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Central Community
College;

Lincoln, Neb., (L): Anger Group,
2nd & 4th Tuesday, 6 p.m., Lincoln Vet
Center (3119 “O” Street);

Omaha, Neb., (O): Every Sunday, 2
p-m., Vet Center, 2428 Cuming St

Scottsbluff, Neb.: 1st Monday, 6:30
— 8 pm, Western Nebraska Community
College (HATC Bldg B132); (Hosted
by Western Nebraska Veterans and
Families Coalition; For more informa-
tion contact Marcia at (308) 635-6152
or Chris at (308) 635-6042)

For more information about these
fellowship groups or other veteran tran-
sition benefits and programs, contact
Bonnie Bessler, transition assistance
advisor at (402) 309-1543.

SMITH continued from page 17.

and “lead” are everyday vocabulary
for Smith.

“I'm in the mindset of doing things
for the team and not focusing on me,”
he said.

Smith credits the Army for whoheis.

“I wouldn’t be who I am today with-
out it,” he said. “The Army has given
me many opportunities to travel the
world and see things beyond Nebraska
and the surrounding states.”

Smith said therole ofan NCO should

not be taken lightly and should be on
the mind of anyone wearing strips at
all times.

Placing the needs of one’s Soldiers
above personal needs is “a way of life
and how you have to live,” Smith said.

More importantly, he added, it’s
also about knowing how important
sergeants are to the overall mission of
the Army.

“If officers make the plans, then the
NCOs are the ones who execute them.”

MEDIC continued from page 17.

Chief’s Business

By Chief Warrant Officer 5 Steve Weber
Nebraska Army National Guard
Command Chief Warrant Officer

range of topics
representing the
work warrant of-
ficers are doing
to support the
mission of the
Nebraska Army
National Guard. Briefing slides are
posted to the CCWO Website.

The current warrant officer class pro-
vided lunch (a fund raiser requirement of
Warrant Officer Candidate School) and
we appreciate their hard work.

Maj. Gen. Timothy Kadavy stopped
by in the afternoon and commended
the group for attaining the goal of 100
percent warrant officer strength, making
Nebraska one of only three states to at-
tain that number. General Kadavy said
Nebraska’s success can be attributed
to leadership creating a climate where

NCOs desire to become a member of the
Warrant Officer team.

He thanked all of us for being profes-
sional Soldiers and for our service in the
Nebraska Army National Guard.

It’s been an honor to serve with Major
General Kadavy and we wish him well
in his new assignment as the deputy
director of the Army National Guard.

As General Kadavy leaves Nebraska
and assumes responsibilities at the Na-
tional Guard Bureau, he can know that
his leadership has left an undeniably
profound and positive effect on all Soldiers
in the Nebraska Army National Guard.

Isalute General Kadavy for his untir-
ing support of all Soldiers and warrant
officers. I'm excited for all of the Army
National Guard and also proud to have
a Nebraskan and a friend leading the
way ahead at NGB.

Courtesy Photo

Top Sergeant: Master Sgt. Tyrone Bingham poses for a photograph in his office while
deployed overseas. Bingham was recently named the top senior noncommissioned

officer in the entire U.S. Air Force.

BINGHAM continued from page 1.

crewmembers are current in all their
required training and flyinghours while
also managing their flight records. He
supervises both Guard and active duty
Airmen in his present position.
Bingham recently completed a 120-
day deployment to the Persian Gulf. Ap-
proximately a year earlier he deployed
to Afghanistan with a C-130 unit from
the Rhode Island Air National Guard.
Bingham said much of the credit for
his recent success lies with his fellow
Air Guardsmen at Offutt Air Force Base.
“It’s good to represent a world-class
unit like the 170th Group,” he said.
“I've known they are world-class for
a long time now, but it’s nice to help
other people learn more about what
the Nebraska Air National Guard is

doing here at Offutt. We're such a new
unit, very few people realize how big of
a role we play here.”

“Really, everybody I work with here
deserves credit for this award. They have
mademewholamtoday,” Bingham added.

According to Maj. Gen. Tim Kadavy,
adjutant general for Nebraska, the entire
Nebraska National Guard is extremely
proud of Bingham’s accomplishments.

“Master Sgt. Bingham’s accomplish-
ments and recognitionisindicative of the
Airmen quality we have in the Nebraska
Air National Guard. Heis very deserving
of this recognition and we could not be
prouder of him,” Kadavy said.

Bingham will be formally honored
later this year. Details of that ceremony
are still pending.

“That way when I come do my
military job, 'm proficient in it.
I wouldn’t want to do a job as a
mechanic... when I don’t work
on vehicles at home. It’s a skill.
If you don’t do it, you lose it.”

As a health care technician,
more commonly known as a
‘medic,’ Jarvisis a first respond-
er to injured service members.
Basically, the paramedics of the
military, he said.

“We provide emergency care
to Soldiers,” said Jarvis. “We’re
not nurses, we're not doctors,
but we can provide first line
emergency care.”

Considering the importance
of his military occupation as a

noncommissioned officer, Jarvis
said he understands why NCOs
aresoimportant. NCOs provide
mentoring and training to the
lower-ranking enlisted Soldiers,
said Jarvis.

“They are the link between
the upper leadership and the
lower enlisted.”

The experience an NCO
brings is very important to the
medical field as well, said Jarvis.

“The NCOs have more expe-
rience working in the medical
field,” said Jarvis.

“You know how to handle the
stressors better.As ayoungeren-
listed, something might happen
(where) they get overwhelmed,

whereas you’ve seen it before
and know itreallyisn’t thatbad.
You can calm down and you can
work through the situation.”

Jarvis said he relies on his
years of civilian and military
paramedic background for
confidence to remain calm in
those stressful situations. He
hopes to pass that on to the less
experienced enlisted Soldiers
that may be in his charge.

“As an NCO you have that
experience, that confidence,”
said Jarvis.

“You can exude that confi-
dence over to the younger Sol-
diers and that will help boost
their confidence. If you're calm,

they’re calm.”

Serving in the Nebraska Na-
tional Guard instills a sense of
pride, said Jarvis.

And working as a medic
means a lot to him and the
military.

“I'm proud to be and Ameri-
can Soldier,” said Jarvis. “I'm
proud to serve for the country
and our freedom.”

As a medic Jarvis said he
knows that he can be placed
in life-or-death situations that
can have an enormous impact
on lives. He said he hopes he
affects them for the better.

“Anytime I can help some-
body it makes me feel good,”

said Jarvis. “It makes me feel
that I've changed their life for
the better.”

Whether he’s helping a Sol-
dier or a civilian, every patient
Jarvis deals with makes an
impression on him.

“I'think any patient thattake
care of affects me,” said Jarvis.

“Whether it’s the little old
lady that just needs some
company, to the patient that’s
probably not going to survive
the trip. If we don’t have medics
people don’t survive.”

Jarviswill be able toshowcase
his skills and experience when he
is deployed with the 313th Med.
Co. to Iraq in October.
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he Nebraska Army National Guard /@

simply couldn’t do its mission

without the hundreds of profes-
stonal noncommissioned officers that make up its
ranks. From the command sergeants major who
are responsible for looking out for the morale and
welfare of their troops, to the supply sergeants
who makes sure that Soldiers have the equipment
they need, to the medical sergeants who main-
tain Soldiers’ health and treat their wounds, to
the drill sergeants who ensure that Soldiers start
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their careers on the right foot, the Nebraska Army

ANR
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National Guard depends on the quality and professionalism of its NCOs to make sure that the hard jobs get done right the first time. They literally are the backbone

of the Army.

As part of the Army’s continuing Year of the NCO observance, the Prairie Soldier spotlights the work that Nebraska Army National Guard NCOs do on a daily
basis to ensure that the Nebraska Army National Guard is ready, trained and capable to do its mission.

Electrician strives
to empower Soldiers

By Maj. Kevin Hynes

Editor

mpowering.
When it comes to describing
what Sgt. Neal Stocking does in
the Nebraska Army National Guard, that
simple word tells volumes.

Stocking is an interior electrician
with the Wahoo-based 623rd Engineer
Company (Vertical Construction) and
the noncommissioned officer-in-charge
of Headquarters Section, 2nd Platoon.
It’s a job that’s both challenging and
rewarding at the same time.

“(It’s) extremely fun. We get to do
things that we normally don’t get to do
in the civilian world,” said Stocking, a
national accounts premium representa-
tive for aninsurance companyin Omaha.
“We're doing hands-on stuff and when
we're done with a project, we can actually
see the results of our labors.”

For Stocking, his Nebraska Army
Guard assignment is actually his second
go at a military career. From 1985-94 he
served in the active Air Force, working
firstasa C-130“Hercules” crew chiefand
later as a manpower specialist.

He said that about a decade after
leaving the Air Force he started think-
ing about restarting his military career,
this time in the Nebraska Army Guard.

“I’'d been out of the military for about
12 years and wanted to get back in,”
Stocking said. “So I went to a local re-
cruiter and he said they were getting a
new company going.”

That new unit was the 623rd Eng. Co.,
which would eventually grow toinclude a
detachmentbased at the GreenliefTrain-
ing Site near Hastings. Stocking said
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Sgt. Neal Stocking
Hometown: Omaha, Neb.
Job Title: Interior Electrician,
Wahoo, Neb.

Years of Service: 12
Family: Wife: Anne;
Sons: Jeff, Chris

the more he learned about the fledgling
construction unit, the more interested he
became in learning to be an electrician.

“It was the one construction skill that
I lacked the most knowledge in, so it
was something that I wanted to learn,”
he said.

Stocking enlisted into the Nebraska
Army National Guard in 2006 and soon
began learning the electrician’s trade.
Simply put, Stocking said, Army electri-
cians are responsible for bringing power
to new structures.

“For an electrician, it’s pretty much
like an electrician on the outside. You're
bringing power into a structure, making
sure that the structure is wired accord-
ing to the plan, running those wires,
doing checks on the wires before apply-
ing power to the outlet and then, once
power is applied, doing checks on all of
the service connections — light switches
and outlets — (and) making sure they’re
wired properly.”

Stocking recently attended the

Photo by Maj. Kevin Hynes

Job Site: Sgt. Neal Stocking, an interior electrician with Wahoo's 623rd Engineer
Company (Vertical Construction,) stands near a unit construction site at the Mead
Training Site this summer during his unit's annual training.

two-week Warrior Leaders Course at
Camp Ashland, Neb., where he received
academic and leadership training in the
responsibilities of a first-level NCO. Hav-
ing already attended two similar NCO
coursesinthe Air Force, Stocking said the
course was an eye-opening experience.

“Personally, because I was in the Air
Force before, I didn’t have a whole lot of
exposure to combat skills,” said Stocking
during a recent break during his June
6-26 annual training at the Mead Train-
ing Site in eastern Nebraska.

“I'm learning a whole lot of that real
fast.”

Based upon what he’s learned thus
far, Stocking said he definitely sees some
parallels in the roles that NCOs play in
the Army and Air Force.

“NCOs in the Army and NCOs in the
Air Force are responsible for leading
their lower enlisted (Soldiers and Air-

Staff Writer
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men,)” he said.

That’s particularly true in the 623rd
Eng. Co., Stocking said.

“NCOs train the younger enlisted in
their specialties,” he said. “For me as a
(sergeant) I'm mostly training electri-
cians, but (also) on their basic Soldier
tasks, weapons cleaning, weapons
qualification, mounted and dismounted
patrols.”

That ability to develop each individual
Soldier’s skills and knowledge base is
what makes noncommissioned officer
so important, he added.

“It’s very critical,” he said. “The
knowledge that NCOs receive through
their leadership courses enables them
to train the individuals to the best of
their abilities.”

Empowering—whetherit’s new build-
ings or enlisted Soldiers — is essentially
what being a sergeant is all about.

Guard Sergeant uses experiences from
Vietnam, Afghanistan to lead Soldiers

By Sgt. Michael Coleman

After reenlisting for another
year, a full-time position opened
up. Davis has never looked back.

ome people seehim as astrict

S by-the-book disciplinarian.
Some see him as a gritty
battle-hardened veteran. There
might even be some foul names

used to describe him.

While these descriptions may
appear accurate they don’t begin
to describe Master Sgt. David A.

Photo by Sgt. Michael Coleman

Giving Directions: Master Sgt. David A. Davis, personnel
sergeant for the 168th Quartermaster Petroleum Supply
Battalion from Scottsbluff, Neb., points out the various safety
proceduresthat have been putinto place ata Camp Guernsey,
Wyo., .50 caliber machine gun range for a Aug. 10 Bosslift
exercise to Brig. Gen. Roma Amundson, assistant adjutant
general, Army. Co-workers say that Davis is a stickler for
making sure each detail of an operation is worked out pre-
cisely, one of many lessons he learned as an infantryman
serving in Vietnam after being drafted into the Army on his

21st birthday.

Davis, personnel sergeant for the
168th Quartermaster Petroleum
Supply Battalion in Scottsbluff,
Neb.

Davis entered military service
on his 21st birthday, Jan. 14, 1969,
when he was drafted for the war in
Vietnam.He spent an extended tour
incountry asasmall armsrifleman.

Until chanceintervened this was
the end of Davis’s military career.

“I was at a VFW meeting and
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Master Sgt. David A. Davis
Hometown:Scottsbluff, Neb.
Job Title: Battalion personnel
sergeant, Scottsbluff, Neb.
Years of Service: 22
Family: Sons: Jacob, Nicholas,
Noah

a buddy asked me if I ever thought
about the Guard,” said Davis.
After learning more about the
organization, Davis enlisted into the
Chadron, Neb., unit as an artillery-
man under the “Try One” program.

Davis said the discipline and
order of the military appealed to
him. But those weren’t the only
reasons he stayed in the Guard.

“When Igot hired on full-time I
could see the importance of what
I was doing,” said Davis.

Working in administration is
vastly different from being an
infantryman, but Davis says it is
just as important. Davis discov-
ered one ofhis great-grandfathers
joined the Confederate army when
Lt. Gen. Robert E. Lee called
for volunteers. Another relative
servedin Ohio’s Company E, 141st
Regiment.

“Ifit wasn’t for someclerkin the
rear I would have never known,”
said Davis. “Record keeping is

See DAVIS on 17.
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Sergeant leads by example

By Sgt. Michael Coleman
Staff Writer

alfway through their
annual training after
having traveled over

200 miles to pick up equipment
and drive it to a training site
in Des Moines Iowa, Nebraska
National Guardsmen of CERF
(Chemical, biological, radio-
logical/nuclear and explosive
Emergency Response Force)
were exhausted.

Trucks and trailers squeezed
their way between emergency
vehicles into an area half the
size of what they were accus-
tomed to. The vehicles were
quickly unloaded and driven
back through the mayhem to
their staging area.

Crews scrambled about try-
ing to move equipment out of
the way of the next wave of
vehicles while beginning to set
up a chemical decontamination
site in the cramped area.

Directing much of this ap-
parent chaos was Sgt. 1st Class
Bruce A. Nakai, the Decon-
tamination Team noncommis-
sioned officer-in-charge for the
Nebraska CERF.

One of the traits of a good
NCO is the ability to lead by
example. It’s something that
Nakai has taken to heart.

“He always puts the mission
first and strives to take care of
Soldiers above all else,” said
Capt. Russell L. Stewart the
CERF Decontamination Ele-
ment commander.

“He sets the example in ev-
erything he does,” said Russell.
“He holds the highest standard
for himself that I have ever
seen.”

The standard that Nakai
holds is directly tied to his
leadership style. Nakaisaid one
has to be a morale builder and
be able to motivate one’s team
to be an effective leader. To do
that, a person has to lead from
the front.

“Leading is more about re-
spect... not power,” said Nakai.
“You have to lead from the front
to get that respect.”

Therespect Nakaihasearned
from his Soldiers allows him to
motivate them to perform at
the best of their ability. Russell
said Nakai instills a loyalty in
his troops that makes them

Photo by Sgt. Michael Coleman

Keeping the Exercise Rolling: Sgt. 1st Class Bruce Nakai works
with other unit leaders to ensure that Nebraska Soldiers assigned
to the state’'s CERF (Chemical, biological, radiological/nuclear and
explosive Emergency Response Force) are ready to participate in
Exercise Vigilant Guard 2009 in Des Moines, lowa.

Sgt. 1st Class Bruce Nakai
Hometown: LaVista, Neb.
Job Title: Decontamination
Team Noncommissioned
Officer-in-Charge, Omaha,
Neb.
Years of Service: 11
Family: Wife: Amy,
Daughter: Kailyn

willing to go beyond what they
would normally be willing to
do because they don’t want to
disappoint him.

Nakaihas earned the respect
and loyalty, say his superiors as
well as his subordinates.

“He is someone that all ser-
vice members,junior and senior
enlisted as well as officers, can
go to on advice,” said Russell.
“Heisthesingle-mostimportant
element of the decon element.”

Nakai couldn’t have earned
this respect from his Soldiers
and superiors without the
competence that he has gained
through experience.

“Heknows whatit takestobe
agood leaderbecausehehashad
so much experience between
schools and deployments,” said

DAVIS continued from page 16.

Spc. Benjamin J. Sudtlegte, a
decontamination team member.

Nakai started his career as
aninfantryman at Fort Benning
and attended Ranger School
before joining the Nebraska
Army National Guard. About
eight years ago he transferred
from infantry to chemical recon-
naissance.

Nakai said it’s important to
enjoy one’s job because a per-
son’s attitude will reflect it. And
that attitude has a great bearing
on the morale of the troops.

“Taking care of troops is your
sole purpose,” said Nakai.

Sudtlegte said while deployed
to Iraq he was able to approach
Nakai with personal problems
that he was having. “He is good
at going from being a very good
leader to a very good friend,”
said Sudtlegte.

Nakai isn’t just a leader to
his troops; he is their mentor.

“He is one of my role models,”
said Sudtlegte. “I strive to be
like him.”

Nakai said mentoring is ex-
tremelyimportantin developing
a young leader.

Nakai said Sgt. Maj. Brian
Folts has been his biggest men-
tor. Folts was Nakai’s first ser-
geant when hejoined the Guard.

“I learned a lot by watching
and talking with him,” said
Nakai. “Everything I have as
a leader, I developed by watch-
ing him.”

important.”

Spc. Damon J. Schlenker, an
administration specialist with
168th QM Bn.,said Davis taught
him to do every job to the best
of his ability.

“He taught me that even
the most mundane task has a
purpose and affects Soldiers’
careers.”

Although technologies and
techniques have changed since
Vietnam, Davishaskept upwith
the times, an important skill
when he deployed to Afghani-
stan recently as an embedded
tactical trainer. As an ETT
Davis fulfilled one of an NCO’s
primaryroles:training Soldiers,
this time new members of the
Afghan National Army.

“I liked the Afghan people,”
said Davis. “They are just like
anyone else, just trying to raise
a family.”

“When I was in Afghanistan,
that was easy compared towhen
Iwas in Vietnam,” Davis added.

Thewaythat Americanstreat

veterans is one of the many dif-
ferences in Davis’s experiences.
Traveling home from Vietnam
Davis said he called his dad to
pick him up from the airport
and asked him to bring civilian
clothes because ofthe protesters.

“Now everyone wants toshake
your hand when you come home,”
said Davis. “I am still bitter, but
this did a lot to make up for it.

The experiences Davis has
gained through two wars has
shaped his approach to leader-
ship. Staff Sgt. Jay L. Weitzel,
supply sergeant for the 168th
Quartermaster Battalion, said
Davis uses those experiences to
ensure that Soldiers are treated
the right way.

“He has seen how Soldiers
were treated when they came
back from Vietnam, so he has
a fatherly care for his Soldiers.”

Master Sgt. Stephen M. Fos-
ter, operations sergeant for
thel68th Quartermaster Bat-
talion, agreed, saying Davis
has learned the importance of

discipline while serving tours
in Vietnam and Afghanistan.

“He was brought up to do
things the right way,” Foster
said. “He lives his life and mili-
tary career that way.”

“He is always there to main-
tain the standard. Heis passion-
ate about it,” added Schlenker.

Sometimes his no-nonsense,
by-the-book attitude makes him
seem unapproachable at first,
said Weitzel.

“Some of his Soldiers are
scared of him when they first
meet him, but they respect him
once they get to know him,” said
Weitzel.“Heis stern, but fair. He
comes off as gruff, but he always
has his Soldiers’ best interest
at heart.”

Davis said he is particularly
interested in taking a strong
interest in a Soldier’s career
progression. “I have an admira-
tion for someone who wants to
further their career. Hopefully
T've helped some of them along
the way.”
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Career lessons help
Nebraska sergeant take
care of ‘her’” Soldiers

By Mark Roland
Unit Public Affairs Representative

rowing up in Wayne
GNeb., Staff Sgt. Tonya

Schwanke, combat
medic section sergeant and
full-time administrative non-
commissioned officer for the
Omaha-based 195th Special
Operations Forward Support
Company (Airborne), knew
she wanted to be a member
of the military.

“I had started thinking
about it my junior year,”
Schwanke said. “A family
friend was a recruiter up in
Wayne and he started talk-
ing to me about it when I was
younger.”

“My dad was in and my
grandpa was in. I don’t have
any brothers, so it was some-
thing that I always wanted
to do... to follow in their foot-
steps. It was the challenge at
the time; I was planning on
going to college, but I wanted
something else... more than
just that.”

Schwanke enlisted into the
Nebraska Army Guard as a
personnel specialist with the
105th Personnel Detachment
where she said she quickly
learned about the importance
of taking care of Soldiers. A
deployment to Jordan and
Kuwait in 2003 deepened
those feelings.

“In Kuwait it wasn’t as
much the paperwork as just
keeping track of where people
were,” Schwanke said.

Returning from deploy-
ment Schwanke completed
college and graduated in 2006
with a bachelor’s degree in
Business Finance and Crimi-
nal Justice.

Instead of pursuing a civil-
ian career, Schwanke chose a
military path when she be-
came a full-time administra-
tive sergeant for the Recruit
Sustainment Program (RSP)
at Camp Ashland.

“I learned a lot when I
worked at the RSP. Full-time
is completely different than
doingit part-time,” Schwanke
said.“When you’re (part-time)
it’seasytothink thatthisissue
that I'm having isn’t getting
taken care of, but on full-time
side, once you see how much
is actually involved in taking
care of the Soldiers in the unit,
it opens it up to see how much
work the full-time NCOs do
to make sure everything is
straight for (annual train-
ings), drills and the people
that are deploying.”

InJanuary 2008 Schwanke
became one of the first mem-
bers of the newly organizing
195th SO FSC (Airborne.) She
later became the first female
member of the Nebraska
Army National Guard to com-
plete airborne. Since then her
job has become even busier.

“The 195th is a little dif-
ferent than other units in the
state because we fall under
the active duty component
out of Fort Bragg, (N.C.,) the
528th Sustainment Brigade.
Not only do we have to an-
swer to the battalion and the
brigade here in Nebraska,

Photo by Mark Roland
Keeping Paperwork Straight:
Staff Sgt. Tonya Schwanke,
195th Special Operations
Forward Support Company
(Airborne), checks up on some
paperwork atthe North Omaha
Readiness Center.

Staff Sgt. Tonya Schwanke
Hometown: Lincoln, Neb.
Job Title: Administrative

Sergeant, Omaha, Neb.
Years of Service: 9
Family: Single

we have to also handle things
for (Fort Bragg,) too —what’s
going on, reports and different
information that they ask for
all the time.”

As a unit within the United
States Special Operations
Command the 195th SO FSC
(Airborne) handles Soldiers
differently than most units of
the Nebraska Army National
Guard. “We have individuals
that (mobilize) all the time,
instead of deploying as a whole
unit,”Schwanke said.“Wehave
four Soldiers that are just re-
turning now from deployment
and we have seven Soldiers
that are leaving. That’s an-
other part of our (unit) that is
different that regular units. We
are constantly having Soldiers
that are mobilizing.”

“Wehave mechanics,a med-
ic section, a water treatment
section, fuelers, a cook section
and a supply section. We have a
combat engineer section which
includes carpenters, masonry,
electricians.”

The USSOCOM pulls indi-
vidual Soldiers and teams tofill
slots in support of operations
around the globe, with tours
ranging from three weeks to
seven months.

Schwanke is responsible
for making sure that all ad-
ministrative functions are
completed so that Soldiers are
paid correctly.

Schwankebalanceshertime
on drill weekends between the
administrative needs of the
unit and her section sergeant
responsibilities for the medics.

Schwanke credits her abil-
ity to take care of her Soldiers
to the lessons she has learned
throughout her career.

“All your experiences help

»

you.







14

Prairie Soldier December 2009

missioned officers that make up its ranks. From the
command sergeants major who are responsible for look-
ing out for the morale and welfare of their troops, to the
supply sergeants who makes sure that Soldiers have the
equipment they need, to the medical sergeants who main-
tain Soldiers’ health and treat their wounds, to the drill
sergeants who ensure that Soldiers start their careers

on the right foot, the Nebraska Army National Guard

he Nebraska Army National Guard
simply couldn’t do its mission without
the hundreds of professional noncom-
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depends on the quality and professionalism of its NCOs

to make sure that the hard jobs get done right the first time. They literally are the backbone of the Army.

IS

As part of the Army’s continuing Year of the NCO observance, the Prairie Soldier spotlights the work that Nebraska Army National Guard NCOs do on a daily basis to ensure

that the Nebraska Army National Guard is ready, trained and capable to do its mission.

Command sergeant major
representing Nebraska’s
enlisted men, women daily

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

hen it comestodescribingwhat Rich-

ard Burch does for the Nebraska

Army National Guard, on the face
of it, it’s really quite simple.

As the state command sergeant major,
Burchisthe principal advisor tothe adjutant
general on all issues relating to the state’s
enlisted force. That means that if it matters
to Nebraska Army National Guard Soldiers,
it matters to Burch.

Now, when it comes to describing how
Burch accomplishes thisimportant mission...
well, mere words seem somewhatinadequate.
That’s because the issues that Burch deals
with on a daily basis are as varied as the
enlisted force he represents in the Nebraska
National Guard.

For example, one day Burch might be
helping the adjutant general and other senior
state leaders develop plans for a particular
operation or problem. On another, he might
be meeting with other senior enlisted leaders,
providing guidance to them so that they can
help meet the state’s strategic goals.

On another, he might be outfitted in field
gear as he talks with deploying Soldiers at a
place like Fort Hood, Texas. On another, he
might be meeting with Soldiers’ families or
employers, helping them better understand
and overcome the challenges the Global War
on Terrorism has brought with it.

There are even times when he might be
meeting with civilian and foreign military
leaders in order to help them better under-
stand the incredible capabilities that the U.S.
NCO Corps provides to the United States.

According to Burch, a 33-year Nebraska
Army National Guard veteran, it’s this flex-
ibility to tailor his work schedule to best
meet the daily and long-term challenges
that he most enjoys about the job he’s held
since March 2007.

“In this job you can be as busy as you want
to be,” said Burch recently as he took a few

Convoy commander tested daily in Iraqg

By Maj. Kevin Hynes

“I was too young to understand
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Command Sgt. Maj. Richard Burch
Hometown: Hastings, Neb.
Job Title: State Command Sergeant
Major, Lincoln, Neb.
Years of Service: 33
Family: Wife: Sandy; Daughters: Jen-
nifer (Umana,) Jody; Son-in-Law: Erick
Umana; Grandchildren: Alex, Abby

minutes to catch up on e-mails in his office
that’s within voice distance of the adjutant
general’s desk in the state headquarters
building in Lincoln, Neb. “The more things
that you are involved in, the more things
that you can hopefully positively influence.”

Burch said being flexible is the key to
being a successful command sergeant major
because one simply can’t always predict the
issues that will crop up during the course of
a day or night.

“Sometimes you get some stuffthat’s tough
to deal with,”he said. “The number ofissues I
tend to deal with on a daily, weekly, monthly
basis seems to be a little bit more than what
I’'d anticipated it to be, but then reflecting
back on the number of Soldiers and Airmen
that we’re dealing with in the state, maybe
it isn’t that many.”

“But there’s always something. There’s
always a hot button. There’s always a Soldier,
a family member, an employer out there that
has questions and 99 percent of the time
they’re valid questions,” he said. “It’s just a
matter of educating the force, educating our
families and educating our employers on how
the Guard operates and the restraints that
we have to operate under.”

Photo by Maj. Kevin Hynes

Representing The State’s Soldiers: Command Sgt. Maj. Richard Burch (right) talks with Sgt.
Timothy Greiner, 313th Medical Company (Ground Ambulance,) Nov. 13, at Fort Hood, Texas.
As the state command sergeant major, Burch is responsible for representing the state’s enlisted
Soldiers at the highest levels of the Nebraska National Guard.

According to Burch, the goal of becom-
ing the state’s senior enlisted Soldier was
something that evolved over time during his
military career.

“I was the readiness NCO and first ser-
geant out in Company D, 2-134th Infantry,in
Hastings and I wanted to be the operations
sergeant for the second infantry battalion,”
he said.“So, 1 had to move to Lincoln in order
for that to happen.”

“After moving to Lincoln and taking that
position on,I enrolledin the Sergeants Major
Academy and it was about that time that I
set my sights on the state (command sergeant
major) position,” he added.

Thereason, Burch said, was the realization
that a person’s ability to impact Soldiers in
real, meaningful ways increases the higher
one goes up the NCO leadership ladder.

“As I worked my way up from company to
battalion, I could see at the battalion-level
how much more of a broad reaching impact
I could have on Soldiers in that battalion,”
said Burch.

“AndIrealized that atthe state (command
sergeant major) level, you could have an even
broader impact. And that is part of what we
doasleaders... wetrytochallenge ourselves.”

After being selected to be the state com-
mand sergeant major by then-Maj. Gen.
Roger P.Lempke, Burch said he was surprised
at all the job entailed.

“Ithink maybe the biggest eye-opener was
the level at which you operate (as the state
command sergeant major,)” said Burch. “I'd
never really taken that strategic look at the
Nebraska National Guard and everything
that goes into that line unit out there in
North Platte, Hastings or wherever it might
be... the impacts on that unit’s ability to do
whatit needs todo and all the different pieces
that have to come together. Everything from
paying the water bill to new construction
to Soldier training to collective training to
personnel management, equipment distribu-
tion and all those logistic functions... there’s
so many things out there you can influence.”

The ability of individual NCOs toinfluence
operations is probably the biggest change
Burch said he’s seen over his career. In
fact, just as little as 10 years ago sergeants
were mostly employed as team leaders and
squad leaders where they were responsible
for accomplishing a piece of a much larger
mission, Burch said.

See BURCH on 16.

Editor

rowing upin Kearney, Neb.,
GRyan Jeffries used to stare

at a painting entitled “Re-
flections” that hung in his family’s
home.

In it, an aged Vietnam vet
stands, head bowed, next to the
Vietnam War Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., with his hand out-
stretched, touching the reflection
of fallen comrades who, like the
veteran, stretch out their hands
to give comfort to their mourning
friend.

The painting was purchased
by Jeffries’ stepfather, a Vietnam
veteran, when Jeffries was just
13 years old. And even though he
didn’t understand the depth of feel-
ings that painting conveyed to his
step dad, the youngster still spent
hours staring at the painting, try-
ing to pull meaning from canvas.

combat and loss, but through the
painting’s power I was able to
get a glimpse of what my father,
stepfather, grandfathers and a
long line of fine Americans before
them had sacrificed in defense of
this great nation,” Jeffries recently
wrote in a Veterans’ Day editorial
for the Kearney Hub newspaper.
Today Jeffries is a staff ser-
geant in Kearney’s 1195th Trans-
portation Company, which is
currently completing a year-long
tour at Camp Victory, Iraq, located
on the outskirts of Baghdad. A
veteran of two other deployments
to Iraq, Jeffries now understands
the painting’s poignancy in ways
he never could as a young boy.
“As a combat veteran myself,
I have come to understand that
the real heroes are the ones who
never came home, those who are
buried in foreign lands so that this
country could remain free,” wrote
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Staff Sgt. Ryan Jeffries
Hometown: Kearney, Neb.
Job Title: Squad Leader,
Convoy Commander,
Kearney, Neb.
Years of Service: 17
Family: Single

Jeffries, a 1993 graduate of Kear-
ney High School who spent eight
years as an active Marine, serv-
ing as an artilleryman and U.S.
Embassy guard in South Africa,
Hungary and Belarus. He joined
the Georgia Army National Guard
as afire direction control sergeant
in 2002 and was deployed to Iraq
twice before transferring back to

Photo by Spc. Fabian Andalbo

Iraq Inspection: Staff Sgt. Ryan Jeffries (right) conducts a pre-combat in-
spection of Sgt. Justin Harmin’s equipment prior to a 1195th Transportation
Company convoy mission to Baghdad, Irag.

Nebraska and the 1195th Trans.
Co. in September 2008.

Within a few short months after
transferringinto the 1195th Trans.

Co.,Jeffries learned that he would
most likely deploy back to Iraq for

a third time.
See COMMANDER on 16.
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New job gives Soldier responsibility for others’ lives

B Nebraska Army Guard
sergeant changes unit

in pursuit of dream;
realizes new job brings
new responsibilities

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor
l |1 oralmost aslongashe’sworn a uniform,

Sgt. Jeremy S. Borrell had one simple
dream: to jump out of airplanes.

However, sincejoining the Nebraska Army
National Guard as a member of Troop A,
1-167th Cavalry, in December 2002, the op-
portunity seemed to elude him at every turn.

So, when the opportunity came to enlist
in a newly forming airborne rigger unit in
Seward, the 25-year-old Grand Island native
said he literally “jumped” at the chance.

“Initially, the first thing that jumped out
at me was the opportunity to go to airborne
school,” said Borrell, an airdrop sergeant
with Detachment 2, 165th Quartermaster
Company (Light Air Supply.) “It was some-
thing that I looked forward to most of my
military career.”

However, since joining the unit and at-
tending the parachute rigger course at Fort
Lee,Va.,earlier this year, Borrell said he now
understands that being a rigger means much
more than simply packing parachutes and
getting to jump out of an airplane a couple
times a year. Much, much more, he adds.

“One of the great things about being in
our unit is we get to do a unique job within
the military — being able to not only pack
parachutes for other jumpers, but frequently
jump ourselves to maintain our level of
proficiency and provide safety for all the
other individuals who use our parachutes,”
said Borrell.

That means that every time Borrell and
his fellow riggers prepare personnel or cargo
parachutes, they areliterally holding the life
of another Soldier in their hands.

“The level of responsibility is very high
and we always try to achieve the highest
level of responsibility because with the
parachute system for personnel, it’s a life-

Photo by Maj. Kevin Hynes

On The Drop Zone: Sgt. Jeremy S. Borrell, an airdrop sergeant with Seward’s Detachment 2,
165th Quartermaster Company (Light Air Supply,) poses for a photograph after successfully
completing an airborne jump at Drop Zone Husker near Mead, Neb.

Sgt. Jeremy S. Borrell
Hometown: Grand Island, Neb.
Job Title: Airdrop sergeant,
Seward, Neb.

Years of Service: 7
Family: Single

saving device,” said Borrell. “If it isn’t for
that parachute, (the jumper) is going to
have a bad jump and all kinds of different
things can happen.”

It’s a level of responsibility that Borrell
has already been exposed to on numerous
occasions going back to his first Nebraska
Army Guard unit.

Shortly after joining the Guard, Borrell
was mobilized for Operation Iraqi Freedom
in early 2005, serving a year in Iraq as a

On the Road: Sgt. 1st Class
Jason Roberts takes a break
during a June convoy operationto
Camp Rapid, S.D., where his unit,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment, 126th Chemical Bat-
talion, was scheduled to conduct
its annual training during a rainy
week in the Black Hills. Roberts
serves as the detachment ser-

geant for the Omaha-based unit.

Photo by Maj. Kevin Hynes

Sergeant puts teaching to test

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

or four years Sgt. 1st Class Jason
FRoberts worked hard to give future

noncommissioned office the tools they
needed tobe successful in their next military
assignments.

Serving as a Warrior Leaders Course in-
structor at Camp Ashland, Roberts knew the
job he was doing was extremely important.
He was helping build tomorrow’s leaders.

Roberts now is putting the skills he taught
to specialists and newly promoted sergeants
to the test as the detachment sergeant for
Headquarters and Headquarters Detach-
ment, 126th Chemical Battalion.

A member ofthe Nebraska Army National
Guard since 1992, Roberts became the senior
enlisted leader of the Omaha-based detach-
ment earlier this year. Since then, Roberts
said,he’sbeen working hard tolearn hisnew
jobwhile using the leadership techniques he
helped teach others.

“It’s kind of a big switch compared towhat
I'mused to,”said Roberts earlier this summer

Sgt. 1st Class Jason Roberts
Hometown: Fremont, Neb.
Job Title: Detachment Sergeant,
Omaha, Neb.

Years of Service: 17
Family: Wife: Kelly; Children: Kelsey,
Sydney, Haley, Courtney

during a convoy to his unit’s annual training
at Camp Rapid, S.D., just three months into
his new assignment. “I've been here going
on month number three... it’s a big shock.”

As the detachment sergeant, Roberts is
essentially the acting first sergeant for the
detachment, which is too small to have a first
sergeant of its own.

That means he’s responsible for providing

See DETACHMENT SERGEANT on 16.

member ofthe brigade commander’s security
detachment. While in Iraq Borrell frequently
manned a Mk-19 automatic grenade launch-
er or M-249 light machine gun mounted atop
one of his unit’s armored Humvees.

It was an important and potentially
deadly mission.

Borrell said he learned a lot about leader-
ship by simply watching the senior noncom-
missioned officers within his unit.

“I had the opportunity during my time
with Alpha Troop to serve under some of the
finest NCOs that I've seen in the military
and I try to live out the things that they in-
stilled upon me early on in those years,” said
Borrell, who pinned on his own sergeant’s
stripes just two months ago.

“I really hope that someday my lower
enlisted Soldiers will be able to take the
lessons that I've taught them and use them
in their own leadership.”

One of the most important lessons, said
Borrell, is setting a professional example.

“One of the most important traits that
a leader has to have is to set an example,”
he said. “Lead as you expect your Soldiers
to follow. If you can’t perform the task, you
shouldn’t expect your Soldiers to performit.”

“m a firm believer that if I ask you to
do it, I had very much (better) be able to do
it myself,” he added.

That’s particularly important in a unit
like the 165th, said Borrell.

“The NCO has a really important role in
the aerial delivery and rigging in general,”
he said. “It’s important for us to not only
ensure that our lower enlisted are perform-
ing tasks to standard, but to also mentor
them and pass on everything that we’ve
learned not only as Soldiers in the rigging
field, but also the things that I’'ve picked up
my entire career in the military.”

As the only rigging unit in the Nebraska
Army Guard, Det. 2, 165th QM Co. is re-
sponsible for providing parachutes for fel-
low paratroopers in the 165th SOFSC and
Company C, 1-134th Infantry (Long Range
Surveillance.)

They’re also responsible for preparing
cargo for delivery to forward operating bases
using cargo parachutes, more commonly
referred to as G-14s.

As one of several airdrop sergeants as-
signed to the aerial delivery section, Borrell
is responsible for preparing the cargo for
drops, ensuring that the G-14 parachutes
are packed correctly and that the parachutes
are correctly rigged onto the cargo so that
the pallets exit the aircraft correctly and
the parachutes deploy in such a way as to
deliver the packages safely to the ground.

