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Master Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral is a public affairs specialist in the Colorado Air National Guard. As a full time technician, she leads Airmen and Soldiers assigned to the Colorado National Guard Public Affairs office in Centennial, Colo.  As noncommissioned officer in charge of internal and external information, and editor in chief of the Colorado National Guard’s monthly magazine, the High Ground, Theiral is responsible for maintaining the reputable image of the Colorado Air and Army National Guard throughout the state and nation by planning and coordinating story assignments; writing and editing news stories and media releases; and preparing and posting command information materials. 

Theiral began her military career in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1994, graduating from recruit training at Parris Island, S.C., with a meritorious promotion to E-2.  Theiral attended the Defense Photography School at Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla., and after completing her training, was assigned to the 2nd Marine Division Combat Camera Unit at Camp Lejeune, N.C., and later to the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable), also at Camp Lejeune.  As a combat photographer, Theiral documented numerous joint and combined operations and exercises throughout the world.  She supported Operation Sea Signal in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, numerous Partnership for Peace exercises with former Warsaw Pact nations, Exercise Dynamic Response in Bosnia Herzegovina, Operation Determined Falcon in Kosovo, Operation Enduring Freedom, the 2005 hurricane relief efforts, Operation Iraqi Freedom and the 2008 Democratic National Convention in Denver.  Theiral was awarded the 2008 Department of Defense Thomas Jefferson Award for Outstanding New Writer, the second-highest annual journalism award in DOD.  Theiral joined the Colorado Air National Guard In April 2001 as a traditional Airman.  

EDUCATION
September 1994 Defense Photography School, Naval Air Station Pensacola, Pensacola. Fla.
February 2002 Airman Leadership School, by correspondence
December 2003 Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice, Metropolitan State College of Denver
April 2007 Noncommissioned Officer Academy, by correspondence
May 2008 Basic Public Affairs Specialist-Writer course, Defense Information School, Fort Meade, Md.
December 2009 Public Affairs Specialist Journeyman Career Development Course, by correspondence

ASSIGNMENTS
1. February 1994 - May 1994, Recruit, U.S. Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S.C.
2. May 1994 - September 1994, Student, Defense Photography School, Naval Air Station Pensacola, Pensacola Fla.
3. September 1994 - September 1997, Combat Photographer, 2nd Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, N.C.
4. February 1995 - September 1995, Combat Photographer, Joint Task Force-160 (Operation Sea Signal), Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
5. September 1997 - November 1998, Combat Photographer, 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit, Camp Lejeune, N.C.
6. April 2001 - September 2009, Photographer/Journalist, 140th Wing, Colorado Air National Guard, Buckley Air Force Base, Aurora, Colo.
7. March 2002 - September 2002, Photographer, 384th Air Expeditionary Group (Operation Enduring Freedom)
8. August 2007 - Present, Public Affairs Specialist, Joint Force Headquarters-Colorado (Colorado National Guard) Centennial, Colo.
9. December 2007 - January 2008, Photographer, 332nd Expeditionary Fighter Wing (Operation Iraqi Freedom), Balad Air Base, Iraq
10. February 2008 - May 2008, student, Basic Public Affairs Specialist-Writer course, Defense Information School, Fort Meade, Md.
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Air Force Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster
Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Navy Achievement Medal with gold star
Joint Meritorious Unit Award
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with valor device and oak leaf cluster
Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal
Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster
Air Force Recognition Ribbon
National Defense Service Medal with bronze star
Iraq Campaign Medal with bronze star
Global War On Terrorism Expeditionary Medal
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal
Armed Forces Service Medal
Humanitarian Service Medal
Air Force Overseas Ribbon Short
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon with bronze star
Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border and oak leaf cluster
Air Force Longevity Service with oak leaf cluster
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with 'M' device
Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon (Rifle)

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS
May 1994 Meritorious promotion to E-2, U.S. Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S.C.
2006 2nd place in Combat Camera category, Military Photographer of the Year contest
May 2008 Honor Graduate, Basic Public Affairs Specialist-Writer course, Defense Information School, Fort Meade, Md.
February 2009, Outstanding New Writer, Air National Guard
March 2009, Outstanding New Writer, U.S. Air Force
April 2009, Outstanding New Writer, Department of Defense

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
Private First Class May 1994
Lance Corporal January 1995
Corporal January 1997
Senior Airman March 2001
Staff Sergeant June 2002
Technical Sergeant April 2005
Master Sergeant December 2009

(Current as of January 2010)




Colorado leaders ‘strat’ their stuff 
Bosses focus on joint strategy, accountability, communications 


By Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral  
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs 


“As you move up to the upper reaches of the career triangle, you need to start 
thinking differently about who you are, what you do and what you’re responsible 
for,” said retired Army Col. Bill Smullens, director of National Security Studies at 
Syracuse University in New York.  


The remarks were made to a select group of senior Colorado Army and Air 
National Guard leaders during an NSS seminar held in Greenwood Village, Colo., 
Nov. 13-14. Portions of the two week NSS course, which is normally held at the 
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at the university, were customized 
for the group.  


The local seminar allowed the leaders to step out of their jobs, ranks and services 
in order look at things from different perspectives – whether state, national or 
international – and challenged them to think about the world as they will encounter 
it in the future; to make decisions today that will better prepare them strategically 
so that future missions will be accomplished with the most prepared and 
accountable Guardsmen ever. 


“Having a breadth of knowledge is important for senior leadership,” said COANG 
Commander Brig. Gen. Bill Hudson, who, along with COARNG Land Components 
Commander Brig. Gen. Robert Balster, brought the localized course to the CONG. 
“What makes the Guard strong is the fact that we don’t (permanently change duty 
stations). We know our jobs better than anybody. There’s nobody better at what we 
do. Nobody. What makes us weak is we don’t PCS, because we don’t get a 
breadth of experience … (and) that experience is only what we have in the state,” 
said Hudson. 


One goal of the seminar was for lead Soldiers and Airmen to better understand the 
cultures of the Army and Air components, and how to best utilize their joint 
capabilities, said Colorado Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. H. Michael Edwards.  


The first exercise, titled “Good Order and Discipline,” was a game on paper that 
called for Soldiers and Airmen who had recently returned from Iraq and 
Afghanistan to deploy again in support of the U.S./Mexico border mission. During 
move one, Army and Air staffs planned separate, but straightforward deployments 
based on each service’s individual capabilities and assets. Move two, the actual 
employment, called for a range of mission and personnel requirements – and 
challenges. The services were primarily focused on mission accomplishment but 
were also offered guidance from family programs, public affairs and legal 
personnel. 


The goal of the game was to expand leaders’ thinking regarding handling situations 
such as PTSD and depression, personnel cliques and integrating joint forces in 
order to manage people better; and working with public affairs to engage the media 


Colorado Air National Guardsmen discuss deploying troops to the U.S. border with 
Mexico during a tabletop exercise a National Security Studies seminar held Greenwood 
Village, Colo., Nov. 13-14, 2009. The seminar focused on joint strategy, accountability, 
communications. Select senior Colorado Army and Air National Guard leaders attended a 
two day exportable version of the NSS course that is normally held at the Syracuse 
University. (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral, Colorado National 
Guard/Released)  
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so that the forces and the public were better informed and accepting of the 
mission. 


“It’s very easy to get wrapped up in the job and wrapped up in the specifics of the 
tasking, and not necessarily think about the effects that the other surrounding 
issues, like the personnel issues, are going to have on your job,” said Dr. Ed 
McGrady, principal of Two-Stone LLC, who designed and led the game.  


McGrady also reminded commanders to also keep in mind their strategies, so that 
through public affairs and the media, their key messages could be communicated 
effectively both internally and to the public. 


Another point made to CONG leaders was accountability.  


“In the Guard we sometimes have a hard time holding our friends accountable,” 
said Balster. “We’re a tight-knit community. We develop full-time professional 
relationships that may be awkward in military missions.”  


We must hold our people accountable. In the midst of a war, we cannot take taking 
incompetence forward. We have to rely on dedicated people who are focused on 
the mission, Hudson said. 


The accountability point was further emphasized using a real-life case study. 
Participants were asked to evaluate the Khobar Towers bombing of 1996 as if they 
were the key Air Force leaders at the time. They were tasked with assessing 
responsibility and accountability for the event, as well as determining appropriate 
consequences – if any – for those who oversaw the Airmen in the Saudi Arabian 
apartment complex. Current leaders were tasked with asking themselves if they did 
all they could have done to prevent the tragedy, and whether the actual 
consequences were put forth based on the intentions of leadership, or the tragedy 
itself. 


“We never should forget, as leaders of our total force, that the most precious 
treasure that we deal with, that we are entrusted with, are the lives of the young 
men and women who serve in our nation’s military,” said retired Air Force Gen. 
Ronald R. Fogleman, who was the chief of staff of the Air Force at the time of the 
bombing and one of several guest speakers at the seminar. “So with the 
responsibility of command and leadership comes something else. … It’s a 
profession that demands integrity.”  


Fogleman then said integrity is reinforced by accountability.  


“In the macro sense, it’s always looked upon as kind of a pejorative term, 
accountability; (as if) the only thing that can ever come out of an exercise in 
accountability is something bad.” But that’s not the model that true leaders should 
aspire to, he said, “because there will be those times when your troops, and you 
yourself, may be called to defend your position against a certain set of standards 
and values, and when it is done, your troops or you are found to have met the test. 
And if that happens to be the case, then I believe very strongly that the senior 
leadership has an obligation to step up and push off the political pressures, the 
naysayers, the scapegoaters, and defend their people.  


“Sometimes it gets difficult to differentiate between a mistake and a crime. That’s 
why they pay you to be a commander, or a leader. … The authority you have over 
the lives of the people who work for you and with you – these are sacred trusts and 
should not be taken lightly,” said Fogleman. 


“We learned a lot about accountability and I think accountability goes both ways,” 
said Balster. “Accountability is set first in clear expectations. As troops, make sure 
you understand what’s being asked of you. As supervisors, ensure your 
expectations are clear.”  


Other speakers at the conference included: 


Retired Army Lt. Gen. Russel L. Honoré, former commander of First Army and 
Joint Task Force Katrina, who shared lessons learned from joint operations 
following the 2005 hurricanes that devastated the Louisiana and Mississippi 
coastlines. 


Retired Army Gen. Montgomery Miegs spoke about moral character as a 
leadership quality. He admitted that most great leaders aren’t born, and that 
becoming great involves being intuitive and insightful about mistakes, and being 
humble enough to admit mistakes to subordinates. “Most of us aren’t naturals. We 
have to work for it,” he said. 


Smullen, a retired Army colonel and former special assistant to two chairmen of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, also spoke about crisis management and preparedness in 
dealing with the media, as well as looking beyond current executive decisions in 
order to prepare for the future strategic challenges. 


Colorado is a test case for this localized NSS initiative, as plans are being made to 
bring more seminars to key CONG leaders.  


“The Colorado National Guard is fortunate that current senior leadership is leaning 
forward and taking steps like this seminar to prepare its ‘up and coming’ senior 
leaders for the challenges they will certainly face in the future,” said Air National 
Guard Lt. Col. Mari Lesniak, who evaluated the seminar for Chief of the National 
Guard Bureau Gen. Craig R. McKinley.  


“Bill Smullen and the Syracuse team put on an excellent course that has served 
me well,” said McKinley, who also commended CONG leadership for recognizing 
th l f thi t i i d b i i t bl i f th t
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the value of this training and bringing an exportable version of the course to 
Colorado. 
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Iraq mission transforms average athlete into All American

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Staff Photojournalist

Alone, running along a dried river bed, a Soldier’s feet land softly in the dusty sand. Focused on preparing for the Army physical fitness test, he doesn’t notice a rapidly approaching sandstorm until it’s too late.
Finding himself engulfed in the reddish blanket of swirling sand, the Soldier covers his mouth and nose as best he can, and crouches by what small brush the Iraqi desert provides. He prays he’s not sharing his makeshift shelter with other desert inhabitants, particularly scorpions.
As quickly as the sandstorm strikes, it is over. As the Soldier returns to camp he can’t help but think how different this workout is than those he goes through as a member of the track and field team at the Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, Neb.
“I think I swallowed enough sand that I figured I’d never be a very good athlete,” said Staff Sgt. Derek Carson, an intelligence analyst with the 67th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade in Lincoln.
Carson spent time away from a promising academic and track career at Wesleyan when he was deployed to Al Asad Air Base with the 67th Area Support Group in 2005-06, but returned from Iraq a more focused student and determined athlete.
Carson enlisted in Nebraska Army National Guard prior to his freshman year at Wesleyan, but didn’t attend basic military training and advanced individual training until he had finished his first year, allowing him to participate in a full track season. He then deployed to Iraq before he was able to compete in another season of track. 
Prior to his Army training and deployment to Iraq, Carson was a relatively average athlete, said Ted Bulling, director of track and field and cross country, and Carson’s coach at Wesleyan. When Carson returned to the track, Bulling said he saw a different competitor.
“Since he got back from his last tour he became very, very focused on his goals,” said Bulling. “I’m sure before he was deployed he still had the goal of being a great athlete and doing well in school, but it seemed like when he got back he knew how to go about accomplishing it.”
Carson, who just finished his senior year, echoed Bulling.
“I think that once I got back from Iraq was kind of a turning point,” said Carson. “I think I was just a lot more ready. Ready to go, ready to embrace it more whole heartedly than I did before.”
Carson used his new-found confidence, focus and determination when he qualified for and competed in the 2009 NCAA Outdoor Division III Track and Field Championship at Marietta College in Marietta, Ohio.
Carson’s 400-meter relay team placed second and his 1600-meter team placed third.  Carson also placed eighth in the 400-meter individual race.
A 2008 Academic All-American and 2009 hopeful, Carson has been running since he was a child. He’s been running competitively since the sixth grade.  
The wiry Carson said he has always enjoyed the competition, atmosphere and camaraderie of a track meet.
“It’s been a sport I’ve always felt really relaxed while doing,” said Carson. “I’m pretty competitive as it is and I really like the opportunity to compete and maybe get to know the people that you’re running against.”
Although Carson’s Army training and deployment to Iraq was nothing like the collegiate track scene, Carson gives a lot of credit to the Guard for keeping him fit and actually increasing his strength.
“I was able to stay in pretty good shape,” said Carson. “The military brought me to a higher physical level than I’d ever been at before and I was just able to continually build on that.”
Not only did Carson gain raw physical strength, he gained a mental edge that few of his competitors enjoyed.
“Basic training breaks you down mentally and physically so you can build yourself back up,” said Carson. “I kind of used that same mind frame when I got back.” 
“I knew my body wasn’t ready to really be at the level I wanted it, but mentally I was prepared. I knew it was going to be painful, I knew it was going to be a lot of work, a lot of time and a lot of effort, but it wasn’t that big of a deal after some of the stuff the military puts you through just to make you into a Soldier,” he said.
In addition to Carson’s individual athletic improvement on the track, his attitude, leadership and hard work have proven beneficial to the entire team, said Bulling.
“He was a leader by example, and without question our hardest worker,” said Bulling. 
“It just kind of brought everyone’s level up,” said Bulling.
Although Carson has found success on the track and in the military, his true focus has always been on academics. Carson graduated from Wesleyan this spring with a 3.904 GPA in History. He again credits his military training for much of his success in the classroom.
“I think it’s helped me focus more,” said Carson. “It’s given me a better sense of what needs to be done and how I should go about getting it done.”
Carson said the intelligence training he received from the Army has given him a focus on what he may want to do for a career. “When I went through AIT I definitely realized this is something that I really do enjoy,” said Carson. “It’s challenging, it’s interesting and everyday is going to be different.”
Carson is now attending a 10-week internship at the Bureau for Intelligence and Research in Washington, D.C., where he plans to continue developing his skill in the intelligence field, possibly parlaying it into a future career.
Carson downplays his accomplishments. “I don’t see the things I’ve done as being really extraordinary,” said Carson. “I think it’s just been from a lot of hard work and perseverance.”
Once a good student and average athlete, an enlistment in the Nebraska National Guard and deployment to Iraq, helped turned the student-athlete into a Soldier, a great student and an All-American athlete.  
Carson took advantage of the mental and physical training the Army provided, and ran with it – literally.





Legislators examine ‘sound of freedom’ 


By Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral 
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs 
 
BUCKLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. – More than a dozen Colorado legislators and 
staffers visited Buckley Air Force Base May 14 to learn what the Colorado National 
Guard does for the state as well as how the legislators can best support the Guard. 
 
Senior Colorado National Guard leaders discussed the numerous missions and roles 
of the Guard in a state and federal capacity, as well as the challenges future leaders 
will likely face.  
 
Encroachment is perhaps the biggest issue facing the 140th Wing and the Colorado 
Air National Guard as it prepares for the next generation of fighter jets, and the $1.2 
billion dollar annual economic impact Buckley has on the surrounding community is 
no small matter, said 140th Wing Commander Brig. Gen. Trulan Eyre.   
 
“When our current [F-16s] time out, our flying mission could go away and we want to 
prevent that from happening here,” said Colorado Air National Guard Director of 
Operations Col. Rick Martin. 
 
“When the Air Force considers bed-down locations for the F-35, they’re going to look 
at a lot of different issues,” said Martin. “There won’t be enough F-35s to go around, 
so every base that’s flying fighters today won't be guaranteed to fly fighters in the 
future.” 
 
Two of the considerations for future flying operations are space for flight training use 
as well as how close the surrounding community has grown around the fence line – 
otherwise known as encroachment. 
 
A number of factors create a “footprint” of noise around an installation with a flying 
mission, and many cities across the country use the size of the footprint to help 
determine what to do with respect to zoning and construction surrounding a military 
base. While this isn't a big problem east of Buckley yet, the anticipated noise 
footprint of the new F-35 fighter is expected to be larger than the current F-16 
footprint. 
 
“What we want to prevent happening is residential development in nearby locations 
that could prevent Buckley from being candidate for the F-35 mission,” said Martin. 
“We want to buffer the base so that residential zoning and development won’t 
potentially end our flying mission here.” 
 
In an effort to bring the issue home, legislators received an overhead tour of the base 
– which allowed them to examine potential encroachment areas – aboard UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopters from 2nd Battalion, 135th General Support Aviation. The 
Colorado Army National Guard aviation unit is also concerned with the issue as


Air National Guard Col. Pete Byrne (top right), vice commander of the 140th Wing, 
Colorado Air National Guard, gives legislative staffers a peak inside an F-16 Fighting 
Falcon jet during the staffers’ visit with Colorado National Guard leaders May 14, 2009 at 
Buckley Air Force Base in Aurora, Colo. CONG leaders discussed the numerous missions 
and roles of the Guard in the nation, state and community, as well as the challenges future 
leaders will likely face with respect to encroachment and future flight operations at the Air 
Force base. Photo by Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral 
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Colorado Army National Guard aviation unit is also concerned with the issue, as 
encroachment affects its mission, as well. 
 
“An Air Force base without a flying mission is vulnerable,” said Eyre. “If too many 
people complain about the aircraft noise near a base, the Air Force can shut down 
the mission.” 
 
We’re trying to avoid giving the Air Force any reason to scratch us off the F-35 list, 
and encroachment and our noise footprint is one just one part of the big picture, 
Martin said. 
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Colorado leaders ‘strat’ their stuff
Bosses focus on joint strategy, accountability, communications

By Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral 
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs

“As you move up to the upper reaches of the career triangle, you need to start thinking differently about who you are, what you do and what you’re responsible for,” said retired Army Col. Bill Smullens, director of National Security Studies at Syracuse University in New York. 

The remarks were made to a select group of senior Colorado Army and Air National Guard leaders during an NSS seminar held in Greenwood Village, Colo., Nov. 13-14. Portions of the two week NSS course, which is normally held at the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at the university, were customized for the group. 

The local seminar allowed the leaders to step out of their jobs, ranks and services in order look at things from different perspectives – whether state, national or international – and challenged them to think about the world as they will encounter it in the future; to make decisions today that will better prepare them strategically so that future missions will be accomplished with the most prepared and accountable Guardsmen ever.

“Having a breadth of knowledge is important for senior leadership,” said COANG Commander Brig. Gen. Bill Hudson, who, along with COARNG Land Components Commander Brig. Gen. Robert Balster, brought the localized course to the CONG. “What makes the Guard strong is the fact that we don’t (permanently change duty stations). We know our jobs better than anybody. There’s nobody better at what we do. Nobody. What makes us weak is we don’t PCS, because we don’t get a breadth of experience … (and) that experience is only what we have in the state,” said Hudson.

One goal of the seminar was for lead Soldiers and Airmen to better understand the cultures of the Army and Air components, and how to best utilize their joint capabilities, said Colorado Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. H. Michael Edwards. 

The first exercise, titled “Good Order and Discipline,” was a game on paper that called for Soldiers and Airmen who had recently returned from Iraq and Afghanistan to deploy again in support of the U.S./Mexico border mission. During move one, Army and Air staffs planned separate, but straightforward deployments based on each service’s individual capabilities and assets. Move two, the actual employment, called for a range of mission and personnel requirements – and challenges. The services were primarily focused on mission accomplishment but were also offered guidance from family programs, public affairs and legal personnel.

The goal of the game was to expand leaders’ thinking regarding handling situations such as PTSD and depression, personnel cliques and integrating joint forces in order to manage people better; and working with public affairs to engage the media so that the forces and the public were better informed and accepting of the mission.

“It’s very easy to get wrapped up in the job and wrapped up in the specifics of the tasking, and not necessarily think about the effects that the other surrounding issues, like the personnel issues, are going to have on your job,” said Dr. Ed McGrady, principal of Two-Stone LLC, who designed and led the game. 

McGrady also reminded commanders to also keep in mind their strategies, so that through public affairs and the media, their key messages could be communicated effectively both internally and to the public.

Another point made to CONG leaders was accountability. 

“In the Guard we sometimes have a hard time holding our friends accountable,” said Balster. “We’re a tight-knit community. We develop full-time professional relationships that may be awkward in military missions.” 

We must hold our people accountable. In the midst of a war, we cannot take taking incompetence forward. We have to rely on dedicated people who are focused on the mission, Hudson said.

The accountability point was further emphasized using a real-life case study. Participants were asked to evaluate the Khobar Towers bombing of 1996 as if they were the key Air Force leaders at the time. They were tasked with assessing responsibility and accountability for the event, as well as determining appropriate consequences – if any – for those who oversaw the Airmen in the Saudi Arabian apartment complex. Current leaders were tasked with asking themselves if they did all they could have done to prevent the tragedy, and whether the actual consequences were put forth based on the intentions of leadership, or the tragedy itself.

“We never should forget, as leaders of our total force, that the most precious treasure that we deal with, that we are entrusted with, are the lives of the young men and women who serve in our nation’s military,” said retired Air Force Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman, who was the chief of staff of the Air Force at the time of the bombing and one of several guest speakers at the seminar. “So with the responsibility of command and leadership comes something else. … It’s a profession that demands integrity.” 

Fogleman then said integrity is reinforced by accountability. 

“In the macro sense, it’s always looked upon as kind of a pejorative term, accountability; (as if) the only thing that can ever come out of an exercise in accountability is something bad.” But that’s not the model that true leaders should aspire to, he said, “because there will be those times when your troops, and you yourself, may be called to defend your position against a certain set of standards and values, and when it is done, your troops or you are found to have met the test. And if that happens to be the case, then I believe very strongly that the senior leadership has an obligation to step up and push off the political pressures, the naysayers, the scapegoaters, and defend their people. 

“Sometimes it gets difficult to differentiate between a mistake and a crime. That’s why they pay you to be a commander, or a leader. … The authority you have over the lives of the people who work for you and with you – these are sacred trusts and should not be taken lightly,” said Fogleman.

“We learned a lot about accountability and I think accountability goes both ways,” said Balster. “Accountability is set first in clear expectations. As troops, make sure you understand what’s being asked of you. As supervisors, ensure your expectations are clear.” 

Other speakers at the conference included:

Retired Army Lt. Gen. Russel L. Honoré, former commander of First Army and Joint Task Force Katrina, who shared lessons learned from joint operations following the 2005 hurricanes that devastated the Louisiana and Mississippi coastlines.

Retired Army Gen. Montgomery Miegs spoke about moral character as a leadership quality. He admitted that most great leaders aren’t born, and that becoming great involves being intuitive and insightful about mistakes, and being humble enough to admit mistakes to subordinates. “Most of us aren’t naturals. We have to work for it,” he said.

Smullen, a retired Army colonel and former special assistant to two chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, also spoke about crisis management and preparedness in dealing with the media, as well as looking beyond current executive decisions in order to prepare for the future strategic challenges.

Colorado is a test case for this localized NSS initiative, as plans are being made to bring more seminars to key CONG leaders. 

“The Colorado National Guard is fortunate that current senior leadership is leaning forward and taking steps like this seminar to prepare its ‘up and coming’ senior leaders for the challenges they will certainly face in the future,” said Air National Guard Lt. Col. Mari Lesniak, who evaluated the seminar for Chief of the National Guard Bureau Gen. Craig R. McKinley. 

“Bill Smullen and the Syracuse team put on an excellent course that has served me well,” said McKinley, who also commended CONG leadership for recognizing the value of this training and bringing an exportable version of the course to Colorado.
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Office of Public Affairs



Technical Sergeant Alex R. Salmon

Assistant Editor – Prairie Soldier, Nebraska National Guard



	Tech. Sgt. Alex R. Salmon is the assistant editor of the Prairie Soldier publication for the Nebraska National Guard.  He was born on November, 26, 1977, and graduated from Wayne High School, Wayne, Neb.

	Salmon enlisted in the Nebraska Air National Guard in 1997 while attending Wayne State College in Wayne, Neb.  He graduated from Wayne State Collage in 2001, while on the Dean’s List, with a major in Psychology and minor in Sociology.

Following initial Air Force basic training in 1997, Salmon was named Honor Graduate from the Defense Information School Basic Computer Graphics course at Fort George G. Meade, Md.  As a traditional Guardsman, he served as a Computer Graphics Artist for the 155th Air Refueling Wing in Lincoln, Neb., from 1997 to 2006.  In 2006, Salmon graduated as the Distinguished Honor Graduate from the Basic Still Photography course, also at Fort Meade.  He then served as base photographer for the 155th ARW from 2006 to 2008.

While serving with the 155th ARW, Salmon covered many assignments including Nebraska Air Guard training in Germany, Great Britain, Puerto Rico, Alaska and Hawaii.  

Salmon accepted a full-time staff photojournalist position with the Nebraska National Guard Public Affairs office in September 2008.  In May 2009 he once again earned Distinguished Honor Graduate from the Basic Public Affairs Specialist – Writer course, at Fort Meade, Md.  Salmon was then promoted to assistant editor and regularly contributes photographs, stories and editorial direction to the award-winning Nebraska National Guard’s Prairie Soldier publication. 

Salmon has covered many Nebraska National Guard mobilizations including Hurricane Gustav and Ike in September 2008, which at the time was the largest out-of-state domestic emergency response deployment in the history of the Nebraska National Guard. He has also covered welcome home ceremonies for units returning from duty in Iraq and Afghanistan while also covering send-off ceremonies for the Nebraska National Guard Afghan Agribusiness Development Team. Most recently Salmon covered an Employer Support for the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) event in Riverside, Calif., which was designed to educate employers on Guard and Reserve issues and the valuable training their employees receive while away from their civilian occupations. Salmon also recently supported the 155th ARW during its operational readiness inspection, deploying once to Michigan and once to Mississippi.  

Salmon’s additional duties include escorting civilian media, implementing and managing emerging social media resources such as Facebook and Twitter, and working with various community relations issues. 

Salmon resides in Lincoln, Neb.











Air Guard unit preps for 
'Murphy Challenge'  
Story by Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral 
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs 


 
This coming June, Airmen of the 140th Medical 
Group, led by Lt. Col. Paul K. Miller, will compete in 
the “Murphy Challenge,” a competition based on 
the high intensity CrossFit training program. 
 
The challenge will begin and end with a one-mile 
run. Between the miles, 100 pull-ups, 200 push-ups 
and 300 squats will be partitioned as needed. 
While wearing body armor is encouraged, it is not 
required. 
 
But the Airmen’s challenge isn’t just to honoring the 
life and sacrifice of Lt. Michael P. Murphy, a Navy 
SEAL and Medal of Honor recipient who was killed 
in action in Afghanistan in 2005. For these Airmen, 
fitness means readiness. 
 
“It’s a tough and challenging time for the Guard. 
We have to be more vigilant. We have to be more 
ready. We have to be more capable, more fit than 
ever before,” said Miller. “The chances of us being 
called to duty at a moment’s notice increase every 
day. The operations tempo continues to proceed at 
almost an unbelievable pace and … I think more is 
going to be required of us in the future than has 
ever been required of us before.” 
 
“We’re medics and we need to be fit and ready to 
go at all times,” said Capt. Christina Stack, a 
medical administrative officer, of the full-fitness 
training her unit has been participating in since 
February. “We want to be able to carry litters, pick 
of heavy things – it’s very functional training … 
[and] we’re training hard.” 
 
According to CrossFit.com, the workout is the 
principal strength and conditioning program for 
many police departments, military units and martial 
artists worldwide. Also, the workout itself is 
designed to be broad and inclusive; meaning the 
intensity can be adjusted for any skill level, age and 
physical ability. “Our specialty is not specializing,” 
says the Web site. 
 
And because the workout changes every day, 
boredom doesn’t set in as easily as it might in other 
routines, said Lt. Col. Katherine Gains, a 
physician’s assistant who espouses yoga and other 
forms of strength and flexibility training in addition 
to the CrossFit workout. She also advocates good 
form “You do want to get to muscle failure but you
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form. You do want to get to muscle failure but you 
want to do it with proper technique and good form, 
and that’s how you won’t get injured.” 
 
So finding those muscles and avoiding injury is part 
of the fun – and potential pain – of the regimen. 
“I’ve seen women in their 40s and 50s developing 
muscles they probably never knew they had,” said 
Stack. 
 
While fitness and readiness are definite benefits of 
the program, the commander-led regimen is also a 
bonding experience for the Airmen. 
 
“When I was doing the ‘Murph’ last October and 
suffering for an hour … I was just thinking about 
being in Afghanistan in the mountains and being in 
that firefight, what it must have been like. So the 
more I suffer in the CrossFit workout, the more I 
think about our comrades on the front lines and 
what they’re going through (and) that really helps 
me focus,” said Miller. “So we’re doing this work 
out in June for a couple of reasons. We’re doing it 
to honor this fallen hero (and) we’re doing it for 
ourselves, to give ourselves a challenge, to prove 
something to ourselves individually and to prove 
something to ourselves as an organization. That 
we can meet this challenge says a lot about us.” 
 
The “Murphy Challenge” is named honor of Lt. 
Michael Murphy, Navy SEAL and Medal of Honor 
recipient for his gallant actions in Afghanistan. To 
learn more about the fallen hero, visit 
http://www.navy.mil/moh/mpmurphy. To learn 
more about the battle that cost Murphy his life, read 
“Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of 
Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of SEAL 
Team 10” by Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (SEAL) 
Marcus Luttrell, the only surviving SEAL from 
Operation Redwing. 
 
Maj. James Reeman is a certified personal trainer, 
level 1-certified CrossFit instructor, and 140th Wing 
fitness program manager. For more on CrossFit 
training and how you can incorporate this workout 
into your daily routine, or if you have any other 
fitness-related questions, contact him.  
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NEWS


Oregon National Guard marathon team shows top numbers again


LINCOLN, Neb. -- The Ore-
gon National Guard is once again 
sitting at the top of the National 
Guard running world.


Competing in the annual Lin-
coln/National Guard Marathon 
held May 3 in Lincoln, Neb., 
the Oregonians cruised through 
the 26.2 mile course under clear 
skies to win this year’s team 
chase over the Utah National 
Guard Marathon Team by a mar-
gin of nearly 30 minutes.


