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Senior Master Sgt. Robert J. Sabonis 


Public Affairs Manager / 3N074 


 
Senior Master Sergeant Robert J. Sabonis is a United States Air National 
Guard photographer working on his 25th year of military service, all of which 
has been within the Multimedia and Public Affairs career fields.  Sgt. 
Sabonis began his military career as a graphic artist, graduating as an honor 
graduate from the Air Force Graphic Arts Technical Training Center at 
Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colorado in July 1986.  Sgt. Sabonis was the 
Graphic Arts NCOIC from 1989 through 1994 when he took over as the 
Multimedia Manager.  Following the 2007 merger with Public Affairs, he 
was selected to be the Public Affairs Manager for the 104th Fighter Wing, 
Barnes Air National Guard Base, Westfield, Massachusetts. 
 
Sgt. Sabonis uses his strong art and design background while taking stunning 
photographs in his current duty assignments which have brought him all 
around the country documenting the many deployments and events of the 104th Fighter Wing.  While serving as a 
graphic artist, he understood the value of versatility and trained with unit photographers; learning many photography 
skills, including the use of multiple camera formats, darkroom black and white processing, and studio portraits.  Sgt. 
Sabonis was integral in the unit’s conversion from film to digital photography, demonstrating early on the variety of 
applications in graphic design.  
 
Sgt. Sabonis is now using his talent and skills to provide photography support using Public Affairs communication 
venues and documenting the unit’s history by capturing the many deployments and activities of the 104th Fighter 
Wing. The unit has recently converted from the A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft to the F-15 Eagle, and is now preparing 
to take on the Air Sovereignty Alert mission for the northeast, and Sgt Sabonis is a valuable tool in communicating 
and documenting this historic event. 
 
In addition to his work with the Air National Guard, Sgt. Sabonis owns a successful professional wedding and 
portrait photography business which has steadily grown over the last few years.  Sgt. Sabonis is constantly learning 
new photo techniques, both in the Air National Guard and his wedding business, and sharing this info between the 
two jobs, and his coworkers. 
 
Sgt. Sabonis resides in Westfield, Massachusetts with his wife Deborah and his four children, Ashley, Brandon, 
Jordan, and Alyssa. 
 





















Staff Sgt. Anthony Ennamorato entered the United States Air Force active duty in 2003.   During his first four years at Fairchild Air Force Base he served in the Public Affairs office as a photographer, but was also an active augmentee for security forces.  His greatest accomplishment was serving six months as the 40th Air Expeditionary Group photographer while deployed to Southwest Asia in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

In 2007, upon honorable discharged from active duty, he transferred to the Washington Air National Guard where he currently serves as the 141st Air Refueling Wing’s primary photographer.  

He is a full-time student at Whitworth University while working at Huppin’s Hi-Fi Photo and Video as a sales associate.  He was born in Colorado and spent most of his time in Florida and North Carolina.  Staff Sgt. Ennamorato has taken hundreds of highly recognized photos. 

He is involved with the local community and volunteers in veteran support programs.  He donates his own time and resources to take photos for community leaders and local community events.  























Major Kevin J. Hynes

Editor, Prairie Soldier Newspaper



Major Kevin J. Hynes is the editor of the Prairie Soldier newspaper and the deputy state public affairs officer for the Nebraska National Guard. He was born on Oct. 26, 1967, in Yankton, S.D, and graduated from Crofton Community High School in 1986.



Hynes enlisted in the U.S. Army in May 1986, attended basic training at Fort Dix, N.J., and graduated from the Defense Information School's Basic Journalist Course in November 1986. He was assigned as the photojournalist for the 1st Aviation Brigade (Air Assault) and staff writer for the Army Flyer at Fort Rucker, Ala., where he served until his discharge in May 1990. 



Hynes joined the Nebraska Army National Guard in May 1990, serving first as a postal clerk in the 267th Adjutant General Company (Postal) before joining the 111th Public Affairs Detachment as a print journalist in September 1990. During the time he was with the unit he covered stories on the training and mobilization of Nebraska Army and Air Guard personnel across the nation and around the world. He was also selected as the photojournalist for the 134th Honor Platoon which traveled to Normandy, France, in June 1994 for the 50th Anniversary of the D-Day invasion. 



Hynes was promoted to associate editor for the Prairie Soldier newspaper and 111th P.A.D. Print Section NCOIC in December 1991 before becoming the acting editor of the newspaper in November 1992. He was named the full-time editor in September 1993. 