Borrell said it’s ajob he’s quickly learned
to love.

“The aerial delivery side is something
that Ireally enjoy,” he said.“Getting to watch
the containers go out the back of the aircraft
and have successful parachute deployments
is something that’s exciting to watch.”

Borrell said he also understands that
it’s a skill that’s in high demand today in
places like Afghanistan.

“They’re using a ton in theater,” said Bor-
rell.“That’s how all of the forward operating
bases are getting resupplied. With the lack
of (main supply routes) that run through
Afghanistan and a lack of safety on those
MSRs, this is huge right now.”

“Riggers are getting lots of opportunities
to make a very large impact on what’s going
on over there. And it’s exciting to be a part
of that,” he added.

“I look forward to the opportunity at
some point in my military career to be able
to utilize my skill downrange.”

Maintenance sergeant keeps

By Mark Roland
Unit Public Affairs Representative

ichael Rudebusch started hismilitary

career as a TOW (Tube, Optically,

Wire) and Dragon Missile main-
tenance technician in the Nebraska Army
National Guard’s Company B (Maintenance),
67th Forward Support Battalion.

While there, he spent many years sup-
porting Soldiers of the 67th Infantry Bri-
gade during annual training periods at Fort
Carson, Colo.

After utilizing his educational benefits
and graduating from Southeast Community
College, Rudebusch found it difficult to get
a job. That’s when he made the decision to
join the active Army and became a satellite
communications operator/maintainer. During
the six years he spent on active duty he was
stationed at the Defense Communications
Systems station at Landstuhl, Germany,
and later transferred to Fort Huachuca Ariz.

Missing home and deciding the active duty
life was not for him, Rudebusch returned
to Nebraska and rejoined his maintenance
company.

In 2004 Rudebusch deployed to Iraq and
spent a year at Forward Operating Base
Speicher. While deployed in Iraq, he helped
support units which had started using com-
mercial band radios for communication within
a convoy. When the radios were turned in for
maintenance, there were no technical manu-
als available and no repair parts in the Army
inventory. What could have been a majorissue
was quickly solved by the members of the Ne-
braska Army Guard maintenance company.

“The unique thing about the Guard is
that we support various equipment, not just
the equipment that we have in the unit, but
all types of equipment in the units that we
support,” said Rudebusch, now a sergeant
first class assigned to the 267th Maintenance
Company (Direct Support.)

Rudebusch is the maintenance chief for

focus on developing Soldiers

Photo by Mark Roland
Maintaining Focus: Sgt 1st Class Michael
Rudebusch, maintenance chief for the 267th
Maintenance Company, is also a fulltime elec-
tronic mechanic for the National Guard Bureau’s
Forward Repair Activity-Nebraska, supporting
over 30,000 Standard Army Management Infor-
mation Systems (STAMIS) and Logistic Enabler
computer systems in 27 states and territories. .

the 267th Maint. Co.’s Electronics Mainte-
nance Platoon.

“The role of the NCO in the maintenance
arena is extremely important,” he said. “We
arethe ones that make sure that all the (pre-
ventative maintenance checks and services)
are done;that the Soldiers are trained, MOS
qualified and that they can do their job.”

“The officers in the unit have to rely on
those NCOs to get the work done and to
make sure the work is done to the quality
that the military requires,” he added, “to de-
velop those mechanics, electronic mechanics
and vehicle mechanics, to ensure they have
the knowledge and abilities to test it and

See RUDEBUSCH on 16.
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National Guard resurrects tradition

BNoncommissioned
officer swords being
presented to unit
senior sergeants

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Assistant Editor

he Army National Guard

I resurrected a tradition that

dates back more than 169

years by authorizing National

Guard units to present a sword to

each unit authorized a first sergeant
and/or command sergeant major.

The Nebraska National Guard
recently began distributing the
swords to its units during “Uncas-
ing and Assumption” ceremonies
around the state.

The ceremony and passing
of the sword to the unit’s senior
NCOs is intended to signify the
senior NCO’s commitment tobeing
responsible for the Soldiers in their
organization.

“The traditional role ofthe NCO
is to ensure the accomplishment
of the mission and the welfare of
the Soldiers...ensuring they are
trained and ready to perform all
the tasks associated with the unit’s
mission,” said Command Sgt. Maj.
Richard Burch, Nebraska’s state
command sergeant major.

According to Burch, the history
of the senior NCO sword presen-
tation dates back to 1840 when
the War Department adopted the
unique NCO sword.

Atthat pointit was a completely
functional weapon intended for
hard and dedicated use in war.

No longer applicable in today’s
warfare, the sword is now a symbol
of the leadership the senior NCO

NCO Swords: NCO swords will be
given to each unit assigned a first
sergeant and/or command sergeant
major. The swords will be inscribed
with the unit’'s designation and will
be passed from outgoing senior
noncommissioned officertoincoming
NCOs as a symbol of the passing of
responsibility for the enlisted Soldiers
in their units.

provides, remaining razor sharp
justlike the NCO that possesses it.

“It represents a tool within
the NCO Corps that was used
throughout history as a fighting
instrument,” said Burch.

Burch said he envisions the
swords will become an important
symbol of the NCO Corps’ com-
mitment to ensuring that enlisted
Soldiers are properly trained and
cared for, and dedicated to the
ultimate accomplishment of their
unit’s mission.

The swords will not only serve as
asymbol of the NCO, they will serve
as a canvas for which to display the
history of each unit.

“Every sword will have an inscrip-
tion of the unit that the sword be-
longs to and as we continue through
history...and the lineage of the unit
changes... thatlineage will follow on
the NCO sword,” said Burch.

“That way 50 years from now
you'llbe able to see the lineage of the
existence ofthat sword and the units
that is has been passed through.”

According to Burch, there are a
total of 39 swords that will be given

COMMANDER continued from page 14.

As a staff sergeant assigned
to a transportation company in
Iraq, Jeffries serves in one of the
most crucial jobs in his unit: con-
voy commander. As such, Jeffries
exemplifies the radical changes
in responsibilities that noncom-
missioned officers have taken on
since the start of the Global War
on Terrorism.

“I supervise 23 Soldiers daily
and am responsible for up to 30
vehicles and 30 additional person-
nel while on missions,”said Jeffries.
“We conduct convoy security in and
around Baghdad, escorting com-
modities of food, fuel, ammunition,
etc., from the Camp Victory base
to smaller contingency operating
bases.”

That also means that Jeffries
is responsible for every aspect of
the convoys he leads ranging from
planning to execution.

It’s a huge responsibility, but
definitely one Jeffries always en-
visioned himself doing.

“I definitely saw myself doing
thisjob as I have prior deployment
experience in this role,” said Jef-

fries in a recent e-mail interview.
“Thisisthe kind of duty that NCOs
are meant to perform. It requires
leadership, organizational ability
and a high degree of technical and
tactical proficiency.”

To be successful in such an
important and often stressful role,
Jeffries said he relies upon the les-
sons he’s learned throughout the
course of his military career.

“Our NCOs are the lifeblood
of this unit, carrying out the key
tasks of day-to-day operations,”
he said. “Flexibility is the key
to our success. There is no such
thing as a ‘typical’ mission due to
the ever-changing enemy (tactics,
techniques and procedures) and
the constant need to adjust for
accommodation of Iraq’s ‘return
to normalcy.”

Jeffries said he’s also been
surprised by how little things can
make a big impact.

“I have been surprised by the
depth of the impact that our seem-
ingly small piece of the pie has on
the larger picture and daily ‘battle
rhythm,” said Jeffries.

out, 13 for command sergeants
major and 26 for first sergeants.
The swords will be given out dur-
ing uncasing ceremonies within
the next few months.

1st Sgt. John Snoozy, senior
sergeant for the Lincoln-based
Joint Force Headquarters, was
the recipient of a sword during a
ceremony held at the “Spirit of ‘76
Armory” in Lincoln, Nov. 14.

Snoozy said he was thankful
to be a part of something so rich
with history.

“It’s a great honor to be a part
of such a military tradition,” said
Snoozy. “History and our founda-
tion (are) extremely important to
the military and just being a part
of that little piece of history is a
great honor.”

Burch said he hopes the sword
ceremonies will inspire the Soldiers
standing in formation to better
themselves and possibly become
the senior NCO receiving the sword
someday.

“I think there is going to be a
‘wow factor’ because it is a sword,”
said Burch.

“This is representative of every
enlisted Soldier who aspires to
be an NCO down the road and
every NCO that aspires to be that
senior noncommissioned officer in
the unit.”

Burch said he also sees the NCO
sword as a piece of history that
distinguishes the NCO Corps from
those in command positions.

“There’s a lot of heritage that
goesback tothe foundingdays ofthe
NCO Corps...so that little piece of
history is carried forward through
the sword,” said Burch.

“I hope it instills pride in our
heritage and pride in the fact that
the NCO Corps is, has always been
and will continue to be the backbone
of the Army.

RUDEBUSCH continued from page 15.

find any problems that may arise.
A basic knowledge of electronics
allows you to repair anything that
has power applied.”

Developing the Soldiers in his
unit requires a lot of time to make
things happen on the weekends.

“When Soldiers come in on a
Saturday and Sunday, the NCOs
have already (spent) at least two
to three days prior to that working
with our support personnel on the
fulltime side on getting equipment
for Soldier to work on. Making
those arrangements, knowing
what jobs are going to be worked,
knowing what the parts status are
for the equipment that is there,
takes a lot of coordination prior
to the actual drill, a lot of behind
the scenes work.”

During the weekend Rudebusch
spends a lot of time supervising his
maintenance personnel.

“In my position as the main-
tenance chief, it’s (my job) to
make sure that the work is done,
making sure all documentation is
done according to the regulations,
making sure that the right parts
are ordered, and making sure that
people are actually doing the job
that they are supposed tobe doing.”

Enforcing the standards while
his Soldiers are doing maintenance
is another part of the job that
Rudebusch takes seriously.

“We all have the tendency to
think we have the ability to fix
things that may be beyond our
capabilities,” he said. “As an NCO
it is our job to reign those in and to
sometimes to motivate others who
want to take short cuts.”

“There are regulations for a spe-
cificreason and technical manuals
for a specific reason — and that’s
what we work to and that’s what

Sgt. 1st Class Michael
Rudebusch
Hometown: Seward, Neb.
Job Title: Maintenance Chief,
Electronics Maintenance
Platoon, Lincoln, Neb.
Years of Service: 22
Family: Wife: Tonya; Children:
Daniel, Mikayla, Victoria

we train to. Only then can we for
sure know that we are sending
out a quality product and that
the customer is going to be able
to use it immediately when they
getit...it’s an NCOs job to do that,”
Rudebusch said.

Taking care of the new Soldiers
in the unit is a main concern for
Rudebusch and a motivator to
provide a quality drill weekend,
utilizing all the time available for
training.

“Those Soldiers coming right
back from school are highly moti-
vated and want to get their hands
on the equipment, and they don’t
want to come back to a unit that
is doing nothing,” he said.

“We get those Soldiers back and
get them working on equipment.”

Teaching the young Soldiers
how to do their job will pay in the
long run according to Rudebusch,
and should be done at all levels.

“Building that ladder and that
backbone that NCOs are, when my
day comes to retire and somebody
takes my spot, the position they
vacate will be filled with somebody
as qualified as themselves.”

DETACHMENT SERGEANT

continued from page 15.

guidance to the other detachment
NCOs on training, administrative
requirements and overall morale
and discipline.

In essence, he serves as the
unit’s assistant head coach, taking
the plans and overall goals of the
unit commander and ensuring the
missions get completed.

As a former WLC instructor,
Roberts said he’s constantly trying
to utilize the basic leadership tech-
niques taught at Camp Ashland.
Still, like taking on any new chal-
lenge, mistakes inevitably happen,
he added.

“We used to teach about the
leadership side — the communica-
tion and ensuring understanding,”
said Roberts, adding that he knows
that he sometimes fails to com-
municate his wishes as clearly as
he’d like to. “Then what gets com-
municated there doesn’t end up

being the same.”

The key to effective leadership,
he added,is the ability tolearn from
one’s mistakes while also being
willing to ask questions. It’s also
about doing everything possible to
make sure the mission gets done
accurately and within the set time
limits.

“The NCOs aredriving the train,
so to speak,” said Roberts. “Defi-
nitely, the officers are making the
plans and providing the guidance
and so on, but somebody’s got to
carry it out.”

“It’s kind of like the middle guy
in between the mission and the
men,” he added.

“The mission gets taken care of as
well as the welfare of the Soldiers,
putting out information as well as
passing it up, basically ensuring
that the whole picture gets taken
care of.”

BURCH continued from page 14.

That’s definitely not the case
today, though.

“The NCOs of today are tak-
ing on a much bigger role — a
much bigger role — in that they
are ultimately responsible for
operations,” he said.

“A prime example is your
convoy commanders out on the
highways and byways of Iraq.
Those folks are convoy com-
manders,” Burch added. “10
years ago they may have been a
ground guide at a critical turning
point. Today they are the actual
convoy commanders; they’re
operational leaders.”

This increasing level of NCO
responsibility is something that
will most likely continue in the
months and years ahead, Burch
said.

“I think first off one of the
driving factorsis the educational
level of our NCOs. We have a
lot more NCOs with college de-
grees,”he said. “It’s not required
of them, but they've chosen to
make their military career a

life-longlearning process whereby
they continue to grow in their capa-
bilities through education systems,
be it military or civilian, which
makes them more competent, more
confident in what they do.”

“That mechanic, that truck
driver, that infantryman, they all
have specific skill sets that they
need tobe good at.In days ofold, the
(Military Occupational Specialty)
proficiency was the endgame,
where now it’s not just the MOS
proficiency, but also the ability to
step up to the challenge and take
on more responsibilities,” he said.

“Our Soldiers aren’t afraid to
take that challenge. They, in many
cases, seek out the challenges and
seek out the hardjobs and continue
to learn and grow.”

Above probably anything else,
the real strength of America’s
military capabilities lies with its
reliance and trust in the NCO
Corps’ ability to adapt to chal-
lenges as they occur. That’s a direct
result oftheinvestment the United
States made in developing a highly

professional, highly competent
and highly agile NCO Corps,
said Burch.

“I think the NCO Corps has
responded tremendously over
the course of the past eight years
in identifying that their role is
growing,” he said. “It’s not really
a hard line in the sand as far as
how far the NCO Corps will grow
and expand into, but I think the
capabilities that the growth gives
the Army and the Army National
Guard is important.”

“We still need the skills and
the abilities that the Officer
Corps brings to the planning
process... we still need to rely
on them to be that level of lead-
ership... and we need the NCO
Corps to be proficient at their
level of leadership as well,” he
said.

“But, the more we can compli-
ment each other, especially in this
era of sustained combat opera-
tions, the more we can sustain
at the high levels that we are
sustaining.”
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Maj. Gen.
William R. Cotney
The Assistant Adjutant
General, Air

A few years ago when you thought of the Air
National Guard, airplanes came to mind. Today
we see a revamping of the way we do business
in the Air National Guard. Air Control, Combat
Communications, Engineering and Installation
units now are poised to join Air Force Space
Command converting to new mission sets. Air-
planes still dominate the force, but fewer aircraft
are available to repopulate our flying units. Cy-
ber, network warfare, Intelligence Surveillance
Reconnaissance (ISR), & Global Strike are our
new buzz words.

The Tennessee National Guard now has the
premier Space Unit in the USAF, ANG & Air
Force Reserves. The 119th Command & Control
Squadron leads the charge in space for the Air
Reserve Corp. The 228th Combat Communica-
tions Squadron is in the process of migrating to
space as well. The 241st Engineering & Installa-
tion Squadron will be relocating to new facilities
in late summer or early fall of 2010, courtesy of
a Military Construction Project from Congress.
Newcomer, the 236th Intelligence Production
Squadron, will support the war fighters with an
Intelligence mission as dictated by current world
and future operations. The 164th Airlift Wing has
completed its move to a new 250 million dollar
base at the Memphis International Airport operat-
ing C-5A Galaxy Transport aircraft. The 134th Air
Refueling Wing has completed a transition to the
KC-135R model aircraft and is close to breaking
ground on a new Air Operations Building that will
house flying operations and the Command Post.
Last but not least the 118th Airlift Wing has com-
pleted a mission change to the Air Education &
Training Command. They have the responsibility
to train Foreign Aviators and support personnel
flying the C-130E Aircraft.

Hats off to our Recruiters. The future of the Ten-
nessee National Guard is bright!

Command CMSgt.
Doug Smelcer
Cmd. Chief, Air

One of the most significant pieces of informa-
tion | can share with all of our Soldiers and Air-
men is the importance of being prepared through-
out your military career. One important aspect of
being prepared relates to physical fitness.

As Guardsmen in Tennessee, many of you are
either preparing to deploy, may have deployed
one or more times in past years, or will deploy in
the future. The importance of being physically
prepared prior to deploying is one of the key fac-
tors that will help you rise to meet the challenges
you will confront and many of those that have
deployed can validate this.

| was recently briefed on the changes to the
AF fitness program and how these will impact the
ANG. While a number of the changes continue to
be debated, the most important information | can
share with you at this time is to be prepared and
be physically fit. If you are not currently engaged
in a regular fitness program, there is no time like
now to start. Failure to meet the fitness standards
can have adverse effects on you and your career
to include the inability to attend formal schools or
be promoted. The positive aspects related to be-
ing physically fit are numerous and will lead to be
a better quality of life. You can search the internet
and will find numerous articles that share infor-
mation on these advantages and | encourage you
to establish fitness goals and develop an ongoing
routine that will allow you to improve your fitness.

One other area where we all need to be
prepared relates to Professional Military Educa-
tion (PME). | have witnessed more than once
throughout my career where an opportunity for
promotion was available and some of the NCOs
being considered for the position were lacking
their PME. We all need to ensure that we are
ready and waiting on that next promotion oppor-
tunity, not waiting on the opportunity before we
prepare.
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Golf Tournament

A golf tournament is sched-
uled during the conference on
Thursday, Sept. 10, at hermit-
age Golf Course. There is an
$85.00 entry fee. All entry forms
must be submitted by Aug. 31,
and entry is limited to the first
240 paid golfers.

Point of contact for the tour-
nament is Lt. Col. John Church.
(615) 399-5821, dsn 778-6421,
or email to john.church@
tnnash.ang.af.mil

It is asked that all partici-
pants bring their own clubs as
rental clubs are extremely lim-
ited. Participants are scheduled
to be picked up at 6:00 a.m.
Thursday morning at the Opry-
land Cascades Lobby Area.

The tournament is expected
to begin at 7:30 a.m.

131st NGAUS General
Conference & Exhibition

Nashville, Tennessee
September 11-13, 2009

In September, more than 4,000 active and retired National
Guard members will convene in Nashville for the 131st NGAUS
General Conference and Exhibition, hosted by the Tennessee
National Guard. The conference will include military and political
leaders from all 54 United States and territories.

Participants will discuss current events and their impact on the
National Guard during business sessions, and they will have the
opportunity for camaraderie and networking during special events

and receptions.

Conference
Location and
Details

Guestrooms and business
sessions will be held at the
Gaylord Opryland Resort and
Convention Center. The resort
boasts nine acres of indoor
gardens, cascading waterfalls
and an indoor river with its own
Delta flatboat. Within this lush
landscape, guests will have ac-
cess to a variety of restaurants,
shops, and a spa and fitness
center.

NGAUS 2009
Nashville 5K Fun
Run

The run will be held on
the grounds of the Conven-
tion Hotel (Gaylord Opryland
Hotel) in Nashville in order to
facilitate participation and then
enable the runners to return to
their rooms to change for early
Meetings and the Conference
Opening Session on Friday, 11
September 2009.

The good news is that it is
a flat course! It will be a timed
course, but since it is a “Fun
Run” there will be no ceremony
following the run. Water will be
available on the course, and
there will be limited fruit, water,
etc available at the end of the
run. The run will begin promptly
at 7 a.m. which means that we
need to have runners on site for
packet pickup or registration by
6:30 a.m.
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118th AES takes on simultaneous
deployment and ORI

Story By: Staff Sgt. Robin Olsen

Members of the 118th Aeromedical Evacuation
Squadron are scheduled to finish a deployment to An-
drews Air Force Base, D.C., in August, as well as com-
plete an Operational Readiness Inspection while they
are deployed, to take place in late July.

“We will be the first AES to complete an ORI during
a deployment,” said Col. Scott McCullough, 118th AES
Squadron Commander. “The inspectors have made it a
point to ensure that the ORI activities will not interfere
with our deployment tasks. *

Working with the 775th Expeditionary Aeromedical
Evacuation Flight from Washington D.C., their deployed
mission has involved moving over 1500 patients from
Germany to units throughout the United States began in
April. These patients will either be released or will re-
main with these units for further care. “We are facilitating
the care and movement of sick and wounded members
returning to the U.S. primarily from Irag and Afghani-
stan,” said McCullough.

From left: Master Sgt. Melvin Ander- “Andrews Air Force Base is the first port of entry to
son, 2nd Lt. Bryan Little, and Captain the United States for all medically evacuated patients
Stacey Calton, load medical equipment .,ning from overseas,” said Lt. Col. Julia Moretti, on-
onto an aircraft in preparation for gou commander at Andrews AFB for the 775th and
their next evacuation mission at An- 118th.

?;E‘gié by Master Sgt. Kelly McClink- “Our location is manned cur_rently by all Air Natio_nal
tock and Master Sgt. Wesley Greer, Guard members who are working hand-and-hand with
118th AES.) our active duty counterparts as well as mission crews
from the Guard and Reserves,” said Maj. Jimmy “Joey”
Jackson, Senior Aeromedical Evacuation Operations Officer for the 775th and 118th.

An ORI assesses a unit’s ability to perform its mission in a deployed environment. “This includes
not only the ability to carry out the mission in that setting, but also the ability to survive, respond and
continue to operate under attack,” said McCullough. “The inspectors act as observers to our daily
activities as they see us respond to real-world challenges since the purpose of the ORI is to measure
our performance of these same tasks.”

“We have been practicing our ability-to-survive-and-operate skills every Friday since we've been
here and we are ready,” said Jackson.

“We are very experienced and work well together as a team. In additions, we have established
the networking with our active duty counterparts to achieve the successful outcome we expect,” said
Moretti.

ORIs are necessary because 28 of the 32 Air Force AE units are Air Guard and Reserve. “This has
meant the bulk of the mission is to evacuate sick and wounded personnel from Iraq and Afghanistan
has been accomplished by Guardsmen and Reservists since 2002,” said McCullough. “Performing an
ORI during deployment not only makes sense, but it also acknowledges the reality of the deployment

demands on AE units.” (See AES Page 6)
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AES Cont. from Page 5

There are many similarities between the
unit’s deployed mission and what they are being
inspected on during the ORI. Doing both at the
same time, however, is very unique.

“Having the opportunity to receive an ORI in
such an environment is rare and this will be the
first time the inspectors have inspected an Aero-
medical Evacuation unit in this setting,” said Mc-
Cullough. “Units give the best indication of their
deployment capabilities when the inspectors can
observe them actually performing these tasks in
the deployed environment.”

Before the ORI, 25 members of the 118th AES
were deployed to Andrews to support the 775th
EAEF and 35 more guardsmen from various sec-
tions of the 118th AES were brought to D.C. for

a typical scenario during the inspection to don
chem-gear and wear it while performing regular
duty, however, during deployments the gear is not
normally worn unless it is really necessary.

Part of the ORI is in-processing those who will
be replacing the 118th for their mission with the
775th. Guard members from units in Mississippi,
Maryland, and Pennsylvania will be replacing the
Tennessee unit. “We will be handing off flights
that we are very proud of,” said Jackson.

“Additionally, this will be near the end of our
4-month deployment cycle, so our personnel
will be receiving and training their replacements
during the week of the inspection,” McCullough
said. Adding, that while stress levels would be
increased, “I anticipate that they will excel under

the inspection.

“During this deployment, our personnel will
actually be caring for patients during air trans-
port and coordinating aerovac missions while
responding to inspectors and even working in
chemical warfare gear,” said McCullough. It is

those conditions.”

One of five ratings is given to units after the
ORI is completed. In order: outstanding, excel-
lent, satisfactory, marginal and unsatisfactory.
The 118th AES received an excellent rating for
their last inspection, which took place in 2004.

230th ACS takes charge in lIrag Province

Story By: Nate Crawford

The 1/230th Air Calvary
Squadron, with troops from Ten-
nessee and Mississippi, took
command of the skies over Ni-
nawa Province in Northern Iraq
as part of Task Force Lightning,
MND-North and the 25th Infan-
try Division, July 11.

Lt. Col. Kris Durham, com-
mander of the 1/230th, took
authority for the air mission
from Lt. Col. Nicholas Snelson,
whose 6th Squadron, 17th Cal-
vary Regiment, now returns to
Fort Wainwright, Alaska, after a
12-month tour of duty.

Although this is the 1/230th’s
first deployment together as a
squadron in support of the War
on Terror, they have deployed
individually as part of other
Combat Aviation Brigades for
both Operation Iragi Freedom

and Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan.

During change of command
ceremonies outside squadron
headquarters, Durham and
1/230th Command Sergeant
Major Steve Burnette completed
the transfer of authority by un-
furling the Squadron colors.

“I'm confident in your skills
and abilities and wish you good
luck. I'll be thinking of you and
hope to read about your accom-
plishments,” said Snelson.

He also thanked his Guards-
men and said they should be
“immensely proud “of their
efforts during the deployment,
adding that the squadron’s
success was due “to the hercu-
lean efforts of so many unsung
heroes,” from the pilots with
over 35,000 flight hours to the

wrench-turners and refuelers
who “made it happen and kept
them in the fight.”

Durham thanked the 6-17th
for helping make the transition a
smooth one, and issued chal-
lenges to his squadron to “con-
tinue the excellent full-spectrum
aviation support that the ground
forces in the area have become
accustomed to.”

“I challenge you to remain
focused on our task at hand
as we provide aviation support
in this increasingly complex
battle-space,” Durham said. “I
challenge you to work diligently
to provide innovative aviation
mission solutions for our sup-
ported units, and | challenge
you to always keep safety at the
forefront of all air and ground
operations.”
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Tennessee Airman recognized as 2009
Air National Guard Outstanding 1st Sgt

Story By: Staff Sgt. Robin Olsen

NASHVILLE — Master Sgt. Lorene Kitzmiller, was
selected as the 2009 1st Sergeant of the Year

for the Air National Guard and was recognized
during an awards ceremony for Outstanding
Airmen of the Year that was held June 8 at
Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland.

She is a 1st sergeant assigned to the 118"
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, Berry Field
Air National Guard Base in Nashville.

Each year, the states and territories select and
submit their top performers from the Air Guard’s
88 flying units and 579 mission support units.
Five other Airmen were also selected for OAY
2009 for different categories.

“They are the cream-of-the-crop of the Air
Guard’s 93,000-plus enlisted Airmen,” said Chief
Master Sgt. Christopher Muncy, command chief
of the Air National Guard.

“They are the best of the best,” said Lt. Gen.
Harry M. Wyatt Ill, director of the Air National
Guard during the ceremony. “All nominees can be
extremely proud of being selected to represent
the states and of their service and contributions
to the Air National Guard and the communities in
which they serve.”

Winning for the Air Guard is only one step.
Next Kitzmiller will compete with her active duty
Air Force counterparts for the Air Force’s Top 12
Outstanding Airmen recognition.

The highly decorated master sergeant is
currently a senior at Austin Peay State University,
working towards her Bachelor’s degree with a
concentration in Public Management.

Transferring to the Tennessee Air National
Guard in September 1996, she retrained as a
Medical Administrative Specialist, assigned to
the 118" Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron. In
December 2005, she was appointed to the 1st
sergeant’s position.

Kitzmiller has participated in multiple overseas
deployments including Operation Northern
Watch (Macedonia), Operation Southern Watch

The Air National Guard’s Outstanding Airmen
of the Year art Fort McNair during a recep-
tion dinner 3June 9. Master Sgt. Lorene D.
Kitzmiller is fourth from the left.
(Photo by Air Force Master Sgt.
Smith, National Guard Bureau)

Mike R.

(Saudi Arabia), Operation Iraqgi Freedom (Kuwait,
Baghdad, and twice in Balad), and Operation
Enduring Freedom (Andrews Air Force Base).

The Kitzmiller was born in lllinois and attended
Dickson County High School. She went to Navy
basic training 10 days after graduation, following
which she was stationed at Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard for four years.

She joined the Army Reserves six months
later and was assigned to several units before
transferring to the Tennessee Army National
Guard.

Kitzmiller was actively involved in Operation
Stand Down for three years and volunteered with
the Tennessee Drug Task Force Team and YMCA
as a drill instructor during summer camps from
troubled youth.

She has volunteered with military kids support
programs and helped homeless veterans find
shelter and employment. “My father was in
Vietnam, so veterans hold a special place for
me. | would not feel fulfilled if | was not doing
something to help others,” she said.
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278th ACR improves digital communication

Story and Photo By: Officer Candidate Lisa Berry, Regimental Head-
quarters and Headquarters Troop, 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment

Soldiers of the Tennessee
National Guard’s 278th Armored
Cavalry Regiment participated
in a full rehearsal of satellite
communications training July
6-12 at the Guard’s Volunteer
Training Site in Smyrna.

The purpose of the exercise
was to develop and hone
communications skills and
provide hands-on training to
prepare the 278th for successful
satellite communication in future
theater operations anywhere in
the world.

Regimental Deputy
Commanding Officer Col.

Frank McCauler explained

that the vast majority of all
communications now are
digitally based. “This equipment
is actually considered a
weapons system because it is
so critical to our mission,” he
added.

“The ‘digital warriors’ are our
unsung heroes,” McCauler said,
“and they’re crucial to the 278th
ACR’s overall success.”

Soldiers last week made
a thorough inspection of all
systems before the initial set-
up of the satellites to ensure
that the latest revisions of

software were in the “go-
to-war configuration.” The
remainder of the week-long
operation involved training on
all of the systems to ensure
they work together to establish
communications stateside and
overseas.

Working in unison, the
systems provide internet,
telephone, and cable TV while
in the theater of operations.
The network benefits the unit
by enhancing battle readiness
and providing Soldiers and
their families the ability to
communicate.

A portion of the 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s satellite systems.
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Notes from the Warrant Officer Symposium

The Warrant Officer Corps
Symposium was held July 11
at the Renaissance Hotel in
Nashville and had more 55
enlisted Soldiers in attendance
who will be filling Warrant
Officer vacancies throughout
the Tennessee Army National
Guard.

Col. Bill Wenzler, Chief of
the Joint Staff for the Tennessee
National Guard, opened the
session with a welcome and
short history of the Warrant
Officer CORPS.

Col. Mark Jones,
Commandant of the Warrant
Officer Career College, was
the guest speaker and spoke
of his experience with National
Guard units early in his career,
leadership and the importance
of the Warrant Officer CORPS.

Col. Frank McCauley,
Deputy Commander of the 278"
Armored Cavalry Regiment,
made an unexpected visit to
talk with the Soldiers. He urged
them to take on additional
responsibility in their units and
praised the Warrant Officer
CORPS for what it is doing in
the state.

Nine current Warrant Officers
held sessions with those who
were interested in their same
career field. Soldiers signed up
to learn more about the program
and start the application process
to become Warrant Officers,
closing the Symposium.

After the Symposium,

Col. Jones talked with 22 of
Tennessee’s current Warrant
Officers, over lunch, about the
restructuring of the Warrant

Officer Education System, to
bring it in line with the Officer
and Enlisted Education System.
He also talked about the

future of the Warrant Officer
Career College Campus. The
campus will feature state of

the art classrooms, barracks,
headquarters buildings, orderly
rooms and training facilities.

He concluded that the
Warrant Officer CORPS needs
a Warrant Officer of the Army,
like the Sergeant Major of the
Army. This person would be the
“one voice” that represents the
Warrant Officer CORPS.

If you are interested in
learning more about the
Tennessee Warrant Officer
CORPS, contact Command
Chief Warrant Officer Gary
Ensminger at (615) 313-3011.

Memphis unit returns from mission in ltaly
Story By: Capt. Darrin Haas

Less than a year since the 130th Military

use,” Parrish said.

Police Company in Memphis came back from
Kosovo, the National Guard Soldiers got the
chance to use that experience in a different part
of the world.

The unit conducted training at the Caserma
Ederle military complex in Vicenza, Italy, 25 miles
from Venice, May 19-June 13. Their primary
mission was to assist the U.S. Provost Marshal’s
Office in law and order operations on the main
post and the Villagio base-housing areas.

“After a year-long deployment at Camp
Bondsteel, we already had some good law
enforcement experience,” said Spc. David
Parrish, from Cordova, a Military Policemen with
the 130th. “This was a great opportunity to work
with the Italian Police and learn the differences in
Italian law enforcement procedures.”

The Guardsmen worked side by side with the
Carabinieri (Italian National Police) and Italian
Security Guards. “We shared skills and taught
each other the different techniques our countries

Working hand-in-hand with their active-duty
counterparts, they were first responders for
emergencies. Additionally the Soldiers conducted
24-hour operations to secure the post.

“This mission was valuable to us,” said Sgt.
Gitanja Williams, from Memphis, a Military Police
Officer in the 130th and a full-time policeman with
the Memphis PD. “We honed our law enforcement
skills by doing a real-world assignment keeping
service members and their families safe.”

The Soldiers also got the opportunity
to conduct patrols unlike those they were
accustomed to. “For two weeks, we roamed the
Villagio housing areas on bikes,” Williams said. “It
was different. It was my first time trying to patrol
on mountain bikes and it took a little getting used
to.”

“We never know when our skills will be needed
or what our next mission will be,” Williams said.
“We have to stay sharp, well trained, and get as
much experience as possible.”
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McGhee-Tyson Units Receive Outstanding Unit Award
Story By: Capt. Gary Taft, 134th Air Refueling Wing, Public Affairs

The 134th Air Refueling Wing, the 119th
Command and Control Squadron, and the 228th
Combat Communications Squadron based at
McGhee-Tyson Air National Guard Base in Knoxville,
all received the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
June 7.

The units received the awards for being
instrumental in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Members of all three units were in formation
on the parade grounds of the Guard Base as Maj.
Gen Hargett, Tennessee National Guard Adjutant
General, as well as the commanders from each
squadron addressed everyone. The unit members
were thanked for the hard work and dedication that it
took to receive the recognition and were encouraged
to continue working toward the next award.

The Air Force Outstanding Unit Award was first
created in 1954 and is awarded as a ribbon to

Maj. Gen. Gus Hargett attaches the award
ribbons to the Air Force Flag during the
ceremony.

(Photo by Tech. Sgt. David Knable.)

any command of the US Air Force which performs exceptionally meritorious service, accomplishes
specific acts of outstanding achievement, excels in combat operations against an armed enemy of
the US, or conducts with distinction military operations involving conflict with, or exposure to a hostile

action by an opposing foreign force.

This is the first time all three units were awarded the decoration during the same time period.

Staff Sgt. Angela Harbula,
168th MP Battalion, Dyers-
burg, volunteered to assist
K-9 handlers while deployed
to Camp Bucca, Iraq, IJune
12. Volunteers were also able
to tour the kennels and meet
the many dogs that were part
of the K-9 Exhibition. “I
slipped on the f‘arm toy’,
braced myself, took a deep
breath, and held on for the
ride,” said Harbula. The dogs
are trained in various areas
including drug and explosive
detection, as well as human
trafficking.

(Photo provided by Staff Sgt.
Angela Harbula.)
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Tennessee Guardsmen dig into Gitmo projects

By Army Spc. David MclLean, JTF Guantanamo Public Affairs

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba - The 118th Civil
Engineering Squadron of the Tennessee Air
National Guard has made a difference in June on
U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo Bay.

The new playground equipment at Cooper
Field and the refurbished bathrooms in Camp
America are just two examples of the work that
these 36 Guard members have completed during
the past two weeks.

The squadron helped improve the quality
of life for the Guantanamo Bay community as
they polished their skills in preparation for future
deployments.

Airman 1st Class Christina Yates, a member of
the 118th Civil Engineering Squadron, fills
the grade around a range project conducted
by the unit at U.S. Naval Station Guantan-
amo Bay, June 19, 2009. The 118th squad-
ron participated in a two-week Deployment
for Training exercise along with Joint Task
Force Guantanamo service members to practice
skills for a deployed environment.

(Photo by Army Spc. David McLean)

The 118CES is based in Nashville, Tenn., and
they have finished their annual “Deployment for
Training” requirement. This training takes them
away from their home area and places them

in situations that closely resemble deployment
environments and missions. Their mission here
was to complete tasks around the naval station

while training junior members of the squadron.

Air Force Lt. Col. Craig Bradford, the squadron
commander, said the mission was successful,
because of the information shared between his
experienced Airmen and his younger members.

“This has been an extraordinary training
opportunity for our younger Airmen,” he said.
“There is only so much you can do in the
classroom and on computer simulations. Now it is
time to train the younger members of the unit so
no information is lost over the next few years.”

This training included work on plumbing and
electrical systems, basic carpentry and masonry
and being resourceful in getting help from other
groups to complete work.

“I've learned how to install
water lines, toilets and sinks,

and how to put up tile.”
- A1C Christine Yates

“We’re a construction outfit, so we’ve had
to use the services of the engineers,” said Air
Force 1st Sgt. David Freeland, 118th CES. “They
have gone out and sighted in some projects for
the Joint Task Force folks for upcoming teams
that will be coming out here. We’ve done a huge
amount of utility work in plumbing and electrical,
but all the skills of our Airmen have been tested.

“All the trades within the Air Force construction
outfit have benefited greatly, not only from
getting work done, but being able to use the DFT
concept to train our younger people to come in
and get their hands dirty.”

The younger Airmen in the squadron had a lot
to learn in a short amount of time.

“I've learned how to install water lines, toilets,
sinks and urinals, and learned a few other things
like how to put up tile,” said Airmen 1st Class

(See Guantanamo Page 12)
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GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba - The 118th Civil
stuff that will be useful back in the civilian

world as well. | think we’ve done a good job of
accomplishing our tasks that we were assigned,
and we picked up a couple of other ones and
completed them the best we can.”

The 118th CES had to complete the assigned
tasks of renovating a bathroom facility at Camp
America, to site and construct a Morale, Welfare
and Recreation playground complex, build
an interior wall at a naval station facility and
construct a target storage structure at a firing
range.

In addition to these tasks, they were able to
complete a concrete supply ramp for a naval
station dining facility, provide power production
personnel support for generator maintenance for
474th Expeditionary Civil Engineering Squadron,
repair a wall at the Radio Guantanamo office,

begin plans for an observation deck on the
leeward side of the naval station for Migrant
Operations and provide engineering personnel
support for survey work at leeward for 474th
ECES.

The much-needed improvements to existing
facilities used by service members here were
appreciated, said Army Sgt. 1st Class Guillermo
Santiago, Camp America commandant,
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 525th
Military Police Battalion.

“I am pleased about the way they conducted
business,” Santiago said. “They have
demonstrated a high degree of professionalism.
The way they came in here and constructed and
renovated the latrines; they did it in a record time
of two weeks. You have to remember that we
don’t have a lumber store here on the island, and
they did an outstanding job.”