Leading the way for Oregon 
was Sgt. 1st Class Timothy 
Vandervlugt, La Grande, Ore., 
3rd Battalion, 116th Cavalry 
Regiment, who finished fourth 
overall with a time of 2:47:19. 
He trimmed nearly three minutes 
from his fifth place finish last 
year and moved up a notch in the 
final standings. Also placing for 
the Oregon team were 1st Sgt. 
Seven Richmond, Albany, Ore., 
who finished the race in 2:49:02, 
and Capt. Sean Nixon, Sunriver, 
Ore., who finished the race in 
2:55:51.


According to Oregon team 
captain, Vandervlugt, “I wanted 
to go out on top and finish well 


Sgt. 1st Class Timothy Vandervlugt passes an Army National Guard 
medic station on his way around the 26.2 mile marathon course in 
Lincoln, Neb. May 3.  He finished the course in 2:47:19 and placed fourth 
overall with the best time for the Oregon National Guard Team.


Photo courtesy of Nebraska National Guard Public Affairs Office


Story by
Tech. Jefferson Thompson,
Oregon Military Department


Public Affairs Office


as an individual my last time 
out,” he said. “My unit is sched-
uled to deploy and then I plan 
to retire after that.” Vandervlugt 
has run this marathon 16 times 
during his career and has aver-
ages under 2:40 for all of them 
and has made the all-Guard team 
every year. 


This year’s National Guard 
Marathon team competition 
attracted 18 team entries from 
across the United States. The 
team match results are deter-
mined by combining the overall 
running times of the top three 
declared members of the team. 


In winning the team race, the 
Oregon National Guard run-
ners posted a combined time of 
8:32:21, outdistancing Guard 
runners from Utah, who scored a 
combined time of 9:00:04 to take 
second place.


The Oregon Guard team con-
sisted of Vandervlugt, Richmond, 
Nixon, Smith, and Edward King. 
Richmond was voted Guard 
Rookie of the Year by all team 
coordinators from the respective 
states as it was his first marathon.


Jeff Galloway, a former 
Olympian, author of books on 
running and the marathon’s 
“guest instructor,” told them each 
marathoner inspires 25 others to 
improve their physical fitness. 


Many of the participating Guard 
members said they wanted to 
inspire Soldiers and Airmen to 
be more physically fit, thereby 
preparing them for deployment.


Master Sgt. Bill Kaemmer, a 
member of the repeat champion 
Oregon National Guard Mara-
thon team, said deployed soldiers 
face a lot of discomfort but the 
rigors of preparing for a mara-
thon also help prepare them for 
war.


“You can’t train for a mara-
thon and not be uncomfortable,” 
Kaemmer said.


Five members of the team 
earned spots on the elite All 
Guard Marathon Team which 
takes the top 40 male runners and 
the top 15 female runners. Those 
runners are Nixon, King, Vander-
vlugt, Richmond, and Smith. The 
team is expected to compete in 
five to eight marathons across the 
United States during the upcom-
ing running season. The selectees 
will alternate events that they 
attend.


Master Sgt. Bill Kaemmer is 
the official team coordinator and 
would like any soldiers interested 
in running for the Oregon Guard 
Marathon Team to contact him 
at: (503) 725-3512 or vai e-mail 
at: kaemmerb@pdx.edu.


Photo by Sgt. Eric Rutherford, Oregon Military Department


Spc. Donald Snyder “low-crawls” under barbed wire during an obstacle course as 
part of the Region 6 Soldier of the Year Competition at Fort Lewis, Wash., May 16. 
Synder, of Richland, Wash., is a medic with 1st. Detachment, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 3rd. Battalion, 116th Cavalry Regiment. The weekend long 
competition consisted of an appearance board, PT test, weapons qualification, land 
navigation and several other soldier skill events. Snyder placed fourth overall in the 
competition, and said that even though he didn’t win, it was great to compete with 
the best soldiers the National Guard had to offer. Snyder was named Oregon’s 2009 
Soldier of the Year in February. 


Spc. Eric Holloway of the 224th Engineer Company pushes sand up the beach 
using a Caterpillar D7 Bulldozer at the Oregon Dunes Innovative Readiness Training 
Project site Dec. 3.


This project was commissioned in order to remove non-native European Beach 
Grass planted 70 to 80 years ago to prevent sand from blowing over roads. Now 
this grass threatens protected Western Snowy Plover bird species habitat. The 
Innovative Training Program responded to the need and removed much of the 
grass, restoring the beach to its proper condition. 


The IRT broke ground on another project in Independence, Ore., June 12.
Projects like this are designed to provide cities, towns, parks, schools, government 


agencies, and non-profit organizations a way to stretch their budgets and support 
their local National Guard units at the same time by allowing them to hone their skills 
in preparation for deployment.


Photo by Spc. Catelyn Poli, Innovative Readiness Team


Innovative Readiness Team restores habitat


Snyder ‘brings it’ to soldier competition






Air Guard unit preps for 'Murphy Challenge'

By Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs

This coming June, Airmen of the 140th Medical Group, led by Lt. Col. Paul K. Miller, will compete in the “Murphy Challenge,” a competition based on the high intensity CrossFit training program.

The challenge will begin and end with a one-mile run. Between the miles, 100 pull-ups, 200 push-ups and 300 squats will be partitioned as needed. While wearing body armor is encouraged, it is not required.

But the Airmen’s challenge isn’t just to honoring the life and sacrifice of Lt. Michael P. Murphy, a Navy SEAL and Medal of Honor recipient who was killed in action in Afghanistan in 2005. For these Airmen, fitness means readiness.

“It’s a tough and challenging time for the Guard. We have to be more vigilant. We have to be more ready. We have to be more capable, more fit than ever before,” said Miller. “The chances of us being called to duty at a moment’s notice increase every day. The operations tempo continues to proceed at almost an unbelievable pace and … I think more is going to be required of us in the future than has ever been required of us before.”

“We’re medics and we need to be fit and ready to go at all times,” said Capt. Christina Stack, a medical administrative officer, of the full-fitness training her unit has been participating in since February. “We want to be able to carry litters, pick of heavy things – it’s very functional training … [and] we’re training hard.”

According to CrossFit.com, the workout is the principal strength and conditioning program for many police departments, military units and martial artists worldwide. Also, the workout itself is designed to be broad and inclusive; meaning the intensity can be adjusted for any skill level, age and physical ability. “Our specialty is not specializing,” says the Web site.

And because the workout changes every day, boredom doesn’t set in as easily as it might in other routines, said Lt. Col. Katherine Gains, a physician’s assistant who espouses yoga and other forms of strength and flexibility training in addition to the CrossFit workout. She also advocates good form. “You do want to get to muscle failure but you want to do it with proper technique and good form, and that’s how you won’t get injured.” 

So finding those muscles and avoiding injury is part of the fun – and potential pain – of the regimen. “I’ve seen women in their 40s and 50s developing muscles they probably never knew they had,” said Stack.
While fitness and readiness are definite benefits of the program, the commander-led regimen is also a bonding experience for the Airmen. 

“When I was doing the ‘Murph’ last October and suffering for an hour … I was just thinking about being in Afghanistan in the mountains and being in that firefight, what it must have been like. So the more I suffer in the CrossFit workout, the more I think about our comrades on the front lines and what they’re going through (and) that really helps me focus,” said Miller. “So we’re doing this work out in June for a couple of reasons. We’re doing it to honor this fallen hero (and) we’re doing it for ourselves, to give ourselves a challenge, to prove something to ourselves individually and to prove something to ourselves as an organization. That we can meet this challenge says a lot about us.”

The “Murphy Challenge” is named honor of Lt. Michael Murphy, Navy SEAL and Medal of Honor recipient for his gallant actions in Afghanistan. To learn more about the fallen hero, visit http://www.navy.mil/moh/mpmurphy. To learn more about the battle that cost Murphy his life, read “Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of SEAL Team 10” by Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (SEAL) Marcus Luttrell, the only surviving SEAL from Operation Redwing.

Maj. James Reeman is a certified personal trainer, level 1-certified CrossFit instructor, and 140th Wing fitness program manager. For more on CrossFit training and how you can incorporate this workout into your daily routine, or if you have any other fitness-related questions, contact him.
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The view was simply breathtaking.
Lying in a sleeping bag on the cold, hard ground as the crisp late summer air nipped at her nose and the dull roar of the nearby Deschutes River lulled her companions to sleep, Pam Whisenhunt stared upward into the dizzying black sky.
There, unfolding above her, the starry, dusty majesty of the Milky Way seemed to etch itself into the inky fabric of space. The 38-year-old Nebraska Army National Guard sergeant first class was flooded with wonderment.
“I’ve never seen so many stars before,” said Whisenhunt, supply sergeant for the 110th Multifunctional Medical Battalion. 
Lying there after a full day of river activities in central Oregon, Whisenhunt said it was hard to realize the enormity of what she was seeing, let alone doing. Barely nine months removed from a year-long deployment to Iraq, Whisenhunt was now attempting to tackle a new, much more personal challenge. 
Since deploying back to Nebraska last December, Whisenhunt had been working to get her unit’s supply functions back into shape while also tending to her two growing daughters. 
Family activities, work responsibilities… there just was never time enough during the daily grind to simply reflect upon her experiences in Iraq and life in general.
That was until she began a five-day white water raft journey on Sept. 21, part of veterans outreach program called “Outward Bound.” Funded by the Military Family Outdoor Initiative Project and a joint partnership of the Sierra Club and the Sierra Club Foundation, The Anschutz Family Foundation and the Disabled Veterans of America, the program offers ‘enriching wilderness expeditions specifically designed for war veterans at no cost to the participants.’ 
The program includes such excursions as white water rafting, dog sledding, kayaking and sail boating.
Whisenhunt said she found out about Outward Bound while in Iraq. 
“It just sounded interesting being able to go white water rafting for five days,” said Whisenhunt, a self-professed nature lover. “I thought it would just be a fun thing to be able to do.”
According to Outward Bound organizers, the goal of the program is to give recently returned combat veterans an opportunity to build a support community amongst themselves while facilitating discussions on readjustment and transition challenges in a re-energizing and reinvigorating outdoor setting. 
It is open to all Operation Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom veterans who were deployed overseas in support of combat operations. 
Whisenhunt enrolled in the program last October while still in Iraq, marking down three activities she was interested in. She found out that she’d been selected to participate in the white water rafting excursion this past January. 
That’s when the nerves hit.
“I was really hesitant,” she said. “I wanted to come home and be pampered. If I was going to go on vacation and spend my week somewhere, it wasn’t going to be (going to the bathroom) in the forest (or going without) showers for five days.”
Stewing about it for several months, Whisenhunt finally decided she had to continue on. “I told my husband before I left, well either good or bad, it’s going to be an experience,” she said.  
After shopping for a few personal items, Whisenhunt set off for Oregon.  
Arriving in Redmond, Ore., she and the other travelers were taken to a hotel for the night before meeting up with their instructors the next morning. Receiving additional gear, the group moved by van up the Deschutes River, stopping near the town of Madras where the group’s base camp was set up.
Whisenhunt said her first view of the river was incredible.
“It was pretty awesome,” she said, adding that unlike her expectation of a lush green forest environment, the river instead cut through high desert mountains and bluffs, often leaving brilliantly colored cliffs in their wake.
“We were on the other side of the mountains, so it was high desert… a lot of shrubs and stuff like that,” she said. “But it was still beautiful with that river and those high cliffs.”
She still couldn’t shake her nervousness. 
“I was excited, but a little apprehensive,” she admitted. “Being in the military, you always have the feeling that something else can go wrong.”
Formed into two four-person teams, Whisenhunt soon learned more about her traveling companions. There were several prior-service Marines, former Air Force members, a retired Navy woman and an Army Reservist. Together, the teams spent the majority of the first day simply learning how to work together and survive on the river.
“We got into the rafts and they taught us how to paddle,” she said. “We (then) had to flip the boat so we would know how to get back on.”
After learning some additional safety and equipment techniques, the group set off on the journey downstream. Whisenhunt said she quickly learned the expedition would be anything but what she’d expected.
“I expected to be on the river for five days rowing ten hours a day, so I was nervous because I really hadn’t been working on my arms or lifting weights,” she said. “But it wasn’t at all like that.”
Whisenhunt said the group would paddle down the river for a few hours in the morning, often working their way through a few rapids. 
They would then take a break and tackle a different challenge, like climbing a steep mountain trail, jumping from a cliff into the river below, learning how to rappel down the sheer rocky walls, or swimming into the icy current and learning how to take refuge behind protective rocks if they fell overboard. 
They also spent time each day journaling or contemplating the experiences of the day.
Whisenhunt said the instructors constantly told the participants to “stay within the moment.” That’s why things like cellphones, the Internet and Ipods were expressly forbidden on the journey. 
“We left all that stuff behind,” she said. “They really concentrated on being here, being in the moment, taking it all in because it was going to go fast.”
Whisenhunt said each afternoon the teams would paddle again for a few hours and then take a break for “personal time,” allowing each of the participants to reflect upon the journey or other experiences within their lives. Whisenhunt quickly realized how important this was to the overall journey.
“It made me realize how distracted you can be… you just have all these outside distracters, all the stimulus around you,’ she said. 
“Coming back home, people really don’t have the chance to brain dump, you know? There’s always something going on. There’s always family that you’ve got to meet. There are always jobs that you’ve got to get back into. There’s always house bills and stuff like that.”
“This is just a great opportunity you don’t get anywhere else that you can just forget all of that and actually be able to think about your thoughts and to understand that process,” Whisenhunt added. “It’s very rare that you get that chance to have the time to process the things that you’ve been through, where you want to be.”
Whisenhunt said that while traveling down the river the traveling party learned more about how hydrology makes the river function, how to map routes through boulder-strewn rapids and the importance that conservation plays in maintaining a healthy river ecosystem. 
They also learned about their roles in conservation, about how ensuring the environment is left as pristine as what they found is extremely important.
The groups also talked during moments between navigating through the rapids, learning about each person’s individual experiences as well as what they’re doing today.
Each member of the team also took turns captaining the raft through the rapids. 
“I’m thinking, ‘How am I going to tell those guys which way I want to go, back or forward,’” she recalled. “That kind of intimidated me, but once you got the hang of it…”
Running the rapids was definitely an adrenaline booster, she said. 
“That was kind of the exciting part when you hit those rapids,” said Whisenhunt. “You get a little bit of an adrenaline rush, depending upon what size of rapids they were. Sometimes it was challenging, especially when you were the one who was captaining.”
Still, the best time was at night, staring into the enormous depths of the Milky Way, Whisenhunt said. “It was just amazing… beautiful,” she said. “We didn’t have tents, we just laid down our sleeping bags and that’s where we slept for the night.”
“It would dip down into the 40s and you would feel a little nip on your nose or a little breeze in your sleeping bag,” she added. “You have the roar of the rapids putting you to sleep… it was awesome.”
Before long, the five-day journey was over. The discoveries made during the expedition, however, still remain according to Whisenhunt.
“I definitely got more appreciation for nature, the outdoors, quiet time… time for yourself,” she said. “I mean, it was really just an experience of a lifetime that a lot of people don’t get.”
 For more information about Outward Bound, check out the organization’s Website at 
ids. 
“I’m thinking, ‘How am I going to tell those guys which way I want to go, back or forward,’” she recalled. “That kind of intimidated me, but once you got the hang of it…”
Running the rapids was definitely an adrenaline booster, she said. 
“That was kind of the exciting part when you hit those rapids,” said Whisenhunt. “You get a little bit of an adrenaline rush, depending upon what size of rapids they were. Sometimes it was challenging, especially when you were the one who was captaining.”
Still, the best time was at night, staring into the enormous depths of the Milky Way, Whisenhunt said. “It was just amazing… beautiful,” she said. “We didn’t have tents, we just laid down our sleeping bags and that’s where we slept for the night.”
“It would dip down into the 40s and you would feel a little nip on your nose or a little breeze in your sleeping bag,” she added. “You have the roar of the rapids putting you to sleep… it was awesome.”
Before long, the five-day journey was over. The discoveries made during the expedition, however, still remain according to Whisenhunt.
“I definitely got more appreciation for nature, the outdoors, quiet time… time for yourself,” she said. “I mean, it was really just an experience of a lifetime that a lot of people don’t get.”
 For more information about Outward Bound, check out the organization’s Website at www.outwardbound.org.





Counting on 
accountability 
Editorial by Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral 
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs 
 
The word “accountability” gets tossed around a lot, 
but do we really know what it means? 
 
Accountability means we’re all responsible for our 
personal actions. Leaders at every level have to be 
accountable for those of our subordinates. And at 
every level, we will be made to bear the 
consequences – positive and negative. 
 
The word itself has a rather negative connotation, 
but in my opinion, that’s a cynical view. So I ask 
you to help change our attitudes by first changing 
our vocabulary. 
 
To be accountable is to be called to answer for 
something. We answer a call every day just by 
showing up to work at the right time, in the right 
uniforms. 
 
To be responsible is to have an obligation. We 
owe it to each other and those we serve to ensure 
we personally do our best every day.  
 
Consequences are simply effects. They too, can 
be positive or negative. When we arrive and 
perform duty every day, the mission is 
accomplished – and our bank accounts bear the 
fruit of our progress. But if we don’t show as 
promised by our contracts, or if we don’t deliver as 
promised, the mission, our reputations and our 
finances can all suffer. 
 
In simple terms, accountability is the 
acknowledgment and assumption of responsibility 
for the decisions and products we make, as well as 
the actions we do or don’t take, whether in our 
professional or personal lives. We are each 
answerable to our leaders and our subordinates, 
our families who support us, and our taxpayers – 
without whom many of us would be unemployed.  
 
Accountability means that as a leader, if I know you 
did everything that was asked, it’s my duty to 
ensure I step up and support you when the time 
comes. But if you don’t, you will be held 
responsible, just higher echelons will hold me 
accountable. 
 
Bottom line: Accountability isn’t perfection. It’s 
doing the right thing at the right time, and owning 
up when we don’t It’s not a choice Our profession
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up when we don t. It s not a choice. Our profession 
demands it. 
 
We all have elephants in our closets. Mine are loud 
and rancid, and they usually start stomping their 
ugly, hairy feet when I’m contemplating doing 
something I may regret. They’re my constant 
companions; reminders of mistakes I don’t intent to 
repeat. 
 
I’m not the only one who has them – elephants, 
skeletons, regrets – whatever you choose to call 
them. We’ve all done things we’re not proud of, and 
we all have things we’d do differently if we could. 
But really, that’s a good thing. It means we’ve 
learned from past mistakes and we’re ready to take 
our performance – and that of our subordinates – 
to the next level of greatness. 
 
Expecting subordinates to follow regulations, 
instructions and orders – and following through 
when they don’t – shouldn’t have to be said. It 
should simply be done.  
 
Knowing my leaders to expect the same of me is 
just part of the job. 
 
Accountability becomes a bad word when we fail 
as individuals to first be responsible for ourselves, 
and spirals downward when leaders don’t enforce 
what’s right or don’t behave according to 
standards.  
 
To be without accountability is to be without 
discipline. Lack of discipline cracks our foundation. 
If poor performance is allowed, others must to work 
harder to make up for deficiencies. When this 
happens, morale declines. It’s a slippery slope with 
jagged edges.  
 
In essence, if irresponsibility is acceptable for one 
person, why not for all? As leaders, if we allow just 
one person to behave poorly, the effects of our 
inactions could tear us all to shreds – literally and 
figuratively. 
 
But if we expect accountability, and behave 
accordingly at every rank, we will prevail.  
      
      
Return to November News 
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Counting on accountability 

By Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs

The word “accountability” gets tossed around a lot, but do we really know what it means?

Accountability means we’re all responsible for our personal actions. Leaders at every level have to be accountable for those of our subordinates. And at every level, we will be made to bear the consequences – positive and negative.

The word itself has a rather negative connotation, but in my opinion, that’s a cynical view. So I ask you to help change our attitudes by first changing our vocabulary.

To be accountable is to be called to answer for something. We answer a call every day just by showing up to work at the right time, in the right uniforms.

To be responsible is to have an obligation. We owe it to each other and those we serve to ensure we personally do our best every day. 

Consequences are simply effects. They too, can be positive or negative. When we arrive and perform duty every day, the mission is accomplished – and our bank accounts bear the fruit of our progress. But if we don’t show as promised by our contracts, or if we don’t deliver as promised, the mission, our reputations and our finances can all suffer.

In simple terms, accountability is the acknowledgment and assumption of responsibility for the decisions and products we make, as well as the actions we do or don’t take, whether in our professional or personal lives. We are each answerable to our leaders and our subordinates, our families who support us, and our taxpayers – without whom many of us would be unemployed. 

Accountability means that as a leader, if I know you did everything that was asked, it’s my duty to ensure I step up and support you when the time comes. But if you don’t, you will be held responsible, just higher echelons will hold me accountable.

Bottom line: Accountability isn’t perfection. It’s doing the right thing at the right time, and owning up when we don’t. It’s not a choice. Our profession demands it.

We all have elephants in our closets. Mine are loud and rancid, and they usually start stomping their ugly, hairy feet when I’m contemplating doing something I may regret. They’re my constant companions; reminders of mistakes I don’t intent to repeat.

I’m not the only one who has them – elephants, skeletons, regrets – whatever you choose to call them. We’ve all done things we’re not proud of, and we all have things we’d do differently if we could. But really, that’s a good thing. It means we’ve learned from past mistakes and we’re ready to take our performance – and that of our subordinates – to the next level of greatness.

Expecting subordinates to follow regulations, instructions and orders – and following through when they don’t – shouldn’t have to be said. It should simply be done. 

Knowing my leaders to expect the same of me is just part of the job.

Accountability becomes a bad word when we fail as individuals to first be responsible for ourselves, and spirals downward when leaders don’t enforce what’s right or don’t behave according to standards. 

To be without accountability is to be without discipline. Lack of discipline cracks our foundation. If poor performance is allowed, others must to work harder to make up for deficiencies. When this happens, morale declines. It’s a slippery slope with jagged edges. 

In essence, if irresponsibility is acceptable for one person, why not for all? As leaders, if we allow just one person to behave poorly, the effects of our inactions could tear us all to shreds – literally and figuratively.

But if we expect accountability, and behave accordingly at every rank, we will prevail. 
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“It’s really good for Soldiers who haven’t been 
deployed, “said Sgt. Lindsay Loftus, chemical op-
erations NCO for HHD, 126th Chem. Bn. “These 
are some of the things that (Soldiers) that have 
been deployed have already been going through… 
It helps prepare us for deployment.”


The final team building event was a five-
kilometer road march.


At the award ceremony the prize of a comman-
dant’s coin from the Chemical Corps School was 
presented to the first place individual and team. 


Along with winning the individual competi-
tion, Noyes was also the team leader for the first 
place team. Working with him were Spc. Delbert 
Goedeken and Pvt. Aamee Johnson, who are both 
chemical operations specialists with HHD, 126th 
Chem. Bn.


During the ceremony Loftus also received a 
commandant’s coin for achieving the high score 
on the physical fitness test with a score of 299.


DRAGON CHALLENGE  
continued from page 23.


PRO 1st Place, Staff Sgt.  Chad Engen    
Team Competitions: 


Match # 240M (General George S. Patton Combat Pistol Team Match – Re-
quires a four-person team to engage six targets at various ranges concentrating 
on fire distribution.)


1st Place, LRS(Staff Sgt. Steven Brewer, Staff Sgt. Joshua Ames, Sgt. Chris 
Brammer, Sgt. Jonathan Terry); 2nd Place, FNG (Staff Sgt. Adam Borer, Sgt. 
Herschel Talley, Sgt. Nathan Rutter, Sgt. Jessie London); 3rd Place, WLC #1 
(1st Sgt. Stephen Osier, Staff Sgt. Chad Engen, Staff Sgt. William McClure, 
Staff Sgt. Joseph Serkiz)


Match # 250 (Combat Pistol Team Championship – Combined aggregate 
of all four team members 225 Individual Aggregate and 240 General George S. 
Patton Combat Pistol Team Match.)


1st Place, LRS (Staff Sgt. Steven Brewer, Staff Sgt. Joshua Ames, Sgt. Chris 
Brammer, Sgt. Jonathan Terry); 2nd Place, FNG (Staff Sgt. Adam Borer, Sgt. 
Herschel Talley, Sgt. Nathan Rutter, Sgt. Jessie London); 3rd Place, RamRod (Sgt. 
Abraham Garcia, Sgt. Tyson Gould, Sgt. Kole Talkington, Sgt. Dustin Bruckner)


 Match # 340 (General John J. Pershing Team Rifle Match – Requires a 
four-person team to engage six targets at various ranges concentrating on fire 
distribution.) 


1st Place, Team S (Staff Sgt.  Timithy Brewer, Pvt. Alexander Bristol, Spc. 
Jessee Daberkow, Sgt. Dennis Sedlacek); 2nd Place WLC #1 (1st Sgt. Stephen 
Osier, Staff Sgt. Chad Engen, Staff Sgt. William McClure, Staff Sgt. Joseph 
Serkiz); 3rd Place, Lost Boys (1st Lt. Clinton Brady, Sgt. Kurt Lillesten, Sgt. 
Chris Loomis, Sgt. Mathew Brown)


 Match # 350 (Service Rifle Championship Team Championship – Combined 


aggregate of all 4 team members 340 Pershing Team Score and 325 Individual 
Championship Score.)


1st Place, WLC #1 (1st Sgt. Stephen Osier, Staff Sgt. Chad Engen, Staff Sgt. 
William McClure, Staff Sgt. Joseph Serkiz); 2nd Place, LRS (Staff Sgt. Steven 
Brewer, Staff Sgt. Joshua Ames, Sgt. Chris Brammer, Sgt. Jonathan Terry); 3rd 
Place, Team S (Staff Sgt.  Timithy Brewer, Pvt. Alexander Bristol, Spc. Jessee 
Daberkow, Sgt. Dennis Sedlacek)


Match # 355 (Team Assault Plate Match –Teams negotiated an ob-
stacle course and then fired 10 rounds each at 12-inch plates from 200 yards.) 
1st Place, OCS (Sgt. 1st Class Marc Sheehan, Staff Sgt. Deric Day, Staff Sgt. Jason 
Isaacs, 2nd Lt. Timothy Wobig); 2nd Place, RamRod (Sgt. Abraham Garcia, Sgt. 
Tyson Gould, Sgt. Kole Talkington, Sgt. Dustin Bruckner); 3rd Place, FNG (Staff 
Sgt. Adam Borer, Sgt. Herschel Talley, Sgt. Nathan Rutter, Sgt. Jessie London) 


Match 625 (Gary Anderson Trophy – This award was created in 2007 and 
is awarded to the shooter who has the highest combined aggregate in Match 
221 and 321. Gary Anderson is a former Nebraska National Guard shooter who 
is now the director of the Civilian Marksmanship Program.)


Staff Sgt. Adam Borer, HQ, 209th RTI 
Match 621 (The State Sergeant Major’s Match – The winner of this match 


is the shooter with the highest combined aggregate scores in the Service Rifle 
and Service Pistol disciplines.)


Staff Sgt. Adam Borer, HQ, 209th RTI
Match 650 (The Adjutant General’s Team Trophy – This award is given 


to the top overall team.)  
LRS (Staff Sgt. Steven Brewer, Staff Sgt. Joshua Ames, Sgt. Chris Brammer, 


Sgt. Jonathan Terry)


SHOOTING continued from page 23.


Army Guard sergeant tackles Oregon’s white water 
By Maj. Kevin hynes
Editor


The view was simply 
breathtaking.


Lying in a sleeping bag 
on the cold, hard ground as the 
crisp late summer air nipped at 
her nose and the dull roar of the 
nearby Deschutes River lulled 
her companions to sleep, Pam 
Whisenhunt stared upward into 
the dizzying black sky.


There, unfolding above her, 
the starry, dusty majesty of the 
Milky Way seemed to etch itself 
into the inky fabric of space. The 
38-year-old Nebraska Army Na-
tional Guard sergeant first class 
was flooded with wonderment.


“I’ve never seen so many stars 
before,” said Whisenhunt, supply 
sergeant for the 110th Multi-
functional Medical Battalion. 


Lying there after a full day of 
river activities in central Oregon, 
Whisenhunt said it was hard 
to realize the enormity of what 
she was seeing, let alone doing. 
Barely nine months removed 
from a year-long deployment to 
Iraq, Whisenhunt was now at-
tempting to tackle a new, much 
more personal challenge. 


Since deploying back to Ne-
braska last December, Whisen-
hunt had been working to get her 
unit’s supply functions back into 
shape while also tending to her 
two growing daughters. 


Family activities, work re-
sponsibilities… there just was 
never time enough during the 
daily grind to simply reflect upon 
her experiences in Iraq and life 
in general.


That was until she began a 
five-day white water raft journey 
on Sept. 21, part of veterans out-
reach program called “Outward 
Bound.” Funded by the Military 
Family Outdoor Initiative Proj-
ect and a joint partnership of 
the Sierra Club and the Sierra 
Club Foundation, The Anschutz 
Family Foundation and the 
Disabled Veterans of America, 
the program offers ‘enriching 
wilderness expeditions specifi-
cally designed for war veterans 
at no cost to the participants.’ 


The program includes such 
excursions as white water raft-
ing, dog sledding, kayaking and 
sail boating.


Whisenhunt said she found 
out about Outward Bound while 
in Iraq. 


“It just sounded interesting 
being able to go white water raft-
ing for five days,” said Whisen-
hunt, a self-professed nature 
lover. “I thought it would just 
be a fun thing to be able to do.”


According to Outward Bound 


organizers, the 
goal of the pro-
gram is to give 
recently re-
turned combat 
veterans an 
opportunity to 
build a support 
c o m m u n i t y 
amongst them-
selves while 
f a c i l i t a t ing 
discussions on 
readjustment 
and transition 
challenges in 
a re-energizing 
and reinvigo-
rating outdoor 
setting. 


It is open to 
all Operation 
Iraqi Freedom 
and Endur-
ing Freedom 
veterans who 
were deployed 
overseas in 
support of com-
bat operations. 


Whisenhunt enrolled in the 
program last October while still 
in Iraq, marking down three 
activities she was interested in. 
She found out that she’d been 
selected to participate in the 
white water rafting excursion 
this past January. 


That’s when the nerves hit.
“I was really hesitant,” she 


said. “I wanted to come home 
and be pampered. If I was going 
to go on vacation and spend my 
week somewhere, it wasn’t going 
to be (going to the bathroom) 
in the forest (or going without) 
showers for five days.”


Stewing about it for several 
months, Whisenhunt finally 
decided she had to continue on. 
“I told my husband before I left, 
well either good or bad, it’s going 
to be an experience,” she said.  


After shopping for a few per-
sonal items, Whisenhunt set off 
for Oregon.  


Arriving in Redmond, Ore., 
she and the other travelers were 
taken to a hotel for the night 
before meeting up with their 
instructors the next morning. 
Receiving additional gear, the 
group moved by van up the 
Deschutes River, stopping near 
the town of Madras where the 
group’s base camp was set up.


Whisenhunt said her first 
view of the river was incredible.


“It was pretty awesome,” 
she said, adding that unlike 
her expectation of a lush green 
forest environment, the river 
instead cut through high desert 
mountains and bluffs, often 
leaving brilliantly colored cliffs 


in their wake.
“We were on the other side of 


the mountains, so it was high 
desert… a lot of shrubs and stuff 
like that,” she said. “But it was 
still beautiful with that river 
and those high cliffs.”


She still couldn’t shake her 
nervousness. 


“I was excited, but a little ap-
prehensive,” she admitted. “Be-
ing in the military, you always 
have the feeling that something 
else can go wrong.”


Formed into two four-person 
teams, Whisenhunt soon learned 
more about her traveling com-
panions. There were several 
prior-service Marines, former Air 
Force members, a retired Navy 
woman and an Army Reservist. 
Together, the teams spent the 
majority of the first day simply 
learning how to work together 
and survive on the river.