Hynes transferred to the 155th Air Refueling Wing, Nebraska Air National Guard, in August 1998 and received his commission as a second lieutenant in April 1999 from the Academy of Military Science at McGhee-Tyson Air National Guard Base, Tenn. He served as the 155th ARW public affairs officer until 2004 when he transferred to his current deputy state public affairs officer position in the Nebraska National Guard’s Joint Force Headquarters. He served as the acting state public affairs officer from July 2006 until December 2007 and then returned to his current position as the deputy state public affairs officer. 


Since joining Air National Guard, Major Hynes has covered a wide array of Nebraska Army and Air National Guard stories that have taken him to bases and forts across the United States and overseas including assignments in Honduras (three times), France (four times), Germany (three times), England (twice) Spain, Denmark, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Hawaii (twice), Alaska, Guam, Kyrgyzstan and the Czech Republic.



Major Hynes attended Enterprise Junior College, 1987-1989, while on active duty and then received his bachelor's degree in News Editorial from the Journalism College of the University of Nebraska in May 1994. Captain Hynes is also a graduate of the Reserve Component Primary Leadership Development Course, the Defense Information School Public Affairs Course (Reserve Component) and the Squadron Officers Course (Distance Learning). 



Hynes was named the Army National Guard Print Journalist of the Year for 1991, 1992, 1993 and 1995. In 1995, he was named the U.S. Army Paul D. Savanuck Journalist of the Year. In 2000, 2005 and 2007 he was the runner-up Air National Guard Print Journalist of the Year. In 200, 2006 and 2008 he was named the Air National Guard Print Journalist of the Year. He was also named the Air National Guard Photographer of the Year in 2008.


Hynes has also received accolades as the editor of the Prairie Soldier, which was named the National Guard Newspaper of the Year ten times (1993, 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007), U.S. Army Newspaper of the Year four times (1995, 1998, 2004, 2006), runner-up U.S. Army Newspaper of the Year three times (1993, 1999, 2005), and runner-up Department of Defense Newspaper of the Year twice (1995 and 1998.) He has also received more than 90 individual awards for writing and photography in National Guard, Department of the Army, Department of Air Force and Department of Defense-level contests.



Major Hynes and his wife, Lisa, live in Murdock, Neb., with their sons, Patrick, Thomas and Michael.
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January 19, 2010

MEMORANDUM FOR: National Guard Bureau, NGB-PAC


ATTN: Air Force Media Contest 


SUBJECT: Nomination for 2009 U.S. Air Force Photographer of the Year


1. It gives me great pleasure to nominate Maj. Kevin J. Hynes for the 2009 U.S. Air Force Photographer of the Year award from the Nebraska Air National Guard.


2. Maj. Kevin J. Hynes is an exceptional reporter, writer, photographer and editor. His contributions to the Nebraska National Guard Public Affairs Office’s efforts, both in the Army and Air National Guard arenas, have been immeasurable. In the past year, he has covered stories in France, the Czech Republic, Texas, and across the state of Nebraska. In all these assignments, his reporting, writing and photography was of the highest caliber. 


3. Along with his military and educational pursuits, Maj. Hynes is the full-time editor of the Nebraska National Guard’s Prairie Soldier newspaper and the deputy state public affairs officer. His duties include planning, writing, photography, editing, layout production of the bi-monthly newspaper. He also functions as the supervisor and mentor for the Nebraska National Guard’s traditional Air and Army National Guard journalists and photographers. 


4. When not serving at the Public Affairs Office, Maj. Hynes is actively involved in his community. This past year, he has served as a community volunteer while also being actively involved in his sons’ little league baseball and basketball programs, serving as assistant basketball coach. He is also actively involved in a number of Elmwood-Murdock Elementary School parent mentorship programs, the local Cub Scouts council and serves as the local Webelos pack leader. 


5. Maj. Kevin J. Hynes is an outstanding representative of the Nebraska Air National Guard and the U.S. Air Force. I highly recommend him for the 2009 U.S. Air Force Photographer of the Year award.


6. For additional information, please contact Maj. Kevin Hynes, Joint Force Headquarters-Nebraska deputy state public affairs officer/Prairie Soldier editor at 402-309-7302, DSN 279-7302. His mailing address is 1300 Military Road, Lincoln, NE 68508-1090. FAX is 279-7310.
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DALE R. VRANA










Lieutenant Colonel











State Public Affairs Officer
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