Post 9/11
Gl Bill
update

The Department
of Veterans Affairs
has updated their
website with ad-
ditional information
on the post-9/11
GI Bill. There is a
blue widget in the
upper right corner
of the website with
links to learn more
about the program,
apply for the pro-
gram, or get infor-
mation for schools.
You can also sign
up for e-mail up-
dates or subscribe
to a RSS feed.

SHALL 1 GO BACK
() SCHOOL 2

Homeowners
Assistance
Program

The Deputy Secretary of
Defense signed guidance that
uses stimulus package funds to
provide monetary relief to ser-
vice members and federal em-
ployee homeowners who suffer
financial loss on the sale of their
primary residence.

The Army is the executive
agent for implementing the pro-
gram and uses the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) to
implement the program. Basic
implementation rules are posted
by USACE on their website.
http://hap.usace.army.mil/
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National Guard Agribusiness Team
Sets Up Shop in Afghanistan

Story By: Sgt. 1st Class George Winters, Tennessee National Guard
Agribusiness Development Team public affairs office

JALALABAD AIRFIELD, Afghanistan —
The Tennessee National Guard’s agribusiness
development team is up and running as the first
of its kind in Afghanistan’s Paktia and Paktika
provinces.

Team officials said their primary mission is to
set the stage for the success of the teams that
come after them.

The Tennessee team includes security forces
members, a headquarters element and about
15 technical experts with vast knowledge and
experience in agriculture and livestock.

“Agribusiness teams assist
the Afghan people to improve

their quality of life.”
- Staff Sgt. Roger Broach

Army Staff Sgt. Roger B. Broach, one of the
team’s agricultural experts, has a bachelor’s
degree in agriculture and years of experience
in vegetable production, having grown up on
a small farm. Broach'’s civilian experience of
initiating contracts as part of his job with the
Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce
Development has proven beneficial to the team’s
work. Negotiations with Afghan businessmen and
contractors is critical.

“If we can show the people the potential of
their own capabilities to provide food and income
for themselves, they will accomplish it,” Broach
said. “Agribusiness development teams have
the potential of assisting the Afghan people to
improve their overall quality of life through more
modern agricultural technology and time-proven
techniques of successful farming. Another
key aspect will be to merge the minds of the
Afghan people with Western water management
techniques such as irrigation, flood control and

water retention.”

One of the team’s responsibilities is to include
the various levels of the Afghan government
in every activity from the national level down
through the provincial, district and village levels.
The team deals primarily with the provincial
director of agriculture, irrigation and livestock,
who provides the Guardsmen with the province’s
priority list and coordinates with other provincial
directors. He incorporates the use of his
extension workers and a training facility recently
built by a provincial reconstruction team.

Army Col. Jim D. Moore, the team’s
commander, is responsible for everything the unit
does and does not accomplish, as well as the
health and welfare of the Tennessee Guardsmen.

“I believe that the overall mission of the
Tennessee Agribusiness Development Team is
to assist in renovating the agricultural economy
by providing U.S. agricultural and engineer

(See ADT Page 13)

Army Col. Jim D. Moore,
Tennessee Agribusiness Development Team,
visits with village elders 1in eastern
Afghanistan’s Paktia province to evaluate a
proposed project site, June 1, 2009.

(Photo by Spc. Todd Steffen.)

commander of the
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specialists to work with their Afghan counterparts
in Paktia province,” said Moore, who has a
bachelor’s degree in agriculture and, as a civilian,
is an executive in commercial lending at a
community bank in central Georgia.

“Successful business owners, and agriculture
as a business, spend as much time on marketing
and gross sales opportunities as maximizing
production yields,” he explained. “Also, a growing
business must have access to loans and/or
banking institutions.”

The farmers in eastern Afghanistan have
more than 3 million potential customers for their
agricultural products living nearby. Understanding
of central Asian buyers’ desires and needs is
required to make the Afghan farmers successful,
team officials said.

The Tennessee Guard team has been on
the ground for about 90 days and has made
at least two visits to the 14 districts within its
province, working with local leaders to assess
the agricultural situation. So far, nearly a dozen
projects for funding through the Commander’s
Emergency Response Program have been
created and submitted.

Several of these projects are in conjunction
with the Paktia University’s School of Agriculture.
The local university depends on national funding,
but lacks the resources to teach the current influx
of students. The Tennessee Guard agribusiness
team has agreed to assist the School of
Agriculture in meeting its critical needs.

The team intends to implement up to 50
projects before the duty tour ends and they are
relieved by a team from Oklahoma.

Some of the projects will be completed, some
will be under way, and some will be waiting for
the Oklahoma Guard to begin as soon as they hit
the ground. Since the focus is on education and
agriculture infrastructure development, most of
the projects have a training focus or component.

The projects the Tennessee Guard team has
developed or implemented include a furniture
manufacturing training course, a livestock
association course, a beehive construction
course and a para-veterinary training program
with the Afghan Veterinary Association. With all
the courses, the Afghans will be given tools to

keep and use to start a business that will help the
farmer’s increase revenue and their marketing
strength. The para-veterinary program will also
provide updated equipment for clinics throughout
the province.

Another project is training on poultry, sheep
and goat husbandry for disadvantaged women
and youth at the village level. The courses
will provide the knowledge and resources for
the students to take home their own livestock
or chickens, and will include health, feeding,
breeding, and marketing components.

“Living at 7,600 feet elevation
with average annual rainfall of
12 inches isn’t like the South-

eastern United States.”
- Col. Jim Moore

Many agricultural projects can take a
minimum of three to five years to begin producing
guantitative results, as evidenced by America’s
forefathers as they painstakingly improved their
plant and animal genetics. The common factor,
is to be a steward of the land and enhance it
through training and technology. It is vital to
educate the Afghans on the conservation value of
their natural resources.

“Living at 7,600 feet elevation with average
annual rainfall of 12 inches isn’t like anything in
the southeastern United States,” Moore said.
“But the farmers in Afghanistan are similar to U.S.
farmers -- interested in production quality and
guantities and producing enough to feed, clothe
and educate their family.”

Thirty years ago, Afghanistan was known
as a leading agricultural exporter. Agriculture
accounted for nearly 80 percent of their economy,
but the Russian invasion and the Taliban’s
fight for control have taken their toll on the
country’s farming capabilities. Much technology
and knowledge has been lost, but various
agribusiness development teams, in coordination
with national and international officials, hope to
overcome those losses allow the Afghanistan
economy to thrive again.
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New Air Force uniform regulation
changes went into effect in June

Story By: Staff Sgt. Robin Olsen

N ew uniform regulations
for Air Force personnel
became effective in June
after the completion of the
Air Force Uniform Board
meeting which originally
convened in 2008. Voting
members included Airmen
from all Major Commands and
most functional communities.
Board recommendations were
forwarded to the Air Force Chief
of Staff, Gen. Norton Schwartz,
who made the final decisions.

Effective immediately, BDU
and ACU uniforms must now
have the pants tucked into the
boots, no longer bloused just
above, and boot laces must be
tucked in.

Airmen can also no longer
attach their organizational cap
to their uniform trouser. Some
would do this with the button
on the side pocket of the pants,
but it is now considered out of
uniform.

Another change is the
elimination of wearing the metal
rank by enlisted Airmen on the
light weight blue jacket. It is
now mandatory that enlisted
personnel have their rank sewn
on the sleeves, similar to the
BDU and ABU uniforms. This
change becomes mandatory
January 1, 2010.

Badges that are now
authorized to wear on the Air
Force uniform are the U.S.
Army Parachute Riggers badge,

(the subdued version must

be blue, not black and on the
DCU it will be brown), the U.S.
Army Air Assault badge on the
BDU uniform, and the Air Force
Office of Special Investigations

Cell phones are
now authorized for
use while walking

In uniform.

duty badge.

Another change to the
regulations is now personal
cellular phones are authorized
for use while walking in uniform;
however, military customs and
courtesies still apply and take
precedence. The phones must
be conservative in color. Hands
free devices are still prohibited.
The cell phone may be worn on
either side of the uniform.

Changes to actual uniform
wear guidelines include that
Airmen should add a small ABU
name tape with their last name
to the pocket flap on the All-
purpose Environmental Clothing
System (APECS) left sleeve. In
the future, the pen pocket on
the ABU will be increased to
prevent breaking writing utensils
or punctures when bending
the arm, and an increase in
the length of the lower leg
pockets. PT gear guidance will

all be changed to reflect a more
professional image to make the
standards more in line with the
intent of the uniform. No action
for these changes is required at
this time.

The board deferred some
items from approval at this time
because they require further
research and/or development.
If any of these items are later
approved by the CSAF, wear
guidance and effective dates
will be provided in supplemental
messages.

There were also many
initiatives that were not
approved. Such as optional
flight cap with venting;
looser fitting service dress
trousers; wear of an additional
occupational badge below the
pocket; wear of all, some or
none for ribbons (Airman must
still wear all ribbons they have
been awarded); wear of the
American flag on the ABU,DCU,
or BDU uniform; wear of a
six-point utility cap; Velcro in
place of buttons on the ABU;
slanted pockets on the ABU,;
and permanent wear of the tan
boots versus the sage green
boots.

The approved changes
will be updated in AFI 36-

2903, Dress and Personal
Appearance instruction manual.
Any questions should be
addressed through your local
chain of command/MAJCOM
points of contact.
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Thankful

words from the
“Outside”

Story from “letter to the

Editor” section of Milan’s Mirror-
Exchange, May 26th issue, Local
Guardsmen Commended

On May 14th, threatening inclement weather
forced us to move the outdoor home wedding re-
ception for our children, Sid Crocker and Lindsay
Tucker, to Plan B--the Tennessee National Guard
Armory at Milan. We “invaded” the armory with a
“battery” of tables, chairs, damask table cloths,
ferns, food, tents, tulle, flowers, a band and
much, much more. Over the course of the next
three days our disappointment turned to delight
as the armory was transformed.

Together with our families, we want to pub-
licly thank Sergeant Bain and his men at the
Tennessee National Guard Armory at Milan and
Sergeant Robert Hopper (and his wife Jackie).
They went above and beyond the call of duty with
their hospitality, generosity and hard work. Every
request we made was executed with respect,
expediency and a smile.

If you need a big dose of courage, class and
character, you need only travel a short distance
south on 45 to the Armory and spend a few
minutes with these men. They sacrifice daily to
protect our rights, freedoms and our very lives
and at the same time used their impeccable skills
to make sure a young couple had the wedding
reception of their dreams.

The pride in our military personnel and our
country was confirmed and multiplied during this
experience. We will always remember their help
and kindness...We offer our prayers for their
safety and wish them Godspeed.

Rosemary Crocker (mother of the Groom) and
Stacy Hale (mother of the Bride)

Army publishes
first National Guard
retirement guide

Story By: Laura Paul,Human
Resources Policy Directorate, G-1

The Army has published a 56-
page retirement guide for National
Guard Soldiers and their families
which covers subjects ranging from
retirement point credits to how to
apply for retirement pay.

The Army National Guard Information Guide
on Non-Regular Retirement was a collaboration
between the Army G-1 retirement services
division and the National Guard.

“We published this guide as part of our efforts
to ensure that National Guard Soldiers and their
families receive the Army’s full support before
and after retirement,” said John Radke, chief of
Army G-1 retirement services.

“We see the commitment of National Guard
Soldiers at home as they respond to disasters
like Hurricane Katrina and abroad as they help
fight those who seek to destabilize and destroy
countries like Irag and Afghanistan,” Radke
added. “We respond to their commitment by
providing them with this retirement guide as they
begin to plan for retirement from our great Army.”

The guide is currently being distributed
throughout the Guard. It is also available online
at: http://www.armygZl.army.mil/retire
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Special Invitations: Army National Guard Members -
Bring your Families and your Civilian Employer!

*Schedule subject to change. Go to armymwr.com for the latest details.

Fort Sill

Fort Sill

Fort Sill

Fort Carson
Fort Carson
White Sands
White Sands
Fort Bliss
Fort Bliss

Fort Huachuca
Fort Huachuca
Fort Irwin
Fort Lewis
Fort Rucker
Fort Rucker
Fort Benning

July 31 - 7:30 p.m.

Aug. 1-2 & 7:30 p.m.

Aug. 2 -2 p.m.
Aug. 6 -7 p.m.
Aug. 7 -7 p.m.
Aug. 11 -7 p.m.
Aug. 12-1 &6 p.m.
Aug. 14 - 7 p.m.
Aug. 15-2 p.m.
Aug. 18 - 7 p.m.
Aug.19-2 &7 p.m.
Aug. 22 - 7 p.m.
Aug. 28-2 &7 p.m.
Sept. 30 - 7:30 p.m.

Oct.1-11 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 3-7 p.m.

Fort Stewart

Fort Stewart

Fort Bragg

Fort Bragg

Fort Drum

Fort Drum

Fort Hamilton

Fort Hamilton

USMA, West point

Fort Monmouth

Fort Lee

Fort Lee

Aberdeen Proving
Ground

Fort Monroe

Fort Belvoir

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

6-7p.m.
7-7p.m.
9-7p.m.

10 - 12 Noon
14 - 6:30 p.m.
15-6:30 p.m.
16 -8 p.m.

17 -3 p.m.

20 -7 p.m.

22 -1:30 & 6:30 p.m.
27 -7 p.m.
28-2&7 p.m.

Nov.1-2& 7 p.m.

Nov. 4 - 2:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 - 2 p.m.

17 | VOLSTATE GUARD AUGUST 2009







DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MG KEITH L. WARE PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARDS PROGRAM
Official Entry Form

SERVICE SUBMITTING ENTRY: NATIONAL GUARD
MEDIUM: Print
TYPE OF AWARD: unit
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[ransforming At Ease’ into information multipler

With this issue, we’ve taken
everything you know about At Ease
and turned it on its side.

In July the decision was made to
publish At Ease on-line, which saved
the time and expense of printing a
paper-and-ink version. By doing this,
we have been able to produce At Ease
on a monthly basis. This decision
also freed us from restrictions such as
even page counts — a convention that
makes sense for traditional commercial
printing, but is not essential if the end
product is read on-line or reproduced
using desktop printers.

And now we’ve found a way to
pack even more into At Ease.

Advances in the software we use
to assemble this publication now
allow us to produce a more active
newspaper. For example, if you move
your mouse cursor over many of the
photos in this issue, you will see a
second image appear. If you see two
different captions for one photo, that’s
your clue that you can see a second
image.

But there’s more: Select images in
this issue are linked to video products.
Click on the image to see a related
video story.

The page design was changed to
a landscape view, to better fit most

» 2 \ i
Click on this photo to see video footage of Thanksgiving Day in Baghdad for
deployed 32nd Brigade Soldiers.

computer screens. The size remains our mission: to provide our readers
the same — 8.5 by 11 inches — so with information on the great things
that readers who wish to print out going on each month in the Wisconsin
some or all pages can still do so. National Guard and Wisconsin

Only the original images —those Department of Military Affairs.

seen before the mouse passes over a Lt. Col. Jackie Guthrie

particular image — will print. Director of Public Affairs,

What hasn’t changed, however, is Wisconsin National Guard
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Adm. Mike Mullen, Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
recently that after transforming into
a dependable and reliable operational
force, the National Guard should not
be allowed to return to a strategic
reserve.

“I’ve seen an awful lot of
troops in theater ... who ... unless
somebody told me they were in the
Guard or the Reserve or active, |
couldn’t tell because in the fight,
everybody is the same: side by side,
shoulder to shoulder and making
such a difference,” Mullen told the
National Guard’s Senior Leadership
Conference Nov. 19. He described
the Guard’s transition as “absolutely
spectacular.”

I could not agree more. Having
seen thousands of Wisconsin National
Guard Soldiers and Airmen deploy
in support of the global war on terror
as well as other military missions,
and hearing how our men and
women perform their missions with
professionalism and excellence, |
know first-hand how valuable the
National Guard is to our nation. The
Wisconsin National Guard is no
exception. Our Soldiers and Airmen
perform with dignity and poise, and
have never failed to complete the
mission.

One prime example is the battle-
tested 951st “Sapper” Engineer
Company, who recently returned from
a very difficult and dangerous mission
to Afghanistan. They were given some
of the toughest assignments in their
task force because they proved they

The Wisconsin Army and Air National Guard’s At Ease Express news-
letter is an authorized publication for members of the Department of
Defense. Contents of At Ease are not necessarily the official views of,

Brig. Gen. Don Dunbar
The Adjutant General

were up to the challenge — repeatedly.
These soldiers, with equal measures
of Wisconsin work ethic and National
Guard ingenuity made the 951st
Sappers the “absolutely spectacular”
warriors that Adm. Mullen spoke of.
The 115th Fighter Wing also set
high standards during its recent
deployment to Iraqg, to include
exceeding the average for maintaining
aircraft readiness. In another part of
the Middle East, the 115th Security
Forces Squadron remains vigilant
providing base defense. Meanwhile,
back in Wisconsin, the rest of the
115th Fighter Wing flawlessly
supported President Barack Obama

when he visited Wright Middle School

in Madison on Nov. 4.

2

We still have fellow Guard
members in the fight. The 32nd
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, and
its supporting elements, continues to
accomplish its myriad missions across
Irag, while the headquarters element
of the 732nd Combat Sustainment
Support Battalion performs
outstanding work in OIF theater.
Lastly, in Afghanistan, our Embedded
Training Team continues to prepare
the Afghan National Police to secure
their own nation.

Hard to believe it is December and
the holidays are upon us, but it is true.
Most of us know what it is like to

spend special days away from our
families and we know how special it
is to share those moments once again
upon our return. These moments are
paid for in full by the sacrifices of our
Soldiers and Airmen’s time, comfort
and safety, and our families have
earned those moments through the
many adjustments that our absences
have required.

| ask you to make the most of
these moments, and I also ask you
to remember your fellow Guard
members who will spend the holidays
away from their families and friends.
Thank you for your service — it is
a privilege to serve with you. I ask
God’s blessings on you all and humbly
pray that God will continue to bless
our great nation.

'

or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, or the Department of the Army or
Air Force. The editorial content of this publication is the responsibility
of the Wisconsin National Guard Public Affairs Office.
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Photo 1: Sgt. 1st Class Scott
Spurgeon greets returning
members of the Wisconsin Army
National Guard’s 951st “Sapper”
Engineer Company, based in
Tomahawk and Rhinelander,
upon their arrival in Mosinee

on Saturday, Nov. 21. Wisconsin
National Guard photos by Sgt. 1st
Class Vaughn R. Larson
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Photo 2: Master Sgt. Chet Millard,
of the Wisconsin Army National
Guard’s 951st “Sapper” Engineer
Company, is given a “killed in
action” bracelet commemorating
unit member Sgt. Ryan Adams,
who died of injuries from a rocket-
propelled grenade attack in Logar
Province Oct. 2.

Battle-proven Sappers return to Wisconsin

The Soldiers of the Wisconsin Army
National Guard’s 951st “Sapper” Engineer
Company were in high spirits Saturday [Nov.
21] as two coach buses pulled away from the
Central Wisconsin Airport in Mosinee, en
route to Tomahawk and Rhinelander.

The air was thick with war stories as three
Soldiers sent home with injuries — Spc.
Matthew Berth, who received his Purple Heart
medal from President Barack Obama; Spc. T.J.
Fecteau, shown in the Oct. 12 issue of TIME
Magazine, injured in a Sept. 8 attack; and Sgt.
1st Class Scott Spurgeon, a platoon sergeant
injured in the same attack that claimed the
life of Sgt. Ryan Adams on Oct. 2 in Logar
Province — rejoined their brothers in arms
for the bus ride to Tomahawk, one of two
communities in which the unit is based.

The 951st performed a vitally important
but dangerous mission. Sappers traditionally
work with explosives, either blowing things
up or defusing things they don’t want to
blow up. For this mission the unit cleared
supply routes of roadside bombs, taking to
the dangerous Afghanistan roads in mine-
resistant ambush protected (MRAP) vehicles.
The unit also scouted key terrain features for
suitable alternative travel routes, and gathered
biometric data — name, date and location
of birth, home of record, iris scans and
fingerprints — from local residents.

To understand how dangerous their mission
was, consider a portion of the medals awarded
during this combat tour — 100 combat
action badges, four combat medic badges, 15
Purple Hearts, 21 Bronze Star medals, four
Bronze Stars with Valor device, five Army
Commendation medals with Valor device.
According to their higher headquarters, the
951st performed the most dangerous and
difficult missions of any element assigned to
Task Force Pirate.

As the buses approached the city of
Tomahawk, where approximately 30 of the
unit’s Soldiers are based, the announcer on a
local radio station reported that the Soldiers
were near. Soon people could be seen lining
the roads, signs and flags in hand. A portion of
Wisconsin Avenue in downtown Tomahawk
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was closed off to allow the Soldiers to step
off the bus and greet grateful residents, who
roared their appreciation like fans at Lambeau
Field.

The mood quieted as the buses pulled into
a cemetery, and the Soldiers filed out bearing
red, white and blue roses to pay their respects
to the family of Sgt. Ryan Adams. Capt.

Brian Barth, unit commander, presented the
family — father Pete, mother Jalene and sister
Amanda — with a Bronze Star with Valor
device posthumously awarded to Sgt. Adams.
In turn, Pete gave each Soldier a memorial
packet containing an angel pin, an elastic
green bracelet and a photo of Sgt. Adams,
likely from his days in basic training.

One more show of respect for Sgt. Adams
remained. As the buses entered Rhinelander,
Barth and Fulton stopped to visit the Veterans
Memorial marker outside City Hall, where
Adams’ name was freshly engraved.

Hundreds of people lined the streets of
Rhinelander to cheer the Soldiers as they
passed, and hundreds more jammed the
Rhinelander High School gym for the brief
welcome home ceremony, emceed by Spc.
Berth.

Capt. Barth commended his unit in front of
family and friends.

“l want to tell you that these Sappers
have seen the toughest circumstances to
work under, and they handled it in the most
professional way,” Barth told the audience.

Senior leaders in the Wisconsin National
Guard also praised the Sappers for their
courage and determination.

“l want you to know how absolutely proud
we are of your service,” said Brig. Gen. Mark
Anderson, commander of the Wisconsin Army
National Guard. “They bore the brunt of what
the Task Force Pirates were given, because they
were the finest Soldiers within that task force.”

Brig. Gen. Donald Dunbar, adjutant general
of Wisconsin, ranked the Sappers high in the
pantheon of Wisconsin Guard units.

“The 951st is one of Wisconsin’s finest,”
he said. “They performed superbly. They once
again put Wisconsin’s mark on the defense of
this country.” &
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Photo 1: Gov. Jim Doyle greets members
of the Wisconsin Air National Guard’s
115th Fighter Wing Nov. 12 as they
return to Madison from a two-month
deployment to Iraq. Wisconsin Air National
Guard photos by Master Sgt. Dan Richardson
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Photo 2: Jared Lenzendorf, son of Maj.
James Lenzendorf, an F-16 pilot with
the 115th Fighter Wing in Madison,
holds a sign as he waits patiently for
his dad at a reunion ceremony Nov. 12.

Wisconsin Alr Guard unit returms

Members of the Wisconsin Air National
Guard’s 115th Fighter Wing returned to
Madison Nov. 12 following a two-month
deployment to Iraq.

A steady stream of smiling faces exited
the plane and shook hands with Gov. Jim
Doyle, Brig. Gen. Don Dunbar, adjutant
general of Wisconsin, and Brig. Gen. John
McCoy, deputy adjutant general for Air.
Most echoed the sentiment uttered by
Tech. Sgt. Todd Cottrill.

“It went great,” he said moments after
exiting the plane. “We did really well —
better than expected.”

Lt. Col. Erik Peterson, deployment
commander, agreed.

“The mission was 100 percent
successful,” he said.

The unit deployed approximately
200 members and 12 F-16 fighter jets in
September as part of its scheduled Air
Expeditionary Force rotation. The unit
supported ground forces in Iraq with non-
traditional intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance missions — essentially
helping look for insurgents and roadside
bombs — as well as convoy and troop
support.

Peterson thanked each member of the

Tech. Sgt.
Matthew
Stai, an
aircraft
armament
systems
craftsman
with the

® 115th

% Fighter Wing
in Madison,
holds his
son Ethan
after
returning
home from
a two-month
deployment
to Iraq Nov.
| 12.

115th as they left the plane “for their good
attitude and great work during the entire
deployment.”

According to Lt. Col. Chris Rodel,
public affairs officer for the 115th Fighter
Wing, the deployed aviation package
flew 417 missions and tallied 1,625 flying
hours during what he termed as a safe,
uneventful deployment with no significant
actions reported. He noted that the unit’s
aircraft maintainers kept the fighter jets at
a higher rate of readiness than the average
in Irag.

Peterson recently met with Col.

Steven Bensend, commander of the
Wisconsin Army National Guard’s 32nd
Brigade Combat Team, during their Iraq
deployment.

“They’re looking forward to coming
home, too,” he told Gov. Doyle.

Approximately 20 members of the
115th volunteered to stay in Iraq and
assist the 132nd Fighter Wing, lowa Air
National Guard, who have taken over the
mission. The fighter jets are expected to
return sometime in December.

Most of the 115th Fighter Wing
maintained day-to-day operations at its
Truax Field base in Madison. &=
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Wisconsin Natlonal (Uard ground, Alr commanders meet in

IRAQ — While more than 3,200
Soldiers of the Wisconsin Army National
Guard’s 32nd Infantry Brigade Combat
Team have their boots on the ground in
Iraq, some of their fellow Guardsmen
from the state’s Air National Guard have
their jets in the sky overhead. It isn’t often
that aerial support for Army Guard ground
troops comes from an Air Guard unit from
the same state, but for the past two months
about 300 members of Wisconsin’s
Madison-based 115th Fighter Wing are in
Iraq with about a dozen F-16 fighters.

The two top commanders — Army
Guard Col. Steven Bensend and Air Guard
Lt. Col. Erik Peterson — met at an air
base in Iraq as the fighter unit was nearing
completion of its mission here.

“It really hits home because you are
protecting, you’re helping the guys that
you fight with every day back home,
the guys that you live with everyday,”
Peterson said. “You’re basically putting a
face to the people on the ground that you
are supporting.”

Bensend called it “very comforting”
to know Wisconsin Air National Guard
troops are helping to protect the Soldiers
of his 32nd Brigade.

“Knowing that there are Wisconsin
pilots in those planes protecting us is a
great feeling,” Bensend said. “Not very
often do we get to say “Yeah, | know that
guy...and he knows I’m down here.””

It takes a lot more than just pilots
to keep the F-16s flying. Most of the
approximately 300 Air Guard personnel
provide support on the ground to keep
the jets in the air. They also understand
the troops their aircraft are supporting are
fellow Wisconsinites.

“It definitely gives you a purpose
when they are your own guys,” said Staff
Sgt. Tim Blommel, an egress systems
maintenance specialist who was working
on one of the jet’s ejection seats inside a
maintenance hangar.

The 115th Fighter Wing is not
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Photo 1: Lt. Col. Erik Peterson (left) explains the mission
of the 115th Fighter Wing to Col. Steven Bensend at an air
base in Iraq. Wisconsin Army National Guard photos by Spc. Tyler

Lasure

deployed in its entirety, with most of the
wing maintaining operations at Truax
Field in Madison. The deployed fighter
package’s mission includes around-the-
clock overwatch, reconnaissance, and both

Photo 2: Wisconsin Army National Guard Soldiers of the
32nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team look over one of the
Wisconsin Air National Guard’s F-16 fighters at an air base
in Iraq.

counter IED and counter mortar support.
“I think it’s a pretty great experience
for all of us,” Peterson said. “You know
every time we come over here we are
focused on helping the guys on the ground

and we see that as our primary mission
while we are here.”
“If we know that we’ve saved just one
life, that makes it for us,” Peterson said.
The troops on the ground agree. &=
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HAIL TO THE CHIE: Wisconsm Guard support presidental vt

The first visit by a sitting president to Madison in 59
years began at the Wisconsin Air National Guard’s 115th
Fighter Wing, based at Truax Field in Madison.

President Barack Obama’s time at the base was brief
— he exited Air Force One, smiled and saluted Col. Joe
Brandemuehl, 115th Fighter Wing commander, before
greeting Gov. Jim Doyle and Jessica Doyle, Madison
Mayor Dave Cieslewicz, Dane County Executive
Kathleen Falk and Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett. The
president then entered his limousine and the motorcade
departed for Wright Middle School, the destination of his
visit.

But preparing for a presidential visit, even a brief
one, takes time and considerable coordination between
agencies. Brandemuehl was impressed with how
compartmentalized the planning process is.

“The Secret Service, Marine One, Air Force One, the
White House staff — everybody has their expertise and
they don’t go outside their lane,” he explained.

The day began early, and even the local civilian media
arrived hours before Air Force One touched down. Local
law enforcement provided additional security at the
fighter wing. The joke on base was that security was so
tight that not even a mouse could move.

Brandemuehl said that there wasn’t an area on base
that wasn’t involved with President Obama’s visit.

The base security force worked closely with the Secret
Service, the unit fuel truck refueled Air Force One, F-16
fighter jets were moved to make room for Air Force One.
“That’s just what you saw today,” he said. Two F-16s
which began a training mission Wednesday morning
could not return to Truax while Air Force One was there,
and landed at Volk Field. They were expected to return to
base Thursday.

In addition, the Wisconsin Army National Guard
supported the visit with site survey and reconnaissance
flights by its aviation unit in Madison. The 54th Civil
Support Team — augmented by CST personnel from the
Minnesota and Illinois National Guard — also performed
vehicle sweeps and air sampling. Personnel from the
Provost Marshal’s Office assisted with area security,
and the Guard’s public affairs team provided press and
protocol support.

Brandemuehl said he was humbled to greet the
president when he arrived.

“l was representing not only the Wing, but the
National Guard and the state,” he said. “I was the face of
everyone in the base and the state that supported bringing
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PHOTO 1: President Barack Obama greets Col. Joe
Brandemuehl, commander of the Wisconsin Air
National Guard’s 115th Fighter Wing, as he prepares
to enter his limousine to visit Madison’s Wright
Middle School Nov. 4. Wisconsin Air National Guard photo
by Master Sgt. Dan Richardson

his aircraft here.”

Prior to the president’s arrival, military personnel on
base were able to get a close look at one of the VH-60N
presidential helicopters, better known as Marine One
when the president is on board. According to Marine Maj.
Brian Gahagan, pilot, the helicopter —part of a fleet of
28 — was at the base to support the president’s visit.

“This is the best part of the job,” Gahagan said as he
explained the presidential aircraft to Airmen, Soldiers and
civilians.

PHOTO 2: VH-60N Marine One stands ready in an
aircraft shelter of the 115th Fighter Wing in Madison,
during a visit by President Barak Obama Nov. 4. His
arrival marked the first time a sitting president has
visited the city of Madison in nearly 60 years. Wisconsin
Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Paul Gorman

According to Brandemuehl, feedback about the visit
was positive.

“We provided exceptional support,” he said. “[The
White House staff] said this is one of the best locations,
in terms of support, they’ve come to in the past several
years.

“There’s a lot that goes into it, but our people are
doing what they were trained to do,” he continued.
“People knew what they needed to do and they did it.
That’s why we excelled at orchestrating this.” &
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Air Guard secunty Iorces lour Wheel thelr oy through fraining

Tech. Sgt. Don Nelson
115th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

VOLK FIELD - Training on a
Wisconsin Air National Guard drill
weekend incorporates many different
activities. For the members of the 115th
Fighter Wing Security Forces Squadron,
that training includes an opportunity to
“rip it up” in the dirt for a couple hours on
the back of an all-terrain-vehicle at Volk
Field Combat Readiness Training Center’s
ATV training area.

Force protection is a major component
of the mission of a security forces Airman
and ATVs are used as a tool to further
their efforts, according to Tech. Sgt. Max
Fortin of the 115th SFS. Fortin is one of
the trainers certified by the ATV Safety
Institute to instruct both civilian and
military people on how to operate a 450-
plus pound four-wheeled machine.

Security forces members are required
to know how to operate an ATV in various
environments. While 115th SFS Airmen
do receive some minimal training at Truax
Air National Guard Base in Madison, the
terrain is not varied enough to give the
rider a complete feel of what the machines
are capable of.

“Training at Volk is just a better
environment because of the terrain and the
amount of space available for training,”
Fortin said. “We can teach more uses of
the ATV and better ways to ride here.”

The training course is designed to
teach the most inexperienced rider the
basics of operating an ATV. The course
taught at Volk typically includes some of
the newest security forces Airmen whose
experience ranges from never having
ridden an ATV to experienced racers.

Fortin said the training is very
important to everyone, even those who
have ridden all their life because the
security forces job may require the rider to
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operate the machine in a way that the rider
has never experienced before. The only
way to train to for those situations is to
ensure they are comfortable with the ATV,
he said.

“| teach them to be humble however,
because an ATV is capable of much more
than | am able to train them to do,” Fortin
said. “They must learn to operate them
safely and respect the machines.”

For first timers, the course can seem
pretty daunting. Within the first 20
minutes of the class, the riders are taught
all the basics of the ATV and are spinning
their wheels in the dirt. For fresh-out-of-
technical-school Airman 1st Class Taho

Mou, a 115th SFS member, this training
was his first opportunity to ride an ATV.

“l am 5-foot 1-inch tall and weigh 140
pounds and this ATV has a lot of power,”
Mau said. “I do ride motorcycles, but this
is a little different.”

Another new member to the 115th SFS
family is Airman 1st Class Anthony Craft.
However, he is not new to ATVSs, having
ridden these machines since he was little
and races them as a civilian.

“Even though | have ridden ATVs most
my life, this training is good because it
applies directly to my job,” Craft said.
“The military ATVs are utility machines
that have much more power and are

; Photo 1: Airman 1st
Class Justin Padley
(left) awaits his turn
to navigate a hill with
his All Terrain Vehicle
during a training
course of instruction
at Volk Field Combat
Readiness Training
Center Nov. 1.
Wisconsin Air National
Guard photo by Staff
Sgt. Christen Bloomfield

Photo 2: A member
of the 115th Fighter
Wing Security
Forces jumps his

All Terrain Vehicle
over an obstacle at
Volk Field. 115th SF
Airmen attended this
training course to
learn how to operate
an ATV in various
environments, a
requirement for their
job. Wisconsin Air
National Guard photo
by Master Sgt. Dan
Richardson

heavier than the sport ATVs | typically
ride, so this class is very important for
me.”

Because the ATVs are such an essential
part of the security forces career field,
this training goes beyond just the basics
of operation of the ATV. As part of their
technical training for their career field, all
the security forces Airmen learn various
scenarios where having an ATV will give
them an advantage over an adversary.

“The ATVs are useful because we can
bring more equipment to an operation than
we could on foot,” Fortin said. “We can
also go places with these that we can’t go
with trucks.” Bz
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Photo 1: Airman 1st Class Angela
Peterson, fire team member with the
115th Fighter Wing Security Forces
performs a functional check of her
radio equipment prior to beginning a
combat training exercise at Volk Field,
Air National Guard Base, Camp Douglas
on Nov. 7. Wisconsin Air National Guard
photo by Tech Sgt. Don Nelson
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Photo 2: Senior Airman Leigh Downing
(right), fire team member with the
115th Fighter Wing Security Forces
pauses to relay coordinates to her
squad leader Staff Sgt Adam Dax
during a combat training exercise

at Volk Field on Nov. 7. Wisconsin Air
National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Paul
Gorman

Wisconsin Air Guard forces engage ‘enemy”

Airman 1st Class Ryan Roth
115th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

VOLK FIELD — Nearly 100 highly
trained enemy troops from the People’s
Liberation Forces attempted to infiltrate
Volk Field Combat Readiness Training
Center to disrupt base military operations.
Security Forces were the last line of
defense.

“You have no support. Besides
standard protocol, the rules of engagement
are like X-Box. Kill them all,” said
Master Sgt. Todd Weinberger, the non-
commissioned officer in charge of training
from the 115th Fighter Wing in Madison,
as he stood before the men and women of
the 115th Security Forces Squadron and
briefed them on a threat that needed their
immediate attention.

Thirty members of the 115th FW
SFS teamed up with members of the
128th CRTS SF at Volk Field to partake
in a training exercise Nov. 8 designed
to integrate newer members of SF and
improve combat training skills.

“This was a great opportunity to see
what we received from technical school,”
said Lt. Col. Brian Buhler, commander of
115th FW SFS. “We need to make sure
our Security Forces members stay sharp in
their combat training skills.”

To accomplish the day’s mission,
Security Forces must prevent the enemy
from gaining a foothold in the area.
Security Forces organized into fire teams
and patrolled the woods around the base
in search of the enemy, making sure to
practice the skills that one day could save
their lives.

“This drill weekend was about SF
working to integrate young Airmen into
the fold,” said Staff Sgt. Adam Dax,

a fire team member from the 115th
SFS. “Technical school teaches needed
techniques but working together in a
squad with the unit brings valuable
experience.”

A 360-degree perimeter of security
must be maintained at all times when SF
are in a fixed position or when they are

moving.

As one fire team maneuvered the
landscape in search of the enemy, their
squad leader Dax made corrections to
experienced and newer Airmen alike.

As SF worked together on team
movements and practiced battle drills
they become more comfortable working
with each other and more proficient with
executing their duties.

“Eventually the squad leader has to
speak or direct the troops less because
his fire team members know what is
expected,” Weinberger said.

The terrain at Volk Field is a
combination of many different training
environments including thick forest, open
fields, ponds, marshy areas and hills.
Leaves lay everywhere, fallen from the
empty trees above. As the squad moves
forward, their movements are broadcast
with each crunch beneath their combat
boots.

“Consideration of breaking twigs, the
sound of crunching leaves and talking are
some the things troops should be aware
of as they move through that type of
environment,” Weinberger said.

Each fire team is typically comprised
of about 13 Airmen and armed with M4
rifles and a M249 Squad Assault Weapon.

New Airmen benefit from length of
service by senior non-commissioned
officers with a variety of backgrounds. The
unit has plenty of knowledge including
service members who have experiences in
the Army, Marine Corps and civilian law
enforcement work, Dax said.

The suns sets before the day’s
operations cease. Still training, the SF
partake in a convoy movement that
encounters an enemy ambush at a fork in
the road. The dry taste of dust and diesel
fills the back of a truck as SF sit in back;
eyes peeled looking for the enemy.

Suddenly small arms fire from the PLF
erupts 60 yards off the road. As Airmen
jump out of the cargo trucks to take up
fighting positions, squad leaders yell cover
and flanking commands, while the Airmen
listen and develop their combat skills. &
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There are a lot of things Americans don't realize that makes the U.S.
worth fighting for.

Veteran Guard member now a US. iizen

Staff Sgt. Hannes Stieg, of the
Wisconsin Army National Guard’s 732nd
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion
headquarters element, has something
special to be thankful for — his new status
as a U.S. citizen.

“It’s been a long time in the making,”
he said from Camp Adder, Irag where he
works as a transportation management
non-commissioned officer. “It’s a huge
accomplishment.”

Stieg, 29, was born in Friedrichrohda,
East Germany. His family moved to
West Germany Nov. 9, 1989 — the night
the Berlin Wall came down. After his
parents separated, Stieg’s mother met an
American teacher in West Germany, and
they married. When he was 12, Stieg’s
family moved to Tomah. As their initial
six-month visitor’s visa expired, Stieg’s
family decided they liked living in Tomah
and applied for permanent alien resident
status, which was granted about one year
later.