“We got into the rafts and 
they taught us how to paddle,” 
she said. “We (then) had to flip 
the boat so we would know how 
to get back on.”


After learning some addi-
tional safety and equipment 
techniques, the group set off 
on the journey downstream. 
Whisenhunt said she quickly 
learned the expedition would 
be anything but what she’d 
expected.


“I expected to be on the river 
for five days rowing ten hours 
a day, so I was nervous because 
I really hadn’t been working 
on my arms or lifting weights,” 
she said. “But it wasn’t at all 
like that.”


Whisenhunt said the group 


would paddle 
down the river 
for a few hours 
in the morn-
ing, often work-
ing their way 
through a few 
rapids. 


They would 
then take a 
b r e a k  a n d 
tackle a differ-
ent challenge, 
like climbing a 
steep mountain 
trail, jumping 
from a cliff into 
the river below, 
learning how 
to rappel down 
the sheer rocky 
walls, or swim-
ming into the 
icy current and 
learning how to 
take refuge be-
hind protective 
rocks if they fell 
overboard. 


They also spent time each day 
journaling or contemplating the 
experiences of the day.


Whisenhunt said the in-
structors constantly told the 
participants to “stay within the 
moment.” That’s why things like 
cellphones, the Internet and 
Ipods were expressly forbidden 
on the journey. 


“We left all that stuff behind,” 
she said. “They really concen-
trated on being here, being in the 
moment, taking it all in because 
it was going to go fast.”


Whisenhunt said each after-
noon the teams would paddle 
again for a few hours and then 
take a break for “personal time,” 
allowing each of the participants 
to reflect upon the journey or 
other experiences within their 
lives. Whisenhunt quickly real-
ized how important this was to 
the overall journey.


“It made me realize how dis-
tracted you can be… you just 
have all these outside distract-
ers, all the stimulus around you,’ 
she said. 


“Coming back home, people 
really don’t have the chance to 
brain dump, you know? There’s 
always something going on. 
There’s always family that you’ve 
got to meet. There are always jobs 
that you’ve got to get back into. 
There’s always house bills and 
stuff like that.”


“This is just a great oppor-
tunity you don’t get anywhere 
else that you can just forget all 
of that and actually be able to 
think about your thoughts and 
to understand that process,” 
Whisenhunt added. “It’s very 


rare that you get that chance 
to have the time to process the 
things that you’ve been through, 
where you want to be.”


Whisenhunt said that while 
traveling down the river the 
traveling party learned more 
about how hydrology makes 
the river function, how to map 
routes through boulder-strewn 
rapids and the importance that 
conservation plays in maintain-
ing a healthy river ecosystem. 


They also learned about their 
roles in conservation, about how 
ensuring the environment is left 
as pristine as what they found 
is extremely important.


The groups also talked during 
moments between navigating 
through the rapids, learning 
about each person’s individual 
experiences as well as what 
they’re doing today.


Each member of the team also 
took turns captaining the raft 
through the rapids. 


“I’m thinking, ‘How am I go-
ing to tell those guys which way 
I want to go, back or forward,’” 
she recalled. “That kind of in-
timidated me, but once you got 
the hang of it…”


Running the rapids was 
definitely an adrenaline booster, 
she said. 


“That was kind of the excit-
ing part when you hit those 
rapids,” said Whisenhunt. “You 
get a little bit of an adrenaline 
rush, depending upon what size 
of rapids they were. Sometimes 
it was challenging, especially 
when you were the one who was 
captaining.”


Still, the best time was at 
night, staring into the enormous 
depths of the Milky Way, Whisen-
hunt said. “It was just amazing… 
beautiful,” she said. “We didn’t 
have tents, we just laid down our 
sleeping bags and that’s where 
we slept for the night.”


“It would dip down into the 
40s and you would feel a little 
nip on your nose or a little breeze 
in your sleeping bag,” she added. 
“You have the roar of the rapids 
putting you to sleep… it was 
awesome.”


Before long, the five-day 
journey was over. The discover-
ies made during the expedition, 
however, still remain according 
to Whisenhunt.


“I definitely got more appre-
ciation for nature, the outdoors, 
quiet time… time for yourself,” 
she said. “I mean, it was really 
just an experience of a lifetime 
that a lot of people don’t get.”


 For more information about 
Outward Bound, check out the 
organization’s Website at www.
outwardbound.org.


On the River: Sgt. 1st Class Pam whisenhunt (center) mugs for a 
camera with one of her raft mates while paddling down the deschutes 
river in central Oregon in September. an Operation iraqi freedom 
veteran, whisenhunt recently participated in “Outward bound,” a pro-
gram that gives combat veterans a chance to experience the outdoors. 


Photo Courtesy of Sgt. 1st Class Pam Whisenhunt








African American History 
Month: Setting the bar sky 
high  


Story and photo by Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral 


 
Air Force Lt. Col. Julian “Juice” Clay is the 140th Wing Air 
Sovereignty Alert officer in command, responsible for air 
defense for the Rocky Mountain region. He also commands the 
fighter pilots of B Flight and is responsible for scheduling and 
tracking all ground training for 120th Fighter Squadron pilots. 
 
“My experience in the Colorado Air National Guard has been 
nothing short of spectacular,” said Clay, who has spent well 
over half his life as a Guardsman. “I utilized the GI Bill to 
complete my degree, and contacts that I made here assisted 
me with getting jobs at Martin Marietta and United Airlines. I 
attribute a great deal of my success in life to the solid 
foundation that the Air National Guard has provided me, both 
financially and with the mentors and friends I have networked 
with along the way.” 
 
The Clay family hails from a small town in Mississippi and 
according to the fighter pilot, it was a very segregated 
community. “My father joining the military as a young man and 
leaving that environment was the beginning of a chance for a 
better life,” he said.  
 
His father, Jimmie, retired after 20 years in the Air Force, 
where he worked as a propeller mechanic on C-130s in 
Vietnam, then later cross-trained into the medical field. His 
mother, Josephine, worked as an accountant at the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service until she retired from civil 
service. Both earned their college degrees while working and 
going to school part time. Their son would follow that trend. 
 
While a student at Gateway High School in Aurora, Colo. Clay 
worked part-time in the dining facility at the former Lowry Air 
Force Base. Although he had taken the ACT, he had not 
applied to any colleges. 
 
“My father asked me what I planned to do upon high school


Lt. Col. Julian “Juice” Clay inspects his F-16 Fighting Falcon prior to
taking off for a mission in the skies over Iraq Dec. 21, 2007. 
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My father asked me what I planned to do upon high school 
graduation and I gave him the deer in the headlights look,” 
said Clay. “Buckley [Air Force Base] was basically in my 
backyard and I routinely saw the A-7s [fighter jets] flying and it 
gained my curiosity. One day I was discussing it with my father 
and he told me he had a friend who was a recruiter at Buckley. 
… The next day we went to see him and the rest is history.” 
 
Clay began his 26-year Colorado Air National Guard career as 
an enlisted Airman, celebrating his eighteenth birthday during 
Basic Military Training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. As a 
traditional Guardsman, he worked as a flight simulator 
technician and in avionics, all the while working as a civilian at 
Martin Marietta and attending college at night. In 1989, Clay 
earned his B.S. in Electronics from Chapman University, and in 
1990, he was selected to become a pilot for the 120th Fighter 
Squadron.  
 
He volunteered to work as an active duty Guardsman assigned 
to air defense in 2002.  
 
“I have not experienced any blatant racism or prejudice while 
here in the Guard. The people that I have met here 
encouraged me to follow my dreams and helped pave the way 
to my success,” said Clay. “[But] being the only African 
American pilot in the COANG comes with added self-imposed 
responsibility. As a young man and not having officer [pilot] 
role models that were of similar race and background, I 
wondered if I even had a chance to achieve my goals. After 
being encouraged by the Guardsmen that I have met and 
worked with along the way I soon found out that it wasn’t true. 
It is my responsibility to pay it forward.”  
 
In addition to the professional experience he’s gained through 
the years, he also has bragging rights aplenty, such as 
completing three combat tours with the 120th Fighter Squadron 
and completing several other deployments to Panama, 
Southwest Asia, Europe, Australia and Korea to name a few.  
 
“I have great admiration for my mother and father who gave 
me the encouragement, discipline and support I needed to 
make it this far,” said Clay. “Black History month is a reminder 
of the sacrifices that African Americans before me have made 
to give me such great opportunities. MLK, the Tuskegee 
Airmen and many others have paved the way with their blood, 
sweat and tears.” 
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Iraq mission transforms average athlete into All American

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Staff Photojournalist

Alone, running along a dried river bed, a Soldier’s feet land softly in the dusty sand. Focused on preparing for the Army physical fitness test, he doesn’t notice a rapidly approaching sandstorm until it’s too late.
Finding himself engulfed in the reddish blanket of swirling sand, the Soldier covers his mouth and nose as best he can, and crouches by what small brush the Iraqi desert provides. He prays he’s not sharing his makeshift shelter with other desert inhabitants, particularly scorpions.
As quickly as the sandstorm strikes, it is over. As the Soldier returns to camp he can’t help but think how different this workout is than those he goes through as a member of the track and field team at the Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, Neb.
“I think I swallowed enough sand that I figured I’d never be a very good athlete,” said Staff Sgt. Derek Carson, an intelligence analyst with the 67th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade in Lincoln.
Carson spent time away from a promising academic and track career at Wesleyan when he was deployed to Al Asad Air Base with the 67th Area Support Group in 2005-06, but returned from Iraq a more focused student and determined athlete.
Carson enlisted in Nebraska Army National Guard prior to his freshman year at Wesleyan, but didn’t attend basic military training and advanced individual training until he had finished his first year, allowing him to participate in a full track season. He then deployed to Iraq before he was able to compete in another season of track. 
Prior to his Army training and deployment to Iraq, Carson was a relatively average athlete, said Ted Bulling, director of track and field and cross country, and Carson’s coach at Wesleyan. When Carson returned to the track, Bulling said he saw a different competitor.
“Since he got back from his last tour he became very, very focused on his goals,” said Bulling. “I’m sure before he was deployed he still had the goal of being a great athlete and doing well in school, but it seemed like when he got back he knew how to go about accomplishing it.”
Carson, who just finished his senior year, echoed Bulling.
“I think that once I got back from Iraq was kind of a turning point,” said Carson. “I think I was just a lot more ready. Ready to go, ready to embrace it more whole heartedly than I did before.”
Carson used his new-found confidence, focus and determination when he qualified for and competed in the 2009 NCAA Outdoor Division III Track and Field Championship at Marietta College in Marietta, Ohio.
Carson’s 400-meter relay team placed second and his 1600-meter team placed third.  Carson also placed eighth in the 400-meter individual race.
A 2008 Academic All-American and 2009 hopeful, Carson has been running since he was a child. He’s been running competitively since the sixth grade.  
The wiry Carson said he has always enjoyed the competition, atmosphere and camaraderie of a track meet.
“It’s been a sport I’ve always felt really relaxed while doing,” said Carson. “I’m pretty competitive as it is and I really like the opportunity to compete and maybe get to know the people that you’re running against.”
Although Carson’s Army training and deployment to Iraq was nothing like the collegiate track scene, Carson gives a lot of credit to the Guard for keeping him fit and actually increasing his strength.
“I was able to stay in pretty good shape,” said Carson. “The military brought me to a higher physical level than I’d ever been at before and I was just able to continually build on that.”
Not only did Carson gain raw physical strength, he gained a mental edge that few of his competitors enjoyed.
“Basic training breaks you down mentally and physically so you can build yourself back up,” said Carson. “I kind of used that same mind frame when I got back.” 
“I knew my body wasn’t ready to really be at the level I wanted it, but mentally I was prepared. I knew it was going to be painful, I knew it was going to be a lot of work, a lot of time and a lot of effort, but it wasn’t that big of a deal after some of the stuff the military puts you through just to make you into a Soldier,” he said.
In addition to Carson’s individual athletic improvement on the track, his attitude, leadership and hard work have proven beneficial to the entire team, said Bulling.
“He was a leader by example, and without question our hardest worker,” said Bulling. 
“It just kind of brought everyone’s level up,” said Bulling.
Although Carson has found success on the track and in the military, his true focus has always been on academics. Carson graduated from Wesleyan this spring with a 3.904 GPA in History. He again credits his military training for much of his success in the classroom.
“I think it’s helped me focus more,” said Carson. “It’s given me a better sense of what needs to be done and how I should go about getting it done.”
Carson said the intelligence training he received from the Army has given him a focus on what he may want to do for a career. “When I went through AIT I definitely realized this is something that I really do enjoy,” said Carson. “It’s challenging, it’s interesting and everyday is going to be different.”
Carson is now attending a 10-week internship at the Bureau for Intelligence and Research in Washington, D.C., where he plans to continue developing his skill in the intelligence field, possibly parlaying it into a future career.
Carson downplays his accomplishments. “I don’t see the things I’ve done as being really extraordinary,” said Carson. “I think it’s just been from a lot of hard work and perseverance.”
Once a good student and average athlete, an enlistment in the Nebraska National Guard and deployment to Iraq, helped turned the student-athlete into a Soldier, a great student and an All-American athlete.  
Carson took advantage of the mental and physical training the Army provided, and ran with it – literally.



African American History Month: Setting the bar sky high

By Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral

Air Force Lt. Col. Julian “Juice” Clay is the 140th Wing Air Sovereignty Alert officer in command, responsible for air defense for the Rocky Mountain region. He also commands the fighter pilots of B Flight and is responsible for scheduling and tracking all ground training for 120th Fighter Squadron pilots.

“My experience in the Colorado Air National Guard has been nothing short of spectacular,” said Clay, who has spent well over half his life as a Guardsman. “I utilized the GI Bill to complete my degree, and contacts that I made here assisted me with getting jobs at Martin Marietta and United Airlines. I attribute a great deal of my success in life to the solid foundation that the Air National Guard has provided me, both financially and with the mentors and friends I have networked with along the way.”

The Clay family hails from a small town in Mississippi and according to the fighter pilot, it was a very segregated community. “My father joining the military as a young man and leaving that environment was the beginning of a chance for a better life,” he said. 

His father, Jimmie, retired after 20 years in the Air Force, where he worked as a propeller mechanic on C-130s in Vietnam, then later cross-trained into the medical field. His mother, Josephine, worked as an accountant at the Defense Finance and Accounting Service until she retired from civil service. Both earned their college degrees while working and going to school part time. Their son would follow that trend.

While a student at Gateway High School in Aurora, Colo. Clay worked part-time in the dining facility at the former Lowry Air Force Base. Although he had taken the ACT, he had not applied to any colleges.

“My father asked me what I planned to do upon high school graduation and I gave him the deer in the headlights look,” said Clay. “Buckley [Air Force Base] was basically in my backyard and I routinely saw the A-7s [fighter jets] flying and it gained my curiosity. One day I was discussing it with my father and he told me he had a friend who was a recruiter at Buckley. … The next day we went to see him and the rest is history.”

Clay began his 26-year Colorado Air National Guard career as an enlisted Airman, celebrating his eighteenth birthday during Basic Military Training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. As a traditional Guardsman, he worked as a flight simulator technician and in avionics, all the while working as a civilian at Martin Marietta and attending college at night. In 1989, Clay earned his B.S. in Electronics from Chapman University, and in 1990, he was selected to become a pilot for the 120th Fighter Squadron. 

He volunteered to work as an active duty Guardsman assigned to air defense in 2002. 

“I have not experienced any blatant racism or prejudice while here in the Guard. The people that I have met here encouraged me to follow my dreams and helped pave the way to my success,” said Clay. “[But] being the only African American pilot in the COANG comes with added self-imposed responsibility. As a young man and not having officer [pilot] role models that were of similar race and background, I wondered if I even had a chance to achieve my goals. After being encouraged by the Guardsmen that I have met and worked with along the way I soon found out that it wasn’t true. It is my responsibility to pay it forward.” 

In addition to the professional experience he’s gained through the years, he also has bragging rights aplenty, such as completing three combat tours with the 120th Fighter Squadron and completing several other deployments to Panama, Southwest Asia, Europe, Australia and Korea to name a few. 

“I have great admiration for my mother and father who gave me the encouragement, discipline and support I needed to make it this far,” said Clay. “Black History month is a reminder of the sacrifices that African Americans before me have made to give me such great opportunities. MLK, the Tuskegee Airmen and many others have paved the way with their blood, sweat and tears.”
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Freedom Train
By Col. Paul Gruver
Albert Priidik couldn’t understand why the conductor kept telling him in hushed, urgent tones, to get off the train to Bavaria. He’d known the man for years, just as he did
the dozens of families and friends already on board in Parnu, Estonia. Strangely, his friends looked worried.
The news over the next few months in early 1942 stunned him. His countrymen on the train that day had been rounded up by the Schutzstaffel (SS), told to pack a suitcase or two, and were sent to die in the Nazi’s first regular concentration camp at Dachau.
Before the Germans took Estonia from the Russians the previous year, the Soviets had already murdered or deported his tiny country’s politicians, military and church leaders, student organizers, business owners, policemen, professors and doctors. Now the Nazis were taking the Jews and others on their infamous lists. There would be many more trains, and nearly two hundred thousand of his tiny country’s citizens would ultimately die. Al’s conductor friend saved his life.
He didn’t remain untouched however. The Luftwaffe conscripted him into service as an aircraft mechanic. The Estonian Resistance urged him to sabotage or slow roll his repairs, but the Nazis regularly executed Estonian men who didn’t work at peak efficiency. Caught firmly between a Nazi rock and a Resistance hard place, Al and a buddy deserted their posts, but were quickly caught by a German patrol.
Fortunately, the Luftwaffe needed his skills more than the SS needed to make a point, so they returned him to duty. His buddy died with a bullet to the head. As the Nazi war machine sputtered two years later, the Russians returned with a vengeance. They burned entire cities to the ground, confiscated the bulk of privately held land, conscripted, deported and murdered tens of thousands more Estonians, installed a communist government and occupied the tiny country for another half century.
Al had seen enough of Soviet brutality during the first occupation. This time, along with 70,000 of his countrymen, he fled ahead of the Russian advance toward the relative safety of the American lines in Germany. As he left the capital city of Tallinn on a stolen bicycle, a packed passenger ship burned in the harbor, the victim of Soviet attack designed to keep fleeing Estonians hostage.
He didn’t know it, but his future wife barely missed getting passage on the doomed ship, and sat numb on shore as she watched hundreds of her neighbors burn and drown.
Al and Kalli ultimately met in a post war Dislocated Persons camp in the American zone of conquered Germany, which ironically included the city of Dachau. He volunteered to join the U.S. Air Force, and moved to the United States where he married Kalli and spent a career serving his new country. Eleven years later, my lovely wife was born.
Al is gone now, as is most of his generation, but Kalli and thousands like her ask us to remember the lesson of that brutal time; freedom is expensive, but the price of losing it is far higher. When I cross the railroad tracks near our building each day, I am reminded of the work you do each day to keep our country safe and free. Al would be proud.


A Fallen Soldier 
June 4, 2009 by Tech. Sgt. Brian E. Christiansen 

If you’ve never been to Ararat, Virginia, I’d say go, but you might get lost on the way. It’s more of an accidental drive-thru town during a country road-road trip, than an actual destination. Tucked away a little north of Mt Airy, (also known as Mayberry) North Carolina, and just inside Virginia, there’s a little rural area called Ararat.

You know you are in the far country when you see most homes and farms that sit on 50 acres a piece, most of which have goats instead of lawn mowers, no one has a paved driveway, the major landscaping is either cabbage, tomatoes or corn, and most properties have their own little private family cemetery.

  I was amazed to see all the above during my road trip there, which was for a Soldier and Ararat was his final destination.

 Inside the elementary school where the Soldier attended years ago, the memorial service took place on the basketball court of an old gymnasium. The service was completely full; friends, family, and military began to get warm and sticky from the humidity. There was no hum of an air conditioner, it was broken. Silence spread throughout the service, only to be disrupted by the minister giving his sermon, and the occasional sound of the service bulletin being folded into little personal fans.

 The funeral was really nice. It’s sort of hard to find a word to describe a funeral, good or bad. You know the outcome either way. They are sad in nature; however some have elements when combined, gives the audience something back. Choice words of hope and encouragement, and stories, sometimes funny or downright embarrassing about the person you didn’t know, and of course, closure. All of these are important.

  This was one of those services where the service gave back, in more ways than one. “He was a Hero” and “He served his country proudly,” were just a couple of statements shared with us. However, hearing about him wearing silly looking baseball socks during the church softball games is what everyone will remember.

  
My job was to photograph the service and later on, the burial. If you’re asking, don’t. I have never understood why anyone would want photographs of a funeral. However, almost every family we’ve helped thru times like this has asked us to, including this family. So we do it, as tastefully as possible, without flashes, and without unnecessary close-ups.

  
I moved up front to get some shots of the family as they received the Soldier's final decorations and awards from the general officer presenting them. It seemed a little awkward at one time, a girl, in her younger twenties, was given several decorations, too many in fact, that they were piling up in her hands, all while she was holding her two-year old daughter. She balanced both with grace and dignity, but finally had to pass her daughter to the woman sitting next to her, only so she would not have to put any of the medals down. She was holding them as close to her heart as possible, as if she was still holding her brother.

  
Sitting next to the woman, someone else caught my eye. For several moments, I could not take a picture because what I was looking at tugged at my heart so much, I couldn’t take it. There was this little boy, maybe nine-years-old, sitting there in the aluminum chair, butt and feet on the seat. He wore a little dark suit and tie. His arms were around his shins, and knees close to his face. His tears were consistent running down his cheeks, just like the sweat running down most people’s faces. He didn’t care about the heat or that he was in a elementary school gymnasium. There were times during the award ceremony that he would lose self-control and emotion would take over his face. You could tell he was very independent. Not leaning on anyone for support, nor waiting for anyone to wipe his eyes, he sat there alone even though surrounded by family, taking it all in, and experiencing what most nine- year- olds would never go thru. He had lost his big brother.

  
What seemed like hours, because the heat and standing up most of the service, drops of sweat were beading down my face at a marathon pace, and my service dress uniform felt like a parka in the summer; it was over. Not a sound could be heard except the connection of high heel shoes with the hardwood floor, as the family began to walk out.

  
After we took pictures of the pall bearers and Honor Guard loading the Soldier onto the hearse, we put our cameras down and moved to our vehicle, as the family did the same. We made our way to the burial site, which was about a half- mile down the country road, at a T-intersection, sitting right up next to someone’s house.

  
A plot of land no bigger than most backyards, sitting at the cross section of two roads, a private family cemetery was the final destination for this Soldier. The sound of pure silence and the cloudless sky were a perfect back drop for a funeral. We had arrived before the motorcade. You could hear them coming.

  
 The silence disappeared as a gentle rumbling took over. The funeral procession was coming down the road, escorted by brothers in arms-the Patriot Guard. Probably none of these Harley Davidson-riding veterans even knew this Soldier, they all felt it was their duty to help bring him home. I lost count around 78 motorcycles, most all with American Flags flapping in the wind. They all parked their bikes and created a long line across the street facing us, all holding the Red White and Blue.

  
 The family made it over to the covered grave, to sit and listen to the minister’s last words, just a few minutes before being surrounded by hundreds of people. There were still cars parking from the motorcade that was so long; it probably ended in the next county. Everyone jumped a little when the 21 gun salute caught us off guard. Just to ensure that there wasn’t a dry eye for a mile, Taps was played perfectly by a single Soldier in his perfectly clean uniform, standing in grassy mud from wicked rains days before.

  
 The service came to a close after the same general passed out several folded American Flags to a few family members, speaking softly to and giving them words of encouragement. Each family member took their flag, and held it tightly while listening to the words from the general, as best as they could. It was over. It was time for closure.

  
As the family departed, a line formed that looked several hundred people long, made up of extended family, friends and military. Many of them touched the casket, even hugging it while they said their goodbyes. Some left flowers, coins, and other tokens of their love and friendship on it.  Most were wearing suits and dresses, many in uniform, and some in jeans, lined up, and made their way to say goodbye to a son, a brother, a friend, and a Soldier named 1st Lt. Levi Barnard.





Diversity means harnessing National Guard’s inherent strengths to meet future’s challenges


By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

When you’re blind-folded, you really don’t care who is in front of you leading or behind you following… all you care about is that they don’t run you into a wall. 
That’s probably the biggest lesson I learned last month when I had an opportunity to attend a two-day “Diversity Champions” workshop in Bellevue, Neb.
If anything, it was an eye-opening experience.
We’ve all been told that the world is rapidly changing. And with it, the challenges we as an organization are facing are also changing. Needless to say, those changes are quickly coming at us in many different forms. Probably the biggest change, however, is coming in the form of the very work force that we depend upon daily to accomplish our missions and prepare for the future. 
Today, more people of Latino, Asian and African-American descent are joining the work force in Nebraska. There, they are being joined by a growing proportion of women who are rapidly taking on senior management roles.
At the same time, more and more people are seeing their careers stretch out years longer than they had in the past, bringing this aging population of workers into direct contact with more young co-workers, who are bringing with them new ideas, new skills and new attitudes.
Like Nebraska – and America for that matter – the Nebraska National Guard is also changing. Simply look at a formation of Nebraska Soldiers or Airmen. Those formations are different than the ones we saw just barely a decade ago.
And, in a nutshell, that’s a good thing.
It’s now up to us to make it a great thing.
When I first started my career in the military nearly 23 years ago, one of the things I vividly remember was our annual diversity briefing. “Treat other people – especially those that look different than you – the same as you would want to be treated.” That typically seemed to be the message that was relayed to us.
But still, there was always this undercurrent about what they were really trying to tell us. Unfortunately all-too-often, open discussions about diversity seemed to degenerate into tense conversations about race relations, women in the workplace, stereotypes and many other topics.
At the same time, it seemed to me like there was always somebody, somewhere who was simply concerned about the ratios. As long as the ratios looked right, we could call ourselves a diverse organization.
The strange thing is, though, those briefings never seemed to go far enough. Granted, they were making us aware that the military was changing and that we were going to come in contact with people who didn’t look, talk or work like us, but they really didn’t give us the tools we needed to truly take advantage of these changing facts.
Over the past couple decades, though, that has changed. Today, there are many different courses, seminars and workshops designed to give members of the military the tools they need to effectively harness the skills, ideas and capabilities of this diverse work force.
One of the popular sayings going around today is that ‘Diversity isn’t about counting heads, it’s about making heads count.’ While that may sound a little jingoistic, there really is a sense of truth buried in there.
Today’s leaders in the Nebraska National Guard are now faced with a interesting challenge. With the continuing commitments around the globe, we are now a much more globalistic organization than we’ve ever been. 
However, to fully meet the challenges that this new reality presents, we must make sure that we are fully utilitizing each and every member of our ranks to their fullest ability. 
That means giving each member of this organization the opportunity to learn and grow, to contribute and achieve, and to express his or her ideas to help us better understand the changing world we now find ourselves in.
As a part of the March workshop, which is part of an Air National Guard-wide initiative, the participants were blindfolded and then led through a series of obstacles by an unseen leader. 
As one of those people blindfolded, I really didn’t care who was leading me. All I cared about was that they were competent enough to keep me from getting hurt. 
Today – especially today – we have to depend upon every single member of our organization to get the job done the right time the first time. It’s not just a nice thing to do, it’s really the only thing to do.
If we don’t, we are simply putting ourselves and our organization at a risk that is simply too high to contemplate.



Major Kevin J. Hynes

Editor, Prairie Soldier Newspaper



Major Kevin J. Hynes is the editor of the Prairie Soldier newspaper and the deputy state public affairs officer for the Nebraska National Guard. He was born on Oct. 26, 1967, in Yankton, S.D, and graduated from Crofton Community High School in 1986.



Hynes enlisted in the U.S. Army in May 1986, attended basic training at Fort Dix, N.J., and graduated from the Defense Information School's Basic Journalist Course in November 1986. He was assigned as the photojournalist for the 1st Aviation Brigade (Air Assault) and staff writer for the Army Flyer at Fort Rucker, Ala., where he served until his discharge in May 1990. 



Hynes joined the Nebraska Army National Guard in May 1990, serving first as a postal clerk in the 267th Adjutant General Company (Postal) before joining the 111th Public Affairs Detachment as a print journalist in September 1990. During the time he was with the unit he covered stories on the training and mobilization of Nebraska Army and Air Guard personnel across the nation and around the world. He was also selected as the photojournalist for the 134th Honor Platoon which traveled to Normandy, France, in June 1994 for the 50th Anniversary of the D-Day invasion. 



Hynes was promoted to associate editor for the Prairie Soldier newspaper and 111th P.A.D. Print Section NCOIC in December 1991 before becoming the acting editor of the newspaper in November 1992. He was named the full-time editor in September 1993. 


Hynes transferred to the 155th Air Refueling Wing, Nebraska Air National Guard, in August 1998 and received his commission as a second lieutenant in April 1999 from the Academy of Military Science at McGhee-Tyson Air National Guard Base, Tenn. He served as the 155th ARW public affairs officer until 2004 when he transferred to his current deputy state public affairs officer position in the Nebraska National Guard’s Joint Force Headquarters. He served as the acting state public affairs officer from July 2006 until December 2007 and then returned to his current position as the deputy state public affairs officer. 


Since joining Air National Guard, Major Hynes has covered a wide array of Nebraska Army and Air National Guard stories that have taken him to bases and forts across the United States and overseas including assignments in Honduras (three times), France (four times), Germany (three times), England (twice) Spain, Denmark, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Hawaii (twice), Alaska, Guam, Kyrgyzstan and the Czech Republic.



Major Hynes attended Enterprise Junior College, 1987-1989, while on active duty and then received his bachelor's degree in News Editorial from the Journalism College of the University of Nebraska in May 1994. Captain Hynes is also a graduate of the Reserve Component Primary Leadership Development Course, the Defense Information School Public Affairs Course (Reserve Component) and the Squadron Officers Course (Distance Learning). 



Hynes was named the Army National Guard Print Journalist of the Year for 1991, 1992, 1993 and 1995. In 1995, he was named the U.S. Army Paul D. Savanuck Journalist of the Year. In 2000, 2005 and 2007 he was the runner-up Air National Guard Print Journalist of the Year. In 200, 2006 and 2008 he was named the Air National Guard Print Journalist of the Year. He was also named the Air National Guard Photographer of the Year in 2008.


Hynes has also received accolades as the editor of the Prairie Soldier, which was named the National Guard Newspaper of the Year ten times (1993, 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007), U.S. Army Newspaper of the Year four times (1995, 1998, 2004, 2006), runner-up U.S. Army Newspaper of the Year three times (1993, 1999, 2005), and runner-up Department of Defense Newspaper of the Year twice (1995 and 1998.) He has also received more than 90 individual awards for writing and photography in National Guard, Department of the Army, Department of Air Force and Department of Defense-level contests.



Major Hynes and his wife, Lisa, live in Murdock, Neb., with their sons, Patrick, Thomas and Michael.



Courtesy of 141st ARW Historian Office 

When the 116th Observation Squadron 
received federal recognition on August 6, 1924, 
Major John T. Fancher became the unit’s first 
commander. He was the son of a wheat farmer 
from Espanola, Washington, who volunteered 
for the newly formed aviation corps during the 
World War I. He eventually commanded an air 
combat unit until the end of the war. 

During the first few years of the unit, Maj. 
Fancher led the founding members consisting 
of 14 officers and 50 enlisted men through 
difficult times. Many members, including the 
Commander himself, contributed their time 
and energy assembling the steel and tin for 
the WWI retread hangars at Felts Field. When 
the planes first arrived money had not been 
allocated to the unit. Maj. Fancher used his 
personal credit to purchase the first 15 gallons 
of fuel for the JN-6-A2 “Jennies”. 

