
Mission: The National Guard Joint Task Force-State (JTF-State) provides 
command and control for all state military assets deployed in support of civil 
authorities or a specific incident.  It also facilitates the flow of information between 
the Joint Force Headquarters-State (JFHQ-State) and deployed units.   
 
Overview: When National Guard forces are deployed to support requests from 
civil authorities, a JTF-State may be created under the JFHQ-State to maintain 
command and control of those forces.  
 
The JTF-State commander works closely with the incident commander in an effort 
to maintain situational awareness of local, state, and federal actions, ensuring the 
adequacy and effectiveness of response, support, and safety activities.  As the 
senior military commander on the scene, the JTF-State commander is also 
responsible for the safe and efficient employment of all assigned military forces. If 
additional forces are required, the JTF-State commander can request that the 
JFHQ-State activate and deploy additional units. 
 
For response to a major incident, the JTF-State commander may have a variety of 
forces deployed, including a Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Team, a 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and high-yield Explosive (CBRNE) 
Enhanced Response Force Package (CERFP), a reaction force, medical units, and 
various aviation and ground transportation units.  
 
The JTF-State commanders may, with the consent of the President of the United 
States, be called into federal service and continue service under state regulations so 
that they may command both regular and National Guard forces, thus facilitating a 
unity of effort for all military forces at the incident site. 

 

Providing military support to civil authorities 

Elements 
 
• Provides command and 

control for all state 
military assets deployed in 
support of civil authorities 
or an incident 

 

• Facilitates information 
flow between deployed 
units and the JFHQ-State 

 

• Activates and deploys 
additional forces 

 

• Deployable with a Civil 
Support Team, CERFP, 
quick reaction force, 
medical, aviation and 
ground transportation units 

 

• Works closely with the 
incident commander to 
insure resources are 
effectively, safely and 
legally employed 

 
• JTF commander is the 

senior commander on the 
scene and appointed by 
The Adjutant General 

 

• Commander must know 
the capabilities of the 
forces within the state and 
is responsible for the safe 
and efficient employment 
of military forces  

 
 

“…a Joint Task Force-
State can, with state-
federal concurrence, 

assume tactical control of 
all military units ordered 

to respond to a 
contingency operation or 

disaster.” 
~ LTG H Steven Blum, 
Chief, National Guard 

Bureau 
 

 
Learn More:  http://www.ngb.army.mil/features/HomelandDefense/jtf/index.html 
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