Stieg enjoyed hunting, fishing and
other outdoor activities, which helped
him blend in with his new neighbors. He
said that he never looked at himself as
not being a citizen, and at age 17 joined
the Wisconsin Army National Guard.
His experiences abroad helped him to
appreciate his adopted country.

“There are a lot of things Americans
don’t realize that make the U.S. worth
fighting for,” he explained. “There are
a lot of great people — the values they
have, the way they treat each other is
different from other places. And the
opportunities we have here.”

The National Guard was Stieg’s
opportunity to pay for college, and it
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— Staff Sgt. Hannes Stieg

also proved to be his opportunity for
citizenship. He began the process during
his first Iraq deployment, as a member
of the Sparta-based 107th Maintenance
Company, but the deployment ended
before the paperwork was completed.

“1 kind of dropped the ball,” he
acknowledged.

He began the citizenship process again
with his second deployment, after learning
from military lawyers that the process
is expedited for deployed troops. He
completed his paperwork and studied for
the naturalization exams, which he said
was not easy.

“l don’t think the average American
could pass that test without studying,” he
said.

Stieg and many other deployed service
members took their oath of citizenship
during a ceremony Nov. 11 in Baghdad,
an event he described as “awesome.”

“These people didn’t grow up in
America,” he said. “To see all these
people believing in the U.S. as something
worth fighting for and worth more than
they came from makes me realize how
special this country is.” &.x

Staff Sgt. Hannes Stieg, a
transportation management non-
commissioned officer deployed with
the Wisconsin Army National Guard’s
732nd Combat Sustainment Support
Battalion, based in Tomah, became

a U.S. citizen during a naturalization
ceremony Nov. 11 in Baghdad. He was
born in East Germany but moved to
Tomah when he was 12. Wisconsin Army
National Guard photo
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Public affarrs team embeds with Security Forces for realisic training

Capt. Suzanne VanderWeyst
115th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

VOLK FIELD — “Cease fire!”

The firefight ends. Squad leaders
gather their members for accountability
and make sure all have enough water and
ammo for what they may encounter next.
Master Sgt. Dan Richardson recognizes
the opportunity to record an interview.

He brings one of his squad members
behind a large rock, integrating in the
brevity of the moment both the need to
conceal and cover and find good lighting
for his video shot. The sun is starting to go
down and Richardson knows this might
be one of the last interviews he can get for
his broadcast story. In the pressure of the
moment, there’s no room to forget details
like having the video camera on the wrong
settings.

Though the rounds shot were blanks,
the scenario was just as serious for
Richardson and two other 115th Fighter
Wing Public Affairs members engaging
in a first-time experience of embedding
with Security Forces during a 115th
Security Forces Squadron combat skills
training exercise at the Volk Field Combat
Readiness Training Center, Nov 7.

Their mission was to get the story
under the stress of learning how to
navigate in a combat environment, while
simultaneously providing Security Forces
Airmen training on escorting people who
aren’t necessarily security experts, said
Richardson, 115th FW PA manager and
broadcaster.

“We didn’t really know what to expect
when we came up with this idea a few
weeks back,” Richardson said. “It was
good training for us to work on being able
to do our job while under the pressures
of looking out for threats, making sure
you’re back behind the person who’s
escorting you and doing exactly what they
need you to do.”

Opposite Richardson’s squad, Master
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Photo 1: Master Sgt. Dan Richardson
(left), broadcaster with the 115th
Fighter Wing in Madison, videotapes
as Senior Airmen Nathan Ortiz
engages in a firefight during a Security
Forces exercise at Volk Field Combat
Readiness Training Center Nov. 7.
Wisconsin Air National Guard photo by Tech.
Sgt. Don Nelson

Sgt. Paul Gorman gathered photo imagery
and Airman 1st Class Ryan Roth recorded
print interviews while attached to the

2nd Squad composed of Airmen from the
115th SFS and the CRTC SF.

Each squad had to first navigate
through difficult terrain on combat patrols,
meet their required checkpoints and deter
threats, all within a strict timeframe. The
routes were orchestrated in such a way
that the two squads would inevitably
cross paths and engage in combat. Once
the patrols ended, both squads mounted
vehicles and convoyed to their final
objective where they came under ambush
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Photo 2: Airman 1st Class Ryan Roth,
journalist with the 115th Fighter
Wing in Madison, watches his field
of fire for threats during a Security
Forces exercise at Volk Field Combat
Readiness Training Center Nov. 7.
Wisconsin Air National Guard photo by Master
Sgt. Paul Gorman

and heavy fire.

“I thought it was unique,” Roth said.
“Being a journalist, you’re always trying
to get the story from the person you’re
interviewing except we’re part of the
story now. We’re with them and you know
exactly what they’re talking about because
we experienced their patrols, what they
did in navigation, the importance of 360
defense and all of it. It was great!”

However, Roth said he also found it
difficult to ask the right questions and find
the story while being part of the greater
mission of the patrol and convoy. Lessons
learned for next time.

Beyond the advantage of an insider
viewpoint, PA members gained
experiential understanding of equipment
needs in combat situations where they
may need to lay prone in defense position
or dismount a vehicle quickly.

“The greatest benefit for a PA
photojournalist or broadcaster is learning
how to handle the equipment and a
firearm simultaneously and what apparel
or accessory equipment you can use that
will make that prospect of being able to
handle both more feasible and useful,”
Gorman said. “I learned a lot of things
we have and that I tried here don’t work
and as a result, I know what to look for
next time and how to make that process
run smoother. I think that’s tremendously
beneficial.”

From Security Forces’ leadership
viewpoint, the concept of embedding PA
in their combat skills training held similar
value.

“The reality is you see civilian news
agencies with military and the idea that
we have kind of a noncombatant you’re
responsible for, who doesn’t necessarily
have all the training, brings an added
responsibility for the squad leader and the
members of the squad,” said Master Sgt.
Todd Weinberger, 115th SFS unit training
manager. “It’s certainly a good training
tool for public affairs personnel to be with
ours so our Security Forces can get a good
taste of what that might be like.”

Though none of the 31 SF Airmen
going through the training have ever had
to embed media within their unit when
deployed in a combat environment,
Weinberger said training should be
forward thinking.

“It’s the idea that we always train
for the possibilities of the potential of
something happening and certainly
this is an added chapter to what our
responsibilities include and things we
have to consider,” Weinberger said. &2
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Families of deployed Wisconsin Guardsmen coninue to qive back

Volunteers from the 32nd Infantry
Brigade Combat Team’s Family Readiness
Group are still moving forward with
plans to give back to their units” home
communities. And if lead volunteer Janell
Kellett has her way, the community
service initiative will continue even
after the Red Arrow Soldiers are back in
Wisconsin.

“’Moving Forward, Giving Back’ is a
continuous cycle — you’re always doing
it,” Kellett said of the campaign which
began in May 2008, when the brigade
began preparing for its current Operation
Iraqi Freedom deployment. “It will never
stop. We don’t want it to be just for the
deployment.”

The initiative was developed to
bring together families of Soldiers who
have deployed in the past with families
experiencing their first deployment, as
well as to provide a focus outside of
deployment concerns.

“By focusing on what we can do for
others, it really has helped us get through
this deployment,” she explained. “It gets
you through the next few weeks, and
then the next few weeks, and then the
year. When | think about the next event,
it really makes me happy — during a
deployment, there’s not much to make you
happy.” _ _

Typically, family readiness groups for
the subordinate units of the 32nd Brigade
have assisted service organizations with
their projects, and partnered with local
food and coat drives. Other projects
include raising nearly $1,900 for breast
cancer research, sponsoring an “Angel
Tree” family for Christmas, donating bags
of school supplies to the Waupun School
System, painting a United Way building,
placing flags around Auburndale, planting
trees for Earth Day in Sun Prairie, hosting
a children’s carnival at the National Guard
armory in Portage, working the Red Cross
station at the central Wisconsin State Fair
and cleaning highway roadsides.

“I’ve been really impressed with our

@ease Crgmnas

Kathy Schmidt, right, prepares to emplace flags around Portage for Independence
Day with fellow volunteers Aiden and Lexi Grawvunder (foreground). Schmidt is
lead volunteer for the Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion 120th Field Artillery family
readiness group, part of the network of family readiness groups in the Wisconsin
Army National Guard’s 32nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team. The groups are
participating in a community service initiative called “Moving Forward, Giving

Back” while their family members are deployed. Submitted photo

volunteers and families,” Kellett said.

“It’s been very motivating for [them]. I
don’t know if they were expecting the

positive results they got.”

One recent example is Project: Iraqi
Freedom, a massive drive for food,
clothing and school supplies to be
delivered to more than 400 Iragi children
and their families. Members of the 32nd
Brigade family readiness groups collected
more than 3,200 pounds of donated food,
clothing, shoes, hygiene items, games,
books, soccer balls and toys, donated
from individuals and groups throughout

Wisconsin and across the country.

Maj. John Oakley, deployed with the
brigade’s 2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry,
told family group volunteers in a recent
e-mail that the project did more than just
help out Iragi families.

“I believe that, in conjunction with
the water, security and building projects,
this was just another way to help build
and restore a nation,” Oakley wrote, “and
ultimately help to bring all of the men and
women serving in the armed forces back
to their families.”

Another recent project, conducted at

the Oct. 18 Tailgating with the Troops
event at the Alliant Energy Center in
Madison, resulted in 790 pounds of food
and $160 cash collected for Second
Harvest Food Bank, which will provide
more than 1,750 meals.

Kellett has asked for volunteers from
throughout the Wisconsin National Guard,
both Army and Air, to assist the Salvation
Army in their bell-ringing campaigns in
Appleton, Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire,
Fond du Lac, Green Bay, Kenosha,
Madison, Manitowoc, Milwaukee,
Sheboygan and Waukesha. She is seeking
volunteers for two-hour shifts Nov. 20
until Dec. 24. Her goal is for volunteers to
ring bells for a total of 10,000 minutes —
one minute for each Soldier and Airman in
the Wisconsin National Guard.

Family volunteers will also assist
the Allied Food Pantry in Madison with
packaging and delivering Thanksgiving
dinners Nov. 21.

“We don’t want to give the impression
that we want something from you,”
Kellett said. “We want to help — we want
to work with you, to give back.”

This is what military families have
always done, she continued.

“[Military families] are contributing to
the community, to the National Guard and
its mission,” she said. “When we serve,
we serve as a family — it’s not just the
Soldier.”

Kellett praised the family readiness
group lead volunteers as well.

“It can be a full-time job,” she
acknowledged. “Even when you’re not
‘working,” you’re thinking ahead. It’s
very time consuming, but nothing that
the people who did this before us didn’t
have to do. | know our military leadership
appreciate it — it feels good to know they
appreciate our volunteers.”

Community members looking to
support the troops are encouraged to
contact the family readiness group at
their local armory, or the Family Program
Office at 1-800-292-9464. &=
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(18th A Refueling Wing to ge
Improved weapons tainnig site

Senior Airman Ryan Kuntze
128th Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

Construction is underway at the Wisconsin Air
National Guard’s 128th Air Refueling Wing base at
Milwaukee’s Gen. Mitchell Field, where the current
Combat Arms Training and Maintenance range will be
replaced with a $957,000 expanded range facility.

Replacement of the CATM range started around the
middle of October and progress has been steady, said Bill
Jasinski, the 128th Civil Engineer Squadron real property
manager.

An upgraded facility was necessary to consolidate the
range facilities inside one building, Jasinski said. The
expanded facility will be 4,000 square feet, whereas the
previous range facility was only 1,200 square feet, he
said.

The old CATM range only allowed for eight students
per class, while the new range will allow security forces
to train more Airmen per class and reduce the number of
classes taught each year, according to Tech. Sgt. Anthony
Harvey, a 128th Security Forces combat arms instructor.

The expanded range will also include a combat arms
training simulator, offering Airmen an opportunity
for remedial weapons training without the use of live
ammunition, Harvey said.

During ammunition shortfalls, the CATS system can
be used to qualify Airmen on a weapons platform, Harvey
said. This situational adaptation for the CATS system will
only be available for select personnel, though, he said.

“The Combat Arms Training Simulator will allow us
to train for specific scenarios,” Harvey said.

Such scenarios include quick-reaction environments,
where a threat has to be identified and properly engaged
in a very short period of time.

“Nothing is better than live fire training, but this will
maintain the necessary shooting skills,” Harvey said.

Weapons skills gained by using the CATS system will
provide a comfort level for Airmen, Harvey said,which
they can take overseas to forward operating locations.

The CATS system is not limited to 128th Airmen,
either.

“Qur plan is to allow local agencies to use the
simulator,” Harvey said.

The expanded CATM and CATS range is expected to
be complete by June 2010. B
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Members of the Milwaukee-based 128th Air Refueling Wing Headquarters Element, Wisconsin Air National
Guard, take part in the Veterans Day Parade in downtown Milwaukee Nov. 7. As a show of support for the
holiday, military members of the 128th volunteered to walk in the parade and spend time with the community.

Wisconsin Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Jeremy Wilson

Wisconsin Air Guard members part of Veterans Day parade

Senior Airman Ryan Kuntze
128th Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

Twenty-two Airmen from the Wisconsin Air National
Guard’s 128th Air Refueling Wing joined locally-
stationed service members and several veterans groups
from throughout Southeastern Wisconsin during a
Veterans Day parade Saturday, Nov. 7.

The parade took place in downtown Milwaukee,
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starting at 11 a.m. at the intersection of Fourth Street and
Kilbourn Avenue, and ending at the War Memorial on the
lakeshore. Following the parade, state service members
joined other veterans for a luncheon at the War Memorial.

“The public support was outstanding,” said Lt. Col.
Winston Hainsworth, the 128th Air Refueling Wing
comptroller. “What | found interesting was the public
thanking us, and us thanking them for supporting us
today.” @
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Red Arrow Brgade olders making o dlllerence 05 end of deployment in ight

Lt. Col. Tim Donovan
32nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team

BAGHDAD — When detainees at
Camp Cropper want to get under the
skin of guard force Soldiers from the
829th Engineer Company, they employ a
tactic that would be more at home along
the St. Croix River than inside a theater
internment facility in Irag: they needle
the Wisconsin Guard troops about Brett
Favre’s success as a Minnesota Viking.

It seems the Green Bay Packers logos
that sprouted up all over Camp Cropper
since May tipped off detainees that Packer
fans were in the house. It’s a small world.

The 3,200 men and women of the
32nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team
have accomplished a lot during their
time in Iraq so far: big accomplishments
like closing the largest detention
facility on Earth at Camp Bucca; small
accomplishments like winning the flag
football championship at Camp Cropper.

And wherever they are serving in
Irag, Red Arrow Soldiers are making a
difference.

Here is what some of our units want
their Wisconsin hometowns to know about
their service in Iraq — the big things, the
small things, and all of the individual and
organizational accomplishments in between.

Company A, 132nd Brigade Support
Battalion (Janesville, Elkhorn)

Few Soldiers on forward operating
bases in Iraq deal with a more diverse
group of customers than those who work
in the convoy staging lanes. At Camp
Bucca, this is a 24-hour, seven-day-a-
week operation that supports all military
and civilian convoys either entering or
departing the southern Iraq base. In a
typical day, staging lanes personnel from
Alpha Company, 132nd Brigade Support
Battalion receive and stage as many as
40 civilian trucks that haul everything
from fuel to mail to hamburger patties
for the camp’s Burger King restaurant.
By deployment’s end, the Janesville and
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Photo 1: Children at a school in Safwan
lined up in October to receive gifts
sent to them from six U.S. states and
distributed by soldiers of Appleton’s
2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry. About
3,200 pounds of donated materials
were collected for residents of Safwan
and nearby Umm Qasr in southern Iraq.
Submitted photo

Elkhorn-based troops will have processed
more than 3,000 trucks with drivers from
Vietnam, Pakistan, Turkey, India, the
Philippines, Iraq and Kuwait, to name a few.
Spc. Michael Vallarta, West Allis,
describes the most challenging part of this
mission as “dealing with people who don’t
speak English, and then they get mad at
you for not understanding what they are
saying.” Vallarta said the language barrier
can cause both sides to get frustrated with
each other, and cultural differences make
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Photo 2: As close to “Miller Time” as
they can get in Iraq, Spc. Cliff Cornell
and Sgt. Andrew Wagoner make a trash
run through Compound 3’s Main Street.
Packers logos can be seen all over
Camp Cropper and detainees frequently
joke about Brett Favre’s success as a
Minnesota Viking to tease the 829th
Engineer Company’s guard force. 829th
Engineer Company photo

it even more difficult for female Soldiers
who often have a harder time getting male
truck drivers to follow their instructions.

The best part of the staging lanes
mission, according to Spc. Ashley Mullis,
Whitewater: “It’s bonding with other
Soldiers.” Mullis says it is much easier to
get to know the other Soldiers in the unit
when they work closely together every day.

Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 2nd Battalion, 127th
Infantry (Appleton)

Soldiers from Appleton’s 2nd
Battalion, 127th Infantry knew from their
2006 deployment that residents of the
southern Iraqi cities of Safwan and Umm
Qasr led difficult lives, so even before
the battalion’s current deployment began,
plans were underway to help them.

More than 3,200 pounds of school
supplies, toys, clothes and hygiene items
were donated from Wisconsin and five
other states, and by August the packages
started rolling in from families, co-
workers, businesses, church groups and
community organizations.

The items were divided up and delivered
to each of the cities at the end of October.

“It was amazing to see the number of
children lined up, their eyes all excited as
they paraded through the line receiving
the items,” said Maj. John Oakley,
Appleton. “With the donations we were
able to help 400 families.”

32nd Military Police Company
(Milwaukee, Oconomowoc)

A dozen Soldiers of the Milwaukee and
Oconomowoc-based 32nd Military Police
Company were recently honored by Brig.
Gen. David Quantock for their efforts
in transporting 2,882 Iraqi government
prisoners during one eight-day period
in September. Quantock reminded the
Soldiers of the importance of their mission
and the vital role it plays in turning over
the last of the detainees in U.S. custody
to the government of Irag and moving
the U.S. closer to closing all of its theater
internment facilities in Irag.

As the 32nd Brigade’s Soldiers head
into the final two months of their time
overseas, the change of seasons in Iraq is
attempting to prepare them for their return
to Wisconsin. The high temperature in
Baghdad Nov. 18 was only 62 degrees and
the overnight low is forecast to be down
around 40.

They’ll be ready for Wisconsin. &=

Read the entire story at
http://dma.wi.gov/dma/
news/2009News/32_BCT_09-026.asp
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A bright idea for (28¢h Al Refueling Wing

Capt. John Capra
128th Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

The 128th Air Refueling Wing is improving its energy
efficiency by replacing older, less efficient street lights with
new high efficient Light-Emitting Diode (LED) lights. In an
effort to reduce the base power demand, this initiative is in
response to a presidential executive order requiring all federal

agencies to reduce energy intensity by three percent each year,

totaling 30 percent by the end of fiscal year 2015 compared to
the baseline set in 2003.

Gen. Mitchell Air National Guard Base, home to the 128th
Air Refueling Wing, recently replaced 114 street lights on its
installation which consume about 50 percent less energy than
the previous high-pressure sodium light fixtures. The new
lighting also provides more sustained lumens (brightness) and
offers a wider color spectrum which contributes to a safer and
more secure installation. 7=
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At rlght new, LED Ilghts recently
installed'atthe/Wisconsin Air/National
Guard’s 128th Air, Refueling Wing in
Milwaukee will provide more sustained
lumens (brightness) and offer a wider,
color. spectrum which will contribute to
a safer and more secure installation.
Wisconsin Air National Guard photo by Capt.
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Airman 1st Class Ryan Poth
115th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

VOLK FIELD CRTC — An
explanation of what a BAK-12 is might as
well be written in Greek for many people,
but when explained using a comparison
from the movie “Top Gun,” it might be
translated more clearly. The year was
1986. Lt. Pete “Maverick” Mitchell
circled the USS Enterprise as he prepared
to land the aircraft. On the flight deck
was a cable, tightly strung across the
metal deck. As Maverick approached, he
released an arresting hook from the rear
of the aircraft. When the hook and cable
connected, the system had one purpose: to
safely stop the pilot and plane.

Just like on an aircraft carrier, a cable is
run across most military runways to stop
certain aircraft. Unlike an aircraft carrier,
a Barrier Arrestment Kit-12 at Volk Field
Combat Readiness Training Center is used
only as a last resort when pilots are unable
to stop an aircraft on their own.

Members of the 115th Fighter Wing
from Madison and the 128th Air Control
Squadron at Volk Field recertified two
BAK-12 systems during the October
guard drill weekend here.

“Each BAK-12 must be certified once
a year and put through a comparable
test that it would receive in a real-world
landing where an aircraft has difficulties
stopping,” said Master Sgt. Darrell Miller,
a crew chief from the 115th FW.

A BAK-12, just like an aircraft carrier
arrestment system, can save a life, prevent
the loss of military equipment and give
assurance to pilots should their aircraft
experience maintenance issues.

“The BAK-12 has to accommodate
all possibilities,” said Lt. Col. Nick
Radney, an F-16 fighter pilot from the
115th. “There are lots of different aircraft
that use Volk Field. If an aircraft has an
emergency situation, the pilot knows he
will be able to stop the aircraft on the
runway.”

With a weight of 29,000 pounds and at
a speed of almost 110 mph, Radney and
the F-16 he piloted came safely to a stop
after both tests of the BAK-12, one on
each end of the runway.
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With a weight of
29,000 pounds
and a speed

of almost 110
MPH, Lt. Col.
Nick Radney, a
pilot with the
115th Fighter
Wing in Madison,
brings an F-16
Fighting Falcon
safely to a stop
after a test of the
Barrier Arresting
Kit 12, a system
designed to be
“hooked” by an
aircraft if needed
to stop the
aircraft. Wisconsin
Air National Guard
photos by Tech Sgt.
Don Nelson

As a former Navy pilot of F-18
Hornets, Radney has experience using
cables to land on aircraft carriers. Unlike
a carrier landing, however, the F-16 came
to a smooth stop over a distance of 1,200
feet.

F-16s are unable to use a carrier-based
arrestment system due to the design of
the plane. A carrier arrestment system is
designed to stop an aircraft in less than
350 feet. An F-18 is more bulky than an
F-16, which gives the F-16 much better

Photo 1: Staff Sgt. Jordan Jensen,
a crew chief with the 115th Fighter
Wing in Madison, resets the tail hook

on an F-16 Fighting Falcon that is used

to “hook” the Barrier Arresting Kit
12 cable installed at the end of each
runway, a system designed to stop an
aircraft.

Photo 2: The Barrier Arresting Kit 12
cable installed at the end of each

runway is designed to stop an aircraft.
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maneuverability but also makes it unable
to take the strain of a carrier landing,
Radney said.

The BAK-12 cable has to
accommodate many different types
of aircraft and many different speeds,
whether it is a very light and small aircraft
or a heavy aircraft fully loaded with fuel
and munitions.

There are many aircraft that can utilize
the barrier system should they need it,
Radney said. Included are planes with a
tail hook system like the F-15 and F-16,
and even many foreign aircraft, he added.

For a pilot, the BAK-12 gives peace of
mind and ensures the plane will come to a
safe stop.

“One of the great things about having
the barrier system out there is that no
matter what potential maintenance
problem might occur, as long as | can get
myself back to the field, I can get myself
stopped with the arresting hook,” Radney
said. “Thankfully, I have never needed to
use the arresting hook because of the fine
maintenance crew and the quality of the
F-16.” B2
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Brig. Gen. John McCoy, deputy adjutant general for
Air, presents a plaque to retired Brig. Gen. John Croft
during a Nov. 7 ceremony to mark Croft’s induction
into the Wisconsin Air National Guard Hall of Fame.
Wisconsin Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Jamie Mills

Croft inducted into Hall of Fame

Retired Brig. Gen. John R. Croft, Crystal Lake, III.,
was inducted into the Wisconsin Air National Guard Hall
of Fame during a Nov. 7 ceremony at The Esquire Club
in Madison.

Croft was commissioned through the Reserve Officers
Training Corps (ROTC) program, where he was a cadet
colonel, commander and distinguished graduate, and
began his military career as a second lieutenant in 1972.
He served more than six years of active duty in the
U.S. Air Force and flew as a KC-135 tanker pilot in the
earliest flight tests of the air refueling system for the C-5.

@ease ﬂw

Meritorious service

He left active duty and joined the 128th Air Refueling
Group of the Wisconsin Air National Guard in 1979.
He flew 46 combat support missions during the Persian
Gulf War, including two missions on the first day of the
war. He later served as operations officer and director
of operations at State Headquarters. In 1999 he was
operations group commander for the 128th Air Refueling
Wing when it deployed for the Kosovo conflict.
Following a brief term as wing vice-commander, he was
assigned as state Air Guard chief of staff in March 2001,
an assignment he held until his retirement in 2004.

Croft’s superior leadership, devotion to Airmen
who served under his command and his dedication
to the 128th Air Refueling Wing and the Joint Force
Headquarters left a profound impact on the legacy of
excellence for those units.

Croft is the 59th inductee to the Wisconsin Air
National Guard Hall of Fame, which was established
in 1982 to honor the special contributions officers and
enlisted members make to the overall success of the
Wisconsin Air National Guard. &=

Soldier earns NGB award

A senior non-commissioned officer assigned to the
Wisconsin National Guard’s Joint Force Headquarters
in Madison received the 2009 Chief, National Guard
Bureau’s Outstanding Achievement Award for his
contributions to the National Guard’s state mission.

Master Sgt. Damien Schuerman, current operations
NCO in charge with the joint staff’s operations
directorate, said he was selected for his contributions
to the Wisconsin National Guard’s domestic operations
during the 2009 fiscal year.

Schuerman was nominated for the award by his
supervisor, Maj. David May.

“He’s been involved in every domestic-level response
— you name it — for the past year,” May said. “The
Kentucky ice storm, ‘Operation Fargo,’ all the way back
to the [2008] floods, he’s been the critical guy in every
response activity.”

May said Schuerman plays a key role in developing
personnel in the directorate, as well as revising policies
and procedures, and functions as the senior enlisted
advisor.

Schuerman said it was an honor to receive the award.

“Professionally, | realize it is an individual award, but
[1] also know that I am a member of a team. Without the
efforts of those Soldiers and Airmen, | could never have
earned this award.”
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Schuerman also cited his wife for her understanding of
the time and effort required to accomplish his job.
Schuerman received the award Friday, Nov. 20
during the National Guard Bureau’s joint senior leader
conference in the Washington D.C. area. &=

Soldier now a citizen

Sgt. Anna Duncan is congratulated by Lt. Gen.
Charles H. Jacoby Jr. after she is sworn in as a
citizen of the United States Nov. 11 at Al-Faw
Palace near Baghdad. Duncan, a native of the
Caribbean island nation of St. Lucia, is assigned
to Kenosha-based Company B, 257th Brigade
Support Battalion. Submitted photo
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Tricare HIN1 immunization policy

Immunizations against the HIN1 virus will soon
be available, and people are eager to take precautions.
Tricare Prime, Standard and Extra beneficiaries can get
their shots from network and non-network providers
without paying a deductible or making a copayment.

A temporary waiver allows retired Tricare Prime
enrollees to get the HIN1 immunization from non-
network providers without a referral or authorization,
eliminating point-of-service charges. Prime enrollees will
not be charged a co-payment or cost share. Tricare for
Life beneficiaries must follow Medicare rules regarding
H1N1 vaccine. Medicare will pay for administering the
H1N1 vaccine, but not the HIN1 vaccine itself if it is
supplied to providers free of charge. Payment will be
subject to normal billing and payment rules that apply to
influenza vaccine.

Preventive medicine is a very important part of
Tricare’s goal of keeping retirees and families healthy,
said Rear Adm. Christine Hunter, deputy director of the
Tricare Management Activity.

“To that end, we make getting vaccinated as
convenient and affordable as possible,” she said.
“Beneficiaries should talk to their primary care manager
if they have any questions about the HIN1 vaccine or
other vaccines.”

The vaccine for the seasonal flu is not expected to
protect against HLN1, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention; therefore, immunization
for the 2009 HINT1 strain is recommended. Both vaccines
can be administered on the same day.

CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices recommends that everyone get the HIN1
vaccine, but for certain groups the vaccination is more
critical. These include:

* Pregnant women;

* People who live with or care for children younger
than 6 months;

* Healthcare and emergency medical services
personnel;

* Everyone between the ages of 6 months and 24
years;

* People ages 25 through 64 with chronic health
disorders or compromised immune systems; and

* Older people with diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
asthma or HIV.

Tricare Web site: Visit http://tricare.mil/flg or go to the

(6

Visit http://fhp.osd.mil/aiWatchboard/index.js
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Pearl Harbor Day planned

Each year the governor proclaims Dec. 7 as Pearl
Harbor Day in Wisconsin. Ceremonies are being planned
to take place on Dec. 7 at the Wisconsin Veterans Home
at King at 7:30 a.m. and at the Wisconsin Veterans Home
in Union Grove at 10:30 a.m. To see informati bout

.Lh:;&mammumf_&ad_tlajbor Day, go to
WisVets.com/PearlHarborDay. 7=

New Tricare pharmacy benefits

The TRICARE Management Activity is introducing
significant new enhancements to beneficiaries as it
combines its mail-order and retail pharmacy contracts
into one new contract called TRICARE Pharmacy.

The improvements to the TRICARE Pharmacy
program include the Specialty Medication Care
Management program in the mail-order pharmacy;
expansion of the Member Choice Center providing
assistance to help beneficiaries to switch their military
treatment facility prescriptions to mail-order; and one call
center phone number: 1-877-363-1303.

The Specialty Medication Care Management program
is for beneficiaries using the mail-order pharmacy for
their specialty medications. It is structured to improve
their health through continuous health evaluation,
ongoing monitoring, assessment of education needs, and
management of medication use.

“TRICARE beneficiaries will be pleased to know
that to get this improved benefit they don’t have to do
anything,” said Rear Adm. Thomas McGinnis, TRICARE
Management Activity’s chief pharmacy officer. “No
calls, no paperwork. Beneficiaries don’t have to re-
enroll, all co-pays stay the same and the network remains
essentially unchanged.”

Express Scripts currently handles millions of
prescriptions each year through mail-order an ai
es. . tricare. mil]

harmacy or |
1-877-363-1303. B2

Vietnam vets to be honored

On May 21-23, 2010 a special welcome home
celebration for Wisconsin’s Vietnam Veterans will be
held at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. The weekend will
include numerous activities to welcome home and thank
Vietnam Veterans and their families. To learn

i t and to register for updates visit
zlambeau.ord. B
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Retiree Activities Office

The Retiree Activities Office provides information to
retirees and widows of retirees, of all ranks and services.
The RAO provides information on military status,
TRICARE, military ID cards, survivor benefits, death
reporting and much more.

Retirees may provide an e-mail address, name, retired
military grade and branch of service to widma.retiree@
wisconsin.gov to be added to the RAQO’s e-mail distribution
list.

The RAO is located at Joint Force Headquarters, 2400
Wright Street, Room 160, Madison, Wis. 53704. The RAO
is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. except on
holidays. Contact the RAO with questions or for assistance
at 608-242-3115 or toll-free at 1-800-335-5147. &=

Marriage workshops scheduled

The Wisconsin National Guard is sponsoring a number
of Marriage Enrichment Weekends in 2010.

The class is designed to assist couples with
reintegration and reunion by enhancing communication
skills. Education will include icebreaker activities and
will blend instruction and practical exercises.

Priority is based on the first to register; however,
commanders are encouraged to ensure all their married
service members are aware of this opportunity and may
prioritize within their command if they are aware of a
particular member’s need.

This is not marriage counseling but an educational
opportunity to learn new or improve upon existing,
communication skills.

The State Family Program will administer the
PREP weekends and our Army and Air National Guard
chaplains who have been trained in PREP will instruct.
There is no cost to the service members for these
weekends. Commanders are authorized to send members
in an IDT status. The Family Program will contract the
hotel and all meals and ensure the travel vouchers are
completed to reimburse the spouse for mileage. A credit
card is required upon check-in for incidentals.

Workshops are scheduled for Jan. 29-31 at the Osthoff
Resort in Elkhart Lake; April 23-25 in Appleton; May
21-23 in Egg Harbor; and July 23-25 in Waukesha. Child

care |s not prowded
Question ddressed to in the
, Tel: 608-242-3414 or 800-292-
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Spc. Ryan Lee Haring is mobbed by well-
wishers as fellow members of the Wisconsin
Army National Guard’s 951st “Sapper”
Engineer Company greeted family and
friends in the streets of Tomahawk Nov. 21.
Approximately one-third of the unit, which
returned to Wisconsin following 10 months in
Afghanistan, is based in Tomahawk. Wisconsin
Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class Vaughn
R. Larson
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By Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence
MND-S

Are you sick and tired of the relative
comfort of your containerized housing
unit? Do you feel sanitation is overrated?
Is air-conditioning just not your “thing”?

Well, then perhaps a trip to Thar Allah
Naval Base is just what you need.

Let’s take a little voyage to Thar Allah,
located right in the middle of downtown
Basra and a short drive from both the port
of Umm Qasar and the amusement park,

City of Fun.

As part two of our series “It’s Austere
Here”, here are five reasons why the Sol-
diers of Thar Allah have it tough.

It's Hot

The first thing
you'll see when
you enter Thar Al-

lah is a two-story headquar-
ters building with broken
windows and columns with
blue paint chipping off. From
this base Soldiers of Com-
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 8th
Infantry Regiment provide
security for a military team
that trains the Iraqi Army in
strict accordance with the
security  agreement. This
building constitutes most of
the compound; in fact, the
base could probably fit in-
side a Wal-Mart.

You wouldn’t, however,
live in the headquarters
building. You would be liv-
ing snuggly in tents with
the warm companionship of
eight to ten other Soldiers,
so bring a fan if you can.
“The generator goes out at
least four, five times every
day, and that causes all our

Part two: Thar Allah Naval
Base offers rats of legend

ACs to go out, so the tents
usually stay around 80, 90
degrees,” said 1st Lt. Robert
Munoz, a Los Cruces, N.M.
native and infantry officer
with 2nd Bn.,, 8th Inf. Regt.

There's trash

everywhere

As you walk
the grounds of the
compound, you'll find all
the sights and smells of a
third-world country: two
thrown-out beds lounging
like stray dogs in the shade,
a dumpster with trash all
around it and a sulfurous
crater festering with some
sort of primordial ooze.

“It's black water that
has been seeping out of the
ground,” explained Mu-
noz. “It’s not too bad. You
get used to the smell. But I
wouldnt recommend going
to the back of the compound if
you've got a weak stomach.”

If you ask him what it

smells like, Munoz will reply,
“Like feces and rotting meat
and spoiled vegetables.”
And when you turn the
corner, you will instantly
agree. The smell is just one
of many reminders that you
are on a small American
base that certaintly is not a
division headquarters.

The Rat
of Legend

For animal lov-
ers, Thar Allah of-
fers a veritable menagerie
of feral beasts. For example,
you will see stray mutts ev-
erywhere. They look harm-
less enough and you will
want to take them home,
teach them tricks and give
them names like Paco and
Rocky and Doug.

Don't.

“They’re the ones that
will attack you if you get too
close,” Munoz explained as
he pointed to a dog under-

Photo by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

Soldiers at Thar Allah Naval Base leave out mousetraps for the rodents infesting the base. Soldiers often
speak of the “Rat of Legend,” a rarely seen but apparently monstrous creature known to frequent Thar Allah.

neath the truck. “They sleep
everywhere.”

“There’s another one
underneath the truck over
there,” he added.

For cat lovers, Thar Allah
is home to a roving gang
of stray cats, including one
the Soldiers call Mr. Whis-
kers. And for you rat lovers,
Thar Allah just may be your
promised land.

“There’s rats too,” Mu-
noz said. “There’s a family
of rats living in my ruck-
sack.”

“The rats are about the
size of a small rhinoceros
sometimes,” Spc. James
Culver joked ... maybe.

“Besides Soldiers, I think
their main diet consists of
dogs and feces,” said Cul-
ver, a Swartz Creek, Mich.
nativeand infantryman with
Co. A, 2nd Bn., 8th Inf. Regt.
“If you snuggle with them at
night they tend to leave you

THAR ALLAH
Page 4
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THAR ALLAH

alone during the day.”

Notable among the wild-
life is the “Rat of Legend,”
a rarely seen but apparently
monstrous creature known
to frequent Thar Allah. A
first sighting of the Rat of
Legend in its natural sur-
roundings is sure to be a
memorable experience.

“It’s kind of like Big Foot
sightings,” said Munoz.
“We see it. It's about the size
of a small dog. Nobody’s
taken any pictures of it, but
everybody knows it’s run-

ning around here. It’s only a
matter of time.”

“If you see it, it won't get
scared of you. It will stare
you down,” said Pvt. Mat-
thew Neel, an infantryman
and resident wildlife expert
of Co. A, 2nd Bn., 8th Inf.
Regt.

“We're thinking of set-
ting up a fire watch,” said
Munoz, who has killed five
rats in the past week. “A guy
with night vision goggles
and a pistol to protect us in
the middle of the night.”

“You think we’re joking,”
said Neel, a Stanward, Wash.
native. “But we're not.”

Photos by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

(Above) As you walk around Thar Allah Naval Base, you'll find many reminders that
you are on a small American base in the middle of a large Iraqi city — beds thrown
outside the kitchen, trash and tires everywhere and the smell of raw sewage.

(Top Right) Another experience you'll have at Thar Allah Naval Base is seeing a
dumpster with trash all around it and a sulfurous crater festering with some sort
of primordial ooze. “It's black water that has been seeping out of the ground,”
explained 1st Lt. Robert Munoz, a Los Cruces, N.M. native and infantryman with
Company A, 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment. “It's not too bad. You get used
to the smell. But | wouldn’t recommend going to the back of the compound if

you've got a weak stomach.”

There's a
definite
lack of
thingstodo

A Soldier’s life at
Thar Allah runs the
gamut from physical train-
ing to sleeping to working to
sleeping. “We get up around
4 am. to check on the gen-
erators, then around 10 a.m.
I work, and then usually it
gets too hot at that time to do
much of anything, so most of
our guys try to sleep during
the hottest part of the day,”
said Munoz. “Come sun-
down we start working out
again, because there’s not
much to do except PT.”
When American opera-
tions transitioned to an ad-
vise and assist role June 30,
the Soldiers at Thar Allah
found they had time to kill -
time often filled with hours
in the gym. Thar Allah does
have a gym, in the loosest of
terms; half of the equipment
was built from old bunk
parts and the other half is

falling apart.

“We're missing like half
the dumbbells and the bar-
bell just broke the other
day,” Munoz said.

The good news, if you
like basketball, is Thar Allah

boasts a basketball hoop. The
hoop presides over a sandy,
rocky court and on the ply-
wood backboard, “NBA” is
written, sloppily, in felt pen.

The bad news, if you don't
like basketball, is basketball
is pretty much the only game
in town if you want cardio-
vascular exercise.

It's tough to run in the
cramped compound, Mu-
noz said, and running at the
nearby Iraqi Army track is
discouraged due to sniper
concerns.