Spokane had secured the National Air 
Races in May 1927. Maj. Fancher was the driving 
force behind organizing and running the air 
derby. He enlisted local leaders as newspaper 
owner William H. Cowles, lumberman Milton 
McGoldrick, investment tycoon Harlan I. 
Peyton, hotel owners Victor Dessert and Louis 

M. Davenport and a host of others to contribute 
their time, financial support, influence, and 
organizational skills to its success. 
Maj. Fancher flew to New York and back 
in his O-2C bi-plane to drum up publicity and 
make arrangements along the routes of the 
races. 

He took the long route home to stop 
by South Dakota and the summer home of 
President Calvin Coolidge. After performing 
some aerobatic maneuvers over the household, 
Fancher threw a weighted banner to the ground 
that read “Greetings to the President.” He 
landed to invite the President to Spokane for 
the Air Races. President Coolidge had to decline 
the invitation, but was impressed enough 
to pause for a picture with Maj. Fancher. The 
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Major Fancher 

banner is on display in the lobby of 141st Air 
Refueling Wing Building. 

When Charles A. Lindbergh made his 
epic trans-Atlantic flight on May 21, 1927, 
aviation drew national and international attention. 
Major Fancher had been on hand to greet 
Lindbergh upon his return to New York from 
France and invited him to be Spokane’s guest 
at the air derby. Lindbergh had to cancel, but 
he included Spokane on a tour and added to the 
anticipation of the air derby to begin nine days 
later. 

In April of 1928, Maj. Fancher and the 
116th were asked to perform at Wenatchee’s 
ninth Annual Apple Blossom Festival and 
the grand opening of their new airport. Maj. 
Fancher dropped bright delayed ignition fuse 
bombs over the heads of the crowd from his 
airplane. He then joined Capt. Neely and Lt. 
Haynes in close three-ship twists, turns and 
loops, all in the dead of night. After the show, 
Maj. Fancher was concerned about three of the 
crude matchstick-type fuse bombs that hadn’t 

ignited which were still in his 

plane. 

Fearing the malfunctioning 
munitions would hurt someone, 
Fancher took the bombs 
to an empty field nearby to 
destroy them. The third one 
exploded after the fuse was lit 
in his hands fatally injuring 
him. 

With time growing short, 
Maj. Fancher gave his last in


structions to his Executive Officer, Capt. Neely, 
“I don’t want the false idea to get out that this 
accident was of an aeronautical nature. I want 
flying to go forward as rapidly and safely as 
possible. I don’t want the slightest shadow 
of responsibility to be placed on aviation as a 
result of this accident.” 

Maj. John T. Fancher, the first 116th OS 
Commander, WWI veteran and airpower 
pioneer passed away at the Wenatchee hospital 
with his wife at his side. Condolences poured 
in from political leaders and famous aviators 
from all across the United States; including 
Eddie Rickenbacker, WWI Top Ace. 

Thousands attended his funeral at the 
Masonic Temple with hundreds of others lining 
the streets. At his burial, the 116th Observation 
Squadron flew over Riverside Cemetery in 
formation and dropped flowers on the service. 
In honor of his achievements, the road leading 
up to Felts Field was renamed Fancher Road. 

For a while, the airfield at Wenatchee bore 
the name Fancher Field until 1931. On top of 
Beacon Hill lays a forgotten light beacon tower 
with a plaque that commemorated the event. 

����� Fancher presents to President Calvin Coolidge an 
invitation to visit Spokane and the banner he dropped from 
his plane while flying over the President’s ranch before 
landing there uninvited/file photo 


�
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Nicholas Mamer and 

the early days of the 141st 


Courtesy of 141st ARW Historian Office 

The history of the 141st refueling mission 
can trace its earliest successes back to the 
116th Observation Squadron and a World War I 
veteran, stunt pilot, and flight instructor named 
Lt. Nicholas “Nick” Mamer. 

In 1925 Mamer was hired by Major John 
“Jack” Fancher, first commander of the 
Washington Air National Guard, to train the 
“weekend” pilots. 

Many know Mamer for his 1929 world record 
non-stop 7,200 mile transcontinental flight 
in the Spokane Sun God . 

Mamer and his young associate, Art Walker, 
flew from Spokane to San Francisco, then New 
York and back to Spokane. Refueling support 
arrangements had to be made in advance by 
telegrams and letters. When unexpected issues 
arose communication was limited to hand written 
notes dropped from the aircraft or attached 
to hose lines during air refueling operations. 

They faced several challenges during their 
endurance flight which included a broken gas 
line, ripped refueling hose, violent storms, and 
thick smoke from forest fires. 

As they made their way back to Spokane, 
smoke from Montana forest fires nearly blinded 
Mamer and Walker on the way to Miles City— 
which was not a scheduled refueling site. When 
they arrived at Miles City they were low on 
fuel. Preparing for the worst, they attached 
a weighted note requesting airfield lighting 
in order to land. Remaining hopeful, he also 
asked if anyone could figure out a way to refuel 
them in flight. 

Volunteers on the ground quickly formed 
into groups. One group went to a creamery and 
borrowed five-gallon milk cans, another made 
detachable rope slings while wives and helpers 
prepared food. 

Then at daybreak local pilots, Frank Wiley 
and Tommy Matthews flew up to meet the Sun-
God. With Matthews secured in the cockpit 
with a telephone lineman’s belt, he began to 
lower the milk cans to Walker one at a time. 
After a few exchanges, Mamer then flew low 
over the Yellowstone River and Walker tossed 
his empties into it, where a boy in a rowboat 
waited at the bridge in Miles City to fetch the 
cans as they floated by and return them to the 
refueling crew. All totaled, Wiley and Mat-
thews brought up 120 gallons of fuel in this 
impromptu, but curiously efficient effort. 

Mamer had also asked those on the ground 
to tell the Missoula refueling ship to fly to 

Belgrade and await their arrival. After refueling 
they headed out across northern Idaho and 
arrived at Spokane at 2:00 in the afternoon 
August 20, where some 10,000 spectators had 
turned out to welcome back their adventurers. 

With eleven refuelings under its belt and 
countless obstacles to overcome, the flight 
of the Spokane Sun God landed in Spokane 
setting records for nonstop mileage (7,200), the 
first transcontinental refueling flight, night refueling, 
and refueling above 8,000 feet. Mamer 
and Walker provided the first demonstration of 
inflight refueling as a means of range extension—
as distinct from endurance—since the 
Army Air Service’s border-to-border flight 

in 1923. 

Although the flight was commercially sponsored, 
it set the groundwork for current military 
refueling operations. 

Returning to Spokane a hero, Mamer spent 
his remaining years operating Mamer Flying 
Services and Mamer Air Transport firms while 
also flying for Northwest Airlines. It was in his 
position as a pilot for Northwest Airlines that 
Mamer would make his final flight. 

On January 10, 1938 the tail structure of his 
Northwest Airlines plane failed on his flight 
from Seattle to Minneapolis. Mamer and his 
crew did not survive the crash. 

A year later the Mamer Memorial Clock was 
dedicated at Felts Field to the memory and accomplishments 
of Mamer as a squadron leader. 
Aircraft from the 116th flew overhead during 
the dedication. Maj. Hillford Wallace, commander 
of the 116th Observation Squadron of 
the Washington Air National Guard stated “His 
splendid record as a flyer will always remain 
before us…. Lt. Mamer, we of the military 
salute you.” 

Mamer’s Spokane Sun God. (Washington Air National 
Guard photo provided by the 141st ARW Historian Office) 

Art Walker (left) Nick Mamer, pilots of the record breaking 
Spokane Sun God. (Washington Air National Guard photo 
provided by the 141st ARW Historian Office) 
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The view was simply breathtaking.
Lying in a sleeping bag on the cold, hard ground as the crisp late summer air nipped at her nose and the dull roar of the nearby Deschutes River lulled her companions to sleep, Pam Whisenhunt stared upward into the dizzying black sky.
There, unfolding above her, the starry, dusty majesty of the Milky Way seemed to etch itself into the inky fabric of space. The 38-year-old Nebraska Army National Guard sergeant first class was flooded with wonderment.
“I’ve never seen so many stars before,” said Whisenhunt, supply sergeant for the 110th Multifunctional Medical Battalion. 
Lying there after a full day of river activities in central Oregon, Whisenhunt said it was hard to realize the enormity of what she was seeing, let alone doing. Barely nine months removed from a year-long deployment to Iraq, Whisenhunt was now attempting to tackle a new, much more personal challenge. 
Since deploying back to Nebraska last December, Whisenhunt had been working to get her unit’s supply functions back into shape while also tending to her two growing daughters. 
Family activities, work responsibilities… there just was never time enough during the daily grind to simply reflect upon her experiences in Iraq and life in general.
That was until she began a five-day white water raft journey on Sept. 21, part of veterans outreach program called “Outward Bound.” Funded by the Military Family Outdoor Initiative Project and a joint partnership of the Sierra Club and the Sierra Club Foundation, The Anschutz Family Foundation and the Disabled Veterans of America, the program offers ‘enriching wilderness expeditions specifically designed for war veterans at no cost to the participants.’ 
The program includes such excursions as white water rafting, dog sledding, kayaking and sail boating.
Whisenhunt said she found out about Outward Bound while in Iraq. 
“It just sounded interesting being able to go white water rafting for five days,” said Whisenhunt, a self-professed nature lover. “I thought it would just be a fun thing to be able to do.”
According to Outward Bound organizers, the goal of the program is to give recently returned combat veterans an opportunity to build a support community amongst themselves while facilitating discussions on readjustment and transition challenges in a re-energizing and reinvigorating outdoor setting. 
It is open to all Operation Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom veterans who were deployed overseas in support of combat operations. 
Whisenhunt enrolled in the program last October while still in Iraq, marking down three activities she was interested in. She found out that she’d been selected to participate in the white water rafting excursion this past January. 
That’s when the nerves hit.
“I was really hesitant,” she said. “I wanted to come home and be pampered. If I was going to go on vacation and spend my week somewhere, it wasn’t going to be (going to the bathroom) in the forest (or going without) showers for five days.”
Stewing about it for several months, Whisenhunt finally decided she had to continue on. “I told my husband before I left, well either good or bad, it’s going to be an experience,” she said.  
After shopping for a few personal items, Whisenhunt set off for Oregon.  
Arriving in Redmond, Ore., she and the other travelers were taken to a hotel for the night before meeting up with their instructors the next morning. Receiving additional gear, the group moved by van up the Deschutes River, stopping near the town of Madras where the group’s base camp was set up.
Whisenhunt said her first view of the river was incredible.
“It was pretty awesome,” she said, adding that unlike her expectation of a lush green forest environment, the river instead cut through high desert mountains and bluffs, often leaving brilliantly colored cliffs in their wake.
“We were on the other side of the mountains, so it was high desert… a lot of shrubs and stuff like that,” she said. “But it was still beautiful with that river and those high cliffs.”
She still couldn’t shake her nervousness. 
“I was excited, but a little apprehensive,” she admitted. “Being in the military, you always have the feeling that something else can go wrong.”
Formed into two four-person teams, Whisenhunt soon learned more about her traveling companions. There were several prior-service Marines, former Air Force members, a retired Navy woman and an Army Reservist. Together, the teams spent the majority of the first day simply learning how to work together and survive on the river.
“We got into the rafts and they taught us how to paddle,” she said. “We (then) had to flip the boat so we would know how to get back on.”
After learning some additional safety and equipment techniques, the group set off on the journey downstream. Whisenhunt said she quickly learned the expedition would be anything but what she’d expected.
“I expected to be on the river for five days rowing ten hours a day, so I was nervous because I really hadn’t been working on my arms or lifting weights,” she said. “But it wasn’t at all like that.”
Whisenhunt said the group would paddle down the river for a few hours in the morning, often working their way through a few rapids. 
They would then take a break and tackle a different challenge, like climbing a steep mountain trail, jumping from a cliff into the river below, learning how to rappel down the sheer rocky walls, or swimming into the icy current and learning how to take refuge behind protective rocks if they fell overboard. 
They also spent time each day journaling or contemplating the experiences of the day.
Whisenhunt said the instructors constantly told the participants to “stay within the moment.” That’s why things like cellphones, the Internet and Ipods were expressly forbidden on the journey. 
“We left all that stuff behind,” she said. “They really concentrated on being here, being in the moment, taking it all in because it was going to go fast.”
Whisenhunt said each afternoon the teams would paddle again for a few hours and then take a break for “personal time,” allowing each of the participants to reflect upon the journey or other experiences within their lives. Whisenhunt quickly realized how important this was to the overall journey.
“It made me realize how distracted you can be… you just have all these outside distracters, all the stimulus around you,’ she said. 
“Coming back home, people really don’t have the chance to brain dump, you know? There’s always something going on. There’s always family that you’ve got to meet. There are always jobs that you’ve got to get back into. There’s always house bills and stuff like that.”
“This is just a great opportunity you don’t get anywhere else that you can just forget all of that and actually be able to think about your thoughts and to understand that process,” Whisenhunt added. “It’s very rare that you get that chance to have the time to process the things that you’ve been through, where you want to be.”
Whisenhunt said that while traveling down the river the traveling party learned more about how hydrology makes the river function, how to map routes through boulder-strewn rapids and the importance that conservation plays in maintaining a healthy river ecosystem. 
They also learned about their roles in conservation, about how ensuring the environment is left as pristine as what they found is extremely important.
The groups also talked during moments between navigating through the rapids, learning about each person’s individual experiences as well as what they’re doing today.
Each member of the team also took turns captaining the raft through the rapids. 
“I’m thinking, ‘How am I going to tell those guys which way I want to go, back or forward,’” she recalled. “That kind of intimidated me, but once you got the hang of it…”
Running the rapids was definitely an adrenaline booster, she said. 
“That was kind of the exciting part when you hit those rapids,” said Whisenhunt. “You get a little bit of an adrenaline rush, depending upon what size of rapids they were. Sometimes it was challenging, especially when you were the one who was captaining.”
Still, the best time was at night, staring into the enormous depths of the Milky Way, Whisenhunt said. “It was just amazing… beautiful,” she said. “We didn’t have tents, we just laid down our sleeping bags and that’s where we slept for the night.”
“It would dip down into the 40s and you would feel a little nip on your nose or a little breeze in your sleeping bag,” she added. “You have the roar of the rapids putting you to sleep… it was awesome.”
Before long, the five-day journey was over. The discoveries made during the expedition, however, still remain according to Whisenhunt.
“I definitely got more appreciation for nature, the outdoors, quiet time… time for yourself,” she said. “I mean, it was really just an experience of a lifetime that a lot of people don’t get.”
 For more information about Outward Bound, check out the organization’s Website at 
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Page - 8 

The Fighters and Field 


By Tech. Sgt. Wes Walton 
141st Air Refueling Wing Historian 

The 116th activated under the orders of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1940 
as World War II was about to break out. 
At first, the unit was assigned to Gray Field at Fort 
Lewis, Washington, where the unit flew anti-submarine 
patrols along the Pacific Coast. The unit members 
were eventually 
split up to 
provide experience 
to photo reconnaissance 
units or 
to other air corps 
units filled with 
inexperienced 
draftees. 

In 1941, the 
Department..of 
Defense purchased 
the area 
then known as “Sunset Field” from Spokane County 
for a World War II B-17 and C-47 training facility. 
Following the acquisition, they renamed the facility 
Geiger (GEG) Field in honor of Major Harold C. 
Geiger, a pioneer in Army aviation and ballooning. 
After the attack on Pearl Harbor most members 
served over seven years by war’s end. Many of the 
members died during World War II and some were 
prisoners of war. 

After the war ended in 1946, the unit was reactivated 
back at Felts 
Field with P-51 Mustangs, 
thus beginning 
it’s new mission of 
fighter-interception. 
The 116th came under 
the 141st Air Defense 
Group with the headquarters 
in Spokane. 

In 1949, the Washington 
Air National 
Guard’s 116th Fighter-
Interceptor Squadron 
began operations on 
the field. From then on the unit would see a quick 
succession of aircraft come and go over the next 
three decades of Fighter-Interception. 

In 1950, the squadron was the first Guard unit 
west of the Mississippi River to be equipped with 
jets. The need for more space and longer runways 
prompted a move from Felts Field to Geiger Field 
at the present day Spokane Airport. 

As a result of the Korean Conflict, the 116th 
Fighter Squadron was again called to active duty 
and received new F-86 Saber Jets. After only four 
months of training, the unit was ordered to Sheppards 
Grove, England, 
to bolster NATO forces 
in Europe. The move 
was the first time in 
aviation history a National 
Guard fighter 
squadron would cross 
over to the European 
Theater under its own 
power and only the 
second time such a 
move was ever attempted without air refueling. 
During this time pilots scored fourth overall against 
active duty squadrons in aerial gunnery, This earned 
the unit the prestigious Spaatz Trophy given to the 
best Air National Guard flying squadron in the 
United States. The unit was released from active 
duty November 1952, but the aircraft remained 
in England. The unit returned to Geiger Field and 
was later reequipped. 

Major Harold C. Geiger 


F-101B McDonnell-Douglas “Voodoo” 


P-51 “Mustang” 


In 1955, they received their first Lockheed F94B 
Starfire all-weather interceptor. With this new 
aircraft, the mission of the 116th Fighter Interceptor 
Squadron changed from day interceptor to day and 
night all-weather interceptor. 

From 1958-1964 the unit flew the F-89D 
Northrop “Scorpion,” 
this aircraft was 
nuclear capable as it 
fired the Genie air-toair 
missile designed 
to knock down Soviet 
bomber formations. 
It was also dubbed 
“the world’s largest 
vacuum cleaner,” 
by unit maintainers 
since the front wheel 
placed the plane’s intake 
vents very close 

to the ground. 

1964 saw the arrival of the F-102 Convair “Delta 
Dagger,” the planes innovative pyramid shaped 
wings made it distinct among the other fighter-
interceptors flown in the United States. 

The year 1967 was a “trophy” year for the 141st 
Fighter Group. Trophies and awards received included 
the Spaatz Trophy for the most Outstanding 
Air National Guard Flying Unit, the Air National 
Guard Outstanding Unit Plaque, the Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Trophy and the Winston 

P. Wilson Award. In 1969, the unit accumulated 
an outstanding record, 
37,900 accident-free 
flying hours, receiving 
the 25th Air Division 
Flying Safety Award 
five years in a row. 

From 1969 to 
1975 the F-101B 
McDonnell-Douglas 
“Voodoo” could be 
seen over the skies of 

the Northwest, equipped with after-burners, this 
plane could reach speeds of 1,095 mph. A true 
pleasure and devastating weapon for pilots of the 
116th to fly. 

The 116th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron flew 
almost 30 years of air defense over Northwestern 
skies. Of the total transports, trainers and fighter 

F-102 Convair “Delta Dagger” 


planes flown, unit members trained and flew a 
new plane every two years, all while maintaining a 
safety record that rivaled and sometimes surpassed 
active duty squadrons. A truly magnificent achievement 
and something everyone in the Wing can 
take pride in. 
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Fallen Nebraskan memorialized in Norman village

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

LE MESNIL ROUXELIN, France – For a few moments, July 17, retired Col. James A. Huston was no longer a 91-year-old World War II veteran.
Instead, the former intelligence and operations officer from the 3rd Battalion, 134th Infantry Regiment, was once again a 26-year-old first lieutenant leading a group of people through the tangled hedgerows of Normandy in search of a special objective, just as he had 65 years earlier.
Unfortunately, much had changed over the decades. Many of the hedgerows had been removed to give the local French farmers more room to plant their crops. New houses and gardens have sprouted on what in July 1944 was a bloody, confused battlefield that would become remembered by the survivors as “Bloody Sunday.”
On this morning the sounds of battle were no longer present. Instead, the sounds of peace – passing cars, twittering birds, mooing dairy cattle, barking dogs – replaced the sounds of machineguns, mortar shells and artillery explosions.
Walking down a lane, Huston looked around, trying to make sense of the modernity. To his side, one of his French guides pointed toward a lane approximately 100 yards away. Looking at his guide, Huston said sternly with the directness of a 26-year-old infantry officer: “No, it wasn’t down there. It was right here… right here up this lane.”
His guide tried once again to point down the lane, explaining that his objective couldn’t have been where Huston was pointing because of what had most likely been at this location in 1944.
“I’m telling you I know where I’m at, where I was at back then and it’s right up there, “ he said, pointing at a driveway that wrapped around a shuttered Norman house.
“But this is private property,” the guide protested. “We can’t go up there.”
“It was private property the last time I was here, too, and that didn’t seem to bother the homeowners,” he said, smiling with quick wide grin.
Then, with a swiftness that belied his advanced age, Huston moved up the driveway and disappeared around the house. A few moments later, the rest of the contingent followed.
Standing in a shaded garden, Huston took a few moments for his eyes to adjust to the filtered light of the surrounding hedges and trees and then, looking outward from the fenced yard, he smiled quickly. Pointing first with his cane and then with his finger, he turned back to companions and announced: “Right there.” 
“I was set up under that tree. And over there… over near that hedgerow...”Huston said, using his hand to indicate a second hedgerow about 50 yards in front of ‘his’ tree as he turned to talk to a particular member of his ‘patrol,’ “… that is where your dad was hit.”
Huston’s traveler was Neal Thomsen, 79, from Indianapolis, Ind. His father was the late Lt. Col. Alfred Thomsen of Omaha, Neb., who had commanded Huston’s battalion, part of the 134th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infantry Division, in July 1944 when the organization fought  to liberate the strategically critical St. Lo, France. 
During the bloody and confused July 15-18, 1944 battle, nearly one out of every three regimental Soldiers had been either killed or severely wounded.
It was Nebraska National Guard regiment’s first taste of combat. It would not be its last.
After helping take the city on July 18, 1944, the regiment spend several days defending St. Lo from a near constant onslaught of German artillery and mortar shells, before it was ordered south toward the Vire River to protect the flanks of Lt. Gen. George Patton’s 3rd U.S. Army, which was already cutting through the German defenses into the Brittany peninsula, part of an effort that would eventually place the German defenders in an unsustainable pocket between the American and British and Canadian armies. 
That is what had taken Thomsen’s battalion to Conde-sur-Vire on July 30, 1944. It was here that Thomsen was mortally wounded when a German artillery round exploded above his command post as his battalion fought a bloody engagement against the entrenched Germans that would long be remember by the survivors as ‘Bloody Sunday.’ 
Thomsen died 16 days later in England from a blood clot.
Nearly 65 years later, Thomsen’s sacrifice was memorialized in granite when the tiny village of Le Mesnil Rouxelin, a tiny hamlet of about 550 that lay on the right-hand border of the 134th’s Infantry Regiment route into St. Lo, unveiled a monument in memory of the fallen Nebraska Guard commander.
“Lieutenant Colonel Thomsen was a hard man, but brave; respected and admired by his men, always implied with an accurate sense of duty,” said Andree Chan, president of the current 35th Division Association in Normandy who was instrumental in getting the memorial to Thomsen created. “The admiration by his men is so deep that they informed us of their wish that an homage is owed to him here where he saved the battalion from a possible massacre without taking his life into account.”
“This very important hero among heroes has sacrificed his life for our liberty,” said Chan, who, as a young girl hid with her parents as the battle raged near their home near St. Lo in 1944. On the late afternoon of July 17, 2009, she addressed a crowd of several hundred people who had gathered in a drizzling rain near the town square to dedicate the granite memorial standing beneath the French and American national colors and a field of waist-high corn. “The honor given to him today is more than justified.”
The mayor of Le Mesnil Rouxelin agreed, saying that the men of the 134th Infantry Regiment that Thomsen led helped end four years of terror at the hands of their German occupiers.
“During four years of trying to obey the orders of the enemy invaders, we were deprived of the liberties of cars, radios, but also food, clothes and most of all… freedom,” said Roland Lerouge. “For four terrible years, until the sixth of June 1944, we waited.”
“This period of our history will remain forever in our memory and will be commemorated every single year,” Larouge said. “The fights were awful and murderous. Step by step you conquered back our land. And for our city, thanks for the 35th Division (Santa Fe) we got back our freedom.”
For Neal Thomsen, who was 14 when he opened a telegram informing his family of their Soldier’s death, it was a moment he’d waited to see for much of his life.
“This may sound funny, but he’s at peace now,” said a visibly moved Thomsen, who had been near tears as he thank the villagers for the honor given to his father. “This brings closure to what I didn’t know about his passing. He’s got the monument he’s waited for for 65 years.”
Huston was also visibly moved by the memorial.
“In dedicating this monument to the memory of Colonel Thomsen, we dedicate ourselves to the principles for which he fought and died,” Huston told the assembled crowd. “He was the embodiment of bravery, of a sense of purpose, a sense of humor. And those principles and those traditions honor both his family and all of the Soldiers who served with him.”
Prior to the late afternoon ceremony, Thomsen spent most of the day touring some of the significant sites of the 134th Infantry Regiment’s battle into and out of St. Lo in July 1944 with Huston. For Huston in particular, the day’s events were extremely meaningful. A native of Indiana, he had not only served as the fallen commander’s intelligence officer, but had developed a friendship with the Nebraska Guardsman during their training in the United States and England.
Huston remembered his former commander as not only a brave Soldier, but also as a man who loved to invent things and tell jokes. 
“He loved to sit around and exchange stories… jokes,”  said Huston, who after the war,  became a noted historian and wrote extensively about Thomsen in his 1950 book “Biography of a Battalion.” 
“He had this thick notebook and any good joke he ever heard, he would put it down. Then he and the executive officer would sit around and talk. We would say that they sounded like two old maids chit-chatting back and forth.”
In Huston’s book, he also recalled how Thomsen, who served as a blacksmith for the Union Pacific railroad in Omaha before the war, loved to invent things. For example, he developed away to send messages up to a truck from a jeep during a convoy by devising a stick with a clothespin. He also created his own clothing.
“Disgusted with the perpetual shortness of raincoats, he obtained two of the waterproof garments and had the lower half of the second sewed onto the bottom of the first,” Huston wrote in Biography of a Battalion. “It fell all the way to the heels of his shoes; when he wore it he looked as though he were peering out of the tope of a pyramidal tent.”
“The men would refer to things of the Colonel’s in making comparisons in the superlative: an especially large tent or balloon was ‘as big as Colonel Thomsen’s raincoat’; a massive pack or bulky load was ‘as heavy as Colonel Thomsen’s bed roll’; a big collection of papers was ‘as thick as Colonel Thomsen’s notebook’…”
At one point during their tour of the battlefield, Huston directed Thomsen and his wife Doris along the road where Thomsen had led his battalion into its first battle on July 15, 1944. Also following along were Brig. Gen. David Petersen, current assistant commander of the 35th Infantry Division, and seven members of a Nebraska Army Guard color guard from the 1-134th Cavalry Squadron (Reconnaissance and Surveillance) who had traveled to France to represent the current historical lineage holders of the 134th Infantry Regiment.
According to Huston, the 3-134th Infantry had initially moved into position on the outskirts of Villiers Fossard to relieve two battalions of the 29th Infantry Division’s 115th Infantry Regiment. 
On the morning of July 15, 1944, 3-134th Infantry held the line as the regiment’s two other battalions passed by to launch the attack toward Hill 122, a prominent plateau overlooking St. Lo that the German’s had turned into a key observation point that had allowed them to defeat several earlier American attacks.
Several hours later, the battle was already raging and casualties were mounting  when Thomsen received the order to move forward. Within a short distance down the road, however, Huston said the battalion realized that the German defenders  were now moving in to cut off the offensive. 
Nearing a bend in the road, barely a football field length away from the start of the march, the battalion began receiving incoming artillery rounds. Huston said he was sent forward with several other Soldiers to see what lay in front of them.
Climbing atop a hedge he saw Germans moving in the fields in front of them.
Huston said he soon received a message that Thomsen was impatient and had ordered the battalion forward. Rounding the bend, the battalion – which was marching along in a column on either side of the road – suddenly saw a German tank move out of the field in front of them. As the rest of the battalion scrambled for cover, Thomsen jumped up into a raised meadow, pulled out his .45 caliber pistol and fired five bullets at the tank.
“…And the tank turned around and fled,” said Huston.
Because the battalion was spread out on the road and was in danger of running into a potentially disastrous ambush against tanks, the executive officer – who was now out of contact with Thomsen – ordered the battalion to return to its starting point. 
Thomsen would finally make his way back to the battalion command post several hours later after crawling through the frontlines under near constant bombardment. He then called the regimental and division headquarters – which were insisting upon a resumption of the attack – and insisted that the Germans were still in front of them very much in force. 
Without American tank support, he argued, the attack would be suicidal.
“He was never afraid of anything and he had a sense of purpose,” said Huston. “When he was given an objective, he tended to reach the objective and people never questioned his judgment.”
“He looked out for us,” he added. “If he received an order that was not practical because of the situation, he always wanted to know what we were doing for reconnaissance. He would protect us that way.”
In the end, Thomsen won the argument, gaining permission to delay the attack until the next morning when armored support arrived.
According to Neal Thomsen, having the opportunity to spend time with Huston was an experience of a lifetime.
“It gives me a sense of closure after 65 years of not knowing the details that I’m now getting. It’s quite an experience,” he said. 
Thomsen said he was equally impressed by the citizens of the French communities he visited.
“I’ve got a greater appreciation for what the French citizens suffered and gained as a result of what we did,” he said. 




YOUTH


Stars alight Guard's 4th annual Youth ChalleNGe night


By Master Sgt. Mike R. Smith

National Guard Bureau

WASHINGTON (2/25/09) – The teen wore a military-style, grey uniform similar to the garb of dozens of other teens around him.

They crowded the lower lobby of the J.W. Marriott Hotel last night, obviously overwhelmed by the attention they were getting.

"There's Dale Earnhardt," said the teen. "No, way," said another, his eyes scanning the crowd.

Yes, there was an amazing turn out of celebrities, elected officials and military leadership gathered for the National Guard’s Fourth Annual ChalleNGe Champions Gala.

Still, almost everyone said the real stars were the more than 100 Youth ChalleNGe cadets, who shared their stories and dined with them.

These cadets represented more than 84,000 young people who climbed out of a pit of trouble to graduate from Youth ChalleNGe through counseling and training on being productive, employed and law-abiding citizens. The National Guard started it in 1993.

"Tonight's business is about thanking those young people and their sacrifice to get their lives turned around and back in shape," said Gen. Craig McKinley, chief of the National Guard Bureau. "We congratulate the cadets who are here and all those who are at home."

Youth ChalleNGe focuses on the more than 1.2 million kids who drop out of high school every year, putting them at risk for drug use, gang violence and abusive relationships, said its officials.

Its in-residence camp and long-term, community mentorship thereafter helps youth find the structure and knowledge needed to realize their potentials.

Television celebrities Kerri Turner (JAG) and Kelly Perdew (The Apprentice), NASCAR drivers Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Jeff Gordon, and country music singer Julianne Hough, were among the star power behind the sold-out event.

The crowd of more than 1,000 dinner guests honored three program supporters, including California Adjutant General Maj. Gen. William Wade, Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry and Robertson Aviation's John Rawling (deceased).

"This award is really about [all the cadets] because you have the courage to dream, you have the courage to believe in yourself and you have the courage to achieve," said Wade.

Wade earned the program's adjutant general award. Officials said he was instrumental in securing funding for a second "Grizzly ChalleNGe" program in his state. Wade also attended and addressed many graduation ceremonies and worked to bring national and state attention to the program, said officials.

Arthur Cabral, 16, from Cyprus, Calif., was among several cadets who listened to Wade's words of encouragement. "My troubles started around my eighth grade year," he said. "I had turned to partying and drugs ... I disappointed the people who cared about me."

Cabral turned to California's Sunburst Youth ChalleNGe Academy for help.

"I was tired of being thought of as someone who wasn't going to make it, so I changed my ways," he said.

Now, he said, his future hopes are to receive a commission as a Marine Corps officer. "I've tried my best at everything they have thrown at me, and I've done my best, and then some," he said. Cabral will soon graduate the 18-month program.

In his state of Oklahoma, Gov. Henry said he had witnessed the difference Youth ChalleNGe makes. "I have seen kids, headed to prison or going to end up dead, who were willing, and had the courage, to take that chance because someone was willing to give them that chance," he said. "They turned their lives around."

Henry was selected as the year's top supporting governor from 27 states and Puerto Rico that run ChalleNGe programs. "One of my missions is to see every state have at least one program, and I want to bring more to Oklahoma."

Clarence Wesley Jones, a Georgia cadet from the Fort Gordon Youth ChalleNGe Academy, told the audience how he escaped local gangs through the program. He said he changed his perspective from becoming a high school dropout and gang-banger to working toward being an airline pilot.

"I like being respected for my abilities and my accomplishments," he said. "I will always be grateful to Youth ChalleNGe for the chance they gave me."

For a bit of entertainment, there was Hough and Kelly Pickler, a former American Idol contestant, who both sang signature country songs. Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Jeff Gordon as well as IndyCar Series driver Dan Wheldon were on stage to auction off two special VIP auto racing trips that brought in tens of thousands of dollars in donations to the non-profit Youth ChalleNGe Foundation.

"The foundation that we are supporting here tonight is a big deal and a great honor," said Earnhardt. "It's great to see all the lives that will change in the future, and it's an important part of the National Guard."

Along with other auctioned items, more than $125,000 was donated to the foundation's public awareness, scholarships, higher education and job development work.

For more information on Youth ChalleNGe, go to: www.ngycp.org.
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Honoring Nebraska’s Heroes

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

There’s something strangely serene yet exhilarating about flying face down over the rolling Nebraska countryside, soaring approximately 1,000 feet over greening fields, rocky canyons and rolling sand hills at a speed of 230 knots.
First of all there’s the changing colors as one travels from east to west and then back east again across the state: purple lilac bushes, the deep greens of cedar trees, the lighter greens of cottonwoods and newly planted fields, the yellow-whitish sandhills, the browns of deer darting out of their hiding spots in deep, western Nebraska canyons, the reds, whites and blues of Old Glory standing in a manicured cemetery, the bright hats worn by the people below.
And then there’s the speed. At 1,000 feet above the ground makes the speed makes the landscape seem almost frightenly closer than it really is, which is already closer than what most four-engine aircraft typically fly above.
“You know, it really is quite a view,” said Master Sgt. Mark Fusco, a boom operator assigned to the 173rd Aerial Refueling Squadron, May 25, as he lay on his stomach during a three-hour mission that took him from eastern Nebraska out to the panhandle and back again. “You really get a sense of how unique this state is.”
Fusco was a member of one of two Nebraska Air National Guard KC-135R Stratotanker crews that performed flyover salutes over 136 cemeteries, part of the Guard’s annual Memorial Day tribute. 
According to Col. Robert Athan, 155th Air Refueling Wing vice commander who served as a navigator aboard Fusco’s aircraft, the mission is important for the Nebraska Air Guard crews, many of whom volunteer year after year to participate in the aerial salutes.
“This is our chance to let the veterans who have come out to visit our fallen Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines and civilians… know that we respect that service and that we honor that service,” said Athan. 
Over the course of Athan’s flight, the aircrew – which also included Maj. Kipper Hesse and Capt. Wade Holden – conducted salutes over 65 individual cemeteries. Some were for large ceremonies, the flags and glint from automobile windshields easily visible from miles away. Others were for nearly deserted cemeteries where very few people were visiting.
Each of the salutes, however, was important said Athan.
“Some of these cemeteries, there’s nobody there,” he said. “But we know in our hearts that there are men and women that have given their ultimate measure. They’re there and we are paying our respects to them.”
Just riding in an aircraft during the mission is a unique experience. For nearly an hour before takeoff, the crew works hard to input all the individual waypoints into the aircraft’s onboard Global Air Traffic Management system, which then steers the aircraft directly toward each of the individual cemeteries. 
That means that once in flight, the aircraft is seldom flying straight and level for more than a few minutes at any one time.
Athan said the mission tests the aircrew, requiring them to focus intently both inside and outside the aircraft to ensure that they safely and accurately fly over their “targets” at precisely the planned moment.
“There’s quite a bit of coordination between the pilot, the co-pilot and the navigator,” he said. “We try to fly right to the point and then, once we get to that point, we cycle to the next waypoint. So, we are always flying to the next action point, the next target.”
The crew, Athan said, also has to be constantly aware of changing wind speeds that can cause the aircraft to drift slightly while also constantly scanning the air space around them for possible hazards such as birds, radio towers or other aircraft. That’s definitely a different type of flying environment than a tanker crew normally experiences as they circle about in a miles-long ‘race car track’ waiting for another aircraft to rendezvous with them for fuel.
“When you’re flying at (1,000 feet) you’ve really got to be outside the aircraft. You’ve got to be communicating with the airports you’re flying by to ensure there’s no other air traffic out there,” he said “You really have to be eyes outside all of the time.”
“When you’re at 1,000 feet above the ground, you want to make sure you’re looking outside for other air traffic, birds. You really need to know where you’re at in relationship to the terrain, in relationship to any other antennas or any restricted areas.”
It also means working hard to pick out individual cemeteries, which often is tricky to do for those that are located far outside of their local communities. Athan said flying over the cemetery near Tryon, located in the western Nebraska sandhills of McPherson County, particularly stuck out. 
“Essentially there’s two towns in that county and the cemetery is located about 15 miles northeast of Tryon,” Athan said. “Tryon is a small little town. You can see Tryon… you couldn’t see the cemetery but we knew our (navigation system) was right on.”
“As we flew north out of town, we couldn’t see the cemetery, but we could see all the cars,” he added. “There were people there at Tryon waiting to see our flyby and were there at the time we told them we were going to be there.”
Athan said it was one of the best missions he’d ever flown.
“It was an honor and privilege to fly,” he said. “And it was truly warming to see at each of those cemeteries all those people there.”
Fusco agreed. “It’s definitely one of those missions you’ll remember for a long time.”  
 




http://www.mortuary.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123158078



Remains of seven U.S. troops killed in Afghanistan returned home 



by Air Force Tech. Sgt. Benjamin J. Matwey



Air Force Mortuary Affairs Operations Center Public Affairs 



7/8/2009 - DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, Del. -- The remains of seven American troops killed July 6 during combat operations in Afghanistan returned to their nation during a dignified transfer here this afternoon. 



Twenty-six family members from every region of the country stood on the tarmac witnessing their loved one's return. 



Subdued voices of the carry team leaders directed their teams to perform precise movements as they transferred their comrades-in-arms from the C-17 aircraft to a waiting vehicle. A six-person Navy team carried the transfer case of the single sailor into one vehicle, followed by a six-person Army team who then carried each transfer case for the six soldiers into a second vehicle. 



The wind picked up on this warm summer day as the last transfer case holding the sixth soldier was placed in the transfer vehicle, and all present rendered a final salute. 



As the second and final transfer vehicle with the remains of the six Army soldiers left the flightline, the Navy carry team joined a dozen troops standing at attention outside the passenger terminal as they rendered a salute. The transfer vehicle passed in front, followed by the Army carry team and the senior officers. 



Today's dignified returns were of the following seven servicemembers: 



-- Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Tony M. Randolph, of Henryetta, Okla., assigned to Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 8, Sigonella, Italy. 



-- Army Capt. Mark A. Garner, of Elkin, N.C., assigned to 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, Joint Multinational Readiness Center, Hohenfels, Germany. 



-- Army 2nd Lt. Derwin I. Williams, of Glenwood, Ill., assigned to Troop B, 2nd Squadron, 106th Cavalry Regiment, Dixon, Ill., Illinois Army National Guard. 



-- Army Sgt. Brock H. Chavers, of Bulloch, Ga., assigned to Company D, 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry, Americus, Ga., Georgia Army National Guard. 



-- Army Spc. Chester W. Hosford, of Hastings, Minn., assigned to Troop B, 2nd Squadron, 106th Cavalry, Dixon, Ill., Illinois Army National Guard. 



-- Army Spc. Issac L. Johnson, of Columbus, Ga., assigned to 1st Battalion, 108th Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition Squadron, Rome, Ga., Georgia Army National Guard. 



-- Army Pfc. Nicolas Gideon, of Murrieta, Calif., assigned to the 1st Squadron, 40th Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry Division, Fort Richardson, Alaska.



Minutes after the transfer was complete and family members left the flightline, the sound of retreat, followed by the national anthem, broadcast across the base. 



Navy Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, attended the dignified transfers, as he has for several previous transfers. 



Mullen spoke with family members assembled in a base chapel before the transfer . Afterward, the chairman spoke briefly with each of the carry teams and with more than 20 other servicemembers involved in the transfer operations. 



Earlier in the day, Mullen responded to a question at the National Press Club about the impact he has seen from the policy change to allow the media to cover the return of fallen servicemembers. 



"It's been very well done," Mullen said. "I've been up there and observed the process. I personally believe it was a very important decision. 



"And what I've seen is that that dignity and that respect has been very, very much supported in the time that certainly the press has been there," he said. And I'm very encouraged by that. I think it's important that all of us understand the sacrifices that these young men and women make." 



Navy Rear Adm. James J. Shannon, commander, Naval Surface Warfare Center, and Army Brig. Gen. Michael T. Harrison Sr., director, Joint and Futures, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G8, Headquarters, Department of the Army, also attended the transfer. Air Force Col. Manson O. Morris, commander, 436th Airlift Wing, here, was the dignified transfer officer. 



Dignified transfers have occurred more than 4,000 times at Dover since 2001 in virtually the same manner. A policy change on April 5 of this year allowed news media to be present with the approval of the primary next of kin of the fallen servicemember. In about 70 percent of cases, the families have approved the presence of news media. Family members have been present in the same percentage.

 










Nebraska infantry regiment, fallen commander honored 65 years after historic fight

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

ST. LO, France, — After 65 years of waiting, Soldiers of Nebraska National Guard’s 134th Infantry Regiment finally got their moment in the sun during a drizzly late afternoon ceremony, June 18, in this beautiful Norman city that was once the site of one of the fiercest battles of World War II.
For about an hour this normally bustling community of 25,000 residents came to a standstill as hundreds gathered in drizzly rain at the base of the city’s ancient rampart walls to recognize the 35th Infantry Division near the location where members of the 134th Infantry Regiment entered the city on the evening of July 17-18, 1944. Prior to the war, the 134th Infantry Regiment hailed from 13 Nebraska cities and was the main combat organization of the Nebraska National Guard.
Called to duty in December 1940, the Soldiers spent the next 40-plus months training for combat and undergoing numerous reorganizations before finally entering the front lines of the month-old Battle of Normandy in mid-July 1944. 
Commanded by North Platte native Col. Butler Miltonberger, the 134th Infantry Regiment’s first assignment of the European War was to seize the critical Hill 122 -- so named because on a map it rose 122 meters above sea-level -- which had served as a lynch-pin to the German’s defense in the St. Lo region, allowing the Germans to defeat several earlier attacks because the controlled the high ground over the city, which served as the major cross-roads in western Normandy.
Attacking behind a rolling artillery barrage in the early morning darkness of July 15, 1944, the 134th Infantry Regiment successfully seized Hill 122 and nearby St. Georges-Montcocq and by the evening of July 17-18 was sending patrols into the northwestern sections of St. Lo, which had been devastated by more than a month-and-a-half of bombardment.
While the Nebraska regiment was successfully making its way into St. Lo, American elements of the 29th Infantry Division were also attacking into the city along a parallel path further to the east. The 29th would be given official credit for liberating St. Lo, France, causing a controversy between the two organizations that still exists today.
All that was forgotten this afternoon, however, as retired Col. James A. Huston, who had been a 26-year-old battalion intelligence officer in 1944 and was one of the first officers to lead a patrol into the shattered city, sat next to several other 29th Infantry Division veterans who had traveled once again to Normandy to be part of the 65th anniversary celebrations of the liberation of St. Lo. 
Sitting in a special tent reserved for the aged warriors, the Soldiers listened as local community dignitaries and Brig. Gen. David Petersen, assistant commander of the 35th Infantry Division and deputy adjutant general of the Nebraska National Guard, spoke of the 35th Infantry Division’s numerous accomplishments before unveiling a rectangular plaque that officially recognizes the 35th Infantry Division’s part in the liberation of St. Lo. 
The memorial dedication was one of three ceremonies held to mark the 65th anniversary of the liberation of St. Lo.
“The 29th and 35th Division belong to the battalion of our glorious liberators,” said Francois Digard, mayor of St. Lo. “All of their Soldiers had in common an exceptional courage and the same ideal: go forward and bring peace back.”
“Today, 65 year later, we know that it is through this union of brave men that we owe our liberty,” he added. “In front of history there are St. Lo’s heroes and the city of St. Lo and its inhabitants are proud to be able to honor them worthy of their sacrifice and bravery.”
According to Andree Chan, president of the current 35th Division Normandie Association who was integral in having the plaque placed in St. Lo, the recognition is long overdue for the Soldiers of the Midwestern division who came so far to return freedom to the people of France. 
“The goal is reached today,” said Andree Chan, who was a young girl who fled her home with the rest of her family when the battle approached their village near St. Lo in 1944, hiding from the battle until they were ultimately liberated by members of the 35th Division. “The city of St. Lo shows its appreciation to the 35th Division at this place.”
“The place of this marker is appropriate because it is on the arriving roads of the first patrols,” said Chan. “This marker honors action, valor, honor and commitment to the same cause... the one against tyranny and in favor of liberty.”
The St. Lo ceremony came a day after a similar ceremony at the village of Le Mesnil Rouxelin where a monument was unveiled in honor of the late Lt. Col. Alfred Thomsen, a 134th Infantry Regiment battalion commander from Omaha who led his organization through the bloody fighting into St. Lo, during which one out of every three 134th Infantry Soldiers was either severely wounded or killed in the battle. 
Thomsen was mortally wounded on July 30, 1944, near Conde-sur-Vire and died 16 days later in England.
Thomsen’s son Neal was also in attendance at the ceremony, sitting next to Huston as the plaque honoring the 35th Infantry Division was unveiled.
According to Petersen, who once commanded an infantry company in the 1-134th Infantry and recently served as the commander of the Nebraska Army Guard’s 67th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade, which holds the historical lineage and honors of the old 134th Infantry Regiment, it was an honor to be part of a ceremony honoring the efforts and sacrifices of so many past veterans of the 35th Infantry Division.
“This is a very special event,” said Petersen, adding that he was extremely proud of having the opportunity to represent the division at a ceremony where former members of the organization were finally given their long overdue honor. 
“I grew up hearing the stories of St. Lo. It’s good to be here when those Soldiers, who sacrificed so much here, are finally given the honors that were due to them 65 years ago.”
After the war Huston became a noted historian and author of numerous books including several about the 134th Infantry Regiment. He also worked tirelessly with Chan and the members of the 35th Association Normandie to have the 35th Division officially recognized in St. Lo.
“You see how many monuments have already been erected in different places, but St. Lo never had one,” said Huston. “Now they have one.”
According to Huston, he always felt that it was important to have the 35th Division’s part in the battle recognized. “We considered that our first big battle… our first objective,” he said. 
He said he was particularly impressed by the care that the Normans took in placing the new monument. “The placement of the monument to the 35th I thought was perfectly placed because it’s exactly at the end of the street where our people entered St. Lo,” Huston said. “It’s going to be seen by lots of people.”
Huston recalled how much St. Lo has changed in the 65 years since he was ordered by the late Lt. Col. Alfred Thomsen, commander of the 3rd Battalion, 134th Infantry Regiment, to take a lieutenant from each of the battalion’s company and lead a patrol into the battered city.
Leaving in full sunlight, the officers formed a diamond as they walked from stone to through the once vibrant city that had been transformed after weeks of bombardment into a community of ghostlike shadows.
“You were sickened by the complete destruction of the central part of the city,” Huston recalled. “There was nothing but rubble. You couldn’t identify streets. You couldn’t walk on a street. No vehicles could move.”
Today, even though the city has been rebuilt, numerous tributes to the battle still remain. Like the battered cathedral that still bears the marks of the bombing. Or a World War I statue that was peppered and sliced by shrapnel. Or the remains of the police station where hundreds of French civilians, including numerous members of the resistance, perished during the initial bombing on June 6, 1944.
Like the 134th Infantry Regiment, which sacrificed dearly in less than a week of bloody, fearsome combat to seize the critical city, Huston said the French civilians also sacrificed greatly during the battle.
“Everyone (today) has such a good attitude. The people all seem friendly and joyful and appreciative… they’re very appreciative for everything we’ve done,” Huston said. “And you have to remember the sacrifice that they suffered… the bombings and the German occupation. So many of them were in the resistance and helped us along.” 
Huston said that looking at what St. Lo and the rest of France and Europe have become in the 65 years since the war is the true lasting tribute to the American Army in Europe.
“Pericles in ancient Athens said ‘Future generation will build monuments to our achievement.’ And we see many monuments here built to our achievements as the 35th Division,” he said. 
“But our real monument, which we share with our sister divisions and all of the other American forces, is to see a strong and prosperous and free France and the other countries we came to liberate,” he said. “That’s the real monument. That’s the real satisfaction; to see things going the way we hoped they would when it was finished.”



Mass casualty disaster exercise draws mass numbers for training
By Airman 1st Class Claire Behney

Patient decontamination, medical response, and casualty and fatality search and extraction were the challenges more than 190 Pennsylvania National Guard members faced during a mass causality disaster and weapons of mass destruction exercise, “Red Rose IV.”

The exercise combines both military and civilian forces to simulate a real-life mass causality event. It involved the PaNG’s Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, High Yield Enhanced Response Force; the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency; the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center; a contingent of soldiers from Lithuania; and local, state and federal officials. 

The PaNG hosts this annual exercise and this year the setting was the newly constructed Combined Arms Collective Training Facility at Fort Indiantown Gap, Pa., Aug. 28. 

This unique exercise allows both military and civilian personnel to work side-by-side simulating what a real-life scenario would be like, proving to be a critical benefit, said Maj. Mark E. Thomas, commander of the Pennsylvania CERF.

“We are anticipating that we would arrive on scene approximately 72 hours after it has evolved and the purpose of the CERF teams is to bridge the gap between the community elements and the arrival of federal elements,” said Thomas. 

The scenario for this exercise was the partial collapse of a building due to a concealed bomb-making facility in the basement. 

As smoke and flash-bang grenades detonated, search and extraction teams moved in to remove causalities and take them to a collection point.  Causalities were then taken through the decontamination line where they were cleansed. Once sanitized, they were evaluated by the medical team and received the proper care they required.

“This is a great opportunity for us to see how you would handle a crisis situation like this,” said Lithuanian Lt. Col. Apolinaras Gaubys, training planner for Joint Headquarters. 

Along with improving readiness on the home front, this exercise allowed for the Lithuanian contingency to participate and learn from the experience to take home what they gain. 

“We have a lot of support from participating agencies that are involved here,” said Thomas. “The Soldiers participating and Airmen that are part of the CERF team have really come together this week to make the exercise a success.”

###



Guard recruiters break records in February

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

Even the gloomy clouds of a national economic slowdown have tiny, often unexpected silver linings.
In the Nebraska National Guard’s case, the current recession may have indirectly contributed to the Guard setting its largest monthly recruiting figures in approximately four to five decades.
In February the Nebraska Army National Guard enlisted a total of 85 new Soldiers, easily the greatest monthly increase since “sometime during the Vietnam War.” 
For the Nebraska Air National Guard, 25 new Airmen enlisted in February, bringing  the organization to a total of 1,042 members – 107.1 percent of its current authorized strength.
That’s a growth of 30 since the start of the current fiscal year last October.
“We’re off to our best start ever,” said Lt. Col. Jim Murphy, commander of the Nebraska Army Guard’s State Recruiting and Retention Command. According to Murphy, the Nebraska Army National Guard began the fiscal year, which began last October, with the goal of enlisting 600 new Soldiers into the organization. By the end of March, it had already enlisted more than 300. 
“We’re 93 (people) ahead of where we were last year at this time.”
The gloomy economic forecast has had at least a partial impact on that effort, he said.  
“I still believe that in Nebraska, the number one reason for joining is to serve your nation and state,” said Murphy. “But we have noticed at career fairs that more people are looking for jobs… another skill to use as a discriminator.”
“That kind of tells us that it’s more than just serving your country. It’s also learning a job skill as a part-time Soldier, learning another skill that you can use as a discriminator versus another employee who doesn’t get those leadership skills that you get from the Guard.” 
Economics, however, aren’t the only reason why the Guard is doing so well this year, said Murphy. In fact, he said, Nebraska’s recent success is probably the result of a number of factors. 
First, he said, the state took a number of measures approximately three years ago to shift more of the organization’s attention toward recruiting new Soldiers and retaining those already in the organization.  
“Maj. Gen. Roger Lempke, who was the adjutant general at the time, and Col. Tom Schuurmans, the current chief of staff, really looked at the issues seriously and then put into affect a number of programs to help the state’s recruiting and retention force succeed,” said Murphy. “Over the course of the last two to three years, we’ve been given a wealth of resources and we’ve put those resources into place.”
For example, he said, the organization has a director of education services now working in Omaha. It has also increased the number of Army Guard recruiters assigned to the state’s largest population center. Increased budgets for recruiting marketing have also helped tremendously, he said. 
“We felt like we were set for a big year this year,” said Murphy. 
Another factor contributing to the pace of this year’s enlistments, said Murphy, was a recent decision by National Guard Bureau to change the way bonuses are distributed that went into effect on March 1. Prior to the change, said Murphy, 85 to 90 percent of all new recruits qualified to receive a $20,000 enlistment bonus. Now approximately 15 percent of all new recruits qualify to receive that amount.
The reason for the change, Murphy said, was a direct result of the Guard’s overwhelming success in recruiting that has now put the Guard over the maximum allowabele strength number assigned by the U.S. Congress. Bonuses now will be targeted toward specific jobs in specific units that have been designated at “critical fill.” 
“You can still get a $20,000 bonus. You just have to go to a specific unit and a specific (Military Occupational Specialty (MOS)) and ship at a specific time,” Murphy said. In Nebraska, such critical jobs can now be found in the new airborne rigger unit in Seward, the new engineering unit in Wahoo, and the Lincoln-based 67th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade headquarters, which has a need for intelligence specialists and warrant officers.
The change to the bonus program may have caused a number of people to enlist into the Guard in February, said Murphy. 
“That accelerated some peoples’ decisions,” he said. “They may have still joined the Guard, but it gave them a sense of urgency, I guess.”
The effects of the economy, however, can’t be underestimated. 
“I think the slowing economy and the lack of jobs has helped,” Murphy said. He said anecdotally, state recruiters have noticed more people who have inquired about the Guard’s benefit programs – such as dental insurance – and the additional skills they can learn in the military.
In the Nebraska Air National Guard, recruiters are now focusing more attention on the Omaha metro area as well. The organization recently opened its first recruiting office outside of the Lincoln area in Omaha and now has two full-time recruiters assigned to take advantage of the metro area’s growing population, said Senior Master Sgt. Stuart Stofferahn, Nebraska Air National Guard Recruiting and Retention superintendent.
“The upward trend is attributed to a number of different reasons – most notably increased staffing, an Omaha storefront opening and the Guard Recruiting Assistant Program whereby each traditional unit member or retiree can obtain training to assist our recruiting staff in nominating potential unit members and receive compensation for each new enlistee or accession,” said Stofferahn.
Complicating matters, however, is the fact that the Nebraska Air Guard is already over strength, said Stofferahn. That means, he added, recruiters have limited positions into which they can recruit new Airmen.
In March, he said, positions available to enlist into had dropped to essentially zero.
“I don’t know when the last time that happened,” said Stofferahn. “It has definitely created some challenges.”
The Nebraska Air Guard currently consists of the 155th Air Refueling Wing and Joint Force Headquarters in Lincoln and the 170th Group at Offutt Air Force Base.
“Essentially, what we are doing is compiling a waiting list for people who have a desire to join the Nebraska Air Guard,” he said, adding that National Guard Bureau has placed limits on how far over strength a unit can go in a certain career field. “If a person comes in and wants to enlist into one of our critical positions, the time it takes is pretty small. If they come in wanting to enlist into one of our positions that are over strength, they may have to wait for some time before they can actually join.”
A surprisingly large number of people are willing to wait, said Stofferahn, although some have decided to look for positions in one of the other services.
The Nebraska Army National Guard has also had to become more “picky” about who it enlists. For example, said Murphy, the level of education required to join the Guard has increased.
“Technically, in Nebraska we are over strength right now versus what we’re authorized to have,” said Murphy. “What we’ve got to do now is recruit to exact, specific vacancies. Exact, specific MOSs.”
The surge has put the Nebraska National Guard into a better position than it was just a couple years ago, said Murphy.
“The biggest thing is that it gives you an opportunity to get more force structure,” he said. “If we are positioned better and growing at a faster rate than other states and territories, National Guard Bureau is more likely to give you different MOSs, different force structure, different units.” 




151st ARW participates in Global Thunder
6/28/2009 - SALT LAKE CITY -- The clock strikes zero-six-thirty as members of the 151st Air Refueling Wing report for their monthly Unit Training Assembly June 27. 

It's unusually early for a drill weekend, but the base is buzzing with activity as Airmen prepare for the U.S. Strategic Command exercise known as Global Thunder. 

Global Thunder is the command's major nuclear exercise that includes command post activities as well as force generation and flying operations. The 151st ARW's nuclear support mission includes the air refueling of flying assets. This weekend, Airmen from the wing will run through the process of generating aircraft and aircrews to support that mission. 

"With the Air Force's emphasis on nuclear enterprise, it's important for us to be up to speed on our nuclear support mission," said Col. Kelvin Findlay, 151st ARW commander. 

Security forces and aircrew alike are poised to respond to the exercise launch message at any time. The wing has even set up a Crisis Action Team with commanders who can coordinate the exercise details. 

"The exercise and generation process kicked off early this week," explained Colonel Findlay. "The Guard has simulated some of the processes, but this weekend our aircrews and maintainers will be going through briefings, pre-flight checklists, getting aircraft ready, starting engines and getting ready to taxi." 

Capt. Mike Flocco from the 151st ARW Command Post has been integrally involved in the exercise on the operational side. His job is to monitor the aircrews, make sure they are in the right places and be accountable for everyone. 

"We give briefings on the scenario and the exercise runs its course," he explained. "We respond and adapt as necessary with our aircrews and airplanes." 

"A lot of agencies on base were gearing up and preparing for the exercise," continued Captain Flocco. "Some of the agencies involved include life support, supply, intel, wing plans, security forces, maintenance and command post." 

Due to the recent issues within the nuclear community, the active-duty Air Force has recently implemented "no-notice" inspections at nuclear bases. In response to the possibility the Guard may also implement short-notice inspections, the 151st ARW initiated this month's Tanker Strategic Aircraft Regeneration Team exercise. 

"It's important we learn lessons from the exercise, and we've already seen some mistakes," Col. Findlay, 151st ARW commander said. "Communication is always a problem...but we always learn new things every time." 

By late afternoon, the exercise has run its course with the generated aircraft and aircrews responding as required. Aircrew and support personnel alike are tired, but happy with yet another successful exercise. 

"Everyone worked effectively to accomplish the mission, and the agencies worked very well together," said Captain Flocco. "Nowadays, our nuclear mission is more critical than ever with the current global situation and escalation of world tensions."
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January 19, 2010

MEMORANDUM FOR: National Guard Bureau, NGB-PAC


ATTN: Air Force Media Contest


SUBJECT: Nomination for 2009 U.S. Air Force Print Journalist of the Year


1. It gives me great pleasure to nominate Maj. Kevin J. Hynes for the 2009 U.S. Air Force Print Journalist of the Year award from the Nebraska Air National Guard.


2. Maj. Kevin J. Hynes is an exceptional reporter, writer, photographer and editor. His contributions to the Nebraska National Guard Public Affairs Office’s efforts, both in the Army and Air National Guard arenas, have been immeasurable. In the past year, he has covered stories in France, the Czech Republic, Texas, and across the state of Nebraska. In all these assignments, his reporting, writing and photography was of the highest caliber. 


3. Along with his military and educational pursuits, Maj. Hynes is the full-time editor of the Nebraska National Guard’s Prairie Soldier newspaper and the deputy state public affairs officer. His duties include planning, writing, photography, editing, layout production of the bi-monthly newspaper. He also functions as the supervisor and mentor for the Nebraska National Guard’s traditional Air and Army National Guard journalists and photographers. 


4. When not serving at the Public Affairs Office, Maj. Hynes is actively involved in his community. This past year, he has served as a community volunteer while also being actively involved in his sons’ little league baseball and basketball programs, serving as assistant basketball coach. He is also actively involved in a number of  Elmwood-Murdock Elementary School parent mentorship programs, the local Cub Scouts council and is the local Webelos pack leader. 


5. Maj. Kevin J. Hynes is an outstanding representative of the Nebraska Air National Guard and the U.S. Air Force. I highly recommend him for the 2009 U.S. Air Force Military Print Journalist of the Year award.


6. For additional information, please contact Maj. Kevin Hynes, Joint Force Headquarters-Nebraska deputy state public affairs officer/Prairie Soldier editor at 402-309-7302, DSN 279-7302. His mailing address is 1300 Military Road, Lincoln, NE 68508-1090. FAX is 279-7310.
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State Public Affairs Officer
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Remains of Civil War Soldier return home on anniversary

By Senior Airman Jameel Moses



SHARPSBURG, Md. (Sept. 17, 2009) -- The remains of a Union Civil War Soldier found at the Antietam National Battlefield here will be buried today in his home state of New York on the 147th anniversary of the battle, the Civil War's bloodiest day.



The remains of the Soldier, believed to be between 17 and 19 years old when he was killed, were transferred Sept. 15 from the Antietam National Cemetery Lodge to the Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery in Schuylerville, N.Y. He will be buried with full military honors.



"It is right and fitting that today's citizen-Soldiers from New York state bring home this unknown New York volunteer of the Civil War," Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Taluto, the New York adjutant general, said. "The Soldier's Creed reminds all American Soldiers that we never leave a fallen comrade behind. This is a way for Soldiers of today to care for a fallen comrade from our past."



The New York National Guard accepted the transfer of the Soldier's remains from the Maryland National Guard, which also conducted the honors ceremony at Antietam.



The remains were escorted by the Patriot Guard Riders Association for the 330-mile trip to the New York State Military Museum, where they lie in repose today with a military honor guard.



"The majority of the men who came here and were killed, did not have the opportunity to go back home," said J.W. Howard, superintendent of the Antietam National Battlefield and Antietam National Cemetery. "In our national cemetery, there are over 1,500 unknown graves and you do not know who these young men were, and yet you knew they came here and made this sacrifice. The idea of being able to send him home was something the entire staff stood behind. It was the right thing to do."



The Soldier's remains were discovered by a hiker from Oklahoma who was walking along the battlefield last October.



The hiker was walking on a trail running through the Miller cornfield, where the bloodiest fighting of the 12-hour battle occurred, Howard said. A pile of dirt that a groundhog had dug caught his eye. After a closer look, the hiker realized what he had stumbled upon.



The remains included more than 400 bone fragments from 24 different bones, seven coat buttons, two New York state cuff buttons from the left sleeve, six trouser buttons, a leather strap and a belt buckle. They were placed into a box made by a carpenter at Antietam from a walnut tree cut down on the battlefield.



The uniform items will be buried along with the Soldier.