“We tried running around
the compound, but when
they start cooking, the smell
is so bad; plus, the stray dogs
chase you,” Munoz said.
“We're limited in the amount
of PT you can do.”

THAR ALLAH
Page 5
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Before the advent of running water, Soldiers at Thar
Allah Naval Base were allowed to take two bottles of
water a day for showering and one bottle of water for
hygiene. “You kind of rinse your whole body up and
soap up and then dump the rest on and hope you
washed the suds off,” said Spc. James Culver, a Swartz
Creek, Mich. native and infantryman with Company A,
2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment.

Coming soon...
Patrol Base Mahawil

For voting and more information,
visit:
www.TheRedBulls.org/AustereHere

From Page 4
THAR ALLAH

Portable latrines &

birdbath showers

If you desire to use the
bathroom in Thar Allah, be
advised running water for toi-
lets has not yet been installed.

Instead, Thar Allah offers Soldiers the
finest in outhouse technology.

“We just got the porta-johns out
back,” said Culver. “If you go, you got
to let the sentry know in case you pass
out in the porta-johns because it’s ridic-
ulously hot.”

“I usually wait until night,” Culver
added.

If you need to wash up after using

the bathroom, Soldiers are allowed two
bottles of water a day for showering
and one bottle of water for hygiene. To
conserve water, Soldiers have come up
with tricks, namely, filthiness.
“You kind of rinse your whole body
up and soap up and then dump the
rest on and hope you washed the suds
off,” Culver said.

However, if you don't want to use
water bottles, most Soldiers use the
showers recently installed at Thar Al-
lah. The showers allow Soldiers to wash
like human beings, but like most things
in Thar Allah, they come with a catch.

“The only problem right now is that
the showers don’t really drain out at
all,” said Culver. “So it’s kind of like
taking a bird bath after a while, but it’s
better than water bottles.”

The Experience

So come visit Thar Allah, “God’s
revenge.” While living conditions are
somewhat austere, the Soldiers there
seem to like it. “We don't really have it
rough,” Culver said. “We got an Xbox,
computers and we can Facebook our
honeys and what-not.”

“Being the colorful group of people
that I get to live with here, we probably
could have lived in a hole in the ground
and made it entertaining,” Neel said.
“We got a good group of guys out here,

so it doesn’t matter how stupid things
get.”

“This is my number two vacation
spot,” said Culver, “next to a Somalian
pirate ship.”

Editors note: This is the second in a
series of three stories featuring austere
bases in MND-S.

To comment on this article or read more of
Pfc. Lawrence’s stories, visit:

www.TheRedBulls.org/Lawrence
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Part one: JSS Al Wahab offers
tents, cots, no running water

By Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

MND-S

If you're looking for a getaway featuring the glitz and glamour of the
rich and famous, then the Royal Villa at Grand Resort Lagonissi in Athens,

Greece may be for you.
The three-bedroom Royal Villa, priced at $34,088 per night, has an in-
door pool, an outdoor pool, a massage room, a gym, a fully equipped kitch-
en (with private chef upon request), a piano (with pianist upon request),
private marina and a private beach.
Joint Service Station Al Wahab is no Royal Villa.
But if you're looking for an austere base with tents, cots and camels, but
no running water then perhaps JSS Al Sheeb is for you.
As part one of our series “It's Austere Here”, here are five reasons why
the Soldiers of JSS Al Wahab have it tough.

Photos by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

(Above) Because there is no indoor plumbing at Joint
Service Station Al Wahab, Soldiers use gravity showers.

(Right) Capt. Harold Huff, a Dallas native, shaves in the
outdoor shaving area at Joint Service Station Al Wahab.

It's Hot

From the air, JSS

Al Wahab looks

tiny. If you get lost

in JSS Al Wahab,

there’s something wrong; the

entire base is a square about

the size of a Little League

baseball park and there are

probably more fun things to

do on a baseball field than in
JSS Al Wahab.

Located next to the Iran-
Iraq border, the Soldiers of
Al Wahab have two things
to do: advise the Iraqi Army
and watch the border for
hours on end.

“We got guys up 24 hours
a day,” said Staff Sgt. Rudy
Alvarado, a Fresno, Calif.

native with 2nd Squadron,
13th Cavalry Regiment. “It
gets pretty hot. Right now,
it'’s cool. But usually around
(2 p.m.) it gets pretty hot.”
Of course, cool is a rela-
tive term in the desert. One
of the desert’s most devious
tricks is its ability to skew
all normal standards of tem-
perature. Ninety degrees be-
comes normal, 100 degrees
becomes acceptable and
anything higher becomes ex-
pected, especially in August.
By cool, Alvarado meant
around 80 or 90 degrees
which is cool compared to
the average temperatures in
August that hover around
105. The heat sometimes
conspires with an ironic

form of desert humidity to
weigh down upon Soldiers
like a soggy wool blanket.

You sleep on cots

dust and even wind from
entering, it also has the un-
fortunate effect of making

each tent look like
dirty melted
marshmallow.

i ns | d e However,' the fo.am
can drastically im-
mars h m al I ows prove conditions

In order to combat the
heat, Soldiers live in tents
covered in two inches of
polyurethane foam.

“A lot of these tents have
been here a while, but these
just recently got foamed,
like a month ago,” said Al-
varado. “Before that, it was
hot, hot in the tents!”

While the foam insulates
the tents and blocks heat,

inside the tents,
which is all Soldiers really
care about.

“If it wasn't for that foam
we would probably be cuss-
ing you out right now,” said
Staff Sgt. Swinston Siba, a
native of Kosrae, Micronesia
and a scout with 2nd Squad-
ron, 13th Cav. Regt.

AL WAHAB
Page 5
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Photos by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

Soldiers at Joint Service Station Al Wahab live
within walking distance of the Iran-lraq border.
However, no one actually walks to the border
because it is riddled with mines and barriers from
previous wars.

From Page 4
AL WAHAB

When you enter the
tents, you'll find each of
the eight to 10 Soldiers
has partitioned off his
area with a system of
towels and blankets in a
bid to gain some privacy.
It is not the only example
of makeshift engineer-
ing.

“Some guys have ac-
tually made beds,” said
Alvarado. “They’ll get a
piece of wood and they’ll
a get a bed frame and
they’'ll buy a mattress
from an Iraqi store and
sleep on that.”

“The majority of us
are on cots,” said Alva-
rado. “I sleep on a cot
still. I just got a cot and
an air bag. I like to keep
it where I can just pick up
and move.”

There are mines,
camelsand dogs

In addition

to sleeping on a

cot, Soldiers also have to

get used to sleeping with

the sounds of a nearby
minefield.

“Did you hear that
mine go off last night?”
said Siba.

“There was one this
morning too,” said Staff
Sgt. Enrique Torres, a
Wimauma, Fla. native
and a scout with 2nd
Squadron, 13th Cav. Regt.
“You could see it; we saw
the little cloud of smoke.”

“Dang, those things
are going off left and
right,” said Staff Sgt. Jo-
seph Melanson, a Bryson
City, N.C. native and a
scout with 2nd Squadron,
13th Cav. Regt.

Wildlife is another is-

sue for JSS Al
Wahab.

“The  dogs,
they’re a pretty
big nuisance,” said Alva-
rado. “They run around
here and try to scavenge.
I think one of them hit a
land mine the other day
because we heard a huge
explosion so we came
outside and we saw that
something tripped a land
mine out in the back.”

“Camels ... we'll see
them running around.
There’s donkeys that
have actually gotten into
the base,” said Alvarado.
“And we actually caught
them one night in the
trash and we had to run
them out. Every now and
then, the guys in the tow-
ers will see the same two
donkeys floating around
here. I think they hang out
in this area.”

There are

Crickets in
the showers

In addition to
the larger wild animals, Al
Wahab also has colonies of
mice and bugs. Since there is
not much to do, the colonies of
mice and bugs can sometimes
be a welcome distraction.

“We had this huge trap,
like a rat trap and we didn’t
think that we'd actually catch
anything,” said Alvarado.
“But the next day, there one
was.”

“It's our entertainment,”
said Torres

“That and camel spiders,”
said Melanson. “We caught
two of them once.”

“There’s probably one in
the showers right now,” said
Siba, referring to camel spi-
ders.

“The showers are kind of
rough right now with all the

bugs,” said Torres.

“There’s like eight mil-
lion crickets in there,” said
Siba.

“They swarm all over
you,” said Melanson. “It’s

like, oh, I have dirt all over me.
No, wait. I don’t even know
how the crickets get in some
of the places they're in.”

“They’re like best friends
with the sand fleas,” Melan-
son added. “They, like, high
five and stuff underneath the
floorboards.”

Because there is no indoor
plumbing in Al Wahab, Sol-
diers use gravity showers,
which are big green baskets
that hang from the ceiling.

“You fill it up with wa-
ter,” said Alvarado. “Pull it
up. You turn the bottom of it
and it will work like a regular
showerhead.”

Soldiers are given five gal-
lons to 30 gallons a day de-
pending on how many Sol-
diers are living on the base.

Soldiers at Joint Service Station Al Sheeb sleep on cots or homemade beds in eight- to
10-person tents, which are insulated with two inches of polyurethane foam.

For comparison, an average
American taking a five-min-
ute shower can expect to use
15 to 25 gallons.

The bestPTis
goingtothe
bathroomand
runningintheLZ

Outside the showers, you
can see a long, thin wooden

board and a mud-spattered
Mirror.

“This is where we shave,”
said Alvarado. “We use these
little shaving pans; it kind of
looks like an old hospital bed-
pan. Basically what we'll do is
we'll fill up a five gallon jug,
fill up the little bedpan and
shave.”

Bathrooms in Al Wahab

AL WAHAB
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Soldiers at Joint
Service Station
Al Wahab

have access

to washing
machines but air-
dry their clothes
in the desert air.
This is prudent,
especially in the
month of August,
when average
temperatures
hover around 105
degrees.

From Page 5
AL WAHAB

consist of a system of portable la-
trines emptied by an Iraqi contractor
every day. Because of the concen-
trated heat trapped inside each one,
Soldiers time their bathroom breaks
to avoid the hottest parts of the day.
“If you go in there, you're just ask-
ing to get dehydrated,” said Torres.
“You better walk in there with
two cold water bottles,” said Siba
“Tt’s intense,” said Torres
Taking a bathroom break might
actually be the most intense thing
to do on base. Most of the Soldiers
work at night and during the day
you'll see most Soldiers either sleep-

family from the five computers and
three phones on base. If you want
to do physical training, the only op-
tions are going to the gym for some
strength training or going to the he-
licopter landing zone for some light
jogging.

That’s right. You run where the
helicopters land.

“It is more than just a landing
zone for us,” Alvarado explains. “We
use it as a PT field because we don’t
have that many helicopters coming
in and out of here.”

“Yeah, we actually had one guy
running and then all of a sudden
birds started landing,” said Alva-
rado. “So he turned around and ran

The Experience

JSS Al Wahab is no Royal Villa. There’s no
pool, no massage room and no pianist. If you
want food, there are plenty of Meals Ready to
Eat in the dining facility. But for the Soldiers
of JSS Al Wahab, what they’ve got is good
enough.

“Yeah, we don’t actually have it that tough
here,” said Torres. “Have you seen the DFAC?
We got the best cook in the division.”

“In Iraq!” interjected Siba.

“This is the place to be,” said Torres.

At this point, I spoke up. I told them the base
voters choose as the most austere base gets free
gym equipment from the commanding general
of Multi-National Division — South.

There was a pause as Melanson, Siba and
Torres looked at each other.

“What?” said Melanson.

“Whoa!” bellowed Siba.

“Aww man! Why didn’t you tell us that be-
forehand?” Torres said. “We got it rough!”

Editors note: This is the first in a series of three
stories featuring austere bases in MND-S.

Coming soon...
Thar Allah Naval Base & Patrol Base Mahawil

For voting and more information, visit:
www.TheRedBulls.org/AustereHere

To comment on this article or read more of
Pfc. Lawrence’s stories, visit:
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By Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence
MND-S

There are places in the world that as-
tound you with their beauty: the soaring
and ragged vistas of the Grand Canyon
in Arizona, the silkily elegant minarets
and dome of the Taj Mahal of India, the
teeming cobalt zoo that is the Great Bar-
rier Reef of Australia.

Patrol Base Mahawil is not one of them.
PB Mahawil is what realtors would call
a “handyman special.” It is rustic, in the
middle of nowhere and free of luxuries.
Itis also a fitting home for Soldiers of 2nd
Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment, 172nd
Infantry Brigade, “Spartans.”

Part three: Patrol Base Mahawil
offers the unflushable toilet

Photo by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

As part three of our series “It's Austere
Here,” we give you five reasons the Sol-
diers at PB Mahawil have it tough.

You're in
the middle
of the
desert

The first thing you’ll no-
tice about PB Mahawil is
how isolated it is from civili-
zation. Swaths of arid waste-
land encircle the base like
a moat, leaving the base an
island in a sea of dust.

As you get off the heli-
copter, you'll be greeted by
a view of the wire, beyond
which you leave the safety of
the base and enter the desert.
And yes, in the desert it’s hot
and dry and the sun seems
angry sometimes.

“The sun is like lemon
juice on a wound,” said Spc.
Gerry Denardi, an infantry-
man with 2nd Bn. 28th Inf.
Regt.

As you exit the helipad,
you'll see the one tree on the
base to your right and a fir-
ing range to your left, where
you can often hear the echoes
of gunfire. This is an infantry
base, after all.

Tents
covered in

cheese

As a guest, you

can stay in the recent-

ly constructed plywood guest

quarters or in the bombed-out

company headquarters. How-

ever, if you really want to ex-

perience everything Mahawil

has to offer, be sure to book a

room in one of the tents where
the Spartans live.

“Tent city’s the place to be,”
said Denardi, a native of Bran-
ford, Conn. “That’s where us
hooligans live.”

The tents come in two fla-

vors: foamed and unfoamed.
The foamed tents have insula-
tion and, because of this, their
walls are the color and shape
of coagulated nacho cheese
left out in the sun and then
forgotten. The foam helps
keep the room cool, while the
non-foamed tents sit in the
heat with nothing to protect
them but a lustrous golden
patina of silt-like dust.

While the unfoamed tents
are more aesthetically pleas-
ing, you want the foam tents;
it’s better to live in a comfort-
able room with cheese on the
walls than to sleep in an oven
covered in gold dust.

“Before, when it was just
the tents, there was nothing
keeping the air conditioning
in there,” Denardi said. “It
would be hot as hell all day
long, but since we got that
foam stuff there, it’s relatively
cool.”

Soldiers at Patrol Base Mahawil sleep in either the bombed-out headquarters building or “tent city,” a compound
of 12-person tents. While headquarters personnel sleep in beds, most Soldiers live in the tents. “Tent city’s the
place to be,” says Spc. Gerry Denardi, a native of Branford, Conn., and an infantryman with 2nd Battalion, 28th
Infantry Regiment, 172nd Infantry Brigade. “That's where us hooligans live.”

The gym
makes you

do math

If you've had
enough relaxation
in the cool tents, you can go
to the so-called prison-yard
gym, where there are always
Soldiers huffing and puffing
while lifting or pushing or
pulling exercise equipment.
Much of the equipment was
either inherited or scav-
enged, which is commend-
able, but creates situations
requiring much more math
than one is accustomed to at
a gym.

“We have some of those
European weights, but we’ll
have one of them, and then
we'll try to add on, like five

MAHAWIL
Page 4
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of these (non-metric) plates,”
said Denardi.

The total amount of these
weights, combined with the
sheer number of times they are
used, means the lifespan of a
bar is fleeting and Soldiers of-
ten have to rebuild or replace
them.

“Our mechanics welded
some, but we're bar killers. We
use them three or four times and
the thing will break,” said Den-
ardi. “And even our one good

Soldiers at Patrol
Base Mahawil
once had to burn
their bathroom
waste in bins,

but with the
introduction of
“indoor” plumbing
they also make
use of pee tubes,
which are four
plastic pipes
sticking out of the
ground. The tubes
go to a tank in the
ground and the
tubes are stained
and of varying
heights.

bar, as you can see, is bent.”

Photos by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

A Soldier walks through the construction area of a new shoot house in Patrol Base
Mahawil. The shoot house, which will allow Soldiers to practice their close quarters
combat skills, is a project by a group of so-called “redneck carpenters” who have
built, among other things, air conditioning stands, light stands, fighting positions, a
guesthouse and a dojo.

Latrine
Duty

If, after your

workout,  you

need to use the bathroom,

you can continue your

workout in the recently in-
stalled indoor bathrooms.

“They’re amazing if you
want exercise,” Denardi
said. “You use the bath-
room; if it doesn’t go down
(and it probably won't), fill
the bucket up and then you
pour it down the toilet.”

When you walk in the
bathroom, you’ll notice it
smells like any other public
bathroom, only more so. If
you look to your left, you'll
see an unlucky Soldier sit-
ting in the stink and read-
ing a book.

“His amazing job here is,
when he’s not pulling tower
guard, to sign a person into
a toilet and to make sure
that the toilet flushes,” Den-
ardi explained.

“It's a long six hours,”
said the Soldier on toilet
duty, Spc. Jason Surovcik,
an infantryman with 2nd
Bn. 28th Inf. Regt., and a na-
tive of Long Pond, Pa.

All in all, according to
Denardi, making sure peo-
ple flush is a better job than

burning what people flush,
which is what Soldiers did
before they received indoor
plumbing. In fact, as you
leave the bathroom, you can
see the burning bins where
Soldiers would place the
bathroom’s contents before
burning.

Pee tubes
& combat
showers

Next to the
burn bins, you can see four
plastic pipes sticking out of
the ground. This is where
Soldiers pee. The tubes go
to a tank in the ground and
the tubes are stained and of
varying heights.

“Some guys in the com-
pany are relatively short,
and for a while there was
this one kid, Pvt. Cox, he
was very short, and we ac-
tually had a stool for him
so he could stand on it and
reach inside the pee tube,”
Denardi said. “But some-
one stole his little stool
and he couldn’t pee. So we
cut some of the tubes so he
could reach up there.”

You can take a normal

MAHAWIL
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shower at the headquarters
area, but you need to take a
combat shower in tent city to
get the true Mahawil experi-
ence. Be dirty, be prepared
and be quick, because all you
get is a wooden box with a
hose, a shower curtain and 30
seconds of water.

“We have to take combat
showers,” Denardi said. “We
only get so much water.”

Aside from the 30-second
rule, Soldiers have had to
learn other tricks to maximize

The Experience

A Soldier pulls guard duty in one of the towers on Patrol Base Mahawil. Soldiers pull long shifts watching
entry points in the intense Iraqi heat, which one Soldier likens to “lemon juice on a wound.”

their shower.

“You don't use the nozzles
or else you're going to break
it,” Denardi said. “You see
those emergency valves down
there? Those are actually your
nozzles. The trick is, don’t use
the one on the left or you'll
burn yourself to death. The
one on the right’s cold, but it’s
usually hot anyway. So you
just turn it on, get a little bit
wet, cover yourself in soap
real quick, turn back on, let
it rinse off real quick, and if
you don't get it in 30 seconds
youre stuck with soap on
your body.”

Photo by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

PB Mahawil is not going on anyone’s
“most beautiful places to visit” list. But
for the Soldiers of the 2nd Bn. 28th Inf.
Regt. it is a fitting home for a bunch of
Spartans. The Spartans, many of whom
lived in nearby Forward Operating
Base Kalsu, prefer PB Mahawil, despite
the luxuries of the bigger base.

“Kalsu is the Ritz,” Denardi said.
“You got your rooms with air condition-
ing, internet, TV in the rooms; you've
got four meals a day, gym, Pizza Hut
and all that stuff. All we have is break-
fast and dinner and half the time you're
not going to like it. We live out of tents.
We live out of our duffel bags. Thank
God we just put this foam stuff on our
tents; our tents were above a hundred
degrees the whole day, and that was
with the air conditioner running.”

“But we would choose this place
over Kalsu any day,” Denardi added.
“It’s a little Soldier thing that we all
have inside of us. We like living in the
bad areas.”

“It’s a sense of mission,” said Mitch-
ell. “Every Soldier wants to have a mis-
sion and they want to have a sense of
purpose. People say our patrol base is
bare or it has minimum necessities or
it’s austere. We like it here, you know.”

Editors note: This is the third in a
series of three stories featuring austere
bases in MND-S.

To comment on this article or read more of
Pfc. Lawrence’s stories, visit:
www.TheRedBulls.org/Lawrence
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By LTC Hank Mclntire Photos by SGT Samantha Xanthos

CEDAR FORT, Utah— Altitude: 1,500 feet. Wind: None.
Landing surface: A freshly plowed field. Number of Soldiers:
Thirty. Level of enthusiasm: Off the chart.

The conditions were indeed perfect at Drop Zone Ashau
April 18 for members of the Utah National Guard’s 197th
Special Troops Company, based in Ogden. This was to be
the first airborne operation carried out completely by unit
members, without any help from the 19th Special Forces
Group, the other—and much larger—airborne game in town.

Adding to the novelty of the operation was that a handful
of 197th Soldiers were to complete their “cherry” jump,
meaning their first parachute jump since completing the Basic
Airborne Course at Fort Benning, Ga.

Utah Guard's

197th Special Troops

Company Conducts

Part of the day’s
excitement for these
first-timers was they
would be jumping from
a UH-60 Blackhawk
helicopter instead of the
usual C-130, the aircraft
they trained on while at
Fort Benning.

Unlike a C-130, where
Soldiers fly in an enclosed
aircraft and dash out the back
of the plane, Soldiers assume a

ABOVE: Three ““Sky
Sharks” from the 197th
contemplate their
upcoming cherry jump
from a Blackhawk
helicopter. LEFT: Soldiers
from Stick 2 lift off the
ground in a UH-60
Blackhawk helicopter en
route to Drop Zone Ashau.
BACKGROUND: Drop
Zone Ashau near Cedar
Fort, Utah.






seated position and dangle their legs out of the Blackhawk’s
open doorway, waiting for a not-so-gentle tap on the helmet
from the jumpmaster as he yells, “Go!” and they vault out
into the blue.

I’m excited,” said PV1 Myles Kevern, a Cottonwood
High School graduate from Salt Lake City, while waiting his
turn to board the helicopter. “When I left airborne school I
was like, ‘I wish I could jump from a Blackhawk.’”

“I’m psyched,” added Kevern, who enlisted a year ago
and finished airborne training in January. “This is a good
unit.”

Only one jump removed from her “cherry” experience,
PFC Janelle Zenger, of Farmington, described what would
likely be going through Kevern’s and his fellow initiates’
minds as they approach the moment of truth.

“As soon as you sit down, there’s only one way out of
the bird,” she recalled. “That’s what you have to think about
the whole time.”

Also preparing to jump was MAJ Andrew Archuleta,
of West Point, Utah, commander of the 160 Soldiers of the
197th. The unit was created in December 2008 with the
mission to provide front-lines logistics and other support
to units in combat theaters of operations worldwide. The
unit has a few Soldiers currently deployed in support of
Operations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom.

“We built up the anticipation in our Soldiers that this
is an airborne unit,” said Archuleta. “We’ve talked about
Jjumping, and now they’re experiencing it.”

Joining Archuleta on the first “stick,” or group of Soldiers
who jump from an individual aircraft, was LTC Douglas
Briles, commander of Special Troops Battalion, 528th
Sustainment Brigade (Airborne), based at Fort Bragg, N.C.
The 197th is war-traced to the STB, meaning that Briles’ unit
exercises oversight, provides the mission and synchronizes

LEFT TO RIGHT: Members of 197th Special Troops
Company prepare for their first unit parachute jump April 18.

the training of the 197th in preparation for combat.

“These guys are truly a combat multiplier,” said Briles.
“The unit was created on Dec. 16, and in January they sent 6
guys to Afghanistan. They are enablers to the Active [Army]
to round out their shortfalls or enable them to take a knee.”

The single Blackhawk helicopter from the Utah Guard’s
2-211th Aviation, flew a total of five sorties for the operation,
carrying six Soldiers and one media representative each
time.

After each stick hit the drop zone and each Soldier
collected him- or herself and their chute, they walked back
to the base area at a speed that reflected the hardness—or
softness—of their individual landing.

“I loved it; it was awesome!” said Kevern, just beginning
to roll out the adjectives—some more than once—to describe
his jump. “It’s so much different than jumping out of a
C-130, you can actually see it coming. It was a rush! It was
awesome! Everything I thought it would be. It was sweet!”

“The jump was a lot smoother than last time,” said
Zenger of her second jump from a Blackhawk. “A nice,
soft landing, but a little rough with the rocks and the hard
ground.”

Also qualifying for “cherry” status was Fox 13
cameraman Pete Deluca.

“I’'m still shaking; I’'m afraid of heights,” he said as he
came off the helicopter after filming the first stick. “This is
the best thing I’ve ever done! I’m gonna put it on my blog.”

Families and friends were also on hand for this historic
day, taking photos and home video, but most important, to be
there for their Soldier.

“This is really exciting,” said Daneka Ewert, wife of
SFC William Ewert, of Pinedale, Wyo. “It’s a special day
with the new unit, and it’s an honor to be a part of it.”

Daneka explained that her husband is a former Ranger






and has not done a parachute jump in several years.

“I wasn’t concerned; I was excited for him,” she said.
“We have small children and they were beside themselves
with anticipation.”

Private Kevern’s mother Kimberly was also there with
other family members in tow to see her son’s first jump.

“He did great, and he didn’t get hurt!” she said. “I didn’t
even feel nervous.”

“I’m very proud,” she added, when asked for her thoughts
about her son’s service. “He is very motived and determined
to support his country, and I want to support my son. I’'m all
about family, so I’'m here supporting him.”

Circulating among his troops, shaking hands and ribbing
the newbies wearing their cherry-red “Sky Shark” covers
on their helmets, was Archuleta, thankful for the successful
premiere of his stand-alone jump operation and visibly proud
of his Soldiers.

“It went very, very well—as good as it could go,” he said.
“It was a perfect day for jumping: no injuries and everyone

was accounted for safely. That’s the first priority. It couldn’t
have gone any better.”

Archuleta sees a bright future for his Soldiers, whose
specialties include maintenance, medical, shower and
laundry, mortuary affairs, communications, administrative,
construction, ammunition and chaplain services.

“Our capabilities are really what make us unique from the
rest of the National Guard,” he said. “We’re the only company
of its kind.”

“We are not only unique for Special Operations, but
we can use these capabilities to support our state mission,”
he explained. “All these can be utilized during a state
emergency.”

Family members also recognize how the 197th protects
Utahns by serving abroad and at home.

“It’s critical for us to have the freedoms we have today,”
observed Daneka Ewert. “This is what it’s all about. I support
him in whatever decisions he makes militarywise. It’s a very
honorable profession.”

And because of the versatility of the 197th, Archuleta
knows what that can mean for him and his Soldiers.

“In the event that we have to jump in[to a combat
situation], we can do that,” he said. “We’re prepared.” g

LEFT: 197th Soldier’s chute deploys after jumping from a
UH-60 Blackhawk. Soldier from Stick 5 prepares to exit the
helicopter over Drop Zone Ashau. Cherry and seasoned
Soldiers from Stick 2 board the helicopter. BELOW: The
leadership team of 197th Special Troops Company were all
smiles after their first unit parachute jump April 18.
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Simmans, 41, oldest brand-new soldier in Nevada Guard

By Sgt. 1st Class Erick Studenicka
Joint Force Headquarters Public Affairs

RENO - She’s already pretty confident
what nickname she will receive from the
drill sergeants at basic training.

But the inevitable jokes and kidding
are not likely to deter Rhonda Simmons in
her quest to complete basic training and
advanced individual training this spring
and finally become a full-fledged soldier.
Enlisting on Dec. 11,2008, at age 41 years,
134 days, Simmons is the oldest initial
female enlistee in Nevada National Guard
history. She is set to complete her 88M
truck driver military occupation training
just weeks before her 42nd birthday, the
maximum age allowed for initial enlistees
under current Army regulations.

Simmons said she felt as if she had
received a second chance on a lost opportu-
nity when she heard about the 2006 Army
regulation that extended the maximum age
of a new enlistee from 40 to 42.

“l always had a desire to join the military,
but then | got intimidated and was talked
out of it in high school,” said Simmons at her
first-ever drill at the Reception Company.
“Then | got married and had a son. My 40th
birthday passed and | thought | would never
get a chance to join the military.

“Then | was super-excited to hear the
age limit was raised to 42. | couldn’t get it
out of my mind to finally join. Life has its
detours — | wasn’t going to run out of time
with this opportunity.”

Simmons left for basic training February
25 at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. After basic,
she will attend 88M advanced individual
training before joining her assigned unit, the
593rd Transportation Company.

Simmons’ military occupation will
closely mirror her civilian employment.
She has been a freight driver for United
Parcel Service for five years and is probably
right when she says the tasks at AIT will
not be as difficult as putting 150-pound
chains on her UPS tractor trailer, by herself,
on Donner Summit during a snowstorm.

Sgt. Richard Samson of the Recruiting
and Retention Battalion, who enlisted
Simmons into the Guard, has no qualms
about her completing her initial training and
performing her duties with the 593rd.

“She might be the oldest initial recruit
we’ve had, but the bottom line is, she is
going to be a great asset to her unit and
the Nevada Guard,” Samson said. “She is

Rhonda Simmons, 41, at her first Nevada Army Guard drill with the Reception Company on
January 25, is the oldest initial female enlistee in Nevada National Guard history. She is set to
complete advanced individual training in July and join the 593rd Transportation Company as a

truck driver. Photo: Sgt. 1st Class Erick Studenicka

physically fit and intelligent, and her
civilian work background is a perfect fit
for the 593rd.”

Simmons said she does have some
“little fears” as she begins her Nevada
Guard career, but the support of both her
employer and family has helped her
prepare for her foray into military life. She is
married to architect Brady, and she has one
son, Jonathan, 17.

“My son said ‘You go, Mom!'” Simmons
said. “Sometimes my family or co-workers
will ask ‘why now?’ but they also realize |
regretted not going into the military at an
earlier age. Everyone supports my decision,
and they are proud of my commitment.”

The previous record for oldest female
initial enlistee was held by Sgt. Oreana
Henry of the Medical Detachment. Then-Pfc.
Henry was 39 years, 353 days old when
she enlisted in 2006 and 40 years, 210

days old when she completed all of her
initial training in 2007.

Despite the fact she was the oldest
female in her platoon, Henry sailed through
basic training and recorded the highest
physical fitness score in her company with
336 points on the extended scoring table.

When Simmons returns this summer as
a full-fledged specialist, she promises to fit
right in with the Nevada Guard crowd.
She’s a Harley-Davidson enthusiast and a
member of the all-women’s motorcycle club
“The Desert Curves.”

For now though, Simmons realizes it’s
time to leave the Harley in the garage and
focus on her military training.

“It’s going to be hard to keep up with
the younger generation, but making it in
the military has always been my desire,”
she said. m
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Eves On Fire

Omaha military policemen receive dose of pepper spray to prepare them for upcoming annual training

By Spc. Koan Nissen

Staff Writer

he 402nd Military Police

I Battalion will help guard

some of the worst crimi-

nals in the military this summer

during their annual training at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

Andbecause of their proximity
tothesefolks,everyoneintheunit
— every clerk, every cook, every
officer — has to be prepared for
whatmight godown atthe United
States Disciplinary Barracks.

So while preparing for AT
during their March drill, the
members of the Nebraska Army
National Guard military police
unit all got pepper sprayed — a
full blast right in the face.

“I should have cooked today,”
said Sgt. Chelsea Self as she
wiped her reddened face more
than 20 minutes later. Self was
among more than 70 Soldiers
experiencing the spray’s effects:
Inflamed skin,intense pain, tears
and a nose gushing snot.

Pepper spray is more properly
known as Oleoresin Capsicum,
or O.C. It is derived from hot
peppers, but is several-hundred
times more powerful than a
jalapeno.

When correctly used by mili-
tary police or other law enforce-
mentofficers,itisdirected toward
the eyes of an unruly suspect or
prisoner in order to bring them
under control withoutlethal force.

The reason the battalion’s
Soldiers were sprayed with the
painfully-irritating chemical is a
simple one: In the chaos of trying
tosubdue someone, theytoo could
get sprayed, by accident. They
must know what it feels like and
understand they can continue to
function even with the chemical
in their face, making them feel as
if their eyeballs were engulfed in
scalding sand.

“It’s good to know the effects
of cross contamination,” said

Eye Wash: Sgt. Charles Garman decontaminates his face and eyes in an eyewash station at the North
Omaha Readiness Center during pepper spray training, March 7. The training was designed to help
prepare the unit Soldiers for an upcoming annual training at Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

everyone in headquarters
company, one by one, from
the lowest private to bat-
talion commander.

The full day of training
started off with an hour
of classroom instruction
followed by a one-hour
practical exercise using
inert canisters of spray.
Those canisters delivered
a harmless stream of lig-
uid that helped prepare
Soldiers for the real thing.

After the Soldiers had
been properly instructed
on the delivery of spray,
they gathered in their
physical fitness uniforms
and were shown how the
course would go.

Here’s how it went:

Onebyone,each Soldier
went to a designated spot

Photos by Capt. Andrew Nelson

Even the Battalion Commander Gets a Taste of
Pepper Spray: Lt. Col.Byron Diamond, commander
of the 402nd Military Police Battalion, is blasted with
pepper spray during the battalion’s pepper spray
training, March 7, in Omaha. The training was de-
signed to give the Nebraska Army Guard Soldiers
confidence that they could continue to operate even
though exposed to the painful spray.

contemplate how they
too would feel when it
was their turn.

“T've been thinking
about it since Wednes-
day,” said Pfe. Seth
Larson, a paralegal on
his second drill with
the unit. The spraying
would be, he said, a
“good initiation.”

First, Allan would
spray the Soldiers from
approximately six feet
away with their eyes
closed.

Once the spray had
made contact with the
eyeballs of the Soldier,
they were directed to
their first station for
hand-to-hand combat.
There, they delivered
knee strikes to another

talion commander, Lit. Col. Byron
Diamond.)

The sprayed Soldier would
shout “get back” while deliver-
ing repeated blows. A prescribed
amount oftime would go by before
a whistle was blown signaling it
was time to change stations.

With the painful substance
still burning, barely able to keep
their eyes open and breathing
hard, each Soldier was then sent
to Station 2 for multiple assailant
combat.Herethe sprayed Soldiers
would defend themselves against
two simulated assailants attack-
ing them with protective pads.

Hit after hit, they would have
to protect themselves.

Once the second station was
complete they weren’t quite done.
Offtothe third stage forhand and
elbow strikes.

Againthe Soldiers found them-
selves dealing with a simulated
uncooperative subject needing to
be subdued.

The whistle finally blew and
thefourth and final stage was now
at hand. Walking toward another
Soldier acting as aninmate or sus-
pect, they would yell, “Get on the
ground.”The suspect would dojust
that; a pair of plastic handcuffs
were given to the sprayed Soldier,
whowould tie the suspect’s wrists.

Then it was off to a group of
Omaha firefighters, who ran a
stream of water into each sprayed
Soldier’s eyes. The Soldier was
then led off to an industrial
eyewash station just inside the
readiness center for more water,
before given a washcloth and led
away to recover some more.

“T almost can’t think straight,”
said acting 1st Sgt. Shawn Griffith
after completing the course.

The affects for most would last
for 20 to 40 more minutes.

“Any one of these Soldiers could
get contaminated,” said Capt.
Jeffrey Boyden, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company
commander. “So I wanted to show

Staff Sgt.Jason Allan, a one-year
veteran of the unit and Grand
Island police officer who sprayed

Nebraska team growing

By Capt. Michael Greenberger
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan
— As the noon sun crept toward the
mountains west of Janquadam, Feb.
28, children ran from all corners of the
village, greeting the group of Soldiers
from the Forward 28th Agribusiness
Development Team.

On this warm February day, the team
was on a mission to help a blind farmer
develop his fields and build a new vine-
yard to eventually grow grapes in.

The ADT, a National Guard unit
deployed from Nebraska, has come to
Afghanistan to assist, teach, train and
educate the farmers on better farming
techniques and introduce the farmers
to grasses and alfalfa for better animal
health.

After exchanging hellos with locals,
the Guardsmen set to work measur-
ing and marking the field for the new
vineyard as well as taking soil samples.

While the Soldiers worked, children
swarmed all around them offering home-
made sling shots for a dollar each. Some
troops paid the children for their wares,
while others offered up whatever they
could — candy, gum, pens, gloves. Soon,
smiling children played in the field and
some even assisted them in their tasks.

No strangers to this village, Soldiers
from the 28th have visited several times
before.

“On previous mission we assessed the
farmer’s fields,”said Sgt. 1st Class Eldon
R. Kuntzelman. “Then we got a letter of

on the driveway of a motorpool
at the North Omaha Readiness
Center, where the unit drills.

watched as the process unfolded.
And there was ample time to

Those awaiting their turn Soldier holding a large protec-
tive pad (most times, the Soldier
holding that pad was their bat-

ocal relationships in Afghanistan

them they could still operate.”
And with that, each and every
one of the Soldiers did.

agreement from the land
owner and later presented
our plan to him.”
“Marking and mea-
suring the field was our
primary mission,” said
1st Lt. Eric Sattelberg,
Agricultural team chief.
“Our goal on every mission
is to improve relations
with thelocals.In thelong
run, this type of mission

will strengthen the bond
between Afghanistan and
the U.S. because they
know that we are here
to help grow this nation
rather than destroy it.”
The 28th has more

Security Mission: Spc. Aaron Closson, 28th For-
ward Agribusiness Development Team, keeps a
watchful eye onthe road while providing security on
amission to help alocal Afghan farmer Feb.28.The
28th Forward Agribusiness Development Team is
made up of Nebraska Army National Guard Soldiers.

Photos by Capt. Michael Greenberger

plans for Janquadam
including installing grain storage bins,
planting fruit and nut trees, working
with animal health, water manage-
ment, training and education in tractor
maintenance, setting up green houses
and underground storage for vegetables.

The future of ADT operationsis simple
explained Sattelberg — grow this nation
into a thriving country of different fruits
and vegetables.

“The goal is a continuation of ADT
rotations,” said Sattelberg. “Several
teams are either on the ground or being
identified for a potential rotation. We are
here doing one field at a time through
demonstration farms as well as with
other projects.”

The demonstration crops afford the
farmers an opportunity tolearn a variety

of methods for growing crops
and then allow the local farmers
to try different techniques for

growing crops in their own fields.

About half the unit has been
deployed before and all of the
52-member team volunteered

New Friends: 1st Lt. Josh Kohout, 28th Forward
Agribusiness Development Team, chats with local
children while on a mission to help a local Afghan
farmer, Feb. 28.

for the deployment.

The 28th worksin 4 provinces —Bamy-
an, Panjshir, Parwan and Kapisa. Four
other ADTs operate across Afghanistan
with more on the way.

After the work was done, the children
shared more than sling shots and gum
with the group of agricultural specialists
— they shared themselves. They talked,
they gave high-fives and they smiled
and laughed...a precious commodity in
a time of war.

Asthetroopsleft,the children followed
them out ofthe village with one collective
question — when would they be back?

“The locals are becoming very famil-
iar with the ADT and our mission since
we have conducted numerous missions
to the same locations,” said Sattelberg.
“We are respectful toward the locals and
Ithink as long as we continue to respect
them, they will continue to welcome us
in their village.”
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Women'’s Initiatives may strengthen lraqi economy

By Spc. Stephanie Cassinos
MND-S

COB BASRA - The view from the
window of a humvee in rural Iraq is a
confusing sight. Small, broken struc-
tures disrupt the long stretches of sand
inhabiting either side of the highway.
Closer to town there are abandoned
vehicles corroding on the side of the
road, trash collected in puddles and
ditches, and people herding animals
mere yards away from shops on the
street. Donkey drawn carts share the
road with motorists, some in rusty old
cars, some on motorcycles or in gleam-
ing sport utility vehicles. It’s almost as
if a hurricane swept through a few cen-
turies of development and everything
landed at random. There is no rhyme
or reason to the landscape and every-
thing seems out of place.

“What can you expect?” asked Mar-
garet Jaji, a bilingual bicultural advisor
for the Women’s Initiatives program.
“These people have seen war for 28
years.”

“You want to help educate
them, provide them with
something nobody can take
away, because they’ve had
everything else taken away.”

— Capt. Jennifer Glossinger
Women'’s Initiatves Coordinator, MND-S

Jaji would know. A Christian Iraqi
native, she left Baghdad shortly after
U.N. Sanctions were put into place in
1991 and moved to Chicago, later be-
coming an American citizen. She serves
not only as an interpreter, but also as
a cultural advisor to the provincial re-
construction teams in Multi-National
Division - South. Her knowing inter-
jections make the mission to communi-
cate with and help assess the needs of

Photo by Spc. Stephanie Cassinos

Capt. Jennifer Glossinger, Women'’s Initiatives coordinator, Multi-National Division - South, learns more
about the specific talents of Iragi women at a conference in Al Zabir July 7. Glossinger hopes to find women
who are willing to teach one another new skills, giving them a way to earn income.

Iraqi women easier. But easy wouldn’t
be the right word to describe Woman'’s
Initiatives.

“That’s the thing with Women’s Ini-
tiatives; people associate it with bra
burning, radical stuff,” said Capt. Jen-
nifer Glossinger, Women’s Initiatives
coordinator, MND-S. “They think it’s
like going and serving the homeless for
Thanksgiving. It’s a nice thing to do,
but it’s not really necessary.”

The role of Glossinger and Jaji is
to be a voice for the Iraqi women in-
cluding thousands of Iraqi widows
who inhabit the rural areas of MND-S
whose families may be more suscep-
tible to terrorist activities. By speaking
to women from various locations, they
are able to assess their needs, and in
turn, develop programs to give them
the tools they need to generate more
income. She believes education is the
most valuable thing that can be given

to these women.

“They came into the eyes of the mil-
itary because of security issues, but at
the same time you want to help educate
them, provide them with something
nobody can take away,” continued
Glossinger, “because they’ve had ev-
erything else taken away from them.”

Glossinger said the estimated thou-
sands of widows in southern Iraq are the
reason she and Jaji have convoyed to Al
Querna and Al Zabir with pen and paper
in hand. The conferences they hold in
these rural parts of Iraq are why women
travel in high numbers, cloaked in black
hijabs, to share their life stories with
them, stories that follow a similar theme
of death, poverty and destitution.

How does this happen? How do so
many people end up with next to noth-

INITIATIVES
Page 2
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ing? Some believe it is a product of war, religious differences
and cultural influence.

“When you think about our culture, if you were married
and you lost your husband, nine times out of 10, if you had
a good relationship with your family, you're family is go-
ing to take care of you. Your friends are going to take care
of you,” said Glossinger. “You're going to have a support
system, a church system or something. These women don't
have that.”

As one Iragi woman spoke in Al Querna of recently los-
ing her mother-in-law, something shifted in the crowded
little conference room. Women began to comfort each other.
They understood the loss. Tears began to flow. The Soldiers
there cried, too.

Many things wind up lost in translation, but not tears.
Everybody understands pain.

Women’s Initiatives are an important part of PRTs” mis-
sions, one of the most dramatic investments to ensure the
success of Iraq’s economy.

“If you take gender out of the equation, and you just look
at bang for the buck, over 55 percent of the population is fe-

Photo by Spc. Stephanie Cassinos

Capt. Jennifer Glossinger, Women'’s Initiatives coordinator, Multi-National Division -
South, holds a conference with more than 30 Iragi women in Al Querna recently. This
was the first of five meetings in target areas throughout MND-S to begin developing
programs to benefit them.

male,” Glossinger said. “My hunch is that in MND-S, particu-
larly in Basra, the population of women is greater than that.”

Glossinger, who has worked in pharmaceutical sales for
the past seven years in her civilian life, feels, from a business
perspective, investing money into developing the female
work force is imperative to improving the economy of Iraq.

“If you ignore 55 percent of your population, you're ig-
noring the vast majority of where your business is. That’s
over half of the population,” explained Glossinger. “If you
take the gender out of it and you just look at the amounts
of people, the greatest amounts of people are going to be
women and widows.”

The end goal is the presentation, approval and implemen-
tation of proposed projects to empower the Iraqi women to
improve their quality of life and boost the economy.

“We’ve concentrated mostly on agriculture in the other
eight provinces because 80 percent of the employment
comes from agriculture, and 70 percent of that work force is
women,” Glossinger said.

“You have to be able to take everything and break it
down into priorities,” said Glossinger. “What are we going
to do? We are never going to be able to change their culture.
They have to change it on their own. The only thing we can
do is provide them with more education and more economic

stability.”

Glossinger and Jaji will continue to speak to more wom-
en and prepare for the intricate work ahead of them. They
will begin drafting programs to benefit women in each area,
most likely educational and agricultural projects. Meticu-
lous planning will be in place, picking women to represent
each of the villages, determining a location to hold agricul-
tural and educational classes and deciding who will teach
what, whether it be sewing, farming, harvesting honey,
weaving rugs or other skills to enable them to profit in the
workforce.

Other works on the horizon include water sanitation
projects, basic healthcare and first aid training, and a le-
gal assistance program to aid illiterate women in receiving
small government stipends available to them.

With diligence and patience, women may be the step-
ping stone to improving the economy in Iraq, enabling it to
continue striving toward a future as a sustainable nation.

For more of Spc. Cassinos’ stories, visit:
www. TheRedBulls.org/Cassinos

The Red Bull Report is an authorized
publication for members of MND-S.
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By Sqt. Eric W. Jensen
116th Public Affairs Detachment

Forty Years Later, Retired N.
About Restoring Ordertot
Party That Turned Into One
The Infamous "Zap-In"

emories of “Zipping to Zap,”

N.D., might be a little murky for

the nearly 3,000 drunken col-

lege students who descended on
the small, coal mining town in May 1969.
In fact, many of the now retired N.D.
Guardsmen who chased this mob across
half the state aren’t certain about every
detail of the ordeal. Forty years makes it
easy to forget things. But memory doesn’t
linger on detail; just the focal points, and
the collective memories of these retirees
lead them to one anecdote in particular —
seeing or hearing about the inebriated stu-
dent who took a sharp bayonet to the rear
end after antagonizing a tired and irritated
Soldier. This confrontation would be one
of a few these Guardsmen would face on a
drill weekend that had them crashing the
largest spring break beer bust the state had
ever known.

FORT LAUDERDALE OF THE-NGRTH

'The “Zap-In” started as an innocu-
ous joke published in the North Dakota
State University student newspaper, The
Spectrum, inviting the collegiate world to
convene at the small town of Zap — popu-
lation just less than 300. The article sug-

e

students to retreat to during spring break;
a “Fort Lauderdale of the North.” Mayor
Norman Fuchs reacted enthusiastically to
the idea, assuring prospective attendees
that Zap would be ready and willing to
host. Soon, the idea of “Zipping to Zap”
gained momentum in college newspapers
throughout the region and even the na-
tional news media picked up on the story.

"THERE WERE KIDS SCATTERED-ALL-ARGUND:
SLEEPING BN PEGPLE'S PGRCHES-AND iN THEIR
YARDS." - Retired Brig. Gen. Jerry Engelman

‘There was huge potential for the event to
entice a larger crowd than expected, one
that Zap might not be able to handle on
its own.

N.D. Gov. William Guy along with
N.D. National Guard Adjutant General
Maj. Gen. LaClaire A. Melhouse and
Superintendent of the State Highway
Patrol Ralph Wood met to discuss taking
precautions to react to any emergen-
cies that might arise from the Zap party.

O ————
would provide assistance to law enforce-
ment officials in Mercer County, if needed,
drawing on five companies led by the 164"
Engineer Group with the 141 Engineer
Battalion in reserve.

Soldiers assigned to these units would
report for weekend drill May 9 through
11 to coincide with the “Zap-In.”’They
would remain on a federal drill status
unless called to state
active duty, with drill
beginning at 7 Friday
evening.

Retired Brig. Gen.
Jerry Engelman re-
members commuting to
Bismarck from Grand
Forks where he attended school at the
University of North Dakota.

“I came into town with my girlfriend,
Linda, now my wife, and I remember that
we were going to go to Zap with some of
our friends.”

A second lieutenant at the time,
Engelman instead joined his unit, the
816" Engineer Company, to review civil
disturbance training. The climate of the
Vietnam era had put the National Guard





bt events involving civil disor-
iers had, at times, performed

d been student rallies that
pntrol,” Engelman said. “The
nwide was directed to get
each year of riot and crowd
ing annually.”

g ended at about 11 that
pldiers were told to be pre-
brt back to the Bismarck

e event the Guard would be
bond to any situations in Zap.
bo later, Engelman and more
er Guardsmen were told they
b out to evacuate “Zap-In”

s. The town, almost literally,

I < thc Guard was called out
oht, more than 2,000 drunken
bnts had laid waste to Zap.
ere littered with beer cans
the local businesses had been
cohol compounded with

| temperatures drove students
an abandoned building on

to fuel a huge bonfire.
I v ho hovered around the

ere not the only ones try-
ISR hcmsclves from the cold.
Engelman remembers convoying to one
of four staging areas around Zap in an old
MA151 jeep with side curtains and no
heat.

“My driver and I had parkas on along
with every piece of clothing we had been
issued,” he said. “Plus, I had my fart sack
(old sleeping bag) around me and so did
my driver who drove with one foot out;
just enough to step on the gas to drive.”

Engelman and his driver arrived in
Beulah at about 3 in the morning. Retired
Sgt. Maj. Chris Doll, who was a platoon
sergeant with the 164, remembers stop-
ping there as well.

“We were freezing our buns off. We
stopped and warmed up in the basement
of the motel in town,” he said.

‘The Guard had been ordered by the
governor to move the entire crowd out of
Zap at daybreak. While units grouped in
various staging areas, there was already
chatter about the town being in shambles.

“We heard all kinds of things on the
radio,” Doll said. “People were saying the
whole town was burning.”

Duane Dehne, who was the training

officer for the 164" Engineer Group and

Top and bottom photos, Guardsmen look over the
aftermath of the "Zap-In." Damages were estimated to
be in the thousands. Middle, the front door of Lucky's
Bar is demolished. A few of the local area businesses suf-
fered extensive vandalism during the drunken melee.
Reports suggest that some of the college students were
set-off by price gouging. In particular, one of the bars
had raised the price of beer from 35 cents to 50 cents a
bottle. (Photos Courtesy of The Williston Herald)

the vehicle driver for Col. William
Tillotson, commander of the 164,
remembers the caution taken while
developing the rules of engagement for
the operation.

“The decision was made to not put
any ammunition into the hands of the So
diers. We didn’t want to have
any casualties,” he said.

While the Guardsmen
would be unarmed going
into Zap, precautions were
made to have a sniper-quali-
fied marksman in Tillotson’s
vehicle. In addition, the
entire force would march in
with fixed bayonets.

“They (the Soldiers) got
very energetic when that
order was issued,” Dehne
said. “At the same time, they
were told that you do not use
the blade of that bayonet on
anyone. It was just used as a
method of intimidation.”

At 6:30 a.m. on Saturday,
the Guardsmen entered
Zap and rousted hundreds
of college students camping
throughout the town.

“There were kids scattered
all around; sleeping on people’s
porches and in their yards,” En-
gelman said.

About a hundred or so party-
goers remained on Main Street,
many of them drunk or hungover,
as the Guardsmen made their way
through Zap.

Doll remembers the poor condi-
tion the town was in.

“You could see smoke rising from
town as we approached,” he said. “(In
one of the bars) the Sheetrock walls
were all gone. It was totally demol-
ished. The empty beer cans were about
knee-deep in there.”

'The citizens of Zap, an older, rural
community, looked on dismayed as {Jjjj

Guard cleared their streets.





“We saw townspeople looking out their
windows wondering what the heck
was going on. I'm sure they didn't ge
any sleep that night,” Doll said.

As for the college students, it seemed
as though they were ready to pull up stakes
and go home. The Zap operation appeared
to be a success with virtually no incidents.

“Getting them out of Zap was no
problem,” Doll said. “We thought it was all
over with.”

But the party was far from over.

THE M8B G50ES WILD

Retired State Command Sgt. Maj. Ron
Hopfauf, a squad leader with the 816
Engineer Company, remembers a few
party-goers stealing a beer truck from
behind one of Zap’s two bars before the
inebriated mass made its way to Beulah.
No one is sure what prompted the change
of venue, but the college students
were still up for partying down.
Civil authorities, including the
Highway Patrol, followed the
crowd along with the Guard.

“By the time we got to Beulah,
they (college students) were passing
free beer out from the beer truck
... anyone who wanted to drink it,”
Hopfauf said.

With the change of location, came
a shift in attitude. The crowd had
diminished since being kicked out  of
Zap, but they had also grown agitated and
affirmed their disdain for the Guardsmen
by yelling obscenities and hurling anything
they could at the group of Soldiers.

“There were people on top of buildings
throwing down tires and beers,” Hopfauf
said. “If there would have been anyone in
that crowd with a gun, they could have sat
on top of one of those buildings and started
plunking away like you wouldn’t believe.”

“People were calling us names and
throwing rocks and all sorts of stuff,” Doll
recalls. “ .. .beer cans; whatever they could
get a hold of.”

Eventually, the crowd dispersed only to
reform and convoy 10 miles east to Hazen.
'The chase would continue and the surly
crowd met the Guardsmen head-on in the
town’s Main Street area.

Engelman remembers moving down the
street doing the “riot shuffle,” a formation
learned during civil disturbance training in
which a Guardsman would move forward
with the left foot, then drag the right foot
up to meet it while lunging forward with a
bayonet.

“There was kind of a rhythm to it,” he

said.

'The crowd grew more and more violent
the further they were pushed down the
street, yelling anti-war epithets and
throwing trash at the Soldiers. Engelman
even remembers one student producing a
light-weight log chain and snapping it like
a towel, occasionally hitting the Guards-
men’s bayonets.

Dehne, along with many others, vividly
remembers what happened next. One of
the students had finally crossed the line,
taunting the wrong Guardsman and took a
bayonet to his posterior.

“One of the guys in our formation
decided he was going to make a point,”
Dehne said. “Well, he decided to make
that point right up the guy’s rear end.”

The wounded student was taken to a
medical tent that had been set up by the
Guard while trying to contain the mob.

Engleman now chuckles about how
much preparedness went into the opera-
tion.

“I mean this was a full-blown war! This

was like M*A*S*H,” he said referring to

Top, Sgt. Eric

retired Guardsmani, Don Jensen, (no

relation) who worked as the supply

weekend.

the television series from the '70s.

Finally, the Soldiers were able to block
oft all streets leading into Hazen’s main
intersection. From there, county sheriffs
and highway patrolmen began making
arrests. Remnants of the crowd made their
way to Riverside Park in Bismarck where
they were permitted to continue partying
as long as they did not leave the area.

The exhausted Guardsmen who, for the
most part, had not slept all weekend were
relieved by Soldiers of the 141 Engineer
Battalion. The unit and law enforcement
monitored the gathering to ensure it didn't
turn into another calamity.

By the time Sunday afternoon rolled
around, the crowd had vanished.

“It was time to go back to school. The
party was over,” Engelman said.

'The “Zap-In” had turned into a 24-
hour affair for the North Dakota National
Guard. Dehne believes the outcome for
the Soldiers was positive.

“They felt that they had done the job
that they were asked to do and they felt
good about it,” he said. “They felt they had
given back the town of Zap.”

officer for the 164th Engineer Group.
Left, Don Jensen's pay stub from the
"Zap-In" weekend. A major at the time,
Jensen earned $23.98 for a 3-day drill
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umbling drum beat echoes across the hillsides of the Cheyenne River

eservation as drummers lead a somber procession down a gravel road

toward a small, prairie cemetery near the banks of Jewett Creek. At the center
of this march is a polished, wooden casket resting quietly on a horse-drawn

wagon.

An American flag respectfully covers the casket, and several like it can be seen in the hands of the
many family, friends and tribal honor guard members who walk nearby as they escort the fallen Soldier’s
remains to their final resting place. The wagon driver stops outside the front gates of the cemetery, and
a senior noncommissioned officer in an Army dress blue uniform steps down from the seat next to him
and onto the ground.

As the pallbearers prepare to carry the casket through the gates, the Soldier moves to his position near
the entrance and stands at attention. It has been his solemn duty to escort the remains here from Hawaii,
and he salutes as they are carried past him toward a waiting burial plot.

Inside the cemetery, members of the South Dakota Military Funeral Honors team are ready to carry
out their duty to this fallen veteran by conducting a full military burial. The service will include a color
guard, rifle volley, the playing of taps by a lone bugle, and the folding and presentation of the American
flag to the surviving family members, who have been waiting 59 years for this day to come.

On September 25, 2009, family members of Army Sgt. Ist Class Arthur F. “Bluie” Jewett, a member
of the Cheyenne River Indian Tribe and a Korean War veteran declared missing-in-action after 1950’s
Chosin Reservoir Campaign, were finally able to say goodbye to their cherished loved one by laying him
to rest near the ranch where he was born.

Jewett was born on August 26, 1928, on a ranch east of White Horse. The fourth of ten children,
Arthur was just minutes older than his twin brother, Albert, and quickly acquired the nickname that he

HaeanllWaidieteran's remains
getugnedihome after 59 years

would carry throughout his life.

“They wrapped him in a blue blanket,” said
Louis Jewett, Arthut’s older brother, about his
birth. “A few minutes later the other one was
born, so they wrapped him in a pink blanket.
Nobody knew them as Arthur and Albert, it was
always ‘Bluie’ and ‘Pinky’.”

Like the rest of his siblings, Arthur grew up
working on his family’s ranch and riding horses
bareback across the prairie hills around their
home, said Louis.

After graduating from high school, Jewett
enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1948 at the age
of 19. He was stationed in San Francisco and
Japan before being sent to Korea as a member
of Company B, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry
Regiment under the 7th Infantry Division.

The last letter Jewett’s family members received
from Bluie was dated in late November, 1950,
while his unit was moving north, up the Korean
peninsula. In it he talked about his plans for
Thanksgiving.

“He made the comment ‘We'll be eating our
turkey on the run’,” said Army Sgt. 1st Class
Thomas H. Forbes, the casualty assistance officer
assigned to the Jewett family by the South Dakota
Army National Guard. “The battle of the Chosin
being what it was, with the battle lines changing
constantly, (Jewett’s) platoon ended up being
wiped out.”

The Chosin Reservoir Campaign began on
November 27, 1950, when a force of roughly
60,000 Chinese attacked and surrounded 30,000
United States Soldiers and Marines at the Chosin
Reservoir, in the mountains of northeastern
North Korea. The battle continued for 17 days,
through snow and sub-zero temperatures, as the
U.S. forces attempted to break out of the Chinese
encirclement.

On January 13, 1951, almost six weeks after the
Jewett family received Bluie’s last letter, the county
sheriff delivered a government telegram to his
parents at their ranch, telling them that their son
was M.I.A, said Louis.

“It was just a shock,” he said. “They just could
not believe it. My dad went up on a hill behind
the house, gave out a yell and cried. The saddest
moment of my life was hearing my dad cry.”

Jewett's body was never recovered after the
battle, and it was only later that the Army changed
his status from Missing-In-Action to Killed-In-
Action, using the date of December 2, 1950, said
Forbes.

Louis said the uncertainty of Jewett’s status,
and the confusion surrounding the circumstances
of his death haunted his family from then on.
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He said that until her death many years later, his
mother, Keva, developed a habit of peeking out
the window of the ranch toward the road, and his
grandmother, Julia, would pray with her rosary
every night before bed, hoping that Bluie was all
right, and would soon return.

Though Jewett’s death was a hard blow to
overcome, it also held the family together through
the years, with stories of his life passed down to
his nieces and nephews and their children.

“Our family has stayed intact,” said Julie
Marshall, Arthur’s oldest surviving sister, who was
10 years old at the time of her brother’s death.
“Every one of us has thought, everyday in our
lives, ‘Are we going to find him?’, ‘Is he going to
come home? We didn’t say it out loud, but we
were all thinking about it.”

These lingering thoughts continued through
the year 2000, when tentative steps were taken
in an attempt to bring closure to Jewett’s family.
A class of elementary students and their teacher
from Spearfish, took it upon themselves to
research South Dakota service members who were
listed as M.LA.

“They contacted my dad and asked if he could
tell them more about his brother, Arthur,” said
Jennifer Schoelerman, Bluie’s niece and daughter
to his younger brother, Keith. “They began talking
about how (the U.S. government) uses DNA
testing. At that point it was just this big dream in
the future.”

With the information gained from talking to
the student’s teacher, Keith contacted the U.S.
government, asking to be placed on their lists
for possible DNA testing should any remains be
found, Schoelerman said.

In 2002, unbeknownst to the Jewett family,
North Korea allowed a team from the U.S.
into their country to recover remains of service
members who were lost during the Korean
War, said Forbes. Once there, the team was led
to a site where they discovered the remains of
seven people, five of which were Americans.

Sgt. Ist Class Arthur F. Jewett

These remains were taken to Hawaii, where
anthropologists and archeologists went to work in
an attempt to discover their identities, he said.

Schoelerman said that it was 2005 when
the government tried to get in contact with her
father, hoping he could submit a DNA sample
to compare with that of the remains found
three years earlier. By this time her father Keith
had been diagnosed with leukemia, was very ill
and was unable to be reached, she said. So they
contacted her uncle Louis.

Louis gave his DNA sample in January, 2006,
as did his sister, Iyonne, and after three more long
years, the results had finally come in.

Arthur ‘Bluie’ Jewett had finally been found.

On August 25, 2009, Forbes and Rena
Thompson, a mortuary affairs specialist from
the Department of the Army’s Headquarters for
Mortuary Affairs, the agency who had found

and identified the remains, arrived in White
Horse to meet the Jewett family and to start the
preparations to bring their long lost brother back
to South Dakota.

Arthur’s remains would be flown from Hawaii
to South Dakota on a military aircraft, escorted
the whole time by a member of the U.S. Army, to
be buried with full military honors by the country
he gave his life defending.

For the Jewett family, the news was met
with a combination of shock and relief, said
Schoelerman, but there was also a great deal of
sorrow for those who were no longer alive to
hear it.

In the 59 years that had passed since 1950,
Arthur Jewett was joined in death by his
grandparents, parents and six of his brothers
and sisters, including Keith, Iyonne and his
twin brother Albert. Only his brother Louis and
younger sisters Julie and Juanita remain.

“When we heard (that Arthur had been found)
[ was so shocked,” Julie said. “I couldn’t say
anything. I just sat there and thought that the day
is finally coming that we are going to bring him
home, and there are only three of us left. All the
rest are gone. [t was bittersweet.”

Though it is hard to ignore the feelings of
sadness for those who couldn’t see it, little sister
Juanita Gable, only 8 years old when he died, is
simply happy to have her brother home.

“It is just so amazing that this could happen,”
Gable said. “I think we are lucky that we have
found our brother, and if this happened to us, it
could happen to anyone who has someone still
missing. This is a good thing.”

As friends and loved ones crowd closely around
them, Louis, Julie and Juanita look on quietly as
the Military Funeral Honors team concludes their
honorable ritual.

The rifle volley is fired, the haunting notes
from the bugle are sounded, and the American
flag is taken from the casket, folded crisply and
presented to the family. Words of comfort are
spoken by both priest and medicine man, and the
casket is lowered to its final resting place, while
traditional songs are sung to the beat of a tribal
drum.

As the crowd begins to leave, and members of
the family begin to respectfully cover the casket
with earth, two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters
from the South Dakota Army National Guard fly
slowly above their heads before disappearing over
the horizon.

From the ranch where he was born and raised,
to the freezing, mountainous battlefields of Korea
where he gave his life, and back again 59 years
later, Sgt. Ist Class Arthur F. Jewett has been on
a long journey. Now, in his resting place on the
banks of Jewett Creek, that journey has finally
come to its end.
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leaders will simply talk about incentives like the Montgomery
Gl Bill and tuition assistance and try to force a Soldier to
extend his or her contract. Alternatively, active listening is
about empathizing with the individual, giving him or her a
chance to talk about what’s affecting his or her decision and
then providing the Soldier with multiple options that serve the
best interests of the Guard and the individual.

“If you show that you’re concerned, your Soldier is more
likely to respond appropriately,” said Staff Sgt. George
Knox, a UCC student representing the 193rd Military Police
Battalion.

A recent push for Recruiting and Retention Command is to
move Soldiers into the Inactive National Guard at the end
of their contractual obligations instead of moving them into
the Inactive Ready Reserve. Once in the IRR, Soldiers are no
longer affiliated with the Guard and become federal assets
who can be deployed with any unit. By transitioning into the
ING, Soldiers maintain affiliation with the COARNG, and to

some degree, their units. Instead of being mobilized federally
with a unit they’ve never encountered before, Soldiers would
stay in the ING as Colorado assets. If needed for deployment,
Soldiers would be brought in to their former units and serve
with the people they know.

Class instructors Krenz and Lockert received high praise
from their students.

“They were great,” said Spc. Courtney Burgwald, acting
squad leader for ancillary services with the 928th Area
Support Medical Battalion out of Montrose, Colo. “Learning
through regulations can be dry and boring, but the instructors
kept us motivated, engaged and even entertained.”

Burgwald said she’s excited to begin working as a UCC.
“Ifeel more prepared now,” Burgwald said. “[Retention work]

is all very new to me and I had no idea what to expect, so this
class was a lifesaver. The information gained is invaluable.”

Slow down, listen
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Commentary by Sgt. 1st Class Pamlia C. Ames
Colorado National GuardPublic Affairs

A few months ago, | learned a really
good lesson.

I called Bernie Rogoff, director of
the Education Foundation, to inquire
about a request he had made. Of
course we started the conversation
with the usual greetings, but | was
really ready to move on to business,
so when Bernie asked me how | was
doing | replied, “Great.” (So | lied. |
was having a horrible day. So what?!)
Then out of politeness | asked the
same of him. He said, “Not so good.”
But | was on autopilot, and before |
realized what Bernie said | replied,
“Great. Good to hear it.” Then |
realized what had just transpired. So
| stopped to listen.

After inquiring what was bothering
him, Bernie told me his young
daughter-in-law was on the verge of
death and wasn’t expected to live
another week. As he explained the
circumstances and suffering of the

woman — a young wife and mother
dying of cancer — | sat at my desk,
humbled.

| asked if there was anything | could
do. Anything. Bernie told me |
already had. Just to be able to talk to
someone about it made it easier for
him to try to adjust to the idea that his
grandchildren would soon be without
their mother.

So what?!

All 1 did was slow down and listen,
and that extra few minutes of my time
made it a little easier for someone else
to cope with a life-changing event.

So what?!

Just imagine what we could all
accomplish if we just slowed down; if
we all took a few extra minutes every
once inawhile to just listen. Listening
is not simply hearing. The more we
listen, the better we understand each
other, our mission and how we each
fit into the bigger picture.

Listen to the ideas

of our subordinates, the meaning of
our leader’s directions and the hearts
of our colleagues. It’s to these men
and women we are all obligated.

If we slow down and listen now, we’ll
do an even better job of assisting
our Soldiers, Airmen, civilians and
family members when they face
troubles — and they’ll know they can
also count on us to help celebrate
their successes.

When we listen, we treat people like
people and not as a means to an end.

And if we listen now, we know we
can be counted on to lead — or follow
—when lives are at risk.






Online Gommunities Make
Faces Stick Out in a Growd

By Sqt. Eric W. Jensen
Joint Force Headquarters

Before a few weeks ago, I had never heard of Kevin Colvin.
I'm fairly certain the young bank intern from Massachusetts had
no intention of revealing his identity to unknown, casual users of
Facebook like me either. Nonetheless, Colvin became a reluctant
Internet sensation after violating this unpatented social media
slogan — what happens on Facebook, doesn’t necessarily stay on
Facebook.

Colvin’s descent into Internet infamy began innocently enough
with an e-mail to his employers explaining a sudden departure
from work. The correspondence read: Paul/Jill — I just wanted
to let you know that I will not be able to come into work tomorrow.
Something came up at home and I had to go to New York this morn-
ing for the next couple of days. I apologize for the delayed notice. Kind
regards, Kevin.

Something had come up, but it wasn’t a family emergency. In-
stead, Colvin’s urgent transmission was used as a ruse to attend a
Halloween party in his home town of Worcester, Mass. The event
was documented by attendees via digital photo and the images
were promptly posted to Facebook.

Colvin may or may not have been aware that the photos had
found their way onto the Internet. He also may or may not have
known that his boss was Facebook savvy and had decided to do
some fact-checking on Kevin's weekend whereabouts. What he
uncovered was certainly a violation of employer/employee trust. A
photo featuring Colvin dressed in a fairy costume, smothered in
glitter and wielding a can of cheap beer and a wand overwhelm-
ingly indicated that the family emergency had been a fib.

Kevin's boss humorously replied to Colvin’s original message by
attaching the photo and blind carbon copying their entire office.
'The message read: Kevin — Thanks for letting us know — hope every-
thing is ok in New York. (Cool wand). Cheers.

'This anecdote, while very
amusing, illustrates the impor-

‘ﬁl .

tance of practicing responsibil- e wav we ﬂﬂmm“mﬂate
our message is dictated
by our entire force.”

ity in an age of immediate and
extremely accessible informa-
tion. The entire communication
landscape has changed, and
with it, has brought tremen-
dous challenges for military
members. While we embrace social media sites, and use them to
exchange ideas and maintain connectivity with friends and family
while mobilized, commanders are legitimately concerned about
operational security. How do we manage the use of social media
effectively to deliver positive messages without tearing down
public perception of our organization because of those who use
sites and web tools irresponsibly? Many would suggest we should
just cut the dragon’s head off completely. I disagree. Here are a
few statistics for the naysayers:

* By 2010, Generation Y, or the Millennial Generation, will

Commentary —

Master Sgt. Mike R. Smith

Jack Harrison, director of National Guard Bureau Public Affairs (second from left) presents a
National Guard Heritage print titled “9-11” to members of the North Dakota National Guard
Public Affairs Office, induding Staff Sgt. Billie Jo Lorius, Lt. Col. Rick Smith and Staff Sgt. Amy
Wieser Willson. The print and corresponding award was for Excellence in Public Communica-
tions in support of Domestic Operations for the team’s communications support during North
Dakota spring 2009 flooding. Social media sites, such as Flickr, Facebook and Twitter, allowed
for the dissemination of critical emergency flood information to a wider audience. Much of
the team, including Capt. Dan Murphy, who led the public affairs efforts during the flood, are
deployed to Kosovo.

outnumber Baby Boomers ... 96 percent of them have
joined a social network.

+  If Facebook were a country it would be the world’s fourth
largest, ranking between the United States and Indonesia.

*  'There are more than 200 million blogs.

*  Social networks and blogs are the fourth most popular on-
line activities, which includes beating the use of personal
e-mail.

*  Around 64 percent of marketers are using social media for
five hours or more each week during campaigns, with 39
percent using it for 10 or more hours per week. (Informa-
tion compiled by http://econsultancy.com and
http://socialnomics.net)

From a public affairs standpoint, we cannot afford
to be a meek voice that uses reactionary methods for
information engagement. This couldn’t have been
demonstrated any more comprehensively than dur-
ing North Dakota’s historic flood fight in the spring
of 2009. By using social media methods, we were
able to deliver critical information to the general
public in a timely manner, helping to minimize the
loss of property and contribute to the safety of our
communities. We were also able to tell the N.D. National Guard’s
story more effectively.

'The way we communicate our message is dictated by our entire
force. Please use caution when using social media sites. Remem-
ber that you are the message. Your appearance and actions hold
more significance and implications than you may be aware of.
Kevin Colvin learned through an embarrassing ordeal that what
goes out on social media sites can always come back — most the
time unannounced and in an awkward fashion. Don’t be naive
in thinking that no one is looking because at least 300 million
Facebook users are.
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ey ya’lll Welcome to Ft. Moultrie!

I live here on beautiful Sullivan’s

Island, S.C. On Dec. 19, 2009, my
friends in South Carolina will be celebrating
the bicentennial of my completion. Of course,
for a fort born in February 1776, | had already
witnessed some very exciting events way be-
fore | was ever completed.

My life began during a tumultuous time
in S.C. Until 1774, most South Carolinians
had enjoyed a happy co-existence with Great
Britain. In fact, nine of the 10 wealthiest busi-
nessmen in the American colonies lived in
S.C. However, when King George Il levied
higher taxes to help pay off his war debts, a
cry went out “taxation without representation
is tyranny!” In response, the first Continental
Congress, made up of great men from S.C. and
the other 12 American colonies, met. After the
King rejected their Declaration of Colonial
Rights in May 1775, our S.C. General As-
sembly felt an obligation to ensure our people
were protected.

To accomplish this, they established a Com-
mittee of Safety. Soon after, this committee
ordered its Citizen-Soldiers to act. On Sept.

22 Palmetto Guard Family Magazine

If The.

Editors note: As our state commemorates the bicentennial of the completion of Ft. Moultrie on
Dec. 19, 1809, the “Swamp Fox History” pages of this magazine will showcase South Carolina’s
epic service at the fort in a personified three-part series called “If These Walls Could Talk.”

15, 1775, Charleston residents awoke to find
Ft. Johnson, across the harbor from me, un-
der colonial control. An indigo blue flag with
the word “Liberty” inscribed in the center of
a silver-colored gorget sewn onto the top left-
hand corner replaced the British flag. With the
raising of the “Liberty Flag” South Carolina
had committed herself to the American Revo-
lution.

For the next several months, S.C. patriots
strengthened fortifications around Charleston
Harbor in anticipation of a British assault to
regain control of Charleston. Because they
considered my strategic position the key to
Charleston Harbor, officers such as Capt. Peter
Horry arrived in February 1776, to begin my
construction. Shortly thereafter, he said | was
looking like an “immense pen, 500 feet long
and 16 feet wide, filled with sand to stop the
shot.” With my delivery date coming sooner
than expected, they didn’t have time to ship in
standard fort building materials. Instead, they
used palmetto trees which grow in abundance
around here. It’s a good thing too ‘cause when
Col. William Moultrie arrived here in March,
he didn’t think much of my growth spurt!
His boss Maj. Gen. Charles Lee, the Ameri-

can commander in the south was even less
impressed when he got here June 8. He con-
sidered me a trap and “slaughter pen,” what-
ever that meant! | knew better. Little did they
realize, the palmetto logs they built me with
would end up being my best defense.

The day for me to prove my worthiness
as a fort came on June 28, 1776. By then, |
was square in shape with a bastion at each
angle. Although only two sides of my wall
were completed, they were strong. They con-
sisted of two parallel rows spaced 16 feet apart
filled with sand. My merlons were 16 ft. thick,
filled with sand and rose 10 ft. above cannon
platforms supported by brick pillars. In other
words, | was built to keep my Soldiers safe.

I’ll never forget June 28. Around 9:30 in the
morning, | could see British Commodore Pe-
ter Parker and his squadron of 11 ships sailing
toward me from Morris Island. | could also
hear the musket and cannon fire echoing from
what we now call the Isle of Palms as Brit-
ain’s Maj. Gen. Henry Clinton aided by Lord
Charles Cornwallis and 2,500 redcoat soldiers
and marines attempted to cross Breach Inlet
(between the Isle of Palms and Sullivan’s Is-
land) on my left. Col. William Thompson’s
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Story and photos by Maj. Scott Bell, S.C. National Guard Historian

Continentals and a couple hundred of our S.C.
militia, aided by a strong current, kept beating
Clinton’s forces back.

It’s fortunate they were able to because my
commander, Col. Moultrie and Capt. Fran-
cis Marion, who came to be known as “The
Swamp Fox,” had their hands full facing down
Parker’s 270 guns with only 31 cannons and
a mere 10,000 pounds of gunpowder. At the
beginning of the battle, | could hear Moultrie
telling his men “make every shot count” and
they did! Holes were soon visible in every
ship within range, especially Parker’s largest
ships, the Bristol and the Experiment. The ar-
tillerymen firing from my platforms were not
only very accurate, they were also very smart.
Oftentimes, they would fire red hot cannon-
balls at the British! Several times, we thought
the Bristol and Experiment might catch fire. I
could barely see through all the smoke.

Although we only had enough shot and
gunpowder to fire at the British once every
10 minutes or so, they had no such shortage.
They fired at me for nine-and-a-half hours but
my soft, spongy palmetto logs absorbed the
impact every time. Fact is, about the only time
| got nervous was when both the Bristol and
Experiment swung broadside at me once and
fired all their cannons simultaneously. It was
a lucky volley. Shook me to my foundations
but I held true.

Have you ever heard of Sgt. William Jas-
per? | saw the phrase
“courage under fire”
personified by him this
day. What a hero! The
Liberty Flag’s mast
was shot in two by a
cannonball right about
the time the British lost
a frigate attempting to
outflank us. Leaping
down from his posi-
tion, Jasper retrieved
the flag under a hail of
British cannon fire and
was pulled back over
the wall to the cheers
of everyone here. Col.
Moultrie brought him a
makeshift staff. | was so
proud. Jasper attached
the flag and mount-

“Don’t let us fight without
aflag!”

The day ended well for
the patriot cause. Despite
the pounding, we lost only
12 men and won America’s
first decisive southern vic-
tory in the American Revo-
lution. Parker lost 70 sailors
and another 130 wounded.
Every person on the quar-
terdeck of Parker’s Bristol,
the flagship of the fleet,
was killed or wounded, in-
cluding Parker who had his
britches torn off, and back-
side laid bare by shrapnel.
Boy, was that a “full moon!”
By nightfall, Parker broke off the attack, picked
up Clinton’s forces and sailed back north.

As you can imagine, patriots throughout S.C.
and all around the new nation, were mighty
proud of what we accomplished here June 28.
Until then, | was known simply as the log fort
on Sullivan’s Island. Soon after, the leaders in
S.C. gave me Col. Moultrie’s last name. | was
finally “somebody.” What an honor! Every
time | hear my name -- Ft. Moultrie -- spo-
ken, my walls swell with pride remembering
a great man who inspired over 400 patriots to
risk all on a hot June day in the pursuit of free-
dom. A year later, the citizens of Charleston

Francis Marion are featured in the center right foreground.