"We consider this to be a part of his uniform he was wearing when he died," Howard said. "They should be buried with him."
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Seahawks take flight with WADS
By 2nd lt. Casey Robbins
The Washington Air National Guard recognized three 2008 state annual award recipients from the Western Air Defense Sector for their hard work once again. This time they were given an incentive flight aboard a KC-135, from the 141st Air Refueling Wing, Fairchild Air Force Base, Spokane, Wash.
The event was hosted by Maj. Gen. Timothy Lowenberg, The Adjutant General, Washington Military Department; Brig. Gen. Gary Magonigle, The Assistant Adjutant General for Air, Washington Military Department; and Col. Paul Gruver, Commander, Western Air Defense Sector.
Prior to departure, WADS members were introduced to individuals from the local community, namely, four Seattle Seahawks. Master Sergeants Tammy Weber and David Rock, and Airman 1st Class Jordan Schaefer boarded the flight alongside Seahawks head coach Jim Mora, strength and conditioning coach Mike Clark, and tight ends John Carlson and Joe Newton.
The flight departed McChord Air Force Base, Wash. June 17, 8:55 a.m. and took off, headed towards the coast of central Oregon. Once they reached the western coast of central Oregon, the KC-135 rendezvoused with four F-15s for mid-air refueling.
Most of the members aboard the refueling flight were awestruck once the fighters began refueling, for obvious reasons.
“It was awesome watching the F-15s refuel. They looked so close, like you could reach out and touch them,” said Airman 1st Class Jordan Schaeffer.
“Meeting and spending some time with members of the Seahawks was a once in a lifetime opportunity,” said Master Sgt. Weber. “Watching their faces as they watched the refueling, visiting the cockpit, and seeing the F-15s flying alongside the tanker was priceless.”
After refueling, the KC-135 returned to McChord and the Seahawks spent time with the WADS members where they signed autographs and answered questions. At the end of the event
the Seahawks presented WADS Commander, Col. Gruver the 12th man flag signed by various members of the team.
The mid-air refueling flight was put together by the Washington State Air National Guard Headquarters, and used as an incentive for Washington state guardsmen to reward members for their increased efforts in 2008.
According to Master Sgt. Rock the incentive flight was more than an opportunity to fly around with professional athletes.
“The most rewarding part of the event was seeing all the different Washington state guard members come together to make an event like this so successful,” said Master Sgt Rock. “I have always been proud to represent WADS and to be the face of WADS when meeting members of the commu-nity such as the Seahawks means a lot.” 
Also on the flight were other members of the local community which included: Scott Brittan, Principal, Rogers High School; Gene Bowen, Head Football Coach, Rogers High School; Daniel Stetler, Cadet, Bethel High School ROTC; and Jason Terrill, Firefighter, Brownsburg Fire Department.
The incentive flight was a special moment for the WADS considering all three state annual award win-ners present were from the WADS. The event was especially significant to Col. Gruver.
“It was quite gratifying to see the rarefied elite of our nation’s athletes and coaches meet the very best men and women of our Washington Air National Guard…at 400 miles per hour, in an Air Guard tanker, surrounded by world class Air Guard F-15 fighters,” mused Col Gruver.
“The players and coaches were extraordinary gentlemen, and though few of us will ever know the thrill and power of an NFL gridiron, I’m not sure which group impressed the other more: my Guards-men or the NFL superstars!”

   




Awards banquet honors WADS’ many deserving recipients 
By 2nd Lt. Casey Robbins 
The 2008 Annual Awards Ceremony, prepared by the Western Air Defense Sector’s Top Three Association, was held Jan.11, 2009. Over two hundred airmen, family members and friends filled the banquet hall inside McChord’s Consolidated Club to pay tribute to 49 deserving airmen nominated by their supervisors for outstanding performance. The Sector’s annual
award recipients for 2008 were:
Airman First Class Jordan Schaefer, Airman
Master Sgt. David Rock, NCO
Master Sgt. Tammy Weber, SNCO
Airman First Class Brian Kulp, Enlisted Drill
Status Guardsman (DSG) Category I
Staff Sgt. Ericson Cereno, Honor Guard
Capt. John Weldon, Company Grade Officer
Capt. Lisa Dowling, CGO DSG
Mr. Carl Morgan, Civilian Category I
Ms. Cathy Wenzel, Civilian Category II
Also, the Sector had individuals compete and win at the state level:
Airman First Class Jordan Schaefer, Airman
Master Sgt. David Rock, NCO
Master Sgt. Tammy Weber, SNCO
Master Sgt. Allan Lawson, First Sergeant
Staff Sgt. Ericson Cereno, Honor Guard
One of many noteworthy 2008 success stories was Capt. John Weldon successfully calling in the first MQ-9 Reaper strike while deployed in Afghanistan. Special guests included WADS Honorary Commanders, past and present along with several civic leaders. Sponsors and contributors for the ceremony were Pierce Military and Business Alliance Members; Air Force Association; Les Schwab; USAA; The Museum of Flight; and Armed Forces Bank.
Mother and daughter duo, Tech. Sgt. Connie Ingvarsson and Staff Sgt. Melinda Ingvarsson both made it up on stage for being nominated for their respected awards making the night for the Ingvarsson family a special one.
Distinguished guests in attendance at the awards banquet included the guest speaker Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Wood, Command Senior Enlisted Leader for NORAD and United States Northern Command; Brig. Gen. Gary Magonigle, Commander, Washington Air National Guard; Col. Ed Piecek, Director of Staff, WA ANG; Col. William Flanigan, Commander, 446th Airlift Wing; Command Chief Master Sgt Charles Haley, WA ANG; Command Chief Master Sgt. Gloria Bennett 446th AW; Col. Paul Gruver, Commander and Col. Robert Ezelle, Vice Commander,  Western Air Defense Sector.
During his speech, Command Sgt. Maj. Wood highlighted major accomplishments in WADS’ commitment to excellence in 2008. His speech praised WADS for their ability to overcome obstacles during a time when our nation’s defense faces difficult challenges with the economy and rogue nations.
The ceremony began when WADS’ own Honor Guard posted the colors. Individual volunteers who supported the banquet include Chief Master Sgts. Bob Nichols and Trisha Almond served as emcees, Master Sgt. Marvin Shields Jr. sang the National Anthems, and Chaplain Lt. Col. Timothy McKenna gave the benediction. Staff Sergeant Charles Snyder provided the photography support. Sector Commander Colonel Gruver ended the banquet with closing comments praising his troops and their families for a job well done in 2008.
Editors Note: Since the WADS’ annual awards banquet, Mr. Carl Morgan - Civilian Category 1, and Capt John Weldon - Company Grade Officer competed at a higher level and were recognized by higher headquarters 1AF/CONR as annual award winners for their respected categories. Mr. Morgan and Capt Weldon will travel to Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. in late April to receive their awards and also go on from there to compete at the NORAD/NORTHCOM level.
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combat controllers


Guard’s elite force tests its mettle in war, peace

Photos and story by Master Sgt. Mike R. Smith


National Guard Bureau


TUCSON, Ariz. – The brute of a sergeant could pass for any of “those guys” in the military with whom you would not mess around.


Dressed from helmet to boot in battle gear, he races the night through desert brush and finds a guarded building set inside the curve of a hill. At its doorway, he catches his breath, and then runs inside to an eruption of gunfire and shouts.


What sets him apart from other “commando” types are the white CCT letters on his uniform, the antennas protruding from his rucksack and his status as a Citizen-Airman.


“When I deploy or do a mission I am among a team whose cohesion is good, but I’m the extra guy, I’m the combat controller,” Tech. Sgt. Steffano Guadagnuolo says about serving in the Oregon Air National Guard’s 125th Special Tactics Squadron (STS).


Guadagnuolo and a dozen other Air Guard combat controllers from Oregon and the Kentucky 123rd STS were training and testing equipment here in early May. They used combat scenarios to test new technology in a multitude of missions, and much of what happened was classified. But that’s their clandestine nature.


The Army has Rangers. The Navy has SEALS. But few outside the military can recall an Air Force combat controller when speaking of special operations. But in the Global War on Terrorism world of covert battles, to move offensively without a combat controller would be folly, officials say.


In the Air Guard, there is Guadagnuolo, a.k.a. “the Italian,” and about 50 more highly trained battlefield Airmen.


Day after day, Army, Navy and Marine Corps units embark on missions with these combat controllers in tow. These Airmen juggle a mastery of tactical prowess with the ability to control the flow of air traffic into and out of a battle space. Their moments unfold in direct enemy contact, sometimes under attack, but more often as the aggressor.


As is evident from war reports, they are in high demand.


Guadagnuolo, 38, came to America in the `90s after serving as an officer in the Italian military. It took him eight years as a U.S. Army infantryman and special operations diver to earn his citizenship and gain the skills needed to apply for a combat controller position.


He would settle for nothing else. “There’s no other job that compares,” said Guadagnuolo.


Whether high-altitude-parachuting with oxygen and a 100-pound pack or flying unmanned aerial vehicles, fielding questions from ground commanders for close air strikes, or infiltrating an area to mark out a runway, Guadagnuolo works an endless array of missions and problems.


After those are accomplished, he still faces endless proficiency training and adaptation to technology.


It takes the Air Force two years to train a combat controller. Less than 25 percent make the grade.


Those who “arrive” gain the physical resilience and knowledge to roll into a tactical employment with any Special Forces unit in the world. They are Federal Aviation Administration certified air traffic controllers with a deadly expertise in satellite- and laser-guided bombs, strafe and other air-to-ground weaponry. If that’s not enough, they are proficient in diving, parachuting and rappelling. And tasks they practice to a muscle memory change with the latest piece of technology.


Guadagnuolo is a new guy on the block, having completed his initial training two years ago. But he already helped advance the profession into emerging, domestic response missions.


Beyond the combat


One would think that an elite fighting force is used only during war – not so.


The concept of a combat controller assisting a state was only fully appreciated after Hurricane Katrina, historians say. There, the Kentucky and Oregon combat controllers responded to the disaster as the levies were still breaking. They managed landing zones and carried evacuees from their flooded homes to waiting helicopters. They controlled the overcrowded air space of one of the largest humanitarian airlift missions in the world.


Guadagnuolo jumped off a helicopter, into the winds of Hurricane Ike. He and a doctor searched a Texas disaster area for survivors. “I spent a day searching and found a football field where I set up a small air traffic control tower and called in air [evacuations],” he said.


In another disaster response mission, he and his team waded through neck-deep water in Oregon and brought Zodiac boats into the Pacific Northwest town of Vernonia to rescue 300 residents stranded by flooding and landslides. “We put our gear together in a matter of hours and were rolling.”


“More and more agencies and officials know of our capabilities in a disaster, and that role will increase,” said Maj. Dan Schilling, commander of the 125th STS, about special tactics squadrons, which can include pararescue and special operations weather team Airmen. Schilling said demands from the war and state missions are a “constant balancing act.”


As traditional Guardmembers, Schilling said their areas of operations are the states and territories, and they are proactive in their hurricane season planning, but they also play a vital role in the war. “We make a very concerted effort to put guys in the war, and it’s all on a voluntary basis,” he said. He added the squadron “never runs short of volunteers.”


The all familiar


Upon his arrival in Afghanistan in 2005, Tech. Sgt. Russ Lemay from the Kentucky Air Guard’s 123rd STS was greeted with bullets.


He supported a Canadian Special Forces unit in his first mission outside the wire. Bad people were gunning for him, but he managed to keep his cool, he said.


It turns out, the two-year pipeline, four-months of additional training and the combat-seasoned veterans at his squadron had him prepared.


He was where he worked so hard to be. “I was ready,” said Lemay. “I joined with the idea that combat controllers were affecting the war.”


In the Air Force, only a handful of combat controllers started with initial Guard enlistments like Lemay; the larger percentage served on active duty first. Most are highly decorated Airmen with washboard-size ribbon racks that often include Silver Star Medals and multiple Bronze Star Medals with Valor. If that’s not distinctive, their scarlet berets are.


Last summer, one of the Air Guard’s Airmen of the Year attended his award ceremony in Washington wearing his beret, but he also had a beard. The Oregon combat controller was on his way to Afghanistan. The beard would help him blend with the locals, he said.


Just desert


Training in Arizona, Schilling, Lemay, Guadagnuolo and the others navigated past cactus and thorn bushes using their night vision gear. They infiltrated another enemy position.


One Airman was calling in close air support on a radio. He called for a simulated laser-guided bomb to flatten the enemy position. Two A-10 attack aircraft circled overhead.


“Thirty seconds to impact,” said the field commander, squatting behind a cement barrier. They acted as an Army unit to train the radio operator in Joint Terminal Attack Control (JTAC).


Only qualified JTACs can call in aircraft for offensive, air-ground strikes, and they are in great demand overseas, said Senior Master Sgt. Nicholas Lowe, a seasoned combat controller at the Air Guard and Reserve Test Center in Tucson, Ariz.


“What we do here is find better ways to integrate air and ground forces so we can find targets, protect ourselves and support the units,” he said.


Lowe manages JTAC and its emerging technologies for the field. He said there are reasons few know about Air Guard combat controllers.


“They’re a small group, and the Air Force is not known for its ground mission,” he said. There’s the solo nature: “He is one guy who gets absorbed into missions,” he said. 

But Lowe noted their massive effect. “Look into the war’s battles, and you will find a combat controller there,” he said.


By the end of the night, the cactus and thorns the Airmen wandered through here had scraped up several arms and legs, but no one here was worse for wear.


A combat controller can take it.
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New “Warrior Airmen” exhibit opens at USAF Museum
By Capt. Lisa Dowli ng
Public Affairs
The Airman’s Creed promises that members of today’s Air Force will be the nation’s “sword and shield, its sentry defender and avenger.” That sentiment was duly reinforced  Jan.12, when the National Museum of the United States Air Force opened the “Warrior Airmen” exhibit. The newest addition to the museum honors how today’s fightfocused Air Force contributes to the global war on terrorism in Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.
The exhibit dedication took place after hours at the museum, which is located at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, where more than 200 people attended. Director of Air Force history and museums’ Dick Anderegg opened the ceremony by introducing dignitaries, donors, and a group of special guests – some of the “Warrior Airmen” represented in
mannequins and scenes in the exhibit.
“This exhibit shows how the Air Force has always been an adaptive service,” said Mr. Anderegg. “This is a testament to this adaptability and serves as an opportunity for future generations to see what we already know our Airmen are capable of accomplishing.”
Three sections including 18 mannequins and more than 400 artifacts make up this new exhibit. In one section entitled “Battlefield Airmen” Air Force special operators such as pararescuemen, tactical air controllers and combat weather Airmen are highlighted showcasing their involvement in the Battle of Takur Ghar. At this battle, Army, Navy, and Air Force service members fought an intense engagement against al-Qaeda and Taliban insurgents atop a 10,000 foot mountain in a remote region of Afghanistan. Many service members were wounded and killed during the battle.
A diorama displays a scene from this battle, with posed mannequins of five Airmen involved in a rescue mission of a Navy Seal who had fallen out of a helicopter. The display is backed by a 15-foot video screen playing recorded interviews from Airmen involved in the mission, letting them tell the harrowing story in their own words.
Another section, called “In the Air,” demonstrates how pilots and aircrews accomplish their missions. Touch-screen video monitors describe real world missions that provide close-air support, dropping bombs on targets and flying rescue operations.
In addition to the aforementioned sections, the museum houses various glass cases containing artifacts and wax figures of Airmen who were wounded in combat during Air Force ground operations are commemorated.
Mr. Anderegg explained what inspired this new exhibit which focuses on current and future operations.
“Courage,” began Mr. Anderegg. “Courage is the ability to act when you’re scared to death. That is what these Airmen here tonight showed,” said Mr. Anderegg. “To these brave Airmen, we dedicate this exhibit.”
Senior Master Sgt. Kevin Whalen, of the 111th Air Support Operations Center located at Camp Murray, Tacoma, Wash. was one of the Airman introduced at the opening of the exhibit. Sergeant Whalen has his own section which shows a figure of the warrior dressed in his full battle uniform during his combat deployment to Afghanistan. The uniform and equipment were donated by the 116th ASOS where Sergeant Whalen was assigned at the time of his deployment.
Sergeant Whalen received a Purple Heart medal for injuries he sustained in 2003 during a combat patrol mission in Afghanistan. His convoy was ambushed and he took a bullet to his left bicep. While tending to his severely bleeding arm, he assisted a fellow soldier with a wounded leg, then radioed for help. Sergeant Whalen called in AV-8s Harrier jets that had been diverted to another area earlier, to come and perform strafing runs on enemy fighters, saving the lives of everyone in the convoy.
“Washington State is loaded with ‘Battlefield Airmen’ who are highly decorated and well known,” said Sergeant Whalen acknowledging respect for his fellow comrades.
Other items displayed at this exhibit are some of the shrapnel that was taken from his arm when he was wounded during the ambush; his dented pocket multi-tool that was shot off of his belt; and a replica Purple Heart medal. Sergeant Whalen gave his original Purple Heart he had received to an Afghani soldier who was also wounded during that same ambush.
“The motto of this museum is ‘We are the Keepers of Their Stories’,” said retired Maj Gen Charles Metcalf. “Many museums focus on the past and we do that job well. But this is contemporary history. Focus on the bare walls because our legacy lives on to our sons and daughters to create the next chapter.”






WADS own shine at Safeco


News


By 2nd lt. Casey roBBins


PuBliC aFFairs oFFiCer


In attendance 
for the game 
were 31,966 fans, 
including many 
servicemen and 
women from the 
Army, Air Force, 
Navy, Marines, and 
Coast Guard active 
duty, National Guard 
and Reserve.


The Seattle 
Mariners went above 
and beyond to show 
their appreciation 
by allowing military 
members that 
were recognized 
for outstanding 
performance in 2008, 
to participate in the 
pregame activities. 
This included five 
members from the 
Western Air Defense 
Sector (WADS). 
Pregame activities 
included plaque 
presentations, a 


T he Seattle Mariners showed their appreciation to 
military members and their families on April 18, 
2009. The Mariners afforded military families 


inexpensive tickets to the baseball game against the Detroit 
Tigers that created a fond night of  memories. 


Five members of the Western Air Defense Sector were invited to participate in the pregame 
ceremonies during the Seattle Mariners’ Salute to Armed Forces Night at Safeco field. The WADS 
members, standing alongside the third baseline during the pregame festivities, from left to right 
are Staff Sgt. Ericson Cereno, Airman First Class Jordan Schaefer, Master Sgt. David Rock, Master 
Sgt. Tammy Weber, Capt. John Weldon.


Photos by 2nd Lt. Casey Robbins
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ceremonial drill and admittance on the field during the 
thirty minutes prior to the Mariners taking the field.


The military participants were called out by group, 
allowing WADS its own distinguished entrance onto the 
field. Representing WADS were many of  the Sector’s 
2008 award state award winners:


Airman First Class Jordan Schaefer, Airman
Master Sgt. David Rock, NCO
Master Sgt. Tammy Weber, SNCO
Staff  Sgt. Ericson Cereno, Honor Guard
Capt. John Weldon, Company Grade Officer


 “My favorite part was the feeling I got when all the 
fans were standing up applauding us for our service,” 
said Airman 1st Class Jordan Schaefer. “It sent shivers 
down my back.”


Once the acclamation subsided after formal 
introductions, WADS members took their place along 
the third baseline where they were met by the visiting 
Tigers.


“It was really cool to see the players’ reaction to us,” 
said Airman Schaefer. “They were very thankful for what 
we’re doing and seemed very appreciative.”


Athletes from both teams greeted the men and 
women in uniform along the baselines and socialized 
for about five minutes, which led up to the Joint Forces 
Color Guard performance. This experience, along with 
the constant cheers of  the fans, was a special moment 


for the military participants.
“I really appreciated the 


fact that the public was there 
at Safeco to support us,” said 
Master Sgt. David Rock. “That 
was a rewarding feeling.”


WADS members stood 
shoulder to shoulder with the 
Tigers while the Joint Forces 
Color Guard performed in center 
field. As the colors and flags 
of  each service were ushered 
onto the field, the fans rose to 
their feet to pay their respect. 
The Joint Forces Color Guard’s 
awe-inspiring demonstration was 
a technical drill which consisted 
of  flawless marching. Following 
the performance was a moment 
of  silence, taps, and the National 
Anthem.


When the National Anthem 
was finished the military 


participants were prompted to clear the field and make 
their way to their seats. Most of  the seats that WADS 
members enjoyed were generously donated to the unit by 
the Pierce Business Military Alliance - an indispensable 
partner within the Sector’s community.


A special event that took place during the game was 
the singing of  “God Bless America” by WADS’ own 
Master Sgt. Marvin Shields, Jr. Preceding the typical 
seventh inning stretch routine of  “Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game” and “Louie, Louie,” Master Sgt. Shields 
eloquently sang “God Bless America” which was well 
received by the fans.


“The opportunity to sing in front of  thousands is 
a blessing,” said Sergeant Shields. “I love to sing and 
represent the military. It is rewarding to be patriotic and 
inspiring to others.”


After all of  the military recognition and special 
tributes were completed, it still wasn’t enough to help 
the Mariners defeat the Tigers. The Mariners lost the 
game 0-2 and also lost the three game series, two games 
to one. Although the Mariners were short of  offensive 
firepower it didn’t prevent WADS members from a 
having fun experience and making fond memories.


 “My favorite part of  the night was seeing all of  the 
different services together in one place and knowing that 
we all have one common goal: defend our nation,” said 
Sergeant Rock reminiscently.


During the seventh inning stretch, Master Sgt. Marvin Shields, Jr. performed “God Bless 
America” in front of 31,966 fans. The performance capped a night of recognition and 
acclamation for military members and their families. 
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WADS own shine at Safeco
By 2nd Lt. Casey Robbins
The Seattle Mariners showed their appreciation to military members and their families on April 18, 2009. The Mariners afforded military families inexpensive tickets to the baseball game against the Detroit Tigers that created a fond night of memories.
In attendance for the game were 31,966 fans, including many servicemen and women from the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard active duty, National Guard and Reserve.
The Seattle Mariners went above and beyond to show their appreciation by allowing military members that were recognized for outstanding performance in 2008, to participate in the pregame activities. This included five members from the Western Air Defense Sector (WADS). Pregame activities included plaque presentations, a ceremonial drill and admittance on the field during the thirty minutes prior to the Mariners taking the field.
The military participants were called out by group, allowing WADS its own distinguished entrance onto the field. Representing WADS were many of the Sector’s 2008 award state award winners:
Airman First Class Jordan Schaefer, Airman Master Sgt. David Rock, NCO Master Sgt. Tammy Weber, SNCO Staff Sgt. Ericson Cereno, Honor Guard Capt. John Weldon, Company Grade Officer
“My favorite part was the feeling I got when all the fans were standing up applauding us for our service,” said Airman 1st Class Jordan Schaefer. “It sent shivers down my back.”
Once the acclamation subsided after formal introductions, WADS members took their place along the third baseline where they were met by the visiting Tigers.
“It was really cool to see the players’ reaction to us,” said Airman Schaefer. “They were very thankful for what we’re doing and seemed very appreciative.”
Athletes from both teams greeted the men and women in uniform along the baselines and socialized for about five minutes, which led up to the Joint Forces Color Guard performance. This experience, along with the constant cheers of the fans, was a special moment for the military participants.
“I really appreciated the fact that the public was there at Safeco to support us,” said Master Sgt. David Rock. “That was a rewarding feeling.”
WADS members stood shoulder to shoulder with the Tigers while the Joint Forces Color Guard performed in center field. As the colors and flags of each service were ushered onto the field, the fans rose to their feet to pay their respect. The Joint Forces Color Guard’s awe-inspiring demonstration was a technical drill which consisted of flawless marching. Following the performance was a moment of silence, taps, and the National Anthem. 
When the National Anthem was finished the military participants were prompted to clear the field and make their way to their seats. Most of the seats that WADS members enjoyed were generously donated to the unit by the Pierce Business Military Alliance - an indispensable partner within the Sector’s community.
A special event that took place during the game was the singing of “God Bless America” by WADS’ own Master Sgt. Marvin Shields, Jr. Preceding the typical seventh inning stretch routine of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” and “Louie, Louie,” Master Sgt. Shields eloquently sang “God Bless America” which was well received by the fans.
“The opportunity to sing in front of thousands is a blessing,” said Sergeant Shields. “I love to sing and represent the military. It is rewarding to be patriotic and inspiring to others.” 
After all of the military recognition and special tributes were completed, it still wasn’t enough to help the Mariners defeat the Tigers. The Mariners lost the game 0-2 and also lost the three game series, two games to one. Although the Mariners were short of offensive firepower it didn’t prevent WADS members from a having fun experience and making fond memories.
“My favorite part of the night was seeing all of the different services together in one place and knowing that we all have one common goal: defend our nation,” said Sergeant Rock reminiscently.




Fallen Nebraskan memorialized in Norman village

By Maj. Kevin Hynes
Editor

LE MESNIL ROUXELIN, France – For a few moments, July 17, retired Col. James A. Huston was no longer a 91-year-old World War II veteran.
Instead, the former intelligence and operations officer from the 3rd Battalion, 134th Infantry Regiment, was once again a 26-year-old first lieutenant leading a group of people through the tangled hedgerows of Normandy in search of a special objective, just as he had 65 years earlier.
Unfortunately, much had changed over the decades. Many of the hedgerows had been removed to give the local French farmers more room to plant their crops. New houses and gardens have sprouted on what in July 1944 was a bloody, confused battlefield that would become remembered by the survivors as “Bloody Sunday.”
On this morning the sounds of battle were no longer present. Instead, the sounds of peace – passing cars, twittering birds, mooing dairy cattle, barking dogs – replaced the sounds of machineguns, mortar shells and artillery explosions.
Walking down a lane, Huston looked around, trying to make sense of the modernity. To his side, one of his French guides pointed toward a lane approximately 100 yards away. Looking at his guide, Huston said sternly with the directness of a 26-year-old infantry officer: “No, it wasn’t down there. It was right here… right here up this lane.”
His guide tried once again to point down the lane, explaining that his objective couldn’t have been where Huston was pointing because of what had most likely been at this location in 1944.
“I’m telling you I know where I’m at, where I was at back then and it’s right up there, “ he said, pointing at a driveway that wrapped around a shuttered Norman house.
“But this is private property,” the guide protested. “We can’t go up there.”
“It was private property the last time I was here, too, and that didn’t seem to bother the homeowners,” he said, smiling with quick wide grin.
Then, with a swiftness that belied his advanced age, Huston moved up the driveway and disappeared around the house. A few moments later, the rest of the contingent followed.
Standing in a shaded garden, Huston took a few moments for his eyes to adjust to the filtered light of the surrounding hedges and trees and then, looking outward from the fenced yard, he smiled quickly. Pointing first with his cane and then with his finger, he turned back to companions and announced: “Right there.” 
“I was set up under that tree. And over there… over near that hedgerow...”Huston said, using his hand to indicate a second hedgerow about 50 yards in front of ‘his’ tree as he turned to talk to a particular member of his ‘patrol,’ “… that is where your dad was hit.”
Huston’s traveler was Neal Thomsen, 79, from Indianapolis, Ind. His father was the late Lt. Col. Alfred Thomsen of Omaha, Neb., who had commanded Huston’s battalion, part of the 134th Infantry Regiment, 35th Infantry Division, in July 1944 when the organization fought  to liberate the strategically critical St. Lo, France. 
During the bloody and confused July 15-18, 1944 battle, nearly one out of every three regimental Soldiers had been either killed or severely wounded.
It was Nebraska National Guard regiment’s first taste of combat. It would not be its last.
After helping take the city on July 18, 1944, the regiment spend several days defending St. Lo from a near constant onslaught of German artillery and mortar shells, before it was ordered south toward the Vire River to protect the flanks of Lt. Gen. George Patton’s 3rd U.S. Army, which was already cutting through the German defenses into the Brittany peninsula, part of an effort that would eventually place the German defenders in an unsustainable pocket between the American and British and Canadian armies. 
That is what had taken Thomsen’s battalion to Conde-sur-Vire on July 30, 1944. It was here that Thomsen was mortally wounded when a German artillery round exploded above his command post as his battalion fought a bloody engagement against the entrenched Germans that would long be remember by the survivors as ‘Bloody Sunday.’ 
Thomsen died 16 days later in England from a blood clot.
Nearly 65 years later, Thomsen’s sacrifice was memorialized in granite when the tiny village of Le Mesnil Rouxelin, a tiny hamlet of about 550 that lay on the right-hand border of the 134th’s Infantry Regiment route into St. Lo, unveiled a monument in memory of the fallen Nebraska Guard commander.
“Lieutenant Colonel Thomsen was a hard man, but brave; respected and admired by his men, always implied with an accurate sense of duty,” said Andree Chan, president of the current 35th Division Association in Normandy who was instrumental in getting the memorial to Thomsen created. “The admiration by his men is so deep that they informed us of their wish that an homage is owed to him here where he saved the battalion from a possible massacre without taking his life into account.”
“This very important hero among heroes has sacrificed his life for our liberty,” said Chan, who, as a young girl hid with her parents as the battle raged near their home near St. Lo in 1944. On the late afternoon of July 17, 2009, she addressed a crowd of several hundred people who had gathered in a drizzling rain near the town square to dedicate the granite memorial standing beneath the French and American national colors and a field of waist-high corn. “The honor given to him today is more than justified.”
The mayor of Le Mesnil Rouxelin agreed, saying that the men of the 134th Infantry Regiment that Thomsen led helped end four years of terror at the hands of their German occupiers.
“During four years of trying to obey the orders of the enemy invaders, we were deprived of the liberties of cars, radios, but also food, clothes and most of all… freedom,” said Roland Lerouge. “For four terrible years, until the sixth of June 1944, we waited.”
“This period of our history will remain forever in our memory and will be commemorated every single year,” Larouge said. “The fights were awful and murderous. Step by step you conquered back our land. And for our city, thanks for the 35th Division (Santa Fe) we got back our freedom.”
For Neal Thomsen, who was 14 when he opened a telegram informing his family of their Soldier’s death, it was a moment he’d waited to see for much of his life.
“This may sound funny, but he’s at peace now,” said a visibly moved Thomsen, who had been near tears as he thank the villagers for the honor given to his father. “This brings closure to what I didn’t know about his passing. He’s got the monument he’s waited for for 65 years.”
Huston was also visibly moved by the memorial.
“In dedicating this monument to the memory of Colonel Thomsen, we dedicate ourselves to the principles for which he fought and died,” Huston told the assembled crowd. “He was the embodiment of bravery, of a sense of purpose, a sense of humor. And those principles and those traditions honor both his family and all of the Soldiers who served with him.”
Prior to the late afternoon ceremony, Thomsen spent most of the day touring some of the significant sites of the 134th Infantry Regiment’s battle into and out of St. Lo in July 1944 with Huston. For Huston in particular, the day’s events were extremely meaningful. A native of Indiana, he had not only served as the fallen commander’s intelligence officer, but had developed a friendship with the Nebraska Guardsman during their training in the United States and England.
Huston remembered his former commander as not only a brave Soldier, but also as a man who loved to invent things and tell jokes. 
“He loved to sit around and exchange stories… jokes,”  said Huston, who after the war,  became a noted historian and wrote extensively about Thomsen in his 1950 book “Biography of a Battalion.” 
“He had this thick notebook and any good joke he ever heard, he would put it down. Then he and the executive officer would sit around and talk. We would say that they sounded like two old maids chit-chatting back and forth.”
In Huston’s book, he also recalled how Thomsen, who served as a blacksmith for the Union Pacific railroad in Omaha before the war, loved to invent things. For example, he developed away to send messages up to a truck from a jeep during a convoy by devising a stick with a clothespin. He also created his own clothing.
“Disgusted with the perpetual shortness of raincoats, he obtained two of the waterproof garments and had the lower half of the second sewed onto the bottom of the first,” Huston wrote in Biography of a Battalion. “It fell all the way to the heels of his shoes; when he wore it he looked as though he were peering out of the tope of a pyramidal tent.”
“The men would refer to things of the Colonel’s in making comparisons in the superlative: an especially large tent or balloon was ‘as big as Colonel Thomsen’s raincoat’; a massive pack or bulky load was ‘as heavy as Colonel Thomsen’s bed roll’; a big collection of papers was ‘as thick as Colonel Thomsen’s notebook’…”
At one point during their tour of the battlefield, Huston directed Thomsen and his wife Doris along the road where Thomsen had led his battalion into its first battle on July 15, 1944. Also following along were Brig. Gen. David Petersen, current assistant commander of the 35th Infantry Division, and seven members of a Nebraska Army Guard color guard from the 1-134th Cavalry Squadron (Reconnaissance and Surveillance) who had traveled to France to represent the current historical lineage holders of the 134th Infantry Regiment.
According to Huston, the 3-134th Infantry had initially moved into position on the outskirts of Villiers Fossard to relieve two battalions of the 29th Infantry Division’s 115th Infantry Regiment. 
On the morning of July 15, 1944, 3-134th Infantry held the line as the regiment’s two other battalions passed by to launch the attack toward Hill 122, a prominent plateau overlooking St. Lo that the German’s had turned into a key observation point that had allowed them to defeat several earlier American attacks.
Several hours later, the battle was already raging and casualties were mounting  when Thomsen received the order to move forward. Within a short distance down the road, however, Huston said the battalion realized that the German defenders  were now moving in to cut off the offensive. 
Nearing a bend in the road, barely a football field length away from the start of the march, the battalion began receiving incoming artillery rounds. Huston said he was sent forward with several other Soldiers to see what lay in front of them.
Climbing atop a hedge he saw Germans moving in the fields in front of them.
Huston said he soon received a message that Thomsen was impatient and had ordered the battalion forward. Rounding the bend, the battalion – which was marching along in a column on either side of the road – suddenly saw a German tank move out of the field in front of them. As the rest of the battalion scrambled for cover, Thomsen jumped up into a raised meadow, pulled out his .45 caliber pistol and fired five bullets at the tank.
“…And the tank turned around and fled,” said Huston.
Because the battalion was spread out on the road and was in danger of running into a potentially disastrous ambush against tanks, the executive officer – who was now out of contact with Thomsen – ordered the battalion to return to its starting point. 
Thomsen would finally make his way back to the battalion command post several hours later after crawling through the frontlines under near constant bombardment. He then called the regimental and division headquarters – which were insisting upon a resumption of the attack – and insisted that the Germans were still in front of them very much in force. 
Without American tank support, he argued, the attack would be suicidal.
“He was never afraid of anything and he had a sense of purpose,” said Huston. “When he was given an objective, he tended to reach the objective and people never questioned his judgment.”
“He looked out for us,” he added. “If he received an order that was not practical because of the situation, he always wanted to know what we were doing for reconnaissance. He would protect us that way.”
In the end, Thomsen won the argument, gaining permission to delay the attack until the next morning when armored support arrived.
According to Neal Thomsen, having the opportunity to spend time with Huston was an experience of a lifetime.
“It gives me a sense of closure after 65 years of not knowing the details that I’m now getting. It’s quite an experience,” he said. 
Thomsen said he was equally impressed by the citizens of the French communities he visited.
“I’ve got a greater appreciation for what the French citizens suffered and gained as a result of what we did,” he said. 
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nosed with medulloblastoma, a highly 
malignant brain tumor that causes 
painful headaches.