Lizzie Taylor (left) and Joy Sasnett, students at Heathwood Hall Episco-
pal School, are taught the history of the symbols of the South Carolina
flag by Buddy Sturgis, the Director of the S.C. Military Museum.

started hosting annual commemorations on the
anniversary of the triumph here. Years later,
the S.C. General Assembly honored me again.
Each time you look at the S.C. flag, you’ll see
symbols of this great American victory. The
palmetto tree represents my defenders resil-
ience against the tyranny of Britain. The silver
crescent depicts the accoutrement worn on the
ether caps of Moultrie’s men which also flew
on the Liberty Flag. The indigo blue color of
the flag is also representative of the uniform
color of my defenders, who used indigo -- one
of South Carolina’s big cash crops at the time
-- to dye their uniforms.
Yep! As | mentioned at the beginning of
my story, by the time
I was completed 200
years ago in Decem-
ber 1809, I had already
witnessed some very
exciting events. As
thrilling as the Ameri-
can Revolution was,
wait “til you hear about
all the rest of the wars
I’ve been a part of.
After all, I’m the only
unit of the National
Park System where the
entire 171-year history
of American seacoast
defense  (1776-1947)
can be traced. Wait un-
til next time, I’ve only
just begun to reveal my
secrets!

X John Blake White gave his The Battle of Fort Moultrie to the U.S. Senate in 1901 so “the sons may
ing the parapet shouted, know how their fathers fought to secure the precious boon of liberty.” Col. William Moultrie and Capt.
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Story and photo by Maj. Scott Bell, S.C. National Guard Historian
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Editor’s Note: As our state commemorates the bicentennial of the completion of Ft. Moultrie on Dec. 19, 1809, the “Swamp Fox His-
tory” pages of this magazine will showcase South Carolina's epic service at the fort in a personified three-part series called “If These

Walls Could Talk.”

ey ya’lll Welcome back to Ft.

Moultrie! Thanks for dropping by

to celebrate the 200th anniversary

of my completion. Since your last
visit, a lot of folks have stopped in to see me.
The S.C. National Guard’s 246th Army Band
performed for me on June 30th. Sure glad they
didn’t have to march here from Columbia like
our Guardsmen use to have to do! Others have
visited dressed the same way our National
Guard did in the 1800s. All of these gestures
mean a lot to me and bring back some very
exciting memories.

Since I mentioned the 1800s, let me share
a few thoughts following our victory over
Great Britain through our victory over Spain
in 1898. You might think when my job in the
American Revolution wrapped up in April
1784, they would have put this ole’ war horse
out to pasture. Let me share a secret with you,
they did give me about a 10-year vacation.
Now, how would you school kids like to have
a summer break last that long?

Unfortunately, the lasting peace our great
Citizen-Soldiers hoped for after the Revolution
didn’t last. By June 1794, the British were up to
their old tricks again and my boss — Governor
William Moultrie — ordered his folks to give
me a facelift. Just two months later a British
squadron sailed right up within my view,
boarded our ship Norfolk and took four of our
country’s Seamen. Wish I’d been in fighting
form by then to give those bullies the same
kind of whipping we gave Parker’s squadron
in 1776! Fortunately, cooler heads prevailed
and several months later the Jay Treaty was
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signed.

Needless to say, despite King George III
of England’s reassurances, the folks here in
Charleston still didn’t trust him. They pitched
in over $12,000, more than a few hundred
thousand dollars in today’s money, to help our
nation pay for my second new look. When I
went back to work on Nov. 1798, I was 17-
feet tall, had six 12-pounder cannons and 10
26-pounders.

Like the ancient warrior Achilles, I felt
impenetrable but secretly, I too had an
“Achilles heel,” so to speak. Mine was a new
50-foot-wide glacis, or sloping wall of ground
facing Charleston harbor. When the hurricane
we call the “Tremendous Storm” of Sept. 7,
1804, rolled through here, it nearly wiped me
out. But, we S.C. folks are resilient and my
friend Alexander Macomb, who later became
the commanding general of the U.S. Army,
came in here and finished me up on the third
try. After a five-year vacation, I was back to
work protecting Charleston on Dec. 19, 1809.
Although my 15-foot-high brick walls have
taken a beating many times since, I think the
saying “third time’s a charm” proved true for
me.

The next couple of years reminded all of us
in S.C. that in order to have peace, you must
have a strong military. Unprovoked British
attacks on U.S. shipping occurred and more
and more Citizen-Soldiers began joining S.C.
militia units. When war was finally declared
against Britain in 1812, militia units were here
preparing me for another British invasion.
Fortunately for the Brits, they never came
within firing distance of me during the War of

1812. I guess they learned their lesson on June
28, 1776! Peace between our two countries
came on Christmas Eve 1814. We’ve pretty
much been friends ever since.

For the next 36 years, a variety of Guardsmen
from our state and others in the southeast
occasionally marched down here to do their
annual training with the U.S. Army. Most of
the time, the barracks were full so they’d set
up tents around me, drill and work on their
artillery skills. I also got to meet some famous
folks during this time.

One of them was a feller by the name of
Edgar Allen Poe. He was stationed here with
Company H of the
Ist U.S. Artillery
from 1827 to
1828. Back in
those days, a lot of
people worked on
farms and didn’t
have time to get
an education. But
he did. And while
he was here, he
wrote a lot. In fact,
Moultrieville,
now the town of
Sullivan’s Island,
was the inspiration for “The Gold Bug,” his
famous buried pirate treasure tale. He even
mentions me in the story!

Another colorful figure was Osceola, the
great Seminole Indian chief who lived here
during the Second Seminole War. To this day,
I still feel sorry for the man. When he, 116 of
his warriors and 82 women and children were

Edgar Allan Poe served at Ft.
Moultrie from 1827 - 1828.
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treacherously taken into custody under a white
flag of truce, they were imprisoned here in
January 1838. We tried our best to make them
comfortable. In fact, Osceolabecame a celebrity
and got to take in a show in Charleston before
his death several weeks later. We gave him a
full military funeral with honors. He and my
dear friend William Moultrie are buried here.

Do any of you like baseball? I’'m a huge fan!
Abner Doubleday is another famous character
who served here as an artillery officer in the
1860s. He’s often credited for “inventing”
baseball. Whether the legend is true or not,
one thing’s for sure, there’s been a lot of great
baseball played here ever since. Every time I
see parents playing catch with their kids out
here, I’'m reminded of the brave, young captain
I knew, who was here at the outbreak of our
nation’s tragic Civil
War.

As someone who

had friends on both
sides of that conflict
let me tell you, I hope
our nation never has
to go through that
again. When S.C.
became the first
state to secede from
the United States
on Dec. 20, 1860,
I again became the
focal point for both
sides in controlling
Charleston harbor.

stationed themselves about a mile or so north
of me. The day after Christmas 1860, Maj.
Robert Anderson, my commander, abandoned
me and secretly sent his entire force to Ft.
Sumter in the middle of the harbor.

The next day, I was under S.C. control. I
kept hoping an all-out shooting war wouldn’t
happen but on Jan. 9, 1861, the first shots
were fired. President James Buchanan didn’t
listen to S.C. Governor Francis W. Pickens’
warning about any attempt to resupply Ft.
Sumter. Buchanan sent the Union supply ship
Star of the West anyway. As they watched the
ship near Ft. Sumter, Citadel cadets on Morris
Island (located across the harbor from me)
fired into the vessel. My defenders then fired
a couple of volleys forcing the ship’s hasty
retreat. Tensions continued to rise until April
12, 1861, when General P.G.T. Beauregard
ordered all Confederate artillery batteries
around Charleston harbor to open fire on Ft.
Sumter. Two hours later, Doubleday fired the
Union’s first shots of the war at me in response.
Hardly put a scratch on me. The cannon balls
just bounced off my walls. I didn’t take it
personally. Doubleday was just doing his
duty.

For the next four years, I did my duty and
protected both Charleston harbor and my
S.C. defenders through many battles. I got
battered but I never broke. I reckon that’s
why both sides pitched in to fix me up after
the war ended in 1865. Like me, our country
was healing and by March 1869, Congress
allowed S.C. to have a state militia again.
A year later, they started calling themselves
the S.C. National Guard. By 1876, I was
as shiny as a brand new penny and people
from all over the country began coming to
visit me. It sure felt good to live in a united
country again.

Soon after I became a tourist attraction, our
nation entered the “modern era” of coastal
defense and I had another growth spurt. Even

though we were at peace, European nations
began building a lot of huge steel sea monsters
called battleships. Here’s another little secret,
those ships were stronger than anything I had
ever had to fight. President Grover Cleveland
decided to even the odds in 1885. A little more
than 10 years later, | had Batteries Jasper and
Capron helping me protect Charleston. Capron
had 16, 12-inch mortars and could lob 16, 700-
pound shells on an enemy ship at the same
time. [ couldn’t imagine the weight of four cars
falling on me at the same time! Battery Jasper
had four, 10-inch rifles that could fire rounds
about the weight of a refrigerator at a ship
more than eight miles away! By the way, [ have
another secret to tell. I think Battery Jaspers
rifles were magic. They would disappear after
you fired them. Then, all of the sudden, they
would just pop back up when you had to fire
again.

Anyway, it’s a good thing I got Jasper and
Capron when I did because in February 1898, a
fairlynew U.S. battleship called the Maine blew
up in Havana, Cuba. Everybody was sure Spain
sank it, so two months later Congress declared
war on them. Expecting Spanish Admiral

Members of the S.C.N.G. camp outside Ft. Moultrie’s
walls during the Spanish-American War.

Pasquale Cervera to sail into Charleston harbor
at any time with his battleships, I was glad I
had Jasper and Capron to protect Charleston.
As in previous wars, the S.C. National
Guard was “Always Ready — Always
There” to man my guns. Fortunately, an
attack never came and four months later,
the Spanish-American War was over.
Well, friends, I hope you enjoyed your
second visit today as much as the first. I
think you’ll agree, those years following
our victory over Great Britain through
our victory over Spain were memorable
ones. I even got to share a few secrets
with you! I’'m looking forward to the
next time you come. When you do, I’ll
share some stories about our Citizen-
Soldiers who served here during World
Wars I and II. I’ll even reveal a few more
secrets. See you next time!

Soon after, a couple Col. Roswell Ripley’s 1st S.C. Artillery Battalion mans Ft. Moultrie’s 32-pounder cannons

thousand S.C. troops

pointed at Ft. Sumter during our nation’s Civil War.
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Story by Maj. Scott Bell, S.C. National Guard Historian
Archival photographs courtesy of the National Park Service at Ft. Moultrie

Editor’s Note: As our state commemorates the bicentennial completion of Ft. Moultrie on Dec. 19, 1809, the “Swamp Fox History”
pages of this magazine are proud to showcase South Carolina’s epic service at the fort in this final installment of a personified three-part

series called ““If These Walls Could Talk.”

ey ya’lll Welcome back to Ft.

Moultrie. Thanks for coming by to

celebrate the 200th anniversary of
my completion on Dec. 19, 1809.
What a great year 2009 has been. I’ve had
so many friends from the S.C. National
Guard down here visiting, | thought ya’ll
were bringing me out of retirement. Just
kidding! But, you have to admit, the Guard
and | did spend a lot of time together
between the American Revolution and
World War II.

Speaking of those great times here on
beautiful Sullivan’s Island, let me pick
up where | left off during your last visit.
Soon after the Spanish-American War,
our President William McKinley was
assassinated. Sadly, he was the last of us
Civil War veterans to serve as president.
Vice President Teddy Roosevelt — the old
“Rough Rider” himself — then became
our nation’s youngest president at age 42.
Well, Teddy, who had received a Medal of
Honor during the Spanish-American War,
believed in speaking softly and carrying a

Army purchased all the land south of the
Sullivan’s Island light house, as well as
smaller pieces of land up to Breach Inlet, to
build artillery batteries and other structures.
Breach Inlet, you recall, is where 200 of our
brave Guardsmen helped Col. Thompson
repel 2,500 redcoats on June 28, 1776.
Anyway, | was so big folks started calling
me the Ft. Moultrie Military Reservation.
To help my Soldiers, their families and
all the folks who were building summer
cottages on the island to get around easier,
the S.C. General Assembly allowed a
company to build a street car system here

on Sullivan’s Island in 1903. Want to know
another secret? Those “Station” markers
you saw all along the road as you drove
down here are all that’s left of the old street
car system.

Besides the sounds of progress from all
the new construction here and that funky
new street car’s bell, things were relatively
peaceful here until April 1917. That’s
when Congress was forced to declare war
on Germany. Five companies of the S.C.
National Guard quickly mobilized to man
my positions and an antisubmarine net was
placed across Charleston Harbor to keep
out German U-boats. Life was about to get
real scary.

While we worried about German U-boats
and what they might do to our shipping
here in Charleston, we also had to worry
about a new threat from the air. Ever since
Orville and Wilbur Wright flew their first
Flyer — now called an *“airplane” -- a
few hundred miles north of here in 1903,
German engineers had been working hard
to develop their own. They must have

big stick! Before the Grace Memorial Bridge was constructed
Needless to say, it wasn’t long before connecting Charleston to Mt. Pleasant, Soldiers and

their families went to Charleston and back via small
I went through another growth spurt. The salling vessels stch as this,

done a good job of it “‘cause when we went
to war, my Soldiers spent a lot of time
installing anti-aircraft guns. You wouldn’t

\
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know it today but by the end of the “Great
War,” there were 3,000 Soldiers serving
with me here on the island.

Things quieted down a lot after the Allies
and Germany signed the armistice on Nov.
11, 1918. I can’t begin to tell you how proud
all of us here in Charleston were when the
U.S.S. Pocahontas sailed by me on March
28, 1919, into the harbor carrying our S.C.
National Guard’s 118th Infantry Regiment.
Charlestonians turned out by the thousands
to meet the ship at the dock to welcome
our S.C. heroes home. Despite the joy we
all felt, we couldn’t help but feel sadness
for the families of the 329 enlisted men
and 14 officers from the unit who didn’t
make the trip home. They, like so many
S.C. Guardsmen before them, had paid the
ultimate price for our freedom.

In 1920, Congress did something we
all applauded. They passed the National

Defense Act. From then
on, my Guard buddies in
the Coastal Artillery had
the money they needed
to come visit more often.
They’d practice firing my
big guns from Batteries
Jasper, Logan, Capron and
Butler at targets thousands
of yards out to sea. What
was really cool is when
they’d fire my mortars
at Capron and Butler. It
would literally shake the

Left to right: Hon. Olin D. Johnson, Governor of S.C., Gen. (Ret.)
Charles P. Summerall, Brig. Gen. James C. Dozier, The Adjutant
General of S.C., Col. Charles A. Dravo, Ft. Moultrie Post Commander
and Lt. Col. Claud C. Smith, 263rd Coast Artillery Commander review a

island like an earthquake.
To keep the ladies of the
island happy, we wisely
learned to warn them before each practice.
It gave them time to open all their windows
and take the china off the shelves. After all,
we didn’t want any windows and fine china
getting shattered!

Over the next 20 years, | became a big
training base. Not only were S.C. National
Guard Soldiers training with me but young
men from the Senior Reserve Officer
Training Corps, Citizens Military Training
Camps and Civilian Conservation Corps
were training here as well.

By the way, did you know America
once had five-star generals and admirals?
There’s only been nine of ‘em and the first
one was my boss in 1933. George Marshall
was a Colonel when he came here in June
of that year. By the time he moved on to his
next job in October, I’d had another facelift
and all of us here knew he was going
places. Where, we weren’t sure, but after
the Japanese killed over 2,000 Americans
at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, Marshall
became a household name.

Four days later, Germany declared war on
the United States. As Chief of Staff of the

S.C. National Guard Coastal Artillery Soldiers practice firing one of four 10-inch rifles mounted on
disappearing carriages. When fired, the rifles recoiled behind Battery Jasper’s walls at Ft. Moultrie.

parade of S.C. National Guard Soldiers on July 30, 1936.

Army, my old boss, would direct our war
effort to defeat both Japan’s imperial forces
and Nazi Germany. Fortunately, Marshall
had planned ahead. The S.C. National
Guard’s 500-strong, 263rd Coast Artillery

“Probably the most important
mission of the Regular Army
is to provide the Rnowledge,
the expert personnel and the
installations for training the
Citizen-Soldier upon whom,
in my view, the future
peace of the world largely
depends.”

Gen. George C. Marshall
Chief of Staff of the Army

(Biennial Report to the
Secretary of War, 1944-1945)

|
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The 263rd Coastal Artillery (Harbor Defense) headquarters at Ft. Moultrie during World War 1.

(Harbor Defense) had been stationed here
since January 1941, mounting searchlights
and manning my harbor defenses. A
month after Germany declared war on us,
the Nazis torpedoed several ships off the
coast of North Carolina and every seacoast
fortification remained on high alert for the
remainder of the war.

Now’s a good time to tell you another
secret. Looking back, it’s really kind of a

A 263rd Soldier wearing the Coat of Arms on his World War Il

dress uniform with Ft. Sumter in the background.

funny tale to tell. As your grandparents will
tell you, at the outbreak of the war, there
was a nationwide effort to collect scrap
metal to send to our steel industry. Places

\
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like the “Steel City” in Pennsylvania would
melt down scrap and send new steel to
the “Arsenal of Democracy” in Michigan
to make airplanes and tanks. It just so
happened my 263rd brothers from Beaufort
had two ancient, four-pounder Napoleon
brass cannons sitting out in front of their
office here. In fact, those boys loved those
cannons so much, they had small copies of
them put on their coat of arms.

Well, one day some folks
decided the 263rd needed to
send those shiny cannons off
to get melted down. What
those folks didn’t know is that
some Beaufort boys lost those
cannons the night before the
Civil War battle of Bay Point. It
took until 1881, for the Beaufort
unit to get their most prized
possessions home again. Well,
guess what? They decided they
weren’t gonna lose ‘em again!

The night before the cannons
were to be sent off, | watched
some of my Beaufort buddies
sneak out of the barracks, hop
into a flatbed truck, drive over
to their headquarters, pick up
those two cannons and drive
off. Before reveille was sounded
the next morning, those boys
had taken an unauthorized pass,
driven to Beaufort, hidden the cannons in
someone’s barn and gotten back here to
their barracks before sunrise! Affter the
war, | heard both cannons just reappeared

Our Reverie
&St the hush of the night
& feel pour strong arms

Cjeﬁkﬁng e light;

Che bugle blows in the distance
CWlth your lps on mine we listen
As the beautifil notes of “lights out”
St - and all is quidt,
Qo whisper 5o tonderly
As the moon light enfolds thee
S ypour ees
& can see
Al the love you have for me,
CWth the lost notes of the bugle
Qo re no longer & Odoldior
CS8ut my men - honey,

As from salute
QFvur hand falls
And caresses me,

Q’Oﬁf/ daT/iﬁj - the hush qf the evening
& our reverie.

An anonymous World War Il poem found in a
Soldier’s scrapbook at Ft. Moultrie.

outside the old Beaufort Armory one
morning.

Another interesting thing happened
here during the war. You may not believe
it but the first time women were officially
recognized for serving in the U.S. military
wasn’t until after the start of World War I1.
Can you guess where some of those first
Women’s Army Corps (WACs) members
served? Yep, right here with me. Gosh,
those WACs sure were pretty and they
smelled a whole lot better than my 263rd
buddies!

As the war progressed, | got two 12-
inch rifles, 90-mm antiaircraft guns
and some of our country’s most state-
of-the-art communications and harbor
defense equipment. It was installed in that
camouflaged building over there on my

During World War 1, 263rd Coast Atrtillery
(Harbor Defense) Soldiers such as Cpl. Arthur
L. Quick of Battery B, were required to carry
“Pass Cards” if they were leaving Ft. Moultrie
Military Reservation. Typically, Soldiers were
granted pass on Wednesday's from 1 p.m.
until 11:59 p.m. On weekends, they normally
had pass from noon on Saturday until 11:59
p.m. on Sunday.





A Woman’s Army Corps unit parades at Ft. Moultrie during World War I

northwest bastion. The Navy called their
portion the Harbor Entrance Control Post.
The 263rd called their part of the building a
Harbor Defense Command Post.

Even with all this new equipment, by the
time we’d won World War Il, my friends
were asking me what my plans would be
after the war. As you may recall from your
two previous visits, my job has always been
to protect Charleston and its harbor from an
attack by sea. | really thought about sticking
around but | knew with the support of our

1st Sgt. Herold Brown, Headquarters, 2nd
Battalion, 263rd Coast Artillery (Harbor
Defense) mans our nation’s state-of-the-art
Harbor Defense Command Post during World
War II.

A 263rd Soldier photographs his wife at
Ft. Moultrie during World War II.

World War 1.

Navy, American troopers could land on any
beachhead, take it and keep it. | also knew
our air forces could destroy enemy targets
above or below the ocean. Knowing my
city would be safe from here-on-out made
my decision to retire an easy one. To be
honest, | needed the rest!

After 171 years of service, a lot of people
ask me if | miss it. In some ways | do but
the great thing about being retired is more
people get to visit me now. Fact is, while
I was serving, | had a lot of dangerous,
explosive stuff here. Folks couldn’t enjoy
me the way they do today. What’s really
neat is how many families moved into my
old post housing, buildings and bunkers all
up and down the beach. The Fort Moultrie
Military Reservation is gone but thanks to

The 263rd’s G-Company in formation preparing for guard mount during

my National Park Service (NPS) rangers,
S.C. National Guard and the folks living
on Sullivan’s Island, the memories of those
who served here with me will live on.

Well my friends, thanks again for visiting.
You made this 200th anniversary of my
completion a very special year for me.
Thanks for letting me share some awesome
memories of the great Citizen-Soldiers
who served with me. As you have heard —
from the old fort’s mouth — so to speak, the
S.C. National Guard has been like family
to me since the American Revolution. And
oh, by the way, don’t let my Ranger Rick
Hatcher know, but if you ever need me, I’m
“Always Ready—Always There” to fight
beside you!

The Army lowered Ft. Moultrie’s flag flag for the last time in 1947. In 1960, S.C. transferred custody of
the historic fort to the National Park Service. To schedule a staff ride for your unit to Ft. Moultrie, please
contact Maj Scott Bell, S.C. National Guard Historian at (803) 667-1013.
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VIEW FROM THE TOP

Comments from North Dakota National Guard Leadership

The Art of Caring Leadership Through Attitude

In the North Dakota National Guard,
we are facing some of the most chal-
lenging times in our history due to the
transformation of a reserve force to an
operational force. Due to deployments, we
have fewer people in critical jobs. Make no
mistake, we will always get the job done
and to standard, but it will take much
perserverance. I believe with the right
attitude daily and caring for one another
personally and professionally, we have the
ability to make a difference in our organi-
zation and ensure we meet our standards.

I believe that attitude is the one thing
in our life that we
have full control
over each day,
hour, minute and
second. We are able
to choose how we
think, feel and most
importantly how we
treat our Families, our co-workers and ev-
eryone else around us. Eight simple letters
can make a difference between winning or
losing, happy and sad, or how we treat one
another. These letters are the difference
between existing in life or truly living it
to the fullest each day. The first thing I do
each day is check my
ATTITUDE and choose to have a great
day instead of just existing.

Attitude is the foundation for a great
leader versus an average leader. It means
being able to develop others through care

Attitude is the foundation
for a great leader versus
an average leader.”

and mentorship, including letting some-
one know what their strengths are along
with being able to let them know areas for
improvement. It’s about being honest to
yourself and others that you lead or leaders
you may follow. Great leaders give direc-
tion not directions. No matter our position
within the organization, we all have the
ability to make decisions, have confidence
in others and let them decide the “how,”
you just provide the “what.” Give your sub-
ordinates tough problems and challenge
them to wrestle with them; ALWAYS tell
them the positives along with areas for
improvement. The
worst thing we can
do is say nothing.
Many times

in life, we spend

a great amount

of time worry-

ing about things
that never materialize. We need to control
what we can control. It all circles back to
attitude and changing ourselves instead of
trying to change others or situations we
may be in. We must go back to the core
values of the military; what we are taught
and most importantly, the life experiences.
'The professional military ethic is loyalty to
the nation, the military and the unit. Duty
is our obligation to do the job to the best
of our abilities. Selfless Service is putting
the needs and the goals of the nation, the
military, and your unit and your Soldier or

Lt Col. Rick Smith

Public Information Officer
North Dakota National Guard

Airman ahead of your personal needs and
interest. We need to possess courage, over-
coming fears of bodily harm and do our
duty while doing what’s right — even when
no one is looking. Candor is being frank,
open, honest and sincere with Soldiers,
Airmen, seniors and peers. Competence

is proficiency in required professional
knowledge, judgment and skills. Commit-
ment means the dedication to carry out all
unit missions and to serve the values of the
unit, military and the country.

Given the challenges that we are facing
in the N.D. National Guard, it is impor-
tant that we focus on the mission and
each other to create a culture of caring and
mentorship to take the organization into
the future. Do the hard, right thing and
choose the right attitude to make a differ-
ence in someone’s life. Imagine the power
of these eight letters and the difference
you can make!!

Sincerely,

Lt. Col. Rick Smith
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T‘we ‘Legent’ of

Fact or Fietion?
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Story by Maj. Dawn Dancer Research my Master Sgt. Miner Roth

It was late afternoon on a dark, dreary

October day. Merry Meredith was closing up
the Camp Grayling Officer’s Club for another
season. The wooden floors creaked beneath
her footsteps as she moved from one roo
another preparing the historic buildi
winter solace.
Merry worked alone but she was f
with the annual routine and already had all
the outside windows shut and locked. j
the late autumn chill setting in, the oming
screened front doors, normall opped open to
encourage guests, were also shut tight. So too
were the large wooden exterior doors. Merry
had the entire perimeter sealed like a tomb.
Inside, Merry spent much of her time putting
away all the items the O’Club’s many visitors
had moved here and there. She stacked chairs,
returned books to their shelves, and removed a
stray plastic cup pinched between a seat cushion
and the wicker chair frame that held it in place.
Knowing the O’Club’s clientele, she didn’t

think twice about how it-got there or why. But
when her office-door suddenly slammed shut,

ichigan Army National Guard general officers.
As her headturned, she paused, her gaze at the
office door, puzzled. It had been open just
a moment before when she answered the phone.
‘Had someone come inside without her notice?’
she wondered.

Earlier that summer, 27-year-old Capt.
Corissa Barton had stood near the same wicker
chair that held the stray cup. She was a
temporary tenant of the old building, staying
in one of the bachelor quarters upstairs during
her annual training period. Late one evening
she had found her way to the bookshelves in an
effort to relieve her insomnia. As she searched
the dusty books, she felt the presence of the
portrait hanging above the bookshelves. From

Photo illustration by 1st Lt. Mandy Sullivan





the corner of her eye, she peered at the portrait of
the man she knew as Rasmus Hanson.

Rasmus Hanson is well known around Grayling
for donating the original plot of Camp Grayling’s
land, used today for training the men and women
of the Michigan National Guard. Barton tilted her
head to get a better look at the man. He wasn’t
smiling but he didn’t look mean either. Mischievous,
she thought. The tarnished plaque beneath his face
stated the O’Club had been established in 1917. As
she returned her attention to the bookshelves, she
wondered if the books were that old too. As she
shifted her weight the old wooden floor creaked.
She thought nothing of it until it creaked again, this
time without the help of her body’s movemen

her the creaking was naturat.
its opinion, the wicker chair added i

up again at the portrait: .
She grabbed a Bible jammed bet e paperbacks
within the bookcase. She-éidn’t figure she would
necessarily read it she thought its presence in
her room couldn’t hurt.

As Merry blinked at the closed door she thought
about the stories she had heard over the years about
the supposed haunted structure. They could all be
easily explained as coincidence she reasoned, adding
a faint smile and eye roll to her gestures as if to
emphasize her disbelief in ghosts.

Merry recalled another guest, Vicky, who
complained someone was trying to get upstairs but
instead fell down the steps and ran into the nearby
pool table. *It was like they were pushed,” said
Vicky. “Show me one night when the bar is open
that someone doesn’t do that?!” Merry exclaimed.
“Fine,” said Vicky, “but the bar was closed and |
am your only tenant.”

“Everything is closed-up now,” Merry thought.
“There’s no possible way that office doorclosed by
itself.” “Pam, are you here?” ltwas Pam Deline’s
day off but Merry thou aybe she came by to

e’s working at-the O’Club she
mething moving out of
ut when she turns to look,

nothing is .
er employee, Aaron, was closing up late one
vening. He walked from the bar area across the

creaky wood floors to the front doors. He peered
out into the parking lot to ensure everyone was
gone. Empty. He pulled closed the large wooden
French doors and twisted the lock. “Ring!”
Startled, Aaron twirled around to face the office
door where the old push-button doorbell was
installed. No one was there. Aaron figured maybe
he shouldn’t be either and quickly departed.

Merry decided she needed to get back to work.
She returned the last book to the empty slot in
the bookcase. It was a Bible. “Oh it’s nice to
see someone reading this...or perhaps they used
it for a coaster?”
arton pushed the wicker chair out of her
path and carried the Bible to her room. She laid
it on the desk next to her bed and crawled under
he cool sheet. She had no sooner drifted asleep
when the alarm rang. “Already?!” She found her
shower shoes and flip-flopped across the hall. She
passed the seating area and saw the Bible lying
open the couch. “How? . . .” She walked back
to her room to survey the desk. Half eaten bags
of Doritos, an empty bottle of water, a crumpled
pocket-sized safety guide required to be carried
while at A.T., a toothbrush =“Ooh, I’'ll need
that”—and a pile of dollar coins left over from
the Laundromat. But no Bible. She heard her
neighbor’s door unlock. “Damn-it Stein”~ I’'m
showering first today!”

Merry bent over to fluff the seat cushion. “The
Portrait” loomed from the corner of her eye. She
stood up and walked towards the picture.

“Rasmus, what do you think? Is it time for me
to go home for the evening? | really should finish
up here.” Merry listened for a sign, a creak, a
ring or a slight breeze. Nothing. “Come on Mr.
Hanson, work with me!” She turned away from
the portrait and walked to her office. She grabbed
the door knob and started to twist it open. It was
then when the light bulb in the phone booth behind
her decided to burn out.

“That can’t be coincidence,” she smiled. She
snatched her purse from the desk drawer and was
gone.

*“Stein” refers to Capt. Allison Stein, the
state’s Overseas Deployment Training manager
and also a tenant of the O’Club during Annual
Training. According to Stein, the O’Club is not
haunted; however, others argue there may be a
credibility issue with her expert opinion. This
group reports that the O’Club floors don’t creak
when Stein walks across them.
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Victory News

Army picks up tab for million dollar baby

Staff Sgt. Attila Fazekas
114th Public Affairs Detachment

“The doctors said that she would not
be able to sustain life on her own after
birth,” Spc. Clay R. Weaver, Special
Troops Battalion, Multi-National Corps-
Iraq said. “My wife and I were devastated
and they said that they could perform an
abortion. That was out of the question.
We agreed that we would do anything we
could to help Aili fight the odds.”

While most I Corps Soldiers
were tying up loose ends before
their deployment to Iraq earlier this
year, Weaver was thinking about not
deploying at all. His daughter, Aili, had
been born with Hypoplastic Left Heart
Syndrome, where the heart’s left side
is underdeveloped and is usually fatal
within the first few days or month of
life unless treated.

Twelve doctors were
present on Nov. 25, when Aili
was born. Six for her and six for her
mother. Weaver said he had barely cut
the umbilical cord when she was whisked
away by the doctors.

“She had her first open heart surgery
right after birth. It was to bypass the
heart all together by being attached to a
machine that performs the functions of
the heart and lungs,” he recalled.

“To see your new baby with her chest
left open and machines keeping her
alive is something that I would not even
wish upon my enemy. You just have to
remember that underneath all the med
equipment that there is your precious
child.”

At the hospital, they started calling
Aili the million dollar baby, Weaver said.
At first he thought it was because the
defect was one in a million. Turned out
it was because the bill was well over

a million dollars. The second surgery

was a little less, fortunately the military
covered the cost.

“She will never be an athlete and
her immune system is weak. Her

life expectancy is

unknown,” Weaver
said.

Being torn
between family
and soldierly
responsibilities is
never easy.

“My wife and
talked about me
staying back,”
the 28-year-
old

father
of three said.

“But we only have

nine people in my &"-
section. It would have
been a huge loss.”

“After seeing that baby
with a tube sticking out of
her, you think that if ever
there was a Soldier that
should stay back, it was him,” Command
Sgt. Maj. Elmo L. Leichenauer, ,Special
Troops Battalion, Multi-National Corps-
Iraq, said.

“He wanted to be a soldier,” he added.
“By him being here and his ability to
perform his mission, it reflects directly
on him.”

Weaver was struck by the outcome of
support for his family.

“The C-7 section’s Family Readiness
Group was very involved,” Leichenauer
said.

The wives discussed the issue and
started cooking the meals for Weaver’s
family. They would then drive an hour

Aili Weaver smiles at the camera
with her scar from open heart Went fine,” Weaver
surgery. She was
Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome.

and a half from Fort Lewis to Seattle
Children’s Hospital to deliver them, he
added.

“Everyone in my unit did a lot to
help out,”Weaver said. “They brought us
cooked food, gift certificates. Anything
I needed, they were willing to help out

with.”

Weaver and his wife, Kiersten,
came to an agreement that would let
a Soldier be a family man as well.
“We agreed that I could go as
long as I could come home
on leave for the second
surgery,” Weaver said.
“My command was
very instrumental
in making that
happen.”

When Aili

went in for a

complete open heart
surgery at the end of
May, her dad was
Courtesy hoto there.

“The surgery

born  with said.

“It was so
successful that the
doctors were amazed at Aili’s recovery,”
he added. “Within a week she was on her
way home. The doctors didn’t think that
was possible.”

Presently Alili is home with her
mother, continuing to heal and grow. She
will have monthly check ups and another
surgery when she is 3 or 4 years old.

“She’s really small because she has
been healing since birth, but she’s still
crawling around getting, getting into
stuff, doing all the things babies do,”
Weaver said. “I am forever in debt to all
those who helped my family and could
never repay them for their time and

prayers.”
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First in a Three-Part Series

After deploying for a year to
Afghanistan, Sgt. Cole LaRocque has
turned his artistic talents toward
recapturing his war experience. From
life-threatening moments to everyday
scenes, he guides his paintbrushes to
create watercolor paintings that tell
his personal story of combat. With
each brush stroke, he seemingly wipes
out the demons that have haunted
him since an IED attack in October
2006. Behind LaRocque are three of
his paintings: "Wreckage," "|ED Attack"
and "Moqur."

Below is a detail of "IED Attack,"
arough, dark emotional piece, and
atrightis a detail from "Moqur," a
landscape done to the tone of Winslow
Homer, a 19th century painter.

Condensed to a 21-by-29-inch watercolor
painting, “IED Attack” by Sgt. Cole LaRocque
preserves the moment of a powerful IED
attack in Afghanistan. There on textured paper,
it will stay for decades to come, long after the
nightmares and flashbacks from that night in
October 2006 have gone.

NIGHT FOR NIGHTMARES

On that night, LaRocque stood in the
Humvee turret, manning the .50-caliber
machine gun, while Spc. James W. Grote III
drove and Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Roller served
as the truck commander. Their interpreter, Sail,

sat in the backseat. The security forces patrol
g of the 1-188th Air Defense Artillery, North

Dakota Army National Guard, had spent the
Soldier Conquers Demons Through Watercolor ~ Dako Ay Natona) Guard had spen che
the Qarabagh District and was on its way to
the District Center. The local Afghan National
Police (ANP) accompanied them, leading the

around me: There was ringing inniycarsSlit-vas jusgeyr el aat e igagiapwey baclrOne AN quclaand
then another passed over what was quickly

But now it’s real. Tangible. In color. Permanent, not  discovered to be a land mine. The 5-ton
) Humvee didn't tread so lightly.
ﬂeetmg. “It was really strong and powerful,”

“It felt like a hammer hit me and smoke just blew up all
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that through how I worked with the medium,”
LaRocque said. “I had to rethink how to work
with the medium of watercolor. It’s not as
polished as other work I've done but that’s
because I wanted to show the feeling.”

Standing in front of the dark, rough piece
brings the moment to life. A concussive
pressure on the chest following an explosion.
The unsteadiness of being knocked around
a turret. Fearful anxiety of what’s out there
beyond the thick smoke and night’s darkness.

“I had to paint that in particular to tell my
story and to be a metaphor for what happened,”
said LaRocque, who deployed from December
2005 through March 2007.

LaRocque’s professors at North Dakota
State University, where he majors in art,
encouraged him to paint from his deployment.
He knew they were right.

“I wanted to do that for a long time to help
deal with it,” he said. “It was a way to conquer
some of my demons.”

TRAUMA RESPONSE ILLUSTRATED

LaRocque’s war-inspired art does not end
there. He takes a different approach to the
same attack by painting the Humvee’s remains
as a still-life. Small pieces are carefully detailed

S

LaRocque said of the explosion.
The left front side of the vehicle
took the bulk of the blow, leaving a
few tangled pieces of metal where
the voltage regulator and part of
the engine once operated. All of the
occupants received injuries, and the
Soldiers were later awarded Purple

Heart medals.

“That IED attack in particular was a strong
emotional event for me,” LaRocque said. “It
was the angriest I'd ever been.”

‘There was no place to target that anger. They
were hit. It was over. There was no firefight to
target the insurgents in return. The anger stayed
for a long time before it found an outlet.

EMOTION BECOMES ART

'The post-Impressionist 19th century painter
Paul Cezanne once said, “A work of art which
did not begin in emotion is not art.”

“IED Attack” began with emotion, emits
that emotion, and certainly causes an emotional
reaction.

“Pictures can only show so much, that’s why
I had to take this to the next step to convey

m  PHOTOS BY SENIOR MASTER SGT.

and worked into the whole in “Wreckage.”
Immobile, meticulous, composed, detached —
it’s much the opposite of “IED Attack.”

Spanning 4-by-3 feet, “Moqur” presents a
light, stunningly detailed landscape of a normal
day in Afghanistan. Much like Winslow
Homer relayed the mundane parts of the Civil
War through oil on canvas, LaRocque wanted
to take “a relaxed view” of his war experience,
presenting it in a realist manner.

In the soft expanse of the painting,
Humvees used by the International Security
Assistance Force sit idle in a compound in
Ghazni Province, where LaRocque and his
fellow Soldiers would spend three to four days
at a time working with the Afghans. Four
men take a break in the painting’s foreground,

smoking cigarettes and talking as the light of

DAVID LIPP /

I 19TH WING

the overcast day reflects from their boot tops.
In the building behind them, LaRocque said,
the North Dakota Soldiers often joined the
Afghans for tea.

The paintings are displayed at ecce art +
yoga in downtown Fargo. Mark Weiler owns
the gallery and represents LaRocque, calling
him “one of the most talented student artists
to come out of North Dakota in recent years.”

“The first detail that the viewer notices
about Cole’s watercolors is his ability to
precisely represent a scene,” Weiler said. “Cole
successfully captures the essence of objects
in a photorealistic, life-like fashion. People
always comment that his watercolors look very
similar to photographs. But beyond being just
representative or photographic, LaRocque uses
subtle color changes and shading to imbue his
scenes with a complexity of character and subtle
emotion. What is also appealing about Cole’s
work is the evidence of his profound knowledge
of art history. Cole pays homage to the masters
through his artistic technique and in his
language when discussing his artistic process.”