 John Evans and Capt. Darrin Haas 
were eager to meet six-year-old Evan, 
who is from South Carolina, after hear-
ing about his heartbreaking battle with 
the highly aggressive disease.


Evan’s headaches began the week 
of Thanksgiving 2008. Rachel and 
Alex Pertile, his mother and father, are 
both physicians and knew right away 
the headaches were not normal. Alex 
rushed his son to the emergency room, 
while Rachel stayed home with Evan’s 


Story by Air Force Staff Sgt. Robin Olsen
Photos by John Evans


cancer
         Soldiers show support  


  for six-year-old boy with


RACHEL and Alex Pertile have 
secretly paid for the meals of 
servicemembers when they see 


them out with their families in local 
restaurants. It was their way to show 
thanks to the men and women who 
serve in the armed forces. They never 
imagined the favor would be returned 
in such an inspiring way. 


On the morning of May 21, two 
members of the Tennessee National 
Guard Joint Force Headquarters public 
affairs staff went to the St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in Memphis 
to meet Evan Pertile, who was diag-


three brothers. 
No one at the hospital that night 


was qualified to interpret the com-
puted tomography, or CT scans, Evan 
received, so Alex did it himself and was 
devastated by the results. “I had to look 
twice.”


His son had a four-centimeter 
brain tumor in his cerebellum. 


Evan was taken to a hospital in 
Charleston, S.C., for surgery to remove 
the tumor. After the tumor was re-
moved, further scans indicated a hard-
to-treat variant of the disease, which 
brought Evan, Rachel and Alex to St. 
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Evan sits on a bench at St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital in 
Memphis, Tenn., waiting for his 
Soldier friends to arrive.
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Jude’s Children’s Hospital two days 
later. Scans there showed that some of 
the tumor was still inside Evan’s brain. 
He had to undergo surgery a second 
time, followed by craniospinal radia-
tion therapy.


In January, Rachel returned to 
South Carolina to spend a few days 
with her other children, while Alex 
stayed in Memphis. 


On the plane home, Rachel met 
a woman named Brenda Bowen, who 
works at Fort Leavenworth. Brenda saw 
Rachel crying as the plane prepared 
for takeoff. Bowen comforted Rachel, 
listening to her speak about her son’s 
battle with cancer. 


Evan has a Web page at caring-
bridge.org, a site helping people to 
connect with others during a critical 
illness. 


“She told me about her son and 
how he loves Soldiers, and I thought, ‘I 
bet I can get a few Soldiers to send him 
messages,’” said Bowen.


 “I really felt like she would post 
on his Web site and that would be 
that. I had no idea all that she would 
do or the ball that would start rolling. 
Within 24 hours, members of the mili-
tary started posting on his Web site,” 
said Rachel.


 Evan beamed with excitement 
when he saw the initial messages from 
servicemembers. “All day long, Evan 
and his dad carried a laptop around 
and read the guestbook,” Rachel said.


Thousands of posts are now on 
Evan’s site and through their entries, 
teams of supporters assure him that he 
has the strength to overcome obstacles. 
The messages come from people who 
live all over the United States and the 
world, and from every branch of the 
military.


“Everyone wants to make sure Evan 
is OK,” said Alex.


“There are a significant number of 
messages that have been posted,” said 
Col. Bob Burns, the director of the 
Center for Army Tactics at the Com-
mand and General Staff College. “It 
grows like these things do, and guys in 
Iraq have started leaving notes as well.”


Evan shares a meal with Staff Sgt. Terrance Wright at his 
favorite restaurant.


Evan munches down on a bite of chips and queso.
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In addition to the messages, Evan 
has received his own Army combat 
uniform, complete with patches and 
a beret. Burns even sent him his own 
colonel’s rank to wear on his new 
uniform.


Soon, Evan began receiving care 
packages. Lt. Gen. William Caldwell, 
commander of the Combined Arms 
Center at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 
made Evan an honorary Soldier. 


“It’s all just been phenomenal,” said 
Rachel. Many servicemembers have vis-
ited Evan and his family at the hospital. 
A group of servicemembers even came 
to his birthday party. 


Evan has received many other 


gifts from visitors. Gifts from TNNG 
Headquarters included a Frisbee, a 
grenade-shaped stress ball, a baseball 
and football that were both signed by 
Soldiers and Airmen, a National Guard 
T-shirt, and a replica National Guard 
racecar.


“Evan has received a lot of coins 
from Soldiers across the country,” said 
Haas. 


Staff Sgt. Terrance Wright, an 
Army recruiter in Memphis was also 
there with Haas and Evans on the visit 
in May. “I try to visit once a week, but 
I call every day,” he said.


After their visit at the hospital, 
Haas, Evans and Wright went with 


“ I ’ v e 
been thinking 


about you each and 
every day,” said Bowen on 


Evan’s Caring Bridge page. 
“Grab your boot straps 
and be the Soldier you 


were meant to be.” 


Evan sits on his dad’s lap to get his blood pressure checked during a routine checkup.


Evan to eat at one of Evan’s favorite 
restaurants. “We played tic-tac-toe 
and every time he lost, he had to eat a 
french fry,” said Wright.


Evan will have to undergo nine to 
12 months of chemotherapy and six 
weeks of radiation therapy before he 
can go home to stay.


“Evan has started saying, ‘Mom, 
you’re strong, but I’m Army Strong,’” 
said Rachel. In March, Evan received 
four rounds of chemotherapy. 


“I’ve been thinking about you each 
and every day,” said Bowen on Evan’s 
Caring Bridge page. “Grab your boot 
straps and be the Soldier you were 
meant to be.” v





		16418-30















NEWS FEATURE

Stars alight Guard's 4th annual Youth ChalleNGe night


By Master Sgt. Mike R. Smith

National Guard Bureau

WASHINGTON (2/25/09) – The teen wore a military-style, grey uniform similar to the garb of dozens of other teens around him.

They crowded the lower lobby of the J.W. Marriott Hotel last night, obviously overwhelmed by the attention they were getting.

"There's Dale Earnhardt," said the teen. "No, way," said another, his eyes scanning the crowd.

Yes, there was an amazing turn out of celebrities, elected officials and military leadership gathered for the National Guard’s Fourth Annual ChalleNGe Champions Gala.

Still, almost everyone said the real stars were the more than 100 Youth ChalleNGe cadets, who shared their stories and dined with them.

These cadets represented more than 84,000 young people who climbed out of a pit of trouble to graduate from Youth ChalleNGe through counseling and training on being productive, employed and law-abiding citizens. The National Guard started it in 1993.

"Tonight's business is about thanking those young people and their sacrifice to get their lives turned around and back in shape," said Gen. Craig McKinley, chief of the National Guard Bureau. "We congratulate the cadets who are here and all those who are at home."

Youth ChalleNGe focuses on the more than 1.2 million kids who drop out of high school every year, putting them at risk for drug use, gang violence and abusive relationships, said its officials.

Its in-residence camp and long-term, community mentorship thereafter helps youth find the structure and knowledge needed to realize their potentials.

Television celebrities Kerri Turner (JAG) and Kelly Perdew (The Apprentice), NASCAR drivers Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Jeff Gordon, and country music singer Julianne Hough, were among the star power behind the sold-out event.

The crowd of more than 1,000 dinner guests honored three program supporters, including California Adjutant General Maj. Gen. William Wade, Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry and Robertson Aviation's John Rawling (deceased).

"This award is really about [all the cadets] because you have the courage to dream, you have the courage to believe in yourself and you have the courage to achieve," said Wade.

Wade earned the program's adjutant general award. Officials said he was instrumental in securing funding for a second "Grizzly ChalleNGe" program in his state. Wade also attended and addressed many graduation ceremonies and worked to bring national and state attention to the program, said officials.

Arthur Cabral, 16, from Cyprus, Calif., was among several cadets who listened to Wade's words of encouragement. "My troubles started around my eighth grade year," he said. "I had turned to partying and drugs ... I disappointed the people who cared about me."

Cabral turned to California's Sunburst Youth ChalleNGe Academy for help.

"I was tired of being thought of as someone who wasn't going to make it, so I changed my ways," he said.

Now, he said, his future hopes are to receive a commission as a Marine Corps officer. "I've tried my best at everything they have thrown at me, and I've done my best, and then some," he said. Cabral will soon graduate the 18-month program.

In his state of Oklahoma, Gov. Henry said he had witnessed the difference Youth ChalleNGe makes. "I have seen kids, headed to prison or going to end up dead, who were willing, and had the courage, to take that chance because someone was willing to give them that chance," he said. "They turned their lives around."

Henry was selected as the year's top supporting governor from 27 states and Puerto Rico that run ChalleNGe programs. "One of my missions is to see every state have at least one program, and I want to bring more to Oklahoma."

Clarence Wesley Jones, a Georgia cadet from the Fort Gordon Youth ChalleNGe Academy, told the audience how he escaped local gangs through the program. He said he changed his perspective from becoming a high school dropout and gang-banger to working toward being an airline pilot.

"I like being respected for my abilities and my accomplishments," he said. "I will always be grateful to Youth ChalleNGe for the chance they gave me."

For a bit of entertainment, there was Hough and Kelly Pickler, a former American Idol contestant, who both sang signature country songs. Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Jeff Gordon as well as IndyCar Series driver Dan Wheldon were on stage to auction off two special VIP auto racing trips that brought in tens of thousands of dollars in donations to the non-profit Youth ChalleNGe Foundation.

"The foundation that we are supporting here tonight is a big deal and a great honor," said Earnhardt. "It's great to see all the lives that will change in the future, and it's an important part of the National Guard."

Along with other auctioned items, more than $125,000 was donated to the foundation's public awareness, scholarships, higher education and job development work.

For more information on Youth ChalleNGe, go to: www.ngycp.org.
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Feature


Seahawks take flight
with WADS


By 2nd lt. Casey roBBins


PuBliC aFFairs oFFiCer


The Washington Air National Guard 
recognized three 2008 state annual award 
recipients from the Western Air Defense 


Sector for their hard work once again. This time 
they were given an incentive flight aboard a KC-135, 
from the 141st Air Refueling Wing, Fairchild Air 
Force Base, Spokane, Wash. 


The event was hosted by Maj. Gen. Timothy 
Lowenberg, The Adjutant General, Washington 
Military Department; Brig. Gen. Gary Magonigle, 
The Assistant Adjutant General for Air, Washington 
Military Department; and Col. Paul Gruver, Com-
mander, Western Air Defense Sector.


Prior to departure, WADS members were in-
troduced to individuals from the local community, 
namely, four Seattle Seahawks. Master Sergeants 
Tammy Weber and David Rock, and Airman 1st 
Class Jordan Schaefer boarded the flight along-
side Seahawks head coach Jim Mora, strength and 
conditioning coach Mike Clark, and tight ends John 
Carlson and Joe Newton. 


The flight departed McChord Air Force Base, 
Wash. June 17, 8:55 a.m. and took off, headed 
towards the coast of  central Oregon. Once they 
reached the western coast of  central Oregon, the 


KC-135 rendezvoused with four F-15s for mid-air 
refueling. 


Most of  the members aboard the refueling flight 
were awestruck once the fighters began refueling, 
for obvious reasons. 


“It was awesome watching the F-15s refuel. They 
looked so close, like you could reach out and touch 
them,” said Airman 1st Class Jordan Schaeffer.


 “Meeting and spending some time with mem-
bers of  the Seahawks was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity,” said Master Sgt. Weber. “Watching 
their faces as they watched the refueling, visiting the 
cockpit, and seeing the F-15s flying alongside the 
tanker was priceless.”


After refueling, the KC-135 returned to 
McChord and the Seahawks spent time with the 
WADS members where they signed autographs 
and answered questions. At the end of  the event 
the Seahawks presented WADS Commander, 
Col. Gruver the 12th man flag signed by various 
members of  the team.


The mid-air refueling flight was put together by 
the Washington State Air National Guard Headquar-
ters, and used as an incentive for Washington state 
guardsmen to reward members for their increased 


6        Skywatch/Fall-Winter 09          







efforts in 2008. 
According to Master Sgt. Rock the incentive 


flight was more than an opportunity to fly around 
with professional athletes.


“The most rewarding part of  the event was 
seeing all the different Washington state guard 
members come together to make an event like this 
so successful,” said Master Sgt Rock. “I have always 
been proud to represent WADS and to be the face 
of  WADS when meeting members of  the commu-
nity such as the Seahawks means a lot.” 


Also on the flight were other members of  the 
local community which included: Scott Brittan, 
Principal, Rogers High School; Gene Bowen, Head 
Football Coach, Rogers High School; Daniel Stetler, 
Cadet, Bethel High School ROTC; and Jason Terrill, 


Firefighter, Brownsburg Fire Department.
The incentive flight was a special moment for the 


WADS considering all three state annual award win-
ners present were from the WADS. The event was 
especially significant to Col. Gruver.


“It was quite gratifying to see the rarefied elite of  
our nation’s athletes and coaches meet the very best 
men and women of  our Washington Air National 
Guard…at 400 miles per hour, in an Air Guard 
tanker, surrounded by world class Air Guard F-15 
fighters,” mused Col Gruver.


“The players and coaches were extraordinary 
gentlemen, and though few of  us will ever know the 
thrill and power of  an NFL gridiron, I’m not sure 
which group impressed the other more:  my Guards-
men or the NFL superstars!”


Members of the Seattle Seahawks and members of the Western Air Defense Sector pose for a 
picture following an incentive flight mid-air refuel aboard a KC-135. Pictured clockwise from 
left to right is Col. Paul Gruver, Mike Clark, John Carlson, Joe Newton, Jim Mora, Master Sgt. 
Tammy Weber, Airman 1st Class Jordan Schaefer, and Master Sgt. David Rock. Background 
photo, refueling mission during incentive flight.


Photos by Tech.  Sgt. Douglas Olson/194 RSW
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By  2nd lt. Casey roBBins


PuBliC aFFairs oFFiCer


T he 2008 Annual Awards Ceremony, prepared 
by the Western Air Defense Sector’s Top 
Three Association, was held Jan.11, 2009. Over 


two hundred airmen, family members and friends filled 
the banquet hall inside McChord’s Consolidated Club to 
pay tribute to 49 deserving airmen nominated by their 
supervisors for outstanding performance. The Sector’s annual 
award recipients for 2008 were:


Airman First Class Jordan Schaefer, Airman
Master Sgt. David Rock, NCO
Master Sgt. Tammy Weber, SNCO
Airman First Class Brian Kulp, Enlisted Drill
    Status Guardsman (DSG) Category I
Staff  Sgt. Ericson Cereno, Honor Guard
Capt. John Weldon, Company Grade Officer
Capt. Lisa Dowling, CGO DSG
Mr. Carl Morgan, Civilian Category I
Ms. Cathy Wenzel, Civilian Category II


Also, the Sector had individuals compete and win at the 
state level:


Airman First Class Jordan Schaefer, Airman
Master Sgt. David Rock, NCO
Master Sgt. Tammy Weber, SNCO
Master Sgt. Allan Lawson, First Sergeant 
Staff  Sgt. Ericson Cereno, Honor Guard


One of  many noteworthy 2008 success stories was 
Capt. John Weldon successfully calling in the first MQ-9 
Reaper strike while deployed in Afghanistan. Special guests 
included WADS Honorary Commanders, past and present 
along with several civic leaders. Sponsors and contributors 
for the ceremony were Pierce Military and Business Alliance 
Members; Air Force Association; Les Schwab; USAA; The 
Museum of  Flight; and Armed Forces Bank. 


Mother and daughter duo, Tech. Sgt. Connie Ingvarsson 
and Staff  Sgt. Melinda Ingvarsson both made it up on stage 


for being nominated for their respected awards making the 
night for the Ingvarsson family a special one.


Distinguished guests in attendance at the awards banquet 
included the guest speaker Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Wood, 
Command Senior Enlisted Leader for NORAD and United 
States Northern Command; Brig. Gen. Gary Magonigle, 
Commander, Washington Air National Guard; Col. Ed 
Piecek, Director of  Staff, WA ANG; Col. William Flanigan, 
Commander, 446th Airlift Wing; Command Chief  Master 
Sgt Charles Haley, WA ANG; Command Chief  Master Sgt. 
Gloria Bennett 446th AW; Col. Paul Gruver, Commander and 
Col. Robert Ezelle, Vice Commander, Western Air Defense 
Sector. 


During his speech, Command Sgt. Maj. Wood highlighted 
major accomplishments in WADS’ commitment to excellence 
in 2008. His speech praised WADS for their ability to 
overcome obstacles during a time when our nation’s defense 
faces difficult challenges with the economy and rogue 
nations.


The ceremony began when WADS’ own Honor Guard 
posted the colors. Individual volunteers who supported 
the banquet include Chief  Master Sgts. Bob Nichols and 
Trisha Almond served as emcees, Master Sgt. Marvin 
Shields Jr. sang the National Anthems, and Chaplain Lt. Col. 
Timothy McKenna gave the benediction. Staff  Sergeant 
Charles Snyder provided the photography support. Sector 
Commander Colonel Gruver ended the banquet with closing 
comments praising his troops and their families for a job well 
done in 2008.


Editors Note: Since the WADS’ annual awards banquet, Mr. Carl 
Morgan - Civilian Category 1, and Capt John Weldon - Company Grade 
Officer competed at a higher level and were recognized by higher 
headquarters 1AF/CONR as annual award winners for their respected 
categories. Mr. Morgan and Capt Weldon will travel to Tyndall Air Force 
Base, Fla. in late April to receive their awards and also go on from there 
to compete at the NORAD/NORTHCOM level.


Awards banquet 
honors WADS’ 


many deserving 
recipients


Photo by Staff Sgt. Chuck Snyder


Sector award winners and presenters pose for a photo following the Jan. 9 banquet.
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combat controllers


Guard’s elite force tests its mettle in war, peace

Photos and story by Master Sgt. Mike R. Smith


National Guard Bureau


The brute of a sergeant could pass for any of “those guys” in the military with whom you would not mess around.


Dressed from helmet to boot in battle gear, he races the night through desert brush and finds a guarded building set inside the curve of a hill. At its doorway, he catches his breath, and then runs inside to an eruption of gunfire and shouts.


What sets him apart from other “commando” types are the white CCT letters on his uniform, the antennas protruding from his rucksack and his status as a Citizen-Airman.


“When I deploy or do a mission I am among a team whose cohesion is good, but I’m the extra guy, I’m the combat controller,” Tech. Sgt. Steffano Guadagnuolo says about serving in the Oregon Air National Guard’s 125th Special Tactics Squadron (STS).


Guadagnuolo and a dozen other Air Guard combat controllers from Oregon and the Kentucky 123rd STS were training and testing equipment here in early May. They used combat scenarios to test new technology in a multitude of missions, and much of what happened was classified. But that’s their clandestine nature.


The Army has Rangers. The Navy has SEALS. But few outside the military can recall an Air Force combat controller when speaking of special operations. But in the Global War on Terrorism world of covert battles, to move offensively without a combat controller would be folly, officials say.


In the Air Guard, there is Guadagnuolo, a.k.a. “the Italian,” and about 50 more highly trained battlefield Airmen.


Day after day, Army, Navy and Marine Corps units embark on missions with these combat controllers in tow. These Airmen juggle a mastery of tactical prowess with the ability to control the flow of air traffic into and out of a battle space. Their moments unfold in direct enemy contact, sometimes under attack, but more often as the aggressor.


As is evident from war reports, they are in high demand.


Guadagnuolo, 38, came to America in the `90s after serving as an officer in the Italian military. It took him eight years as a U.S. Army infantryman and special operations diver to earn his citizenship and gain the skills needed to apply for a combat controller position.


He would settle for nothing else. “There’s no other job that compares,” said Guadagnuolo.


Whether high-altitude-parachuting with oxygen and a 100-pound pack or flying unmanned aerial vehicles, fielding questions from ground commanders for close air strikes, or infiltrating an area to mark out a runway, Guadagnuolo works an endless array of missions and problems.


After those are accomplished, he still faces endless proficiency training and adaptation to technology.


It takes the Air Force two years to train a combat controller. Less than 25 percent make the grade.


Those who “arrive” gain the physical resilience and knowledge to roll into a tactical employment with any Special Forces unit in the world. They are Federal Aviation Administration certified air traffic controllers with a deadly expertise in satellite- and laser-guided bombs, strafe and other air-to-ground weaponry. If that’s not enough, they are proficient in diving, parachuting and rappelling. And tasks they practice to a muscle memory change with the latest piece of technology.


Guadagnuolo is a new guy on the block, having completed his initial training two years ago. But he already helped advance the profession into emerging, domestic response missions.


Beyond the combat


One would think that an elite fighting force is used only during war – not so.


The concept of a combat controller assisting a state was only fully appreciated after Hurricane Katrina, historians say. There, the Kentucky and Oregon combat controllers responded to the disaster as the levies were still breaking. They managed landing zones and carried evacuees from their flooded homes to waiting helicopters. They controlled the overcrowded air space of one of the largest humanitarian airlift missions in the world.


Guadagnuolo jumped off a helicopter, into the winds of Hurricane Ike. He and a doctor searched a Texas disaster area for survivors. “I spent a day searching and found a football field where I set up a small air traffic control tower and called in air [evacuations],” he said.


In another disaster response mission, he and his team waded through neck-deep water in Oregon and brought Zodiac boats into the Pacific Northwest town of Vernonia to rescue 300 residents stranded by flooding and landslides. “We put our gear together in a matter of hours and were rolling.”


“More and more agencies and officials know of our capabilities in a disaster, and that role will increase,” said Maj. Dan Schilling, commander of the 125th STS, about special tactics squadrons, which can include pararescue and special operations weather team Airmen. Schilling said demands from the war and state missions are a “constant balancing act.”


As traditional Guardmembers, Schilling said their areas of operations are the states and territories, and they are proactive in their hurricane season planning, but they also play a vital role in the war. “We make a very concerted effort to put guys in the war, and it’s all on a voluntary basis,” he said. He added the squadron “never runs short of volunteers.”


The all familiar


Upon his arrival in Afghanistan in 2005, Tech. Sgt. Russ Lemay from the Kentucky Air Guard’s 123rd STS was greeted with bullets.


He supported a Canadian Special Forces unit in his first mission outside the wire. Bad people were gunning for him, but he managed to keep his cool, he said.


It turns out, the two-year pipeline, four-months of additional training and the combat-seasoned veterans at his squadron had him prepared.


He was where he worked so hard to be. “I was ready,” said Lemay. “I joined with the idea that combat controllers were affecting the war.”


In the Air Force, only a handful of combat controllers started with initial Guard enlistments like Lemay; the larger percentage served on active duty first. Most are highly decorated Airmen with washboard-size ribbon racks that often include Silver Star Medals and multiple Bronze Star Medals with Valor. If that’s not distinctive, their scarlet berets are.


Last summer, one of the Air Guard’s Airmen of the Year attended his award ceremony in Washington wearing his beret, but he also had a beard. The Oregon combat controller was on his way to Afghanistan. The beard would help him blend with the locals, he said.


Just desert


Training in Arizona, Schilling, Lemay, Guadagnuolo and the others navigated past cacti and thorn bushes using their night vision gear. They infiltrated another enemy position.


One Airman was calling in close air support on a radio. He called for a simulated laser-guided bomb to flatten the enemy position. Two A-10 attack aircraft circled overhead.


“Thirty seconds to impact,” said the field commander, squatting behind a cement barrier. They acted as an Army unit to train the radio operator in Joint Terminal Attack Control (JTAC).


Only qualified JTACs can call in aircraft for offensive, air-ground strikes, and they are in great demand overseas, said Senior Master Sgt. Nicholas Lowe, a seasoned combat controller at the Air Guard and Reserve Test Center in Tucson, Ariz.


“What we do here is find better ways to integrate air and ground forces so we can find targets, protect ourselves and support the units,” he said.


Lowe manages JTAC and its emerging technologies for the field. He said there are reasons few know about Air Guard combat controllers.


“They’re a small group, and the Air Force is not known for its ground mission,” he said. There’s the solo nature: “He is one guy who gets absorbed into missions,” he said. 

But Lowe noted their massive effect. “Look into the war’s battles, and you will find a combat controller there,” he said.


By the end of the night, the cacti and thorns the Airmen wandered through here had scraped up several arms and legs, but no one was worse for wear.


A combat controller can take it.
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Bio/Military Experience 


2nd Lieutenant Casey Robbins  


AFSC: 35P1, Public Affairs Officer 


2nd Lieutenant Robbins was born in Seattle, Washington on January 30, 1983. He graduated from 
Tahoma High School in Maple Valley, Washington in 2001. After completing two years of college, 
Lieutenant Robbins enlisted in the United States Air Force Reserves on September 10, 2003 and 
completed Basic Military Training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas in March 2004. Following basic 
training, he completed the Air Transportation Apprentice technical school at Lackland and reported to 
the 86th Aerial Port Squadron (APS), McChord AFB, Washington for his first duty assignment in the 
Reserves. Lieutenant Robbins spent his first four and a half years in the Reserves working in the 86 
APS and became a fully qualified Ramp Section NCO supervisor. He was selected to lead a Ramp team 
in a number of different training and real world missions which include PATRIOT HOOK and PATRIOT 
PARTNER.  


In June of 2008, Lieutenant Robbins transitioned from the Reserves to the Washington Air National 
Guard as a Drill Status Guardsman and was assigned to the Western Air Defense Sector (WADS), 
McChord Air Force Base, Washington. Lieutenant Robbins spent four months with WADS as a Staff 
Sergeant before he was sent to the Academy of Military Science, McGhee Tyson Air National Guard 
Base to earn his commission and become a Public Affairs Officer (PAO).  Lieutenant Robbins graduated 
from AMS as a distinguished graduate and is currently drilling with WADS as a PAO.  






NEWS

Role-playing Airmen put Vigilant Guard, disaster responders on the record


by Master Sgt. Mike R. Smith


National Guard Bureau


6/19/2009 - DES MOINES, Iowa (AFNS) – Delivering vital news coverage to the public before, during and after a major disaster may be more the job of the media than the National Guard, but at any domestic emergency, the Guard's ability to explain its missions and roles is still vital.


That's why Master Sgt. Mavi Smith from the Air Guard Training and Education Center in Tennessee, along with eight other servicemembers and civilians here today, were testing Guardmembers and civilian responders' ability to talk to the press during a disaster


"It helps them to appropriately react to the media," said Sergeant Smith. "The public need to know what is going on in a real-world situation."


Hundreds of National Guard Soldiers and Airmen from Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska are responding here and in Kansas June 17-24 as part of Vigilant Guard.


The Des Moines portion of the exercise includes a simulated train derailment and the release of toxic chemicals in the city. Certainly, such a real-world disaster involving injury, death and evacuations would attract a lot of media attention.


Like real media would, Sergeant Smith said they try to get as close as possible to the action. Then they put the guardsmen on camera and on the record to incorporate their interviews into mock video broadcasts and print products. That news is then seen by exercise leaders at the command centers and joint operations centers.


"Were going to get in here and talk to the incident commander and first responders about what's going on," she said, dressed in civilian attire and standing outside the cordoned disaster area.


Elizabeth Alber, the lead for the synthetic media team, said they put the responders through their paces just like any real reporter would.


Their video stories appear in the fictional "World News Network" (WNN) broadcast, which looks very much like any major network's evening news show.


"We will engage them, ask them tough questions, make them acknowledge our existence and make them deal with us as they would have to during a real incident and accident," said Ms. Alber, who normally works for the Defense Security Agency in Arlington, Va. "In a worst case scenario, they would fail by not talking to us ... by not playing."


Alber pointed out that in realty if the public were in danger, incident commanders, responders and others need to engage the media to get the word out to the community.


"Having fictional media allows us to practice without having to get in a circumstance that's uncomfortable," said Lt. Col. Tim Glen, 71st Civil Support Team commander.


Colonel Glen's team was the first military responder to the Des Moines exercise, which drew its own share of real-world media interested in their training.


"The more information the better for the public," said Colonel Glen. "Obviously, that's the theme, and that's what we support."
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COMMENTARY


Reporter’s Notebook: Traveling with the Chief


Earlier this year, Chief of the National Guard Bureau Gen. Craig R. McKinley visited Guardmembers on the front lines in the war on terrorism.


Writer and photographer Master Sgt. Mike Smith went along with him and kept a daily journal.


Behind the many visits, the handshakes, the pats on the back and the town hall meetings, Smith observed a chief who’s committed to staying in touch with the troops – wherever they may be.


Day 1


Maryland, Ireland, Kuwait, Balad

After a 15-hour flight from Andrews Air Force Base, Md., to Kuwait, including a short layover in Ireland for fuel, we arrive at Ali Al Salem Air Base. We have only 45 minutes to drop off our overnight bags and clean up before heading off in vehicles to our first destination: Camp Arifjan and the U.S. Army Forces Central Command there. We drive there after a sand storm foils our plans to travel by Black Hawk helicopters.