An acute observer also will notice the stages
of trauma response play out on LaRocque’s
watercolor paper. First, a powerful emotional
state: “IED Attack.” Then, numb and
disconnected, not fully realizing the intensity of
the event: “Wreckage.” Finally, a broader view
with greater understanding of the experience
as a whole: “Moqur.”

Now, two years after his deployment ended,
LaRocque can view the mission with the
variety of emotions that such an experience
would warrant.

“It’s a little bit of both (positive and
negative),” he said. “I feel so many different
ways toward Afghanistan.”

No matter what emotions drive LaRocque’s
art, he always strives to approach the subject
the same way, “honestly, philosophically and
artistically.” His paintbrushes continue to
narrate his deployment in that same way.

“I've taken my time on it, and I hope to
eventually paint all or most of my experience
there,” he said.

And one by one, LaRocque conquers a
demon.

LaRocque and 151 other North Dakota Army
National Guard Soldiers deployed in December
2005 with the 1-188th Air Defense Artillery
Security Forces. Four Soldiers were killed in action
before the deployment ended in March 2007; they
were Sgt. Travis A. Van Zoest, 21, Cpl. Curtis
R. Mebhrer, 21, Cpl. Nathan J. Goodiron, 25, and
Cpl. Christopher K. Kleinwachter, 29.

LaRocques work is  displayed online at

www.ecce216.com.
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Guard
Members
Enhance

Military
Environment
with Paint

Second in o Three-Part Series

TAS[\« with
REATNESS

he military tends to be a place where muted
colors, such as OD green and shades of brown
and black, thrive. North Dakota Guard artists

have been changing that almost everywhere

they go. From concrete T-walls in Iraq to
conference rooms in Fargo, Guard members have directed
paintbrushes to depict military life in less subdued shades.

Traveling from one Guard location to the next in

North Dakota, Soldiers and Airmen encounter paintings,
murals and other art pieces. Much of this art bears the
signature of one of three Guard members — Air Guard
Maj. Teresa Luthi McDonough, Army Guard Staff Sgt.
Kate Naujokas and Air Guard Staff Sgt. Alexandra Knier.
All three trace their art interest back to a young age,
and those many years of experience are evident in their
detailed, patriotic work.

*MAJ. TERESA McDONOUGH

McDonough’s love for art and the military first
intertwined in 1994 as she completed her art degree at
Valley City State University. Retired Maj. Gen. Michael
Haugen, who was the Air Guard Base commander at

the time, commissioned
her to paint all seven
jets from the Wing’s
history. The intricately
detailed paintings now
line the hallway leading
to the base commander’s
conference room. Her
eighth painting, of the
C-21, was just added to
the wall, and she’ll paint
the Predator next.

“I just really rely on the
pictures,” McDonough
said of how she paints,

Staff Sgt. Alexandra Knier’s mural
“Soaring” graces the Air Guard’s
Aerospace Dining Facility in Fargo.
“The eagle is in full flight. It looks to-
wards the sun and flies higher than
every other bird,” Knier said. “The
symbol of an eagle is appropriate

for the military. | use it specifically
to say that in order for us to soar

like eagles, we must fix our gaze on
things above and let go of the earth.”

“but I also look at the
planes closely to not miss a small part.”

What looks like a reflection in a photograph actually can
be a small component, and McDonough won't risk making
a mistake. She knows the pilots and crew members are
sharp and would catch the smallest inconsistency. The lack
of any complaints is proof of how meticulously she guides
her acrylic-laden brush across the canvas.

There’s more to the Air Guard than planes, though.

“The support group commander at the time, Col. Roger
Larsen, said, ‘Let’s do a mural to honor that side of the
house,” McDonough said. So in 2001, she spent 72 hours
in the hallway of Building 110 at the Fargo base painting
a collage-style mural of Airmen at work in the support
services. She used photographs of actual people. You’ll
see a current officer when he was a young senior airman
and Master Sgt. Eric Johnson, the Wing’s longtime
videographer. Personnel, communications, services,
firefighters, civil engineer, explosive ordnance disposal,
security forces and multimedia all are represented.

McDonough has toted her brushes and acrylics to
many other corners of the base, too. She painted shields
and patches, as well as a small mural for the 119th
Security Forces Squadron. But she didn't stop at the base’s
gate. A print of McDonough’s painting of Heritage Park,
where the Wing displays previously flown aircraft, hangs
in Fraine Barracks in Bismarck. A Coast Guard base in
Puerto Rico features two of her murals, as well.

Y STAFF SGT. KATE NAUJOKAS

Visitors to the Army National Guard’s storefront
recruiting office in Fargo can’t miss Naujokas’work. A
gigantic American flag fills the entire west wall. Opposite
it, an eagle many-times-larger than life looks nobly across
the room. A subtle glimmer in its eye reflects the flag, a
detail people often delight in discovering after spending
a few moments staring at the wall in awe. The deep black
background offers a perfect canvas for the NCO Creed
and Soldier’s Creed.

“It seems like it’s been pretty positive,” Naujokas said.
“New recruits are asking to have their pictures taken in
front of the eagle.”

While graphite portraits are Naujokas’ forte — and
have provided income on the side for the past 12 years
— she’s growing fonder of painting on a grand scale.
Naujokas’ first was a 10-by-8-foot mural in front of the
dining facility at Balad Air Base in Iraq. Her next will be
in Bismarck’s storefront recruiting office.

She worked full time for about six weeks to complete
the Fargo murals, devoting the most time to building the
layers of paint on the flag rather than using her unique
style to detail the eagle’s head feathers.

“I guess you could say I kind of finger paint,” Naujokas said,
sweeping her palm as if to smear paint. “I use brushes, but I'll
put the paint on the wall to get the right texture and mixture.”

STORY BY SGT. AMY WIESER WILLSON / JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS





Maj. Teresa McDonough puts the final details on a painting of the N.D. Air National Guard’s C-21 Lear jet. McDonough has painted seven other planes from the 119th Wing’s history and will soon paint the Predator, as

well. The paintings hang near the commander’s conference room on the Fargo base.

Having majored in music with a minor in art history,
Naujokas has no formal art training. But with a full-time job
outside of the Guard and a baby at home, time may be the
biggest challenge she faces. Nonetheless, art is something she
thoroughly enjoys when she’s able.

“T just love it. It’s a fun thing for me to do,” she said.

Y STAFF SGT. ALEXANDRA KNIER

As a traditional Airman, Knier finds that the contrasting
worlds of art and the military bring a balance to her life.

“I'm proud to be in the Guard. When we have drill, I
put on my uniform and serve with pride. Most of my days,
however, I am arm deep in clay, teaching children how
to throw pottery. I love the structure, discipline and high
standards of military life yet I find that the gentleness and
openness required for teaching is deeply gratifying, too.”

“Soaring,” a radiant mixed-media mural of an eagle that
Knier completed last fall, joins those two worlds, she said, “and
reveal how each can bring balance and meaning to the other.”

'The piece took “hundreds of hours,” from providing
preliminary sketches to bringing together the clay, glaze,
wood and grout to finalize the piece at the Fargo Air
Base’s Aerospace Dining Facility.

Knier has served in the Air Guard for more than five
years and has wanted to use her artistic talents to give
something back.

“For several years it has been my goal to offer my art to

m PHOTOS BY SENIOR MASTER SGT.
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the Airmen of the 119th Wing. I am honored and grateful
for the opportunity to do so,” she said.

McDonough and Naujokas echo her sentiments. While
they all find personal enjoyment in art, it’s the additional
way they can serve others and serve their country that
inspires them most.

[19TH WING

Staff Sgt. Kate Naujokas “finger
painted” this eagle in the N.D.
Army National Guard’s storefront
recruiting office in Fargo. She

has been preparing sketches and
getting ready to paint murals in
the new Bismarck storefront office,
aswell.
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Senior Master Sqt. David H. Lipp

Third in a Three-Part Series

W By Sqgt. Amy Wieser Willson
Joint Force Headquarters

Top left, the intricate elements of Sgt. 1st
Class Michelle Morgenroth's carvings come
through in this detailed photo of a 4.5-by-16
-inch piece of hard pine from Chile that she
carved for her husband, Jim, while deployed
to Iraq. Much of the inspiration came from
“my very good friend Marsha Peterson,” Mi-
chelle said. “She sent me cards almost every
week that had the whimsical animal designs
that | used in a lot of my carvings for Soldiers
and families over there.” The piece also holds
a fun memory for Jim and Michelle, who fish
frequently. On one trip, the motor stopped
and Jim began rowing back to shore. Mi-
chelle continued fishing. Agitated, Jim asked
what she was doing. “You're going at the

- |\ perfecttrolling speed,” Michelle grinned in
reply. Their dog at the time, Nikki, was along
for the ride, as well.

Senior Master Sgt. David H. Lipp

ith Dremel'in hand, Sgt.

Y 1st Class Michelle Mor-
genroth uses her artistic
talents to express grati-

tude, friendship and love. She guides the

small rotary tool across blocks of hickory,
butternut, quartersawn oak or cherry, turn-
ing nature’s beauty into human-touched
art. After hours of carving intricate details,

-~ eagles, fish, deer, flags, words and more |

emerge from the timber.

It’s a skill that developed from Mor-
genroth’s desire to recognize her fellow
Soldiers.

“I started out doing retirement plaques
for Soldiers who have 20 years or more in
the Guard because I saw a need for it at
the time,” she said. “Our state has come a
long way now with all they do (for retirees)
... but that wasn't the case 15 years ago.”

Her design inspiration comes from old
recruiting materials with an eagle and flag.
She personalizes each plaque with a name-
plate and pins with Soldiers’ unit crests

“and rank at retirement.

“It really meant a lot to me to receive
a plaque from Michelle. You receive a lot

of things from the state when you retire
but knowing the pride and the time that
Michelle puts into her work really makes it
special. You know that Michelle’s plaques
come straight from the heart,” said Jack
Willson Jr., of West Fargo, who received
one of Morgenroth’s plaques when he
retired from the Guard last year.

Morgenroth refined her skills when she
deployed to Iraq with the 142nd Engineer
Combat Battalion in 2002-03, and found
the absolute attention she needed for carv-
ing such details distracted her from other
work.

“That’s why it was very good — I guess,
therapeutic — for me in Iraq because you
didn’t have time to think about missions or
anything else. I had to focus,” she said of
carving.

Morgenroth took along a piece of
burled walnut and spent nearly 50 hours
creating a cribbage board with a ruffed
grouseson a log for her dad. She did about
20 plaques while deployed for the com-
mands with which she served — one
plaque is now displayed in a case in Ho-
henfels, Germany — and in response to

Soldiers’ requests.

“A lot of them wanted me to do a
plaque for their parents or to send home to
their spouse. It kept me busy,” Morgenroth
said. “I wanted them to be involved in the

design process, so it gave them something* *

to look forward to.”

As she prepares to deploy to Kosovo
with Company A of the 231st Brigade
Support Battalion’s Multinational Task
Force, Morgenroth already has plans to
again share her talents with others — this
time in the form of classes. She’ll bring
a footlocker full of tools'and wood, as
well as materials for other craft projects.
Morgenroth recently made a loom to craft
a pair of Mukluks, and she regularly makes
knives, carving the handles and fashioning
a leather sheath for each.

Just as her woodcarving hobby started,
her focus remains on Soldiers. Some might
even say that Morgenroth’s art is Soldier-
ing, and the Dremel is simply a tool she
uses to support that, whether it’s through
plaques of recognition or improying the
passage of time during a Kosovo deploy-
ment.

‘.l'ullu‘,
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Cycling
club offers
healthy
alternative
to running

Spc. Amburr J. Reese
114th Public Affairs Detachment

While rotating out with XVIII
Airborne Corps. Maj. Dan D. Streetman,
El Dorado Hills, Calif.,
and strategist with the
Multi-National Corps
Iraq command group,
discovered a small group
of cyclist that had been
riding together on and
around Camp Victory,
Iraq.

Now, with some
advice from his cycling
club president Mike
Berretta back home,
Streetman has been able to formally
establish the Victory Base Complex
Cycling Club.

“If someone

has had biking
experience this
is a great place
to get some time
in,” said Mayj.
Dan Streetman.

Photo by Spc. Amburr Reese

“The team is 16 members strong and
meets on a regular basis,” Streetman said.
The club meets Wednesdays, Fridays

and Sundays for a variety of rides that

include Signal Hill, a
loop around Camp Liberty and a more
advanced ride that pushes the cyclists 48
miles when they ride twice around all of
Victory Base Complex
to include Baghdad
International Airport.

While riding on the
roads here one of the
main focuses of the club
is safety.

“We require everyone
on the team to ride
with a quality helmet,
eye protection and
we encourage gloves,”
Streetman said. “Every
team member wears either the bright
yellow Army jersey, or if they are a
Marine, they wear a bright red Marine
jersey so we can easily be seen. While
riding on busy roads, we ride in a single
tile line-up, which also helps us be more
efficient. ”

Maj. Scott LaRonde, Dripping
Springs, Texas, and intelligence planner
with MNC-I C-5, has been riding with
the VBC cycling club for about a month.

“This is the first bike club I have been
a part of,” LaRonde said. “I compete as
a triathlete at home, and cycling is my
weakest leg in the competition. This is a
good opportunity for me to improve my
riding”

A lot of the members of VBC cycling
club have been riding throughout their

Photo by Spc. Amburr Reese
lives for teams and with cycling
clubs back in the states.

The level of experience in the group
allows more novice athletes to benefit
from their experience.

“Leading the group has been a great
chance to share some enthusiasm with
Soldiers,” Streetman said. “It is great
exercise, and a good alternative to
running, Plus you get exposed to lots of
different areas; I know where everything
ison VBC.”

The club is always looking for new
members.

“If someone has had biking experience
this is a great place to get some time in,”
Streetman said.

“T'am not good yet, but I am getting
better,” LaRonde joked. “I never expected

to leave Iraq as a better cyclist.”

Photo by Spc. Amburr Reese
Col. Steven R. Grove, a member of VBC
cycling team here on Camp Victory, Iraq
rides around Lost Lake, Aug. 16. Lost Lake
is the common meeting place for the team
before every ride.
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Soldiers, Airmen and families hold annual Joint Conference

By Michele Henry, executive director,
National Guard Association of Kansas

The 56th Annual State Joint Conference
held at the Ramada Inn in Topeka April 17-
19, was a tremendous success this year. It
was attended by vendors, Employer Sup-
port of the Guard and Reserve representa-
tives, Family Support representatives,
Kansas National Guard officers and en-
listed personnel and their families.

Friday activities kicked off the confer-
ence with a successful clay pigeon shoot
competition and an annual golf tournament.
That evening, the opening ceremony fea-
tured Kansas Adjutant General, Maj. Gen.
Tod Bunting speaking and sharing his view
of the importance of a joint conference.
The evening’s entertainment included more

than 75 exhibit tables and entertainment
from the band BaliRoot.

The weekend was filled with many great
speakers, including author Dr. Vance
Hardisty; Mayor of Greensburg, Bob Dix-
son; and informative reports from all
Kansas major commands and wings. Satur-
day evening was filled with many well-de-
served award presentations and the
entertainment was complete with the 35th
Army Rock Band’s standard excellence in
performance.

Sunday morning featured a prayer gath-
ering and a Family Support Breakfast
where awards were presented to honor
those family members that had donated
much of their time and efforts in support of
the Kansas Family Support activities.

Competition, camaraderie the hall-
marks of 2009 Sporting Clays shoot

By Maj. Mike Wallace
105th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

The team members wait for the target,
silent and motionless, guns at the ready.
Suddenly someone yells a warning.
“Eleven o’clock high, two o’clock high!”
The team of four shooters move in unison
to adjust their weapons to the various
zones, each having been assigned their sec-
tor of fire before the event then, the rapid
shooting began. Deadly blasts of gunfire
erupt, destroying the two targets. Everyone
sighs a breath of relief and the members
begin discussing how to shoot better the
next time as they ready their weapons for
another mission.

Is this in Iraq or Afghanistan? No, it was
the 2009 Spring Clays shoot out, held April
17, 2009, at the Ravenwood Lodge in
Topeka, Kan. The event was sponsored by
the National Guard Association of Kansas,
the Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve and the Family Readiness Group.
The event was hosted by the Kansas Joint
Force Headquarters, Kansas National
Guard.

The shoot-out is an annual event that
helps kick off the annual National Guard
Association convention and Kansas’s Pro-
fessional Development Program on the
weekend.

“This shoot-out helps with team building
and promotes esprit de corps,” said event
manager, Lt. Col. Les Gellhaus. “Plus, it’s
a lot of fun to compete with your comrades
and buddies and it really, really hones your
shooting skills. It gives you something fun
to do before all the meetings and seminars
coming up on the weekend.”

Teams were made up of Army and Air
Guard members, civilians, men and women
and some youth. Each shooter had 50 shot-
gun shells to shoot at 50 regular sized clay
pigeons, and if they were good enough to
down two clay pigeons with a single shot,
then they got to take any left-over shells to
the team competition.

The individual shooting was scored sim-

ply. Each target hit was a point. But, on
team shooting, there were a couple of
twists. First, the pigeons were competition-
sized, meaning that they were much
smaller than a regular sized clay pigeon.
Each target hit was scored as five points
and on each launching, there was a red clay
pigeon, which was considered the “poison
target.” If someone on the team hit that, it
was a deduction of 25 points. There was
also a deduction of a point per clay pigeon
missed.

The teams learned that shooting the
sports clay pigeons takes more skill than
regular clay pigeon shooting.

“Those things really fly fast,” said Luke
Hannan, the youngest shooter, who is the
son of Col. Larry and Laura Hannan.

“They’re harder to get a good bead on,”
said Staff Sgt. Justin Lawson, “but if you
can hit those, then you’ve matured into a
really good shot.”

“The team shooting is about strategy,”
explained Gellhaus. “Let’s say that my
team arrived at the team shoot with six
shells left over from the individual shoot,
we make sure that the best shooter has the
most shells to shoot, but still, get everyone
to cover down with at least a shell or two,
depending on his skill level. Of course, the
more shells you arrive with, the better your
odds.”

There were 37 competitors this year. In
the individual events, trophies went to the
winners and the winners were: Top Youth
Shooter (12-years-old was the minimum
age, have a hunters safety card and their
sponsor had to be present during shoot)
was Luke Hannan with a score of 22, Top
Female Shooter was Capt. Molly Gillock
with 14. Both of these shooters beat the na-
tional average of 13 hits out of 50 targets.

Match Winner was Staff Sgt. Justin Law-
son with 42 and 11 doubles. Second Place
Individual was Chief Warrant Officer 2
Jack Hancock with 39 and seven doubles.
Third Place Individual was Staff Sgt. Stan

(Continued on Page 10)

The opening night barbecue of the 56th Annual State Joint Conference was a good
time to renew old acquaintances and make new ones. Col. Larry Hannan chats with
Tim Ray of TriWest. (Photo by Pfc. Jessica Zullig, 105th Mobile Public Affairs De-

tachment)

Team Rose wins fourth tournment

Taking their quadrants, team members ready for the team competition during the
2009 Spring Clays shoot out. (Photo by Maj. Mike Wallace, 105th Mobile Public

Affairs Detachment)

Dedee Erlacher, putts a tough lay on hole #12 while (from left) Laurie Kuechler,
Kathy Gretencord and Maj. Terresa Riedel watch. The team was the first all female
team in the tournament history. (Photo by Maj. Mike Wallace, 105th Mobile Public

Affairs Detachment)
By Maj. Mike Wallace
105th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

For the fourth year in a row, Team Rose
won the Annual National Guard Associa-
tion Golf Tournament at the Shawnee
Country Club in Topeka during the social
events held before the Annual National
Guard Association Conference on Friday,
April 17, 2009.

The team was composed of Team Cap-
tain, retired Col. Joe Rose, retired Col.
Henry Martin, Darrel and Randy Harris.
They were the first place team in the first
flight of the day, with a team score of 58 in
the scramble event. Team member Martin
commented how this year’s win compared
with previous year’s wins.

“This was a very good win. There were
many strong teams playing in the tourna-
ment,” said Martin. “Brad Mettner’s team
was playing very well and that motivated
us to play better. All of our team members
were playing very good, the weather was
perfect (last year’s weather was very cold
and very windy) and we had a lot of fun.”

The toughest areas of the course were
probably the par three holes. “We made
some great putts to birdie several holes,”
said Rose, “but the short par four up the
hill number 16 is the place we won the
tournament.” Team Rose birdied that hole,
giving them a two stroke advantage to their
closest competitor.

Team Rose’s strengths were hitting long
drives and having two great putters on the
team. Their weakness was getting too close
to the green on par fours and sometime

their chipping was landing short.

“They’re a hard team to beat,” said
Dedee Erlacher, a civilian player from Ot-
tawa that played on the first all female-
team in the tournament. Her team was
sponsored by Maj. Terresa Riedel. “They
didn’t have to take as many mulligans as
other teams. I think they’re very familiar
with this course.”

“Each of those team members are ringers,’
laughs Brig. Gen. Deborah Rose, wife of Joe
Rose. She had her own team in the tourna-
ment, but didn’t place. “Joe won’t even let
me play on his team, he has to get his win-
ning team together and win each time.”

How did the Team Rose’s strategies
change from last year? They knew they
needed to shoot 12-14 under par to win.
They had been watching the identified
good teams to determine how they were
playing. They saw that most of the teams
were playing very good and that motivated
Team Rose to concentrate on each hole.

So what is Team Rose planning for next
year’s challenge? The team members are
keeping their plans close to their vests.

Martin did have this much to say. “Our
strategy is to have our first hitter to play
safe on the drives and hit the center of the
greens on the approach. Then the next three
players can go for it with their shots.”

“We will play next year as a team,” said
Rose. “We enjoy playing with people we
served with in the military. The associa-
tion’s social events keep us connected to
the Kansas National Guard after one re-

(Continued on Page 10)
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Two earn Youth Volunteer of the
Year Awards at NGAKS conference

By Pfc. Jessica Zullig and
Spec. Angie M. Mooneyham
105th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Dusty Sawyer, a student from Buhler
High School, was awarded the Army Youth
Volunteer of the Year Award at the National
Guard Association of Kansas Joint Confer-
nece on April 18 and 19 at the Ramada in
Topeka, Kan. Dusty is the son of Sgt. 1st
Class David and Suzanne Viegra of the
1161st Forward Support Company in
Hutchinson, Kan.

Sawyer has volunteered with the Kansas
Army National Guard youth program for
seven years. He has been a positive role
model for all children of the Guard, not
only volunteering within his own Family
Readiness Group, but also at Operation
Teen Camp and Operation Kids Camp.

Along with being a Teen Camp graduate,
Sawyer advanced from participant to camp
counselor and at Operation Kids Camp, he
progressed from camper to the only
teenage squad leader mentoring junior
squad leaders.

Sawyer persevered under difficult cir-
cumstances by completing tasks that were
requested of him by demonstrating great
motivation to learn the position of squad
leader and role model for the camp partici-
pants. Also, Sawyer demonstrated supervi-
sory ability by leading and counseling 12
boys between the ages of 11 and 12 with
little time to prepare for the task at hand.

Organized, efficient and competent are
additional qualities that are associated with
Sawyer. People who know him say his
communication skills are above and be-
yond that of an average 17-year-old boy,
adding that he attends every meeting and
event with a smile on his face and never
has a negative thing to say about anyone or
anything he may be up against.

Through his desire, will and initiative
Sawyer has made a great impact on all the
National Guard Youth he has come into
contact with. He has been such an outstand-
ing volunteer he was selected to attend the
National Guard Youth Symposium in 2007
and 2008 representing the state of Kansas.
Sawyer’s efforts and hard work has directly
contributed to the success of the Kansas

National Guard Youth Program.

Dusty holds a second degree black belt in
Tang Soo Do. He is also a provisional in-
structor at the Jade Mountain Martial Arts.
He has earned the Ad Astra Per Aspera
award, been involved in the Young Marines
in school, has been in high school track and
cross country and has been on the honor
roll all through high school.

Michael Schmidt, a Marais des Cygnes
Valley High School senior from Melvern,
Kan., was awarded the Air National Guard
Youth of the Year award. Schmidt’s mother
is Tech. Sgt. Dorothy Westergren, who is a
member of the 190th Air Refueling Wing
in Topeka, Kan.

“Michael Schmidt has been a positive
role model for all children of the Guard
and what they must endure during a de-
ployment,” said Col. Derek Rogers, who
nominated Schmidt for the award. “He is a
level-headed youth and welcomes all new
challenges. He has also progressed from
participant to a counselor at Operation
Teen Camp.”

Schmidt has been a volunteer with the
youth program for five years. He also vol-
unteers at both Operation Teen Camp and
Operation Kids Camp and has spent count-
less hours working with the Family Pro-
gram Office at the 190th Air Refueling
Wing helping with anything from office
work to the day care.

He is an active student in his high
school, serving as his class vice president,
and is active in Future Farmers of Amer-
ica, Future Business Leaders of America
and other organizations.

“Through his desire, will and initiative,
he has made a great impact on all the Na-
tional Guard youth he has come in contact
with,” said Rogers. “His efforts have di-
rectly contributed to the success of the
Kansas National Guard Youth Program.”

Schmidt is a member of his school’s
Scholars Bowl and attended the Robert Dole
Institute at Kansas University last summer.
He was nominated by the Kansas ROTC and
selected to go to the Air Force Academy for
a diversity seminar this year and has partici-
pated in the school’s athletic programs
throughout his high school career.

Michael Schmidt (left) and Dusty Sawyer received Youth Volunteer of the Year
Awards at the 2009 National Guard Association Joint Conference in April. (Photo by
Pfc. Jessica Zullig, 105th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment)

Employers honored by Kansas Guard

Continued from Page 9

employees with 10 being members of the
Guard or Reserve. At one time, as many as
seven Soldiers/Airmen were deployed at
the same time.

Leawood Fire Department was honored
based on their support of Capt. Joe Oster-
mann, of the Kansas Army National Guard.
The department flew the Blue Star Flag for
Ostermann during his deployment and sup-
ported his family in numerous ways and
provided care packages and medical sup-
plies in support of the deployed Americans.

Marysville Police Department has two of
its eight officers serving in the Kansas
Army National Guard. The support shown
to these officers during Guard training and

deployments is unwavering.

Munson Army Health Center was hon-
ored for its support because of its 380 em-
ployees, 12 employees serve as members
of the Guard or Reserve. During deploy-
ment, the center continues insurance and
benefits, and personnel from the medical
center have shown their support for de-
ployed Soldiers by assisting families, keep-
ing in touch with deployed Soldiers and
sending care packages.

Skaggs Hardware was honored for its
support of Lt. Col. David Schmidt, of the
U.S. Army Reserve. During Schmidt’s al-
most 20 years with the family-owned busi-
ness their support during training and
mobilization has been above and beyond.
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Wells is top Guard volunteer

By Maj. Mike Wallace

105th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment
Master Sgt. Tammy Wells of the 190th

Air Refueling Wing (ARW) was named as

the 2009 National

Guard Association
Military Volunteer
of the Year at the
annual banquet
held Saturday,
April 18 at the Ra-
mada Inn in
Topeka. The award
is designed to
show who in the

Kansas National
Guard has been the
most committed to
support Kansas Family Programs and the
program’s mission.

Wells has volunteered for the 190th ARW
for 11 years. This past year she has a total
of 96 hours as volunteer and she is a mem-
ber of the unit’s Family Readiness Group.

“Master Sergeant Wells is an excellent ex-
ample of dedication and dependability,” said
Maj. Gen. Tod Bunting, the adjutant gen-
eral. “She displays a high degree of in-

Master Sgt.
Tammy Wells

tegrity, responsibility, and ambition and she
is definitely a leader rather than a follower.”

Wells contributed directly to the success
of the 190th Air Refueling Wing’s 2008
Friends and Family Day celebration. She
organized more than 40 community volun-
teers in support of the unit’s Family Day,
thus ensuring all unit members were able
to enjoy the events of the day with their
families. With more than 1,500 people in
attendance, Wells’ dependability and judg-
ment, coupled with her dedication, guaran-
teed the success of the event and exceeded
all standards previously obtained. For her
efforts and achievements, she received an
Air Force Achievement Medal.

Wells also demonstrated her talents and
teamwork ability once again during the
unit’s annual holiday party, planning and
organizing the event. There were more than
300 people in attendance and the holiday
party was recognized as one of the best in
years. She has also helped organize, pack
and send care packages to deployed Air-
men. During the holiday season, after col-
lecting toys for needy families, she assisted
in wrapping and distributing more than 500
toys to our those families.

Soldiers, Airmen receive honors

By Major Mike Wallace

105th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment
Kansas Army and Air National Guard

Soldiers and Airmen were named as the

epitome among their peers during the 2009

Annual National Guard Association banquet

held April 18, at the Ramada Inn in Topeka.

Army winners

Spc. Edwin Jones from Headquarters,
235th Regiment, was named as the Kansas
Army National Guard’s Soldier of the Year.
Staff Sgt. Ryan L. Pierce, Company D, 2nd
Battalion, 137th Infantry Regiment was the
top noncommissioned officer. Both
awardees were presented a bronze eagle
statue and a certificate from the Enlisted Na-
tional Guard Association for their efforts.

Capt. Rodney Seaba, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion,
137th Infantry, was named outstanding
Army Company Grade Officer of the Year,
while Chief Warrant Officer 2 Jason Garr,
1st Battalion, 108th Aviation, won the

honor of being named the Warrant Officer
of the Year.

Air Force winners

Tech. Sgt. Joseph Ullmer was named as
the Kansas Outstanding Airman of the Year
in the overall category for the Kansas Air
National Guard.

Senior Airman Olivia Kennedy of the
190th Air Refueling Wing was named the
Airman of the Year for the Kansas Air Na-
tional Guard. The 190th ARW stayed
strong with Tech. Sgt. Joseph Ullmer being
named the Noncommissioned Officer of
the Year and Master Sgt. Gary Holliday
being named the Senior Noncommissioned
Officer of the year.

The 184th Intelligence Wing took home
honors with the First Sergeant of the Year
being awarded to Master Sgt. Dennis G.
Farris, while the Honor Guard of the Year
went to Staff Sgt. Aaron B. Santry.

Air Force Company Grade Officer of the
Year was Capt. Rich Moon of the 184th IW.

Competition, camaraderie the hall-
marks of 2009 Sporting Clays shoot

Continued from Page 7
Jones with 39 and four doubles.

Money was paid to the first place winner
and then second and third place money
were drawn from score cards. Sgt. Michael
Silsby won second place money and Dave
Rapson earned third place money.

The first place team was the
WANNABEE. Members included Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Jack Hancock, Staff Sgt.
Stan Jones, Staff Sgt. Justin Lawson and
Lt. Col. Les Gellhaus. Their team shot
down an impressive 229 points. Second
Place went to the WILD CARDS team
members, Maj. Gen. Tod M. Bunting, the
adjutant general; retired Col. Don Jackson;
Capt. Jeff Dickinson and Mr. John Klein-
schmidt. Their score was 186.

Third Place went to the JOCSTERS
team members 1st Sgt. Randy Rice, Teresa
Rice, Capt. James McCosh and Spc. An-
drew Mulkey. They scored a total of 173
points.

BCTC MAINTENANCE, with team
members Lt. Col. Tom Barnett, Richard
Peplow, David Rapson and George
Matthias, received second place money
and TEAM GARRISON, with Team mem-
bers Kyle Garrison, Shane Garrison, Will
Roberts and Luke Hannan, drew third
place money.

The match ended around noon with
brats, burgers and drinks being devoured
by the shooters. They teased each other on
shooting skills and compared notes on how
they would do it differently next year.

Even Bunting, whose team placed sec-
ond this year, had his eyes and ears open
for pointers.

“Next year, my team will try to get the
coveted first place trophies,” Bunting said.
“We have some work to do to catch up
with the winners, but in what other sport
can all the practice be as fun as the actual
competition? It’s going to be more exciting
and better next year!”

Team Rose wins fourth tournment

Continued from Page 7
tires. The tournament allows us to visit
with old and new friends.”

These are the final scores for the tourna-
ment. First place in the first flight belonged
to Team Guthrie with a score of 72 (Chris
Jackson, Mike Cochran, Clay Winters and
Will Guthrie).

The Steansen Team won second place in
the second flight with a score of 65 (Dan

Fox, Terry Clain, Dena Swisher and
Howard Steansen).

For Hole Prizes, Ed Monteith was the
closest to the pin on hole #5, the longest
drive on hole #8 was Dena Swisher, the
closest to the pin (and winning a new hand-
made professional driver) on hole #13 was
Kevin Wilcox, the closest to the pin on #17
was Chris Eichem and the longest putt on
hole #18 was Chuck Eacock.
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a momentary release from gravity

how one Soldier
uses his skateboard
to relieve stress

By Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence
MND-S

COB BASRA — While on deployment,
some Soldiers spend their free time watch-
ing movies, reading books or working out
at the gym.

Sgt. Gregory Opoien, an information
assurance safety officer with the 34th Red
Bull Infantry Division, spends his time kick-
flipping, grinding and popping on a black
and red skateboard, Opoien’s third since his
deployment began 17 months ago.

Opoien, a Bloomington, Minn., native,
is what can be called a skateboard fiend.
His two first two boards were wrecked,
one in Joint Airbase Balad, where Opoien
was with the 34th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, and one in Contingency Operating
Base Basra, where Opoien was transferred
after he extended his tour. In addition to
his Army issue t-shirt and shorts, he wears
other, non-issued gear when he skates: flat
and floppy shoes, with no arch support,
wholly inappropriate for running, but suit-
ed for gripping the flat surface of a board,
and a black glove that extends beyond his
wrist to protect his hand during grinds.

He skates in parking lots he fills with
his toys: a box with a pipe, a short metal
rail and a wooden ramp. Here, he can
often be seen skating with Staff Sgt. Ben
Nikkel, his buddy who used to skate with
Opoien before drills back in Minnesota.
Opoien and Nikkel skate several times
a week after work, and Nikkel, battalion
signal and communications manager with
the 34th Inf. Div,, describes the best part
of his deployment as “when your best
friend’s your roommate and he likes to
skate and you're able to skate.”

“It’s pretty fun, skating with friends,”
Opoien says, but today, he is alone, just
a Soldier with a skateboard in a concrete
playground.

SKATEBOARDING
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Photo by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

Sgt. Gregory Opoien, a Bloomington, Minn., native and an information assurance officer with the 34th
Red Bull Infantry Division, ollies, or jumps off of a ramp, in a parking lot Oct. 13 in Contingency Operating
Base Basra.



www.theredbulls.org/about



The Red Bull Report

October 26, 2009 « Page 4

From Page 3
SKATEBOARDING

Opoien opens by grinding, or sliding, down the metal rail
and the box. Every time he moves his feet, his board follows, as
if linked to his body by a rubber band.

For his next trick, Opoien decides on an ollie, a basic trick
that involves springing the muscles in your leg to jump off the
ground. Combined with a ramp, an ollie is often used to gain
extra height in the air.

Sizing up his ramp, Opoien backs up until he feels he has
enough space to gather speed, and then he goes. As he ascends
the ramp, you can hear the sound of his wheels change in pitch,
the way a long zipper or a struck match does: low and rolling
at the bottom as he gathers speed, and then sharper at the top
as he pops his legs and goes airborne.

Airtime is the time for tricks, for contorting the body in a
type of aerial juggling. Opoien says airtime is often a period
of hyper concentration, where time fades away and instinct
takes over.

“As soon as you pop your board, it seems like time slows,”
Opoien said. “Realistically, you have half a second, but when
you're up there, it seems like two, three seconds.”

In the air, he pulls his legs up to complete the ollie, but
within a split second, all is lost. The link is severed and Opoi-
en knows it. He bails, escaping injury, while his board falls to
the earth in a hollow wooden clatter. He’s lucky this time, but

' Il probably be 40, skating,
- teaching my little kids how

to skate. - Sgt. Gregory Opoien

Opoien recalls other times when, in air, he found himself in

bigger trouble.

“Terror,” Opoien recalls. “There’s nothing you can do about
it. If you can feel it in the air, you know it’s going to hurt.”

After retrieving his board, Opoien stops and gathers
himself, his hands on his knees, his mouth open and winded.
“Those jumps really take it out of you,” he says, but his enthu-
siasm is undaunted, and he remains eager.

“It's my thing,” said Opoien. “It's what I do. I love when
you try a trick a hundred times and you miss it. And then you
stick it that one time and it makes it all worth it. Fall on your
back, fall on your knees, it doesn’t matter, you just get right
back up. You feel the pain. You just want to stick that trick.”

Opoien said this desire for betterment, for perfection, for the
fulfillment of the sport is what drives him and other skaters.

SKATEBOARDING
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Photo by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

Sgt. Gregory Opoien can often be seen skating with Staff Sgt. Ben Nikkel, an acquaintance who used to skate with Opoien with before drills back in Minnesota.
Opoien and Nikkel skate several times a week after work and Nikkel, battalion signal and communications manager with the 34th Red Bull Infantry Division, describes
the best part of his deployment as “when your best friend’s your roommate and he likes to skate and you're able to skate.”
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“You skate to your ability, but you always want to break that
next line,” Opoien said. “You always want to hit that bigger trick,
try that longer grind, bigger kick-flip.”

“It’s, you know, most people won’t understand it,” Opoien
said. “They don’t get it. If they can’t stand on a skateboard they
don’t understand how anybody else can. But, it’s something. It's
one of those intangibles. You want to hang on to it as long as you
can. I'll probably be 40, skating, teaching my little kids how to
skate.”

“It's something you love. It’s... anything you can bring here, to
bring you out of this place,” Opoien says. “You live all day, you
see the crappy stuff come across on the news and stuff. You hear
about people going out on convoys and not coming back and
stuff. This allows me to escape, allows us to do something fun,
you know?”

Opoien takes his board and ascends the ramp once more. He
kicks his legs at the last second and then there it is: a momentary
escape from gravity; from Iraq; from anything or anyone not con-
tained in this one single flying moment. His knees pulled toward
his chest, his arms outstretched and out, he appears at the apex
like Icarus, headed for the sun. Then gravity reclaims him, but he
keeps it together, and as he lands you can hear the click and roll
of all four wheels on pavement as Sgt. Opoien glides away.

For more of Pfc. Lawrence’s stories, visit:
www.TheRedBulls.org/Lawrence

Click here for
More Photos

Photo by Pfc. J. Princeville Lawrence

An image of skateboarding Sgt. Gregory Opoien, an information assurance
officer with the 34th Red Bulll Infantry Division, can be seen in the reflection of a
military vehicle in a parking lot in Contingency Operating Base Basra Oct. 13.
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Word Search: Star Trek old and new

BEVERLY CRUSHER
GEORGE TAKEI
LEVAR BURTON
SPOCK

BRENT SPINER
HIKARU SULU
MAJEL BARRET
UHURA

CHRISTINE CHAPEL
JAMES DOOHAN
MARINA SIRTIS
WALTER KOENIG
DATA

JAMES T KIRK
MICHAEL DORN
WILLIAM SHATNER
DEANNA TROI
JEAN LUC PICARD
MONTGOMERY SCOTT
WILLIAM RIKER
DEFOREST KELLEY
JONATHAN FRAKES

NICHELLE NICHOLS
WORF

GATES MCFADDEN
LEONARD MCCOY
PATRICK STEWART
GEORDI LA FORGE
LEONARD NIMOY
PAVEL CHEKOV
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