Next stop: Balad Air Base, Iraq. With improved weather, we board a C-17 Globemaster at Ali Al Salem that afternoon.

As we wait to exit the aircraft, I can’t resist taking a photo of the National Guard’s first four-star general in full battle rattle. We are quickly escorted to the air control tower, where 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing officials brief us. I interview a chief master sergeant who tells me more than 180 Air Guard members there are operating the joint forces control center that manages Iraq’s air space. The general gives a video interview to Air Force News.

We spend a couple of hours visiting patients and servicemembers working at Balad’s joint theatre hospital – the largest medical and critical care facility in Iraq. The chief learns of medical teams trying to save the lives of a U.S. Soldier and an Iraqi insurgent, both in critical condition from the wounds they received in a battle against each other. The Soldier eventually dies of his wounds while the insurgent lives. The chief tells this story to Guardmembers at a later town hall meeting.

Day 2


Bagdad, Kuwait

We start the next day with a town hall meeting, and then visit Washington National Guard Soldiers from the 81st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Battalion, 161st Infantry Regiment, who showcase their up-armored equipment.


Next, we climb aboard a C-130 Hercules bound for Bagdad International Airport. Sharing his seat in the cargo bay with military police and security forces, the chief learns from the Airman sitting across from him that he is a distant relative of Army Lt. Gen. Russel Honore.

I interview Texas Army National Guard Cpl. Larry Patten, a team leader in the 124th Cavalry of the 56th IBCT. Today is his 37th birthday, and he said that he has been in Iraq for nearly two years through back-to-back deployments. Back in Texas, he works as a deputy sheriff; here he provides escort security for missions inside and outside the wire. Having 10 years experience in law enforcement helps him out, he said.

Our last stop today is back in Kuwait via a C-130 flight. There, I interview Command Sgt. Maj. Edgardo Coronado, 47, who is the brigade sergeant major for the 29th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Hawaii Army Guard. The 29th IBCT’s 1,300 Soldiers provide convoy security for the sustainment convoys that bring supplies and equipment across Iraq and as far as Mosul. Over a meal at the dining facility, he tells me a story of junior ranking NCOs charged with the safety of millions of dollars of equipment, driving thousands of miles a day into the desert and combat areas. Officers are absent and serious decisions are made by E-6s in trips that take days out on the road. The ability to think calmly under great stress and duress is one of the many qualities they look for in choosing convoy commanders, he said.

Day 3

Kuwait, Kabul


Flying into Kabul the next morning, we dine on a breakfast of fresh fruit, French toast, yogurt and coffee. On the ground we visit the U.S. Embassy and then get 15 minutes before our second morning meeting with military leaders to look through some nearby shops filled with cultural wares. I follow the general into a carpet shop where he strikes up a conversation with a merchant. His shop is packed to the ceiling with beautiful hand-stitched rugs priced in the thousands. He accepts credit cards, he tells us. The gentleman pulls out a dozen rugs with tight, intricate patterns and rich colors. We exit only with his well wishes on our journey.

I interview Army Staff Sgt. Henry Baez Jr., at Camp Phoenix. He tells me his group of deployed Illinois Guardmembers of the 33rd IBCT do presence patrols outside the wire. Two weeks later I will hear the tragic news that three of the unit’s Soldiers were killed in a roadside bombing.

Day 4

Kabul, Bagram Air Base


What seemed like a massive explosion wakes me up during the night followed by a voice over the loudspeaker system telling everyone it was a planned detonation.

In one of the many rooms we pass through today, I notice that Air Guardsmen from Wyoming have hung letters and cards from children back home in their main hallway. They cover the wall. Writes one fourth grader: Dear Heroes: Thank you for fighting for the people that live in Afghanistan. I hope you are okay. Love, Maleehah.

In a vehicle tour around Bagram, I spot three men working at an incinerator called the “burn pit.” To my astonishment, one man seems to walk within feet of the mountain of burning ash that’s twice his height. Further down the road, the gutted remains of Soviet-era military equipment sit rusting in the dirt.


Tonight we have our final two town hall meetings before returning to Kabul in the morning by helicopter. The general talks to as many Soldiers and Airmen as he can and asks to hear what’s on their minds. I hold as many as a half-dozen personal cameras at once as troops want photos with the chief. Over dinner, we discuss the amazing deserts in Bagram’s main dining facility, where we found soft ice cream with all the toppings and a four layer cake with 1-inch thick frosting, topped with fresh berries.

Day 5

Kabul, Home

After breakfast, we hop back on the Black Hawks and fly out of Bagram back to a sunny Kabul to catch the C-40 home. On our arrival in Kabul, I notice what looks like bullet holes that pock mark the entrance to the terminal waiting area. They’ve been patched with fresh mortar, but without a fresh coat of paint to cover these scars, they reveal a struggling nation.

We take a group photo with our security escorts on the Kabul flight line, and then begin our trek home via Shannon, Ireland. I learn later that a bomb went off near the front gate soon after we departed Kabul.

As I begin to go through the more than four gigabytes of recorded interviews and photos on the plane-ride back, I reflect on our whirlwind tour. In just five short days, we have flew a dozen flights on four different aircraft; traveled tens of thousands of miles through four countries; rode inside and outside the wire on cars and busses; all so that our chief could meet the thousands of dedicated Guardmembers and other key civilian and military leaders in Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.
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January 21, 2010

MEMORANDUM FOR: National Guard Bureau, NGB-PAC


ATTN: Air Force Media Contest


SUBJECT: Nomination for the 2009 Air Force Outstanding New Writer award


1. It gives me great pleasure to nominate Tech. Sgt. Alex R. Salmon for the 2009 Air Force Outstanding New Writer award.


2. Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon is an exceptional reporter, writer and photographer. His contributions to the Nebraska National Guard Public Affairs Office’s efforts during the short time that he has worked here have been immeasurable. During the past year, Tech. Sgt. Salmon was the Distinguished Honor Graduate of his Basic Journalism Course class and then returned to Nebraska to cover a wide array of stories, both on the Nebraska Air and Army National Guard. His efforts to document the increasingly high tempo of the entire Nebraska National Guard were consistently of the highest caliber. 


3. Along with preparing for his DINFOS course, Tech. Sgt. Salmon also volunteered to serve as a staff photographer for the 155th Air Refueling Wing during the organization’s operational readiness inspection. He has also been highly involved in the production of the Nebraska National Guard’s Prairie Soldier newspaper, utilizing his past training as a graphic artist and accomplished photographer. His contributions were of such high quality that the Nebraska National Guard Public Affairs Office recently promoted him to the role of assistant fulltime editor.  


4. In addition to being both an outstanding reporter and photographer, Salmon is an outstanding mentor to the Nebraska National Guard’s younger, enlisted staff. He recently assisted the 155th ARW public affairs officer in training newly joined staff photographers and journalists during weekend drills. He has also 


5. Tech. Sgt. Alex R. Salmon is an outstanding representative of the Nebraska National Guard. I highly recommend him for the 2009 Air Force Outstanding New Writer award.


6. For additional information, please contact Maj. Kevin Hynes, Joint Force Headquarters-Nebraska deputy state public affairs officer/Prairie Soldier editor at 402-309-7302, DSN 279-7302. His mailing address is 1300 Military Road, Lincoln, NE 68508-1090. FAX is 279-7310.
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NEWS


ANG chief discusses air sovereignty missions with Congress


by Master Sgt. Mike R. Smith


National Guard Bureau


4/24/2009 - WASHINGTON (AFNS) – New commitments need to be made to the nation's Airmen and others who defend North America from threats to its air sovereignty, the Air National Guard's senior officer told members of Congress here April 22.


Lt. Gen. Harry M. Wyatt, director of the Air National Guard, testified before the House Armed Services' readiness committee in a hearing on the nation's air sovereignty alert operations.


Air Guardsmen operate 16 of the 18 ASA sites located across the United States to protect its airspace. The ASA mission relies on a host of agencies including U.S. Northern Command, North American Aerospace Defense Command and the Federal Aviation Administration.


"Their service displays a commitment to job number one, defense of the homeland," General Wyatt said. "Our reluctance to treat air sovereignty alert as an enduring mission continues to impact the men and women serving in this very important mission area."


The general explained that past funding for the mission has been inconsistent and equipment is quickly nearing the end of its service life.


About 80 percent of the Air Guard's F-16 Fighting Falcons, which fly the largest portion of the nation's ASA missions, will reach the end of their life span in eight years.


Officials also said the average age of Air Guard aircraft is more than 25 years, with KC-135 Stratotankers being the oldest at 49 years. KC-135s also support the ASA mission through aerial refueling.


General Wyatt said if Air Guard units received the "fifth-generation" fighters, such as the F-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter sooner, the readiness issues could be avoided.


"Every day without a solution, this situation becomes more and more urgent," General Wyatt told the committee. "The risk of doing nothing is unacceptable and we are examining all options to address recapitalization of these aircraft."


In addition to equipment, General Wyatt pointed out the need to recognize ASA as a steady-state mission, which would provide predictability to Guardsmen serving on year-to-year state active duty tours to support it.


"I think many falsely believe this mission only includes a handful of fighter pilots," he said. "They forget about the maintainers, communicators, command and control, life support, intelligence officers, security forces and others who are also critical components to the execution of this mission."


In total, excluding tanker support, there are more than 3,000 Airmen responsible for the air sovereignty alert mission, said officials.


General Wyatt said that also impacts retention, readiness, and employer and family support.


"Recognition that air sovereignty alert is within the steady-state portion of the global defense posture, requiring long-range planning and consistent funding, is extremely important to providing predictability to the units supporting this mission area," he said.


"Our Airmen are leaning forward, standing side by side with their joint and coalition partners, to maintain the safety of our skies and our borders," said General Wyatt. "We, all of us, have a responsibility to add stability to their funding and to bridge the equipment capability gaps that exist on the horizon."
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Recruiter thanks Lincoln teacher by arranging trip for her, sick husband

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Assistant Editor

Cindy and Dean Hoehne had things pretty good.
“Of course we had our normal worries, but it was just a pretty easy-going normal life,” said Cindy.
Cindy, a career-coach teacher at Lincoln’s North Star High School, and Dean, a night merchandiser at Sam’s Club, have been married more than 24 years and have two children, James, 22, and Sarah, 19.
As a career-coach teacher, Hoehne provides students with as much information as possible about available opportunities so they can begin planning their future after high school. Among other things, one of Hoehne’s duties is to line up visits from schools, groups offering financial and scholarship advice, and recruiters from the Nebraska National Guard. 
The Nebraska Army Guard recruiter assigned to North Star is Staff Sgt. Joseph Strack.
Hoehne and Strack, who has served two years as a recruiter in the Nebraska Army National Guard’s Recruiting and Retention Command in Lincoln, were introduced in March 2009. Strack said he was immediately welcomed into Hoehne’s classroom. 
“She is a big supporter of the military in general,” said Strack. “She bends over backward and drops what she’s doing to try to help us out.”
In the past Hoehne had let recruiters from the active branch of each service into her class, but now only extends that invitation to the Nebraska National Guard simply because they don’t harass the students if they aren’t interested.
“The (active) branches of the military, they don’t take no for an answer,” said Hoehne. “The Guard has been very respectful of that.” 
Hoehne makes it clear if students don’t show interest, but are still hassled, those presenters will never be allowed back into her class, she added.
Hoehne has let Strack into her classroom several times. She’s also allowed multiple National Guard banners to be hung in the school, helped students participate in “Guard for a Day” activities where they get to speak with Nebraska National Guard members and tour facilities and equipment, got Strack on the career education board, and even had a “Number 88” National Guard NASCAR driven by Dale Earnhardt Jr. visit North Star High School.
In getting to know each other, Strack quickly learned that Hoehne was a huge fan of NASCAR and, arguably, it’s most popular driver who just happens to be sponsored by the National Guard.
“You could meet Mrs. Hoehne and know within 10 minutes that she’s a huge Dale Earnhardt Jr. fan,” said Strack. “Most people have Cornhusker flags in their front yard; they have a Dale Jr. flag.” 
Hoehne said she and her husband are such big fans of Dale Earnhardt Jr. that they’d actually planned to celebrate their upcoming 25th wedding anniversary by finally going to a NASCAR race in person.
“We had talked about for our 25th anniversary that that’s what we should do,” said Hoehne. “We should just go to a race because we’d always talked about going.”
Then came June 19, 2009.
While attending a wedding hundreds of miles away, Hoehne received a phone call from Dean. He didn’t feel well and was going to go to the hospital to see what was wrong. It turned out that Dean had a perforated bowel, which had caused infections and tremendous pain. His best option was surgery to repair the perforation. 
The news that came next changed the Heohnes’ future forever. They learned Dean was much sicker than initially thought – he had cancer.
“When they went in, they found a mass on his colon that had already metastasized to his liver,” said Hoehne. “So stage four, right there.”
The Hoehnes had to rethink their entire future. With Dean now unable to work and the medical bills piling up, Cindy’s income was simply not sufficient to allow them their dream of an anniversary trip to a NASCAR race.
“Joe and I were talking one day and I go ‘Well, that’s not going to happen now,’” said Hoehne. “There is no way we can afford to do something like that on one income.”
After hearing the Hoehnes wouldn’t be able to realize their dream, Strack hatched a plan to thank Hoehne for everything she has done for the Nebraska National Guard. 
Strack said he and other recruiters combined the points they’d earned from www.guardmissionzone.com – a recruiting program that lets Army Guard recruiters use points they earn from recruiting to purchase National Guard-themed items they can either give to new recruits or assist in future recruiting efforts – to buy tickets to an Oct. 4th race at the Kansas Speedway in Kansas City, Kan.
Strack then called the Hoehnes to give them the news.
“Dean was actually in the car with me,” said Hoehne. “I just about wet my pants when I was driving. I said ‘Dean, we’re going to NASCAR.’”
On the morning of Oct. 4 Strack picked up the Hoehnes before dawn and made the drive to Kansas City. According to Strack, they began their day with breakfast at the National Guard’s tent in the infield. They then toured the pit areas, garages and victory lane. 
After an impressive lunch, the Hoehnes then had a moment they’d dreamed of: a question and answer session with Dale Earnhardt Jr. for the approximately 30 people in the National Guard’s tent.
After the interview session, Strack and the Hoehnes made their way above to pit row to watch the race. While there they were allowed to listen to the communication between Earnhardt and his pit crew.
“The race was amazing,” said Hoehne. “Joe always made sure Dean and I were in front.”
“It’s so much fun,” she added. “Everybody was so nice. Every person that we met down there from the Guard was just accommodating and welcoming.”
During the race Earnhardt led 41 laps, but eventually ran into problems in the pit and finished in 36th position. Although the outcome of the race wasn’t what Strack and the Hoehnes had hoped, Strack said it meant a lot to be able to give a special moment back to someone who has helped the Nebraska National Guard so much.
“It means everything to me, especially under the circumstances that they were under,” said Strack. 
“Just looking at the smiles on their faces and the looks in their eyes made everything worth it,” he added. “Seeing people getting something that they’ve been wanting to do and being able to provide that for them makes it all worthwhile... I don’t think I could have picked two better people to go with.”
Hoehne said she never expected to be given the chance to enjoy a NASCAR race with her husband. She said she can’t thank Strack and the Nebraska National Guard enough for that opportunity. 
“Overall I would say it was an awesome day of fellowship, of racing, of caring and of sacrifice,” said Hoehne. “It’s something I’ll never forget doing. It’s one of those things I can check off my bucket list and I owe it to Joe and the Guard, for sure.”
According to Hoehne, Dean has responded well to chemotherapy and much of his cancer is in remission. 
“He’s doing really, really well,” said Hoehne. “Like 95 percent of the cancer is not showing up on any test at this point.”
Hoehne remains optimistic, yet realistic about her future with her husband. She is relying heavily on her faith. 
“It’s in God’s hands now whether our future is another two years or whether it’s another 25 years,” said Hoehne. “You have to live each day as if each day was your last because you never know. Whether it’s me or him, you just never know.”
And although Dean’s prognosis is much improved, the Hoehnes have been through a difficult time since his diagnosis. 
Yet for at least one day during that time, a recruiter and the Nebraska National Guard allowed them to take their minds off of life’s tribulations.
The Hoehnes and Strack are now more than coworkers and Cindy said she will always be indebted to Strack and the Nebraska National Guard.
“He gave so much more to us than I’ll ever be able to give back,” said Hoehne. “It was a Sunday he could have been with his wife and he chose to spend it with us and to give us something that we probably would never been able to do.”
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State legislative staffers spend day walking in Guardsmen’s boots

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Assistant Editor

With an early morning fog blanketing Lincoln, 28 Nebraska state legislative staff assistants arrived at the Nebraska National Guard air base, Sept. 23, and were given an opportunity to walk a mile in the boots of Nebraska National Guard Soldiers and Airmen.
Called the Legislative Staff Brief, the day was meant to provide the staff members with a better idea of what the Nebraska National Guard and the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency do.
“The primary goal was to introduce the staffers to the Military Department and NEMA, and give them a good understanding of the benefits and the things that we bring to the state,” said Terri Kattes, the Nebraska Military Department state legislative liaison and special projects coordinator. “I want them to have an appreciation for the military and the people that we have here, and the professionalism in how they do their jobs.” 
The staff members, who hold positions ranging from administrative assistant to legislative fiscal office advisor, began their day with informational briefings about the Nebraska Military Department and Emergency Management Agency and the direction of the Nebraska National Guard from Brig. Gen. Judd Lyons, Nebraska adjutant general. They were then given a tour of an Air Guard KC-135 refueling airplane and an up-close view of various Army equipment including decontamination tents and first responders’ equipment.
With the fog burning off throughout the morning’s briefings and tours, the staff members boarded either a CH-47 “Chinook” or UH-60 “Black Hawk” helicopter and then flew to the Greenlief Training Site near Hastings, Neb. There, staff members furthered their Soldier experience by dining on the military’s finest cuisine: Meals Ready to Eat. 
Following lunch the staff members received a tour of the newest Armed Forces Readiness Center at the Greenlief Training Site; a demonstration of the Humvee Egress Assistance Trainer that teaches Soldiers how to get out of a Humvee following a rollover; a chance to sharpen marksmanship skills in the Engagement Skills Trainer, which is uses laser-fitted weapons to improve accuracy; a chance to use the Virtual Convoy Operations Trainer that uses virtual reality to simulate various positions held during a convoy; and finally, a chance to don body armor and ride with Soldiers in a Humvee through the IED training lane.
According to Kattes, this was the first legislative staff briefing in eight years, so most participants hadn’t seen anything like this before. Their favorites varied.
“The helicopter rides were a big highlight and they really liked going through the Air Guard tanker as well,” said Kattes.
Mike Lovelace, legislative fiscal office advisor, said he really enjoyed riding in the Chinook, but also liked seeing how the Nebraska National Guard is using its resources.
“It’s nice to see the different construction that is going on, the facilities that have been built recently,” he said.
“I think my favorite thing so far has been the helicopter,” said Noelle Badeer, an administrative assistant for State Senator Tony Fulton, District 29. “But I would also say the most eye-opening – the thing that I felt like put me most in the position of the Soldier – was the Humvee ride because you’re wearing part of what they wear, you’re in the Humvee…it’s like you’re there.”
The staff members said they also gained an appreciation for the training Soldiers and Airmen must go through just to perform their jobs, adding they were impressed by the Soldiers and Airmen they interacted with.
“The training that our Nebraska National Guard members get looks to be excellent, the facilities look good and everybody has been very knowledgeable and very helpful,” said Lovelace.
“I think I got a new appreciation for what Soldiers do in combat, but also all the work that it takes to train people,” said Badeer. “I didn’t realize how much infrastructure, how much funding, how many people it takes to prepare people to go to battle.”
In the feedback Kattes has received from the participants, she thinks the goal was achieved. 
“Everyone really enjoyed their day. They felt like they learned a lot and were very impressed with the Soldiers that they met and their experience and their knowledge and their professionalism,” said Kattes. “The Soldiers sold it themselves.”
Kattes said Nebraska Military Department leaders hope to make the legislative staff brief an annual event because the day’s activities clearly left an impression on the participants.
“What our men and women in Nebraska are doing, and what all the Soldiers are doing overseas, is preserving the freedoms we take for granted and frankly, today has brought that home for me,” said Badeer. 
“The impact of being in a Soldier’s shoes for a day was incredible and I’m not going to forget that.”
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Agribusiness Development Team returns to Nebraska after spending year helping local Afghan farmers grow new lives

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Assistant Editor

On a sunny Friday hundreds of friends, family and distinguished guests stood in front of the Lancaster Events Center in Lincoln, Neb., holding American flags, yellow ribbons and homemade signs.  
They were waiting to welcome home the members of the Nebraska National Guard’s Agribusiness Development Team that had spent the last year in Afghanistan helping local farmers redevelop their nation’s agricultural capabilities.
With the Soldiers mere minutes away, the anticipation and excitement grew. After so many months apart, spouses, children, parents and friends could barely contain their excitement.
It’s been a long difficult year, said Holly Page, wife of Staff Sgt. Robert Page, as she waited with daughter, Lexi, 6, and son, Carter, 2, Aug. 23.  “It has been trying…but confirming that we could do it.” 
“We are just full of happiness and an extreme amount of pride.”
Page said she and Lexi had been planning for this day for a long time. The biggest thing Lexi missed while her father was away was simple.
“My hugs,” she said. “I’m going to run up and then I’m going to wrap my arms around him.”
Staff Sgt. Justin Olson was there to welcome home his brother, Sgt. Jesse Olson. He said it was great to finally have his brother home.
“It means a great deal,” said Olson. “I know they did a great job overseas and we’re proud to have them back.”
Olson, who has also deployed before, said he knew his brother missed the simple everyday things Americans often take for granted.
“It’s the small things,” said Olson. “Just seeing green and being able to go into your back yard and barbecue, I think that’s what a guy misses the most…you don’t know how much you take for granted until you’re over there and you don’t have it.”
Olson said he and his brother were also looking forward to the Nebraska football season and planned to go to the first game of the season. 
At last, two large busses arrived at the events center, driving through the parking lot that was lined with flag-holding members of the Patriot Riders. 
Finally, the doors opened and the 49 members of the ADT quickly filed off the bus and into the waiting arms of loved ones. After several minutes of teary-eyed welcome homes, a ceremony was held to officially welcome the Soldiers home.
Gov. Dave Heineman thanked the Soldiers and their families for their sacrifices.
“To the family, to the friends and all the Nebraskans that are here today, thank you for showing up. This is awesome, it’s incredible to show these Soldiers just how much we love you, how much we care about you and how much we support you,” said Heineman. “America’s proud of you. Nebraska is proud of you.”
Brig. Gen. Judd Lyons, adjutant general, thanked the Soldiers for bringing their knowledge of agriculture to those who need it to survive.
“You all brought your hometown experience to bear in a country where the people so desperately need it,” said Lyons. “Welcome back to Nebraska…job well done.”
Comprised of Soldiers with agricultural backgrounds from across Nebraska, the members of the ADT left for Afghanistan in September 2008. While in Afghanistan the Soldiers, all of whom volunteered for the deployment, helped local farmers rebuild an agricultural system that had been destroyed by the 1979 Soviet invasion and subsequent Taliban reign. Once a profitable agricultural system, many Afghan farmers are now forced to produce poppies and opium for the drug trade. 
The Nebraska National Guard Soldiers worked to change that.
“We did a lot of things that are going to have a lasting effect, but probably the biggest one was we restored some hope that there’s a better life,” said Col. Michael Johnson, commander of the ADT. “The ones we worked with gained some knowledge on how to put some food on the table and maybe make some money for their family.”
Representing Sen. Ben Nelson, retired Lt. Gen. (Neb.) Roger Lempke praised the Soldiers on their completed mission.
“You’ve been involved in an innovative and very significant mission,” said Lempke. “It’s going to help develop a relationship with the people of the country. It’s going to be so important as we move forward with trying to stabilize that portion of the world.”
With their deployment now finished, the members of the ADT now begin rebuilding their own lives at home, just as they helped the Afghans. Getting reacquainted with family and assimilating back into their normal life, the Soldiers said they were happy to be home.
“The biggest thing is just the relief of being back in a place that’s familiar, that’s clean and that’s safe,” said 1st Lt. Brandon Burton. 
Burton was welcomed home by his wife Brittany, son Jude, 2, and daughter Millie, now 1, who was only three days old when Burton left. Not surprisingly, Burton didn’t miss any material things...just his family.
“My little girl,” he said. “I (saw) her for three days after she was born, so I’ve missed teeth, walking, everything. So just to see her is just an amazing feeling.”	
“The happiest day I’ve had in a long time,” he added.
To celebrate his homecoming, Burton said he only wanted to spend time with his family. “We’re going to play in the sprinkler.”
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Legislators examine ‘sound of freedom’

By Tech. Sgt. Cheresa D. Theiral
Colorado National Guard Public Affairs

BUCKLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. – More than a dozen Colorado legislators and staffers visited Buckley Air Force Base May 14 to learn what the Colorado National Guard does for the state as well as how the legislators can best support the Guard.

Senior Colorado National Guard leaders discussed the numerous missions and roles of the Guard in a state and federal capacity, as well as the challenges future leaders will likely face. 

Encroachment is perhaps the biggest issue facing the 140th Wing and the Colorado Air National Guard as it prepares for the next generation of fighter jets, and the $1.2 billion dollar annual economic impact Buckley has on the surrounding community is no small matter, said 140th Wing Commander Brig. Gen. Trulan Eyre.  

“When our current [F-16s] time out, our flying mission could go away and we want to prevent that from happening here,” said Colorado Air National Guard Director of Operations Col. Rick Martin.

“When the Air Force considers bed-down locations for the F-35, they’re going to look at a lot of different issues,” said Martin. “There won’t be enough F-35s to go around, so every base that’s flying fighters today won't be guaranteed to fly fighters in the future.”

Two of the considerations for future flying operations are space for flight training use as well as how close the surrounding community has grown around the fence line – otherwise known as encroachment.

A number of factors create a “footprint” of noise around an installation with a flying mission, and many cities across the country use the size of the footprint to help determine what to do with respect to zoning and construction surrounding a military base. While this isn't a big problem east of Buckley yet, the anticipated noise footprint of the new F-35 fighter is expected to be larger than the current F-16 footprint.

“What we want to prevent happening is residential development in nearby locations that could prevent Buckley from being candidate for the F-35 mission,” said Martin. “We want to buffer the base so that residential zoning and development won’t potentially end our flying mission here.”

In an effort to bring the issue home, legislators received an overhead tour of the base – which allowed them to examine potential encroachment areas – aboard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters from 2nd Battalion, 135th General Support Aviation. The Colorado Army National Guard aviation unit is also concerned with the issue, as encroachment affects its mission, as well.

“An Air Force base without a flying mission is vulnerable,” said Eyre. “If too many people complain about the aircraft noise near a base, the Air Force can shut down the mission.”

We’re trying to avoid giving the Air Force any reason to scratch us off the F-35 list, and encroachment and our noise footprint is one just one part of the big picture, Martin said.
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‘Team Dragon’ Soldiers welcomed home after tough year-long training mission in Afghanistan

By Tech. Sgt. Alex Salmon
Staff Photojournalist

As a distant “thump, thump, thump,” sound gradually echoed through the air around the Nebraska Army National Guard Aviation Support Facility, Dec. 11, the crowd of children, wives, husbands, parents, friends and others began to get excited.
After all, members of the Afghan National Army Embedded Training Team were scheduled to arrive soon aboard a CH-47 “Chinook” helicopter after a year-long deployment to Afghanistan. 
Guests began running outside to meet the helicopter and welcome their loved ones home, only to hear an announcement over the loud speakers: “The first helicopter is only carrying the bags. The Soldiers are about 10 minutes behind.” Loved ones - especially children – were not deterred, however, and continued to file outside to ensure they were the first to welcome their Soldier home.
Marge Payer, the wife of Command Sgt. Maj. John Payer, and her daughter Jill, 13, were among those who were waiting anxiously for their Soldiers’ return.
“It’s a reunion back with your husband and it’s a beautiful thing,” she said. “Just happy to be back together again.”
“We’ll be able to see him every day,” added Jill. “He’ll be home for Christmas.”
According to Payer, her family marked the days of the deployment by creating a construction paper chain with each link signifying a day that their Soldier was gone. Payer said she had the honor of adding the last link to the chain to mark the last day of separation.
Sixteen members of the Nebraska Army National Guard, code named “Team Dragon,” were mobilized for duty in December 2007 under the command of Col. Kevin Neumann. The Soldiers came from a variety of units from across Nebraska to create the Afghan National Army Embedded Training Team (ANA-ETT) and were responsible for providing training mentorship to members of the newly forming Afghan National Army and Afghan National Police Force. 
Among those who gathered at the Nebraska Guard air base to welcome Team Dragon home was Janelle Marr, whose husband is Capt. Drew Marr. Janelle, who stood with her two children, C.J., eight, and Kenzie, five, likened her husband’s return to starting anew.
“I hate to sound hokey, but it’s like the first day of the rest of our lives,” said Janelle. “It’s like a new beginning.” 
C.J., who sported a shirt proclaiming, “Warning! My Dad is home and I will run you over to get to him,” was ready to have another male in the family again. Without his father there, in public, “I have to go in the girl’s bathroom,” said C.J.
Kenzie quickly ticked off the things that she missed doing with her dad the most: “Going to the water park with him in the summer and jumping on the trampoline.” She added that as soon as she saw her dad she was going to go at him like a “flying monkey” and give him a tight, tight hug.
Moments passed until once again the “thump, thump, thump” sounds of an approaching helicopter were heard. This time there was no doubt it was the Soldiers.
The lumbering Chinook landed and rolled to its parking spot, nearly blowing over some of the smaller guests with its rotor wash. With the rear cargo door facing the crowd, it slowly lowered to the delighted cheers of family, friends and guests.
After what must have felt like an eternity to family and friends, the 16 Soldiers filed out of the Chinook, shook the hands of distinguished guests and then quickly found their families and friends for a long overdue welcome home.
After Command Sgt. Maj. John Payer reunited with his family, the excitement of what this day meant was palpable. “It’s real important,” said Payer. “The families all out here to see us…that’s what makes us tick when we’re over there.”
“Coming home to them is a truly special moment for all of us,” Payer added.
Capt. Drew Marr echoed Payer’s comments, adding: “This day means everything. We all came home…that’s the important part. We’re all here.”
Kenzie Marr had said she was going to give her father a “monkey hug” and she was able to accomplish her mission. 
“I got a huge ‘monkey hug,’” said Marr. “It was wonderful. You just can’t beat it.”
Following the family reunions, a formal ceremony was held to officially welcome the members of Team Dragon home. Among those who spoke was Brig. Gen. Timothy Kadavy, Nebraska adjutant general, who thanked the Soldiers for their service. 
While working with the Afghan National Army and Afghan National Police Forces, “you made a tremendous impact on their professionalism and their ability to lead their country into the future,” said Kadavy. 
Neumann, commander of “Team Dragon,” addressed the crowd with words of thanks to the Soldiers and hope for the future in Afghanistan. “Words can’t express how thankful we are that we all made it back together and in one piece,” said Neumann. “Our mission is complete and I am confident we have left Afghanistan a more secure and better place than it was when we arrived.”
As Neumann’s last order of business, he called upon six-year-old Katie Chandler, daughter of Maj. Vernon and Lisa Chandler, to sing the Army Song, just as she had a year earlier when “Team Dragon” deployed. 
Then, with the year-long deployment behind them, “Team Dragon” stood at attention as Command Sgt. Maj. John Payer took charge and bellowed the words that they and their families had so longed to hear: “Team Dragon, dismissed